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SERMON XXXIII, 



ROMANS^ II. 4. 

Pefptfeft thou the riches of his goodnefs, and forbearance^ 
and long-fuiTering — knowing ^hat the goodnefs of God 
leadeth thee to repentance ? — 



So fays St. Paul. And^ 1 

ECCLBSIASTESy VIII. II*^ 

Becaufe fentence againft an evil work is* not executed 
{peedily ; therefore the heart of the fons of men is fttll;jr 
fet in them to do evil. — ' 

TAKE either as you like it, you 'will get 
nothing by the bargam. — 
*Tis a terrible charadter of the world, whieh 
Solomon is here accounting fdr, — that theif 
hearts were fully fet in them to do evil. — . An4 
the general outcry againft the wickednefs of th6, 
age, in every age from Solomon's down to this, 
' (hews but too lamentably what grounds have aU 
along been given for the complaint. — 

The diforder and confufion arifing in the affairs 
of the world from the wickedndTs of it, beinj 
ever fuch, — fo evidently feen„ fo feverely felt, 
as naturally to induce every one who was a fpec- 
tator or a fufferer, to give the melancholy pre- 
ference to the times he Kved in ; as if the <:or- 
ruptions of men's manner^ had not only ex- 
ceeded the reports of former days, but the power 
•^moft oi rifmg above the pitch to which the 

B 2 wigked- 
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% SERMON XXXra. 

wickednefs of the age was arrived. — How far 
they may have been deceived in fuch calculations, 
I (hall not inquire ; — let it fuffice^ that man. 
kind have ever been bad, — confidering what 
motives they have had to be better ; — and taking 
this for' granted, inftead of declaiming againft it, 
let us fee whether a difcourfe may not be as 
ferviceable, by endeavouring, as Solomon has 
here done, rather to give an accoimt of it, and 
by tracing back the evik to their firft principles, to 
dired durfelves to the true remedy againft them. — 
Let it here be only premifed, — that the 
wickednefs either of the prefent or paft tiroes, 
whatever fcandal and reproach it brings upon 
Chriftians, — ought not in reafon to refleft dif- 
honour upon Chriftianity, which is fo apparently 
yreW framed to make us good ; — that there i^ 
|iot a greater paradox in iiatiipe, — than that fo 
good a religion fhould be no better recommended 
by its profeflbrs. — Though this may feem a 
paradox, — - 'tis ftill, I fay, no objeftion, though 
it has often been made ufe of againft Chrif- 
tianity; •— fmce, if the morals of men are 
not reformed, it is not owing to a defeSt in 
the revelation,' but 'tis owing to the fame 
caufes which defeated all the ufe and intent of 
reafon, — before revelation was given. -— For 
fetting afide the obligation which a divine law 
lays upon us — whoever confiders the ftate and 
condition of human nature, and upon this view, 
bow much ftronger the natural motives are to vir- 
tue 
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tiie than to viccy would expeft to find the world 
much better than it is, or ever has been. — - For 
who would fuppofe the generality of mankind to 
betray fo much folly, as to a£k againft the com-" 
mon interefls of their own kind, as every man 
does who jrields to the temptation of what is 
wrong ? — But on the other fide, — if men firft. 
• look into the praftice of the world, and there 
obferve the ftrange prevalency of vice, and how 
willing men are to defend as well as^ to commit 
it, one would thiiik they believed that all dtf- 
courlies of virtue and honefty swere mere mattef 
of fpeculation for men to entertain fome idle houis. 
with ; — and fay truly, that men feemed uiii*? 
verfally to be agreed in nothing but in fpeaking 
well and doing ill. — But this <:afts .no more dif*- 
honour upon reafon than it does upon revelation y 
— the truth of the cafe being this, — that no 
motives have been great enough to reftram thof^^' 
from fin who have fecretly lovsd it, and only 
fought pretences for the pradice of it. — ri So that 
if the light of the gofpel has not left 4i • ifufEcieixt 
provifion againft the wickednefs of tl\e world, -^ 
the true anfwer is, that there can bcJ nbni^. -^ "Tib 
fufficient that the excellency of Chriftiahity in doct-> 
trine and precepts, a;id its proper tendency to maktf 
us virtuous as well as happy, is a Ilrong evidence of 
its divme original, — and thefe advantages it hdi3 
above any inftitution that ever was in the wbrld : ^-^» 
it gives the beft directions, the beft examples, the* 
greateft encoura^ementi^r-^the beft helps^and the 
. • \.. " ^ y greateft 
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* 

greatefl: obligations to gratitude. — But as reli^ 
gion was not to work upon men by way of force 
and natural neceflity, — - but by moral perfuaftoh, 
•— which fets ^ood and evil before them ; — fo 
that, if men have power to do evil, or chufe die 
good, and will abufe it, this cannot be avoided ; — • 
not only religion, but even reafon itfelf, muft ne- 
ceflarily iniply a freedom of choice ; and all thd - 
beings in the world which have it, were created 
free to iland or free to fall : -*- and therefore men 
that will not be wrought upon by this way of ad-^ 
drefs, muft expe£l, and \^ contented, to -feel the 
ilroke of that rod which is prepared for the back 
of fools, oft-times in this world, but undoubtedljr 
in the next, from the hands of a righteous govar* 
nor, who will finally render to every man ac- 
cording to his works. — - 

Becaufe this fentence is not always executed- 
ff>eedily> is the wife man's account of the general 
ficerdoufheft which prevailed through the race of 
m^nkifid, *— fo early as his days ; and we may. 
^lUpw it a. place, amongft the marty other fatal 
cauf^s of depravation in our own ; — a few of 
which,- 1 ,ihall beg leave to add to this es^licatioa 
of the wife man's ; fubjoining a few prafidcal cau- 
tions ist Mblion to fsdh, as I go along.^— * , 

To biegin with Solocnon's account in the text, — - 
that becaufe fentence' againft an evil work is not 
executed fpeedily, therefore the hearts of the ions 
of men are fixlly fet in them to do eviL ~ 

k ieems fomewhat han^ to underftand thecon« 

2 -' fequence 
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fequence why men fhould grow mor^ defpe« 
lately wicked, -^ becaufe God is merciful and 
gives them fpace to repent; —this is no na-' 
tural eSeOtj — • nor does the wife man intend 
to infinuate, that the goodnefs and long-ftif- 
ferihg of God is the canfe of the wickednefs of 
man, by a direO, efficacy to harden finners in their 
courfe. — But,the fcope of his difcourfe is this, 
Becaiife a vicious mkh efcapes at pfefent, he ia 
apt to draw falfe concluflons from it, and, from 
the d^Iay of God's punifhments in this life, either 
to conceive them at fo remote a diftance, or per- ' 
haps fo uncertain, that, though he has fome doubt'- 
ful mifgivirigs of the future, yet he hopes, in the 
main, that his fears are greater than his danger ^ 
— and, from obferving. fbme of the worft of 
of mien both live and die without any outward" 
teftimony of God^s wrath, — draws from thence' 
fome flattering ground of encouragement for him- 
felf, and, with the wicked in the pfMm, fays in 
hSs heart, Tufh ? I fhall never be caft do\m, there 
fhall no harm happen imto me : *— as if it was' 
neceffary, if God is to punilh at all, that he muft' 
do it prefiently }. — which, by the way, wbiild" 
rather ie^ih to befpeak the rage and fiiry of aa 
incenied party^ than the determination of a wHe 
and padent judge, —who refpites punifliment 
to. ahbtiier i&te, declaring for the wifeft reafons, 
tlsji K nor the tune for it to take place in, — but 
that he has a|^inted a day for it, wherein he' 
ivfll Judge the world in righteouTftdTs, and make' 

B 4 fucb 
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aad iaiL-^ai :d reeds' rs £rK? "mi l l i ■■ i 
is3 iTniBrarvo of ifsj:! 
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ncFtrTMl care ever xaaie aa 5 oe of 
fbriiearsaioe, is, sad I far v2 ever be, the 
: — asd So P«fier, ia fas dckr^pdaa cf die 
IbcSen in the isscr d^rs, vix^ i^ icCs as, fail 
vaSl after dieir gpvh lnds ^me mrfi ct aE da- 
raosn), be gives die imx S^d fiilaoai o£ viat 
Acfaid be dacir unhsppf encsGiagcHKBC ; — Sar 
ttBt diey vouki fiiy, — Wbcre b d^ pncoule 
[vixre is tbe threatening or dedaratiua of 
i rwMyyO^xj of CSS oofniigy -^ ibr finoe the 
£aben feD afleep, aH dn^gs mrtjonr as tbey 
were frxna the beginning ct the UMiiuu ; — 
^xsst is, ae wcM goes on in tbe &ne mumer- 
rcpted coorde, vfaere all dungs £dl aEke to all 
vidaoat anj niieipo&iioQ from abore, — or any 
ootvaid token cf dhine dSSfkahre : — upon 
dns ground, ^ Coxne je/* bf dier, as tbe 
prophet repxefistts than, ^ I w3l fetch vrine, and 
we viU fill oodtlres *imh iboog dxink: and to« 
nionxnr IhaQ be as diis day, and much more 
abnndani* ^** 

Now, if you confider, yon will find, that alt 
ifuB falle vay of realcMiing dodi azife firom that 
grofs piece of fidf-flatteiy, that fudh do imagine 
God to be like themfelTes, r--*' that is» as craeland 
r^engefnl as they are, — and they (nreTent^' 
think, if a feUow-creatore offended them at t^ 
rate that finners are tad to o&od God» and th^ 
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h^d as much power in their hands to punifh and 
torture them as he has, they would be fure to 
execute it fpeedily ; — but becaufe they« fee God 
does it not, therefore they conclude that all the talk 
of God's anger againft vice, and Iiis future pun- 
ifliment of it, — is mere talk, calculated for the . 
terror of old women and children. — Thus fpeak 
they peace to their fouls, when there is no peace ; 

— for though a fmner, (which the wife man adds 
by way of caUJon after the text,) — for though a 
finner do evil a hundred times, and his days be 
prolonged upon the earth, — yet fure I know, 
that it fhall be well with them that fear God, — 
buf (hall not be well with the wicked. — Upoii 
which argument, the pfalmift, fpeaking in the 
name of God, — ufes this remonftrance to one[ 
under this fatal miflake which has mifled thou-, 
fands ; — Thefe things thou didft^ and I kept 
filence: — And it feema this filence was inter-.* 
preted into confent ; — for it follows, — and thott*^ 
thoughteft I wTis altogether fuch a one as thyfelf. 

— feut the pfalmift adds, how ill he took this at; 
inen's hands, and that they fliould not know the 
difference between the forbearance of finners, — 
and his negled of their fins ; — but I will reprovie. 
thee, and fet them in* order before thee. — • Upon 
the whole of which, he bids them be better ad- 
tifed, and confider, left while they forget Gt>d^ 
he pluck them away, and there be none to deliver* 
them. — • 

Thus 
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Thus much for the firft ground and caufe 
which the text gives, why the hearts of the fons 
of men are fo fully fet in them to do evil ; upon 
which I have only one or tteo cajutions to add — 
That, in the firft place, we frequently deceive 
ourfelves in the calculation that fent^nce fhall not 
be fpeedily executed. By fad experience, vicious 
and debauched men find this matter to turn out 
very different in practice from their expeftations 
iii theory : God having fo contrived the nature 
of things . throughout the whole fyftem of moral 
dudes, that every vice, in fome meafure, fhould 
immediately revenge itfelf upon the doer ; that 
falfehood, and unfair dealing, ends in diftruft and 
difhonour ; — that drunkennefs and debauchery 
ihould weaken the thread of life, and cut it fo 
Ihort that the tranfgreffor (hall not live out half 
his days ; -that pride fhould be followed by mor- 
tifications ; extravagance by poverty and diftrefs ; 
that the revengeful and malicious fhould be the 
greateft tormentor of himfelf, the perpetual dif- 
tuf bance of his own mind being fo immediate a 
chaflifement, as to verify what the wife man fays 
upojn it. That, as the merciful man does good to 
las own foul, fo he that is cruel troubkth his 
own flefh. 

'In. all which cafes there is a punifhment inde- 
piendent of thefe, and that is, the punifhment 
which a man's own mind takes upon itfelf, from 
the remorfe of doing what is wrong. — Prima 
eft liaec ultio, — • this is tl\e firft revenge, which 

(what- 
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(whatever other punifhments he may efcape) is 
fiire to follow clofe upon his heels, and haunts 
hmi wherefoever he goes; — for whenever a 
man commits a wilful bad adion, — : he drinks 
down poifon^ which though it may work flowly, 
will work fiirely, and give him perpetual pains- 
and heart-aches, -— and if no meaios be ufed to- 
expel it, will deffroy him-at laft. -^ So that, not-' 

^ witfaftanding that final fentence of God is not» 
executed fpeedily in exa£i: weight and meafui*ey 
— there is neverthelefs a fentence executed,* 

• which a man's own confderice pronouncesi 
^gainft him ; ^— and every wicked man, I be- 
lieve, feels as regular a procefe within his own- 
bread commenced againfl himfel^ and finds him-> 
felf as much acciifed, ^d as evidently and ita'^ 
partially condemned for what he has done amifs^^ 
as if he had f^eived fentence before the moftv 
awful tribunal; — which judgment of confcienc^ ' 
as4t can be looked upon in no other light but' si& 
an anticipation of that righteous and unalterable' 
fentence which will bfe pronoimced. hereafter by> 
that Bang to whom he is finally to. give an ac^ 
count of his adions^-^ I cannot conceive the* 

, ftate of his mind under any tiarziSter thsm of^ 
that anxious^ doubtfuinefe defcribed by the pro-" 
phet, — That the wicked are: like the troubled' 
fea, when it cannot reft, wHofe waters caft up 
mire and filthy 

A fecond; caution againfl this uniform ground- 
of . falfe hope, in- fentence not h^ng eT^ecoted- 

fpeedily. 
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iSTm viH zsSt troBi ubb ctt^o 



Ti32iiD oar ivi raV-li»Vi« of dts iSSAia. poeat 
oc TecrSxiaGD^ vie gcnemCy rd^pse k to the day 
cf j^fedgaic:! ; acd as dot nar be a thociSDd or 
ten ihrr^2[rd rais off, k pffOpGrtxxBbir ieneas 
the tencr. *— To mSdfr tUs ip^kr^ wc iKNiU 
firft icg.^iiirr dat the <Hljmr of a tiesi^ no '^say 
ahen the mmre of k. — zdtrj Tfan ve are de- 
cored ia dus dtfbanr proiped, xaoc cocaden^ 
dtat bovcfcr £n* cS* ve car nx k m dik belief^ 
diar o fine k k no fitrdier oS iraa ctstt man 
Aan die dar of bis evn deadu ^— > And hoir cer- 
tain that dar b, ve need noc funar be lezoinded : 

— 1b die tnuiaii of the maner, and of an 
erent vbkb wSBl as fnr^ oome to pafe, as that 
die fan fliall rife umochow moixsng, that fboold 
enter as nmch mtp our cafcubrinns, as if k vas 
itanging orer OUT heads. -» Few thoogh m our 
find knagmanaDSy ve dre&m of firing many years 
i^m the earth ; bov ussesqieetedlT are ve f uxek 
mooed from k? — How oA, m the fti en gd i of 
oor age, m die nudft of oor fvojeds, — ^«d»iwe 
are pnxnifing ourfebres the eafe of many yeurs ? 

— hov oft» at that tot tone, and m die he^ht 
of this knaginadao, is die decree fealed, and the 
Gommandment gone forth to call us kito anodier 
vorid? — 

Tlsmay foffice&rdieezanunatkHiofdissone 
great casfe of the ccmiptkvi of the world ; — 
from whence I ihoold proceed, as I pnrpofed, to 
an mqiiby after fome odier anbaf^y caides whidi 

have 
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histve a (hare in this ev3. — But I have taken up 
fo much more of your time iii this than I firft in^ 
tended, — that I ihall defer what J have to fay to 
the next occafion, and put an end to this di& 
courfe, by an anfwer to a queftion often afked, 
relatively to this argument, in prejudiee of chrif^^ 
tianity, which cannot be more feafonably anfiver^L^ 
ed than in adifcourfe at this time; -^^ and that i^ 

— Whether the chriftian religion has done 
the world any. fervice in reforming the lives and 
morals of mankind, — whiqh fome, who pretend 
to have confidered the prefent ftate of vice, feem 
"to doubt of? —^ This obje£Uon I, in fome meafure, 
have anticipated in the beginning of this difcourfe ; 

— and what I have to add to that argument is 
this, — that as it is impofltble to decide the point 
by evidence of fafts, which at fo grelat a diftsoice 
cannot be brought together and compared, — ^ 
it muft be decided by reafon, and the probability 
of things ; upon which iiTue, one might appeal to 
the moft profeiTed deift, and truft him to deter- 
mine, — whether the lives of thofe who are fet 
loofe from all obligations, — , but thofe of con^ 
veniency, — can be compared with thofe who 
have been bleft with the extraordinary light of 4 
religion ? -r- and whether fo juft and holy a re* 
Ugion as the chriftian, which fets reftraints evea 
upon our thoughts, — a religion which gives 113 
the moft engaging ideas of the perfeftions of 
God, — at the fame time that it impreffes the 
jnoft awful ones of his majefty and power ; — ^ 

a Being 



i4 SERMON 



•.fll 



a BcBi^ rich m mercies^ but if they are abuled, 
lexAie in aB}udgiiKms;«-*onecoiifiantJT about 
amr hcret paths, — about our beds ; — whofpi- 
csh out all our var?, — - nodceth all our actions, 
asd is io pare in his nature, diat he will punifh 
even the -wicked imaginatioas of the heart, and 
has appoisted a dar vherein he ^ill enter into 
OBs inqmry, and execute judgment accordix^ as 
we have defcinred. 

If eitfaer die hopes or £ears, the paflioos or rea- 
ftn of men are to be wro^ht upon at all, fuch 
princ^iles mnft hare an effecl, though, I own, 
ferjr far flxnt of what a thinking man Ihould 
eiprd bxKH fuch moiires* 

No doidit, there is great room for amendment 
in the chrifiian wihU, — and the profeflbrs of our 
boh^ religion may in general be laid to be a very 
corrufft and bad generaticm of men, — coniider* 
ing what reafims and obligations they have to be 
better. — Yet ftill I affirm, if thofe reftraints were 
leflened, — - the wt>rld would be infinitely worfe ; 
and tfaeiefcre we cannot fuflidently bleis and 
adore the goodnels of God, for thefe advantages 
hfo ught by the coming of Chrifl — which God 
grant that we may five to be more deferving of; 
— dial, in the hft day , wiien hefhallcome again 
io jmige the world, we may rife to life immortaL 
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TRUST IN cop. 

PSALM ZXXTII. 3.^ 

Put thou thy truft in the Lord. 

WHOEVER ferioufly reflefts upon the ftate 
and condition of man, and looks upon that 
4ark fide of it, which reprefents his life as open 
to fo many caufes of trouble ; — when he fees 
how often he eats the bread of afflidion, and that 
he i8 born to it as hatiirally- as the fparks fly 
upwards j — that no rank or degrees of men 
9re exempted from this law of our beings ; — - 
l>ut that all, from the high cedar of Libanus to 
the humble fhrub upon the wall, are ihook in 
^eir turns by numberlefs calaniities and dif- 
treffes : «— when one fits down and looks upon 
this gloomy fide of things, with all the forrow- 
fill changes and chances which furrouhd us, -— 
at firft fight, — would not one wonder, — 
how the fpirit of a man could bear the infirmi- 
dties of his nature, and what it is that fupports 
f^Qi) as it does, under the many evil accidents 
which he meets with in his pafTage through the 
valley of tears ? — Without feme certain aid 
p^hin us to bear us up -<— fo tender a frame as 
ours would be but ill fitted to encounter what 
generally befafs it in this rugged journey : ■— - and 
apcordiDi^ly we find, <» that we sure fo curiouily 

wrought 
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wrought by an all-wife hand with a view to this, 
— that, in the very compofition and texture of 
cur nature, there is a remedy and provifion left 
againft moft of the evils we fuffer ; — we being 
fo ordered, — that the principle of felf-love, 
given us for prefervation, comes in here to our 
aid, — by opening a door of hope, and, in the worft 
emergencies, flattering us with a belief that we ihall 
extricate ourfelves, and live to fee better days, r— 

This expectation, — though in fad it no way 
alters the nature of the crofs accidents to which 
we lie open, or does at ail . pervert the courfe of 
them, — yet impofes upon the fenfe of them, and 
like a fecret fpring in a well-contrived machine,, 
though it cannot prevent, at leaft it counter* 
balances the preffure, — and fo bears up this 
tottering, tender frame under many a violent 
fliock and hard juftlihg, which otherwife w6uld 
unavoidably overwhelm it. — Without fuch an 
inward refource, from an inclination which is 
natural to man, to truft and hope for redrefs in 
*the moft deplorable conditions^ -r- his ftate ip 
this life would be, of all creatures, the mofl; mi- • 
ferable. — ^ When his mind was either yrrung 
with affliftion, — or his body lay tortifred with 
the gout or ftone, — did he think that in this 
world theire fhould be no refpite to his fqrrowj 
•7- could he believe the pains he endured would 
continue equally mtenfe, -rr without remedy, — r 
without intermiflion ; — with what deplorable 
lamentation' would h^ languifli out his day, —7 
and ho^ lW6et, 'as Job fays, would the " clods 

.1 - • ^ <^ of 
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^ 5f th* Valley be to him ?"— But fo fad a perfuk- 
fion^ whatever grounds there may be fometimes 
for % fcarce e^r j^ets full pofleflioh of the 
mind of man, which by nature draggles againft; 
defpanr : fo that whatever part of us fuflfers, -*- 
the diSurkeO: mind inftantly ufhers in this relief 
to it, »p- point* out to hope, encourages to build, 
didUgh on a fandy foundation, and raifes an 
expedation in Uls, that dhings will come to a 
fortunate iflue. •'^ And indeed it is fomething fut- 
priiing to confider the ftrange force of this 
iMtflidn;— -what wonders it hto wrought iu fup'- 
porting men's fpirits hi all ages, and under fuch 
inextricable difficulties, that they have fometimes 
faoped,^ as th^ apoftle exprefles it, even againfl: 
hope, *— againft ail likelihood ; '— and have 
looked forwards with comfort Under m&fortunes^ 
when' there has been little or nothing to favou)r 
fuch an expectation^ 

. This flattering propenfity in us, which I have 
here reprefented^ as it is built upon one of the 
mdl deceitful of human paflions — (that is) — 
felf-love, which at all times inclines us to think . 
better of ourfelveis and conditions than there is 
ground for ; •*— how great fpever the relief is, 
whjcb a man draws from it at prefent, it too often 
difappoints in the end, leaving him to go 
on his way forrowing, — mourning, •— as the 
prophet fays, that his hope is loft. -^ So that, 
after all, in our feverer trials, we ftill find a^ 
neceflky of callbg {n* JTbrnething to aid this prin- 
ciple, and direct it fothit it^nay^ not waaddr-witlii 
VOL. IV. - c this 



1 8 5ERM0H XXXIV. 

this unceartain e^^pedadoo of wh^t may never be 
accompliihed) — but fix itfelf upon a proper ob- 
ject of truft and reli^ce, that i$ able tO fullil oiir 
defires, to hear our cry, md to help u^ ^^ The 
paiEon of hope, without this, though in ftr^ita a 
tean may fupport his fpirits for a time v^^ n 
general expe£lation of better fortune j -?— yet> 
like a fhip tofled without a pilot upon a trovble- 
fofne fea, r-^ it may foat upon the furface fof ^ 
while, but is never, -— never likely to be l^roiiglit 
Co the haven where it woiUd be» — To acccHQpli^ 
this, reafon and religion are called in at l^gth^ 
and join with nature in exhorting us to hope ; -^^ 
but to hope in God, in whofe hands are the 
iffues c^ life and death, -^ and without wtiole 
knowledge and permiilion we know that not a 
hair of our heads can fall to the ground. ^-^ 
Strengthened with this anchor of hope, which 
keeps us ftedfaft when the rains defcaid and the 
* floods, come u^on us, •?- however the forrows of a 
man are multiplied, he bears up his head, looks 
towards heaven with confidence, waiting for the 
falyation of God ;• r— he then builds upon a rock 
againfl which the. g^tes c^ heU cannot prevail. /^-^ 
H^ may be troubled, it is trucy on every Q/if^p 
Ij^t ftaH opt be diftreffed, ~ perplex^ yet 
not in defpair: •— though hd: walks through 
the valley of the flisrfow of death, even thoa. 
he feai$ no. evil; this rcid und thisftaff com« 
fQrt him. : .^ ^ 

. Tike idrttte of 4hitf ihadboei^.fi^iendy tried 
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m the ^c^Urie of a life foil of affli^ons ; many 
of Trtiich were fo great, that he declares that he 
fhould verily have fainted under the farfe and 
appreheafion of them, but that he believed to fee 
the goodndfe of the L<^d in the hnd of the living* 
^-* He believed ! — How could he do oth^wlfe ? 
He had all the conviftion that teafon and infpir** 
aticm could give him, — that there was a Being 
. m whom every thing concurred which could be 
the proper objeft of truft and confidence ; — 
power^ to help, — - and-goodnefs always tb incline 
him to do it.-— He knew this infinite Being; 
thoilgft his dwelling was fo high — that his glcny 
was above the heavens, — yet humbled himfelf 
to behold the things that are done in heaven and 
earth : — that he was not an^idle and diftcHit 
fpeftatgr of what paffed th^-e, but that h^ was a 
prefttit help in time of trouble : — that he bowed 
the heavens and came down to over-rule thi 
courfe of things : delivering the poor and him 
that was ifi nufery, from Mm that was too ftrong 
for him ; lifting the fiinple out of his diftrefs, and 
, guarding' him by his providehce, fo that no man 
Bioidd daf him wrong : *— that neither the Sun 
Ihotild iittite him by day, neither the Modri by 
night; r-^ Of this the Pfalniift had fuch eyideht^ 
from his obfervation on the life of others, wiflS 
file {irongeft conviftion, at the fame time, wMch 
i long 'Kfe foil of perfonal deliverances could 
five|—^ all which taught him the -value of the? 
)^6vi in Ae text, from wWch he had received 
iajlTDch encouragement h&nfetf -— that he tw«3& 
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mhs it for the benefit of the whole race of maft' 
kind after him, to fupport them, as it had done 
him, under the afflictions which befel him. 

** Tjruft in God J*' — as if he had faid. Who. 
fbever thou art that fhali hereafter fall into any 
fuch (traits or troubles as I have experienced, -^ 
learn by my example where to feek for fuc« 
cour ; — -truft not in princes, nor in any child of 
man, for there is no help in them : — the fons of 
men who are of low degree, are vanity, and are 
not able to help thee : -^ men of high degree 
artf a lie, — too often deceive thy hopes, and will 
not help thee : — but thou, when thy foul is in 
heaviness, — turn thy eyes from the earth, and 
look up towards heaven, to that infinitely kind 
and powerful Being, who neither flumbereth nor 
lleepeth ; who is a prefent belp in time of trou« 
ble: — defpond not, and fay within thyfelf, — » 
why his chariot wheels (lay fo long ? — and why 
he vouchfafeth thee not a fpeedy relief? — but 
arm thyfelf in thy misfortunes \dth patience and 
fortitude ; ^ — truft in God, who fees all thofe con* 
fli£b under which thou laboured, -^ who knows 
thy neceilides afar oflf, — and puts all thy tears 
into his bottle j — who fees every careful thought 
and penfive took, — and hears every figh and 
melancholy groan thou uttereft. — 

In all thy exigencies truft and depend on him ;. 
f— nor ever doubt but he, who heareth the cry 
of the fatherlefs, and defendeth the caufe of th« 
widow, if it is juft^ will hear thine, and^thar 
lighten thy burden^and let thee go free ; "v^^^ 

V. wbkh 
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^hich is the fame, if that feems not meet, by 
lading ftrength to thy mind, to enable thee to fuf- 

' teun what he ha$ fuffered to be laid upon thee. 

Whoever recollects the particular pfalms faid 
to be compbfed by this great man, under the fe- 
veral diftreflfes and crofs accidents of his life, will ' 
perceive the jufUce of this paraphrafe, which is 
agreeable to the drain of reafoning which runs 
Arought — which is little elfe than a recoUeftion 
of his own. words and thoughts upon thofe occa« 
fions, in all which he appears to hav^ been no 
lefs fignal in his afBi&ions, than in his piety, and 
in that goodnefs of foul which he difcovers under 
them. — - 1 faid the refle£tions upon his own life 
and providential efcapes which he had experi^ 
oneed, had had a ihzu'e in forming thefe religious 
fendments of truft in his mind, which had fo early 
taken root, (hat when he was going to fight the 
Philifline, — when he was but a youth and flood 
before Saul, — he had already learned to argue 
ifi this mjuiner \ — ^ Let no man's heart fail him : 
— thy feryant kept his father's fheep, and there 
came a lion and a bear, and took a lamb out of the 
flock, and I went put after him and fmote him, 

/and delivered it out of ys mouth; and when 
^e arpfe ^gainft me, J caught him by the 
beard, and finote him, and flew him ; — thy fer^ 
vant flew both tlje lion a^d the be^r, and 
this uncircumcifed Philifline will be as one of 
them ; •*- for the Lord who delivered me out 
(jf the paw of the lion, and out qf the paiv of 

c 3 the 
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the bear,— he will alfo deliver me out of his hand« 
—The conclufion was natural, and the experience 
which every man has had of God*s former loving 
kindnefs and protedion to him, either in dangers 
or diflrefs, does unavoidably engage him to think 
in the fame train, — It is obfervable that the 
apojftle St. Paul encouraging the Corinthians to 
bear with patience the trials incident to human na^ 
ture, reminds them of the deliverances that God 
did formerly -vouchfafe to him, and his fellow 
labourers, Gaius and Ariftarchus ; — and on that 
ground builds a rock of encouragement, for fu- 
ture truft and dependence on him. — His life had 
beeri in very great jeopardy at Ephefus, — where 
he had like to ha.ve been brought out to the 
theatre to be devoured by wild beaits, and 
indeed had no human means to avert, and confe-^ 
quently to efcape it ; — and therefore, he tellsr 
them, that he had this advantage by it, that the 
more he believed he ihould be put to death, the 
more he was engaged by his deliverance, never 
to depend on afty worldly tnift, but only on God, 
who pan refcue from the greateft extremity, even- 
from the grave and death itfelf. — For we woukl- 
not, brethren, fays he, have you ignorant of our 
trouble, which caitie to us in Afia, that we were 
prefled out of meafare above our ftrength, infor 
much, that we defpaired even ,of life : — but we 
had the fentence of death in ourfelves that "We 
fhould not truft in ourfelves, but. in God,, wha 
itaifeth tl^e 'dead; who delivered us from fo ^ea% 

' * ?deatlj 
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a death, ahd doth deliva", smd in wh6i$i i76 tifwA 
that he tirHI ftili deliver us. - ' 

. And indeed a ftrottgei* argurtlwrt cahiicrt fee* 
brought for future tmft, than the i*emenibrahce(^ 
paft proteiftion ; — » for what ^6und or reafon can • 
I hav^ to diftruft the kkidneis^ that perfon'^hcf; 
has^ always been ifty frifend and benefaftor ? . /^ 
On wiibtti can I better rely for afliftaike in the- 
day of iny diftrefs, than on him who ftood by ttifr 
in* jditfnne afifiaioh ? — aiid, when I was at the" 
hnnk of ddlruQ5oti, delivered rtie out of all m^ 
txo\3lbi^i Would it not be highly ungrateful,- 
3Xkdr^&eQ: either ap5n his goodhefs or his fuf- 
fid^icy, to'^ruft that' provideiice which has al- 
ways had' a watchful eye over me ? — and who, 
according' to hisj gracious proihifes, wiH riev^r 
leaire^me, nor f<Miy5e me, and who, in all my • 
waiits, in all my ®:iSfe^geficies, has been abundantly ' 
nio« wilKng^ m give, th«i I to a(k it? -^ If the* 
fpaan^randthe law^i'r^ have hitherto defceiided' 
upon the eaifth^ k dUeJk^on, and feed-tihie and' 
bsdreft have' never yet ftiiled ; — Why Ihould^P 
fear femine 'tefth© land, or doubt ^ but that he whc' 
feedeth the r^tv^n, smd providently catereth for the^ 
f|fiOTt)Wi Acwild'likewife be my comfort ? -^ HbW* 
Ufllifcdf ifek that evfer he Ihould fuffer his truth to' 
Mt---ThiBit*ito of i^eftionj'fit*! th^eonfidfera*^ 
doii>of^psA tfiercies; is fuitlabre and natural to^alf 
mankind-: -^^-^eJrebein^xio one; wHoby'Cillmg;^ 
mind God's kindneffes, which have been e^v^fercrf oW^^ 
but will f» caOfe toiippiy the%i*gaito«it toHif^ 

c 4 An4 
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^d thougl^y in looking hack upon the events 
vfaicb have be&llen us, we are apt to attribute too 
much tathe arm of flefh, in recounting the more, 
fucce&fiil parts of them ; faying,— : My wifdom, my 
parts, and a4(}r^f8, extricate4 me from this misfor- 
t^e ; •— ' my ^reiight and penetration faved me 
from a fef ond ; r^ my (:ourage, and the ipightineia 
of my flrength, carried me through a third, t— 
However we sgre ac{:uftq9ie4 to talk in thi&i manner., 
Trye^ whoever coolly fits down and reflefts upon 
the many accident?! (thpi^gh very improperly called 
fo) which havehefalleh him in the gourfe of his life, 
^r- when he confiders the many amazing turns in 
lys favoiir, rrz fon^edmes in the mo|t unprpmifing 
cafes, -r- and ofte;i brought about by the ttioft un-i 
likely caufes ; «'— when he remembers the particu* 
lar providencesi!ij:h]^ h^ye gone akmg with him, -i-? 
the many perfonal deliverance^ which have prov 
ferved him, nr-. the unacqount^tble manner in which 
]ie has beei^ enabled to get through difficult^ 
\xrhich on all fides befet him, ^t one time of his life, - 
qr^tfae ftrength of mind he found himfelf endowed \ 
with, to encoimter afflifb^ons whidti fell upon hini: 
at another period : -rr where is the man, I fay, who. 
looks back \rith the leaft religbus fenfe, uppu what 
has thus happened to him, who could not give you 
(i^icient proofs of God's power, and his arm oyer 
him, an^ recqunt feveral cafes wherein the God of 
|acob was Ids belp^ and the I^oly Oneof Ifi^el hiSi 
redeemer? 

Haft t^9U eyer ^m^ ^P^R ^^ ^^ oi \^Z^^^ii 

or 
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or laboured under a grievous diftemper which 
threatened thy life? Call to mind thy fbi^owful and 
penfive fpirit at that time ; and tp add to. it^ who it 
was that had mercy on thee, that brou^t thee out 
of darknefs and the fliadow of deaths and maxie 
all thy b^d in thy ficknefs. .. 

Hath the foantinefs of thy conditioahurried the^ 
into great (traits and difficulties, and brought thee 
^Imoft to diftra£)ion ? -m Gonfider who it was that . 
%re;td thy table in that wildemefs of thought, r-n 
who was it made thy cup to overflow, -fr- who add«^ 
a ftiend of confolation to thee, and thereby fpake 
pes^ce to thy troubled mind* — HbA thou ever fut 
tained any coniiderable damage in thy (lock or 
trade ? — Bethink thyfelf who it was that gave thee 
a ferene and contented mind under thofe loffes. -— 
If thou haft recovered, -r- confider who it was that 
repaired thofe breaches, — when thy own fkill and 
tedeavours failed ; — call to mind whofe provi- 
dence has blefled them fince, — whofe hand it wm 
that has iince fet a hedge about thee, and made all 
that thou haft done to profper, ---r Haft thou ever 
^>een wqunded in thy more tender part, through 
^e lofs of an obliging hu(band ? — . or haft thou 
\>een torn away from the embraces of a dear and 
promifing child, by his \inexpefted death ? — • 

b confider, whether the God pf truth did not 
approve Ipnrfelf ^ father to thee when fatherlefs, •*— 
pr a h^fl^uid to thee, when a widow, — and has 
either given thee, a name better than of fons and 
daughters, pr eyen beyond thy hope, made thy re* 

maining 
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inaining tender branches to grow^ up tall and 
Iksmtifuly Uke die cedars of Libanus* 

Strcngthenedby thefe confiderationsy A^gefting* 
liie fame or like pad delxrerances, either to thy« 
felf, -^ thy £rien(b or accquaintance, •— thou w3t 
learn this great leflbn in the text, in all thy exigen- 
gencies and difirefles, -^ to truft God; and what** 
ever befalstfaee in the many changes and chances^ 
of this mortal life, to fpeak comfort to thy foul^ 
and to fay in- the words of Habakkuk the pro- 
phet, with which I conclude, ■ ■ 

Although the fig-tree fhail not bloifom, neither 
Aall fiiiit be in the vines ; -^ ahhough the labour 
of the olive fiiall fail, and the fields ihall yidd'do 
mcsat ; r-^ although, the flock ihall be cut off &om 
the fold) and there ihall be no herd in the ihdis |, 
yet we will rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God 
of ^ oliur falvation. ^ 

Ta whom be all honour and glory, now andb 
|pr ever. Amen. 
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EJttfDU^, X«I. 14. 

]Bat if a man come prerfumptuoufly upon- his neighbour, to 
flay him with guile ; thou (halt tal^e him from my altar> 
that he may die* 

AS the end and h^ppy refult of Fociety wasi 
our mutual protedion from the depreda^ 
tions which malice and avarice lay us ppen to, — 
fo have the laws of God laid proportionjible^ re- 
ftraints. againfl: fuch violations as would defeat ua 
of fuch a feeurity. — Of all other attacks which 
can be nniade againfi us, — that of a man's life 
which is his all> — being the greateft, — the o£. 
fence, in God- s difpenfatjion to the Jews, was de» 
nounced as the moil heinous, »-t and reprefented 
as pioft unpardonable^ — At the hand of eyery 
man's brother will I require the life of mafit — ^ 
Whofo. iheddeth man's blood, by man fliall his 
blood be fliedf, — Ye fliall t^ke no fatisfedioi^ 
iop the life of a murderer ; ' — he fliall furely bq 
put to de^th^ — So ye fhall not pollute the land, 
wherein ye are, — for bipod d^eth the land ; — * 
;and the land cannot be cleanfed of blood that J% 
flied therein, but by the blood of him that fhed it^ 
— ^^For this reafon, by the laws. of all civilized ndu 
tions, in all parts of tt^e globe^ it has been puniih* 
ed with death. -^ 
§opje- civilized and wife communities have fq 

fflf 
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far incorporated thefe fevere difpenfations into 
their municipal Iaws,^s to allowofnodiflindioa 
betwixt murder and homicide, — - at leaft in the 
penalty : — - leaving the intentions of the feveral 
parties concerned in it to that Bemg who know$ 
the heart, and will adjuft the diflferences of the 
cafe hereafter. — This falls, no- doubt, heavy 
upon particulars — but it is urged for the benefit 
of the whole. — It is not the bufinefs of a preach- 
^ to enter into an examination of the grounds and 
reafons for fo feeming a feverity. — Where moft 
fevere, — they have .proceeded, no doubt, from 
an excefs of abhorrence of a crime, r— which 
is, of all others, moft terrible and fhocking in its 
own nature. — and the moft direft attack and 
ftroke at fociety ; tt- as the fecurity of a man's Ufe 
was the firft proteftion of fociety, — the ground- 
work of all the other bleffings to be defired from 
fuch a compaft. -— Thefts, — oppreffions, — exf 
aftiens, and violences of that kind, cut off the 
branches j -?- this fmote the root j — all perifhed 
^th it — - the injury irreparable. — No after-aQ: 
could make amends for it. — What recompence 
can he give to a man in exchange jfbr his life ? — n 
What fatisfeftion to the widow, -— f the fatherlefs, 
-— to the family,— the friends, — the relations,-— 
cut off from his proteflion, — ^ and rendered per- 
haps deftitute, — perhaps miferable for ever ! > 
' • No wonder that, by the law of nature, ~ this 
crime was always^purfued with the moft extreme 
tdig^ance y — which made thebarbarians to judge, 
'* - whc^ 



SERMON " XXXV. ap 

trhdi they £ew St. Paul upon the point of dying ft 
fudden and terrifying death, —^ No doubt this man 
IS a murderer ; who, though he has efcaped the 
fea, yet vengeance fuflfereth not to Kre. -*— « 

The cenfure th^re was rafh and uncharitable ; 
but the honeft deteftation of the crime was up^ 
permoftr ^— They faw a dreadful punifliment, — 
they thought : — • and in feeing the one, they fuf- 
pefted the other. — And the vengeance which 
had overtaken the holy man, was meant by them,' 
the vengeance and punifliment of the Almighty 
Being, whofe providence and honour were con- 
cerned in purfuing him, from the place he had 
fled from, to that ifland. 

: The honour and authority of God is moft evl 
dently ftruck at, moft catainiy, in every fudi 
crime, — and therefore he would purfue it ; — i- 
it being the reafon in the ninth of Genefis, upoa 
which the prohibition of murder is grounded ; -i- 
for in the image of God created he man ; — as 
if to attempt the life of a man had fomething ip 
it peculiarly daring and audacious ; — ^ not only 
Shocking as to its confequence above all otha* 
crimes, but of perfonal violence and lAdignity 
againft God, the author of our life and death. --^ 
That it is the higheft a^ of injuflice to man, and 
VfHch will admit of no compenfation, — ; t Jbave 
Smdf '-^-But the depriving a man of Kfe, does^not 
4Qmprehend the whole of his fuSering y he niaf 
l)e (ut jpff in an unprovided or difordered condK 
pMp with r^ar4 to thH?;gi^t. account betwixt hi^ 
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fdf and his Maker. — He ^nay b6 unifler thepoxr* 
cr of irregular pafCons and defires. ^^ The beft 
of men are not always upon their guard. -^ And 
I am fare we have all reafon to join in that af- 
fedJng part of our Litany, -— That amongft other 
evils, — God would deliver usfrom fudden deaths 

— that we may have fome forefight of that period 
to compofe our fpirits, — prepare our accounts, 

— and- put ourfelves in the beft pofture we can to 
meet it ; — for, after we are moft prepared, — 
it is a terror to human nature. •— 

The people of fome nations are faid to have a 
peculiar art in poifoning by flow and gradual ad- 
vances. — ^ In this cafe, — however horrid, — it 
favours of mercy with regard to our fpiritual ftate ; 

— for the fenfible decays of nature which a fuf- 
ferer muft feel within him from the fecret work- 
ings of the horrid drug — give warning, and fhew 
that mercy which the bloody hand that comes 
upon his neighbour fuddenly, and flays him with 
guile^ — has denied him. — It may ferve to ad* 
monifh him of the duty of repentance, and to 
make his peace with God, whilft he had time and 
opportunity. — The fpeedy execution^ of juftice, 
which, as our laws -now ftand, and which were 
intended for that end, •— muft ftrike the greater 
terror upon that accpunt. — Short as the interval 
between fentence and death is, •— it is long,- corn- 
pored to the cafe of the murdered. — Thou at* 
kxwedft the man no time, -^ faid the judg^ to 4 
iaie criminal, in a m^ afieding manner ; thou 

allowedft 
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iiUpwedil him not a moment to prepare far ^dsd- 
ty ; 7— and to one who thinks at all, ~ it is, pf all 
refie^ons and felf-accufation, the mjcA heavy adtf 
imfiirinount^Ie, «r«- lliat by the hand of vblenttp 
a man in a peifed ftate of health, -*- whilit he 
walks out in perfed feciirity, as he thinks, witk 
his frkaids ; — .perhaps whilft he is fleq>ing found- 
ly, '^T^ to be hurried out of the world by the.aflat 
. fin, ^^ by a fudden ftroke, -^ to find himfelf at 
the bar o^ God's juflice, without notice and pii9« 
j)aration for his trial, — 'tis moft horrible J 

Though he be really a good man, (and it is tn 
be hoped God makes m^cifiil allowances in fuc^ 
cafes,) -»— yet it is a terrifying confideration at the 
bfift ; f-^ and, as ±e injury is greater, — ^ ther« 
are alio very aggravating circumflancest reladoig 
to the perfon who commits this ad. ^^ As wheat 
it is the effed not of a raih and fudden paflion, 
which fometimes diforders and cosaifidands realbn 
fol*. a moment, -^ but of a deliberate aud propenf^ 
defign or malice. •«-» When the fun not only gMS 
down, , but fifes upon his wrath ; •-— when he ileepg 
not p^ till be has ftruck the ftroke j — when^ 
after be has had time and leifure to recoiled hisl.«^ 
felf^ «N^ and coftitider what he is going to do ; -^m 
when, after all the checks of coi^fcience, •— tho 
firuggles of humanity,'~ th^ recoiling^ of hig 
owni>lood, at the tboughtis t^ (bedding another 
maaV-^^N he fhall perfift ftill, «— a^d reibkre to 
do it.^#- Merciful God ! prot^ us^-^ from (ii^ng 
or.fuffering fuck»eviliS.>^'5Ieffed be thy naiend 
' ^v T 12 and 
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-Snd providence, which feldom or ever.fuffers It fd 
dcape with impunity. •*- In vain does the guilty 
^^atter himfelf with hopes of fecrecy or impunity i 
the eye of God' is always upon him. ^^ Whither 
can he fly from his prefence ! — By the immen- 
fity of his nature, he is pt-efent in all places : --^ 
by the infinity of it, to all times ; — by his 6nl- 
nifcience, to all thoughts, words, and a£Hons of 
men. -^ By an emphatical phrafe in Scripture, 
the blood of the innocent is faid to cry to heaven 
from the ground for Vengeance ; — and it w^ 
for this reafon^ that he^might be brought to juftice, 
that he was debvx^ the benefit of any afylum 
and the, cities df refuge/ — For the elders of his 
city fhall fend andjetch hxm thence, and deliver 
him into the fiand-^tiG the avenger of blood, — 
and their eye fliould not pity him* 

yhe text fays^ — Thou (halt take him from 
my altar that he; may die. — It ha4 been a very 
ancient imagination, that for men guilty of this 
and other horrid crimes, — a place held facred, 
as dedicated to God, was a refuge and protection 
to them from the hands of juftice. — The law of 
God cuts the tranfgreflbr off from all delufive 
hoper of this kind ; — and I think the Romifli 
dxurch has very little to boaft of in the fanftuaries 
which fhe leaves open for this and other crimes 
and. irregularities — San&uaries which are often 
tbe^firft tiemptadons to wickednefs, ;and therefore 
bring the. greater fcandal and difhonour to her 
that authorifes their pretenfions* — • 
; ♦ Every 
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, Every obftrudtion of the courfe of juftice, — 
is a idioor opened to betray fociety, and bereave 
us^of thofe blefTings which it has in view. — Tp 
ftand up for the privileges of fuch places, is to 
invite nien to (in with a bribe of impunity* — It 
is a ftrange way of doing honour to God, to 
fcreen adion^ which are a difgrace to humanity. -— 
What Scripture and all civilized nations teach* 
concerning the crime of taking away another 
man's Mife, — is applicable to the wickednefs of 
a man's attempting to bereave himfelf of his own* 

— He has no more right over it, — than over 
that of others : — and whatever falfe glofTes have 
been put upon it by men of bad heads or bad 
hearts, — it is at the bottom a complication of 
cowardice, and wickednefs, and weaknefs ; — is 
one of the fataleft miftakes defperation can hurry 
a man into j — inconfijflent with all the reafoning 
and religion of the world, and irreconcileaWe 
with that patience under affliQions, — that refig- 
nation and fubmiffion to the vnll of God in all 
ftrait^ which is required of us. — But if our cala- 
mities are brought upon ourfelves by a man's own 
wickednefs, — ftill has he lefs to urge, — leaft 
reafoa has he to renounce the protedion of God 

— when he moft (lands in need of it, and of his 
mercy. —^ ^ 

But as I intend the fubjed of felf-murder' for 
my difcoiQ-fe next, Sunday, — • I (hall not antici- 
pate; what I have to fay, but proceed to consider 
fome other cafes, in which the law relating to the 
' VOL. IV. D life 
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life of our neighbour is trangreffed in different 
degrees. — All which are generally fpoken of 
under the fubjeft of murder, — , and confidered 
by the beft cafuifts as a fpecies of the fame, — and 
in juftice to the fubjedl cannot be paffed here. — 
St. John fays, Whofqever hateth his brother is 
a murderer ; — it is the firft ftep to this fin ; — 
and our Saviour in his fermon upon the mount, 
has explained in how many (lighter and unfuf- 
pefted ways and degrees, — the command in 
the law, — Thou (halt do no murder, may be 
oppofed, if not broken. — All real mifchiels and 
injuries malicioufly brought upon a man, to the 
forrow and difturbance of his mind, — eating out 
the comfort of his life, and fliortening his days, are 
this fin in difguife ; — and the grounds of the 
Scripture exprefling it with fuchfeverity, is, — that 
the beginnings of wrath and malice, — in event, 
often extend to fuch great and unforefeen eflfefts, 
as, were we foretold them, — we fhould give fo 
little credit to, as to fay, — Is thy fervant a dog,^ 
that he fhould do this thing ? — And thou^ 
thefe beginnings do not neceffarily produce the 
worft, (God forbid they fhould !) yet they cannot 
be committed without thefe evil feeds are firft 
fown : — As Cain's caufelefs anger, (as Dr. 
Clarke obferves) againfl his brother, — to which 
the apoftle alludes — ended in taking away his 
life ; — and the beft inftruftors teach us, that, to 
avoid a fin, — we muft avoid the fteps and temp- 
tations which lead to it. — — 

This 
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This Ihould >rarn us to free our ininds from all 
tindure of avarice, and defire after what is another 
man's. **- It operates the fame "way, — and has 
terminated too oft in the fame crimen *— And it is 
the great excellency of the Chriftian religion^ — 
that it has an eye to this in the ftrefs laid upon the 
firft fprings of evils in the heart ; — rendering us 
accountable not only for our words, — but the 
thoughts themfelves, -— if not checked in time, 
butfuffered to proceed further than the firft mo- 
tions of concupifcence. 

Ye have heard, therefore, lays our Saviotu*, 
that it was faid by them of old time, — Thou ihalt 
not kill ; — but I fay unto you, — whofoever is 
angry with his brother without a caufe, fliall be in 
danger, of the judgment ; — and whofoever fhail 
fay to his brother, Raca, — fhall be in danger of 
the council ; -— but whofoever fhall fay, *^ thou 
fboV* — fhall be in danger of hell-fire. — The 
interpretation of which I fhall give you in the 
words of a great fcripturift, Dr. Clarke, -— and 
is as follows : — That the three gradations ^ of 
crimes are an allufion to the three different 
degrees of punifhment, in the three courts of 
judicature amongft the Jews..— -And our Saviour's 
meaning was, — that every degree of fin, from 
its firft ccMiception to its outrage, — every degree, 
of malice and hatred, fhall receive from God a 
punifhment proportionable to the offence. — 
Whereas the old law, according to the Jewifh in- 

D 2 terpretation, 
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terpretation, extended not to thefe things at alt^ 
— forbade only murder and outward injuries. — 
Whofoever fhall fay, " thou fool," fliall be in 
danger of hell-fire. — The fenfe of which is not 
that, in the (Irid and literal acceptation, every 
rafh and paffionate exprefEon fhall be puniftied 
with eternal damnation ; — (for who then would 
be faved ?) — but that at the exaft account at the 
judgment of the great day, every fecret thought 
and intent of the heart Ihali have its juft efli- 
mation and weight in the degrees of punifhment^ 
which fhall be affigned to every one in his final 
ftate. 

There is another fpecies of this crime which 
is feldom taken notice of in difcourfes upon the 
fubjed:, — arid yet can be reduced to no other 
-clafs: — And that is, where the life of our 
•neighbour is fhortened, — • and often taken away 
as>diredly as by a weapon, by the empirical fale 
of noflrums and quack medicines, — which igno- 
rance and avarice blend. — ■ The loud tongue of 
ignorance impudently promifes much, — and the 
.ear of the fick is open. — And as many of thefe 
pretenders deal in edge tools ; too many, I fear, 
perifh with the mifapplication of them. 

So great are the difficulties of tracing out the 
hidden caufes of the evils to which this frame of 
ours is fubjeft, — that the mofl candid of the 
profeffion have ever allowed and lamented how 
unavoidably they are in the dark. -*-* So that the 

beft 
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beft medicines, adminiftered TX^ith the wifeft heads, 

— ffiall often do- the mifchief they were intended 
to prevent. — Tbefe are misfortunes to which 
we are fubjed in this ftate of darknefs ; -—but 
when men without fkill, — without education, — ^ 
without knowledge either of the diftemper, or 
even of what they fell, — make merchandife of 
the miferable, — and, from a diflioneft principle, 

— trifle with the pains of the unfortunate, — - too 
often with their lives, — and from the mere 
motive of a difhoneft gain, — every fuch in- 
ftance of a perfon bereft of life by the hand of 
ignorance, can be confidered'in no other light- 
than a branch of the fame root. _ — It is murder 
in the true fenfe ; — which, though not cog- 

~ nizable by our laws, — by the laws of right, 
every man's own mind and confcience mud ap- 
pear equally black and deteftable. 

In doing what is wrong, — we Hand charge- 
able with all the bad confequences which arife 
from the aftion, whether forefeen or not. — And 
as the principal view of the empiric in thofe cafes 
is not what he always pretends, — the good of 
the public, — but the good of himfelf, — it 
makes the aftion what It is. > Under this 
head, it may not be improper to comprehend all 
adulterations of medicines, wilfully made worfe 
thro' avarice. — If a life is loft by fuch wilful 
adulterations, — and it may be affirmed, that, in 
xnahy critic^ turns of an acute diftemper, there 
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is but a fingle caft left for the patient, — the 
trial and chance of a iingle drug in his behalf ; 
and if that has wilfully been adulterated and 
wilfully defpoiled of its bed virtues, -i- what 
will the vender anfwer ? i 

May God grant we may all anfwer well for 
ourfelves, that we may be finally happy^ 
Amen. 
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MNCTITY OF THE AP0ST1.ES, 
MATTHEW, ]^i. 6f 

Blefled is he, that (hsdl not be offended in me» 

nPHE general prejudices of the Jewifli nation 
-■" concerifing the royal ftate and condition of 
the Saviour, who was to come into the world, — ^ 
was a ftone of (tumbling, and a rock of offence, 
to the greateft part of that imhappy and prepof- 
feffed people, when the promife was aftually fuU 
filled. Whether it was altogether the traditions 
of their fathers, — ^ or that the rapturous e^pref. 
fions of their prophets, which reprefented the 
MeflisJi's fpiritual kingdom in fuch extent of 
power and dominion, mifled them into it ; — or 
that their own carnal expectations turned wilful 
interpreters upon them, inclining them to look 
for nothing but the wealth and worldly grandeur 
-which were to be acquired under their deli¥erer : 
— whether thefe, — or that the fyftem of temr 
poral bleflings helped to cherifh thein in this' 
grofs and covetous expectation, — ^ it was one of 
the great caufes for their rejefting him. — ^' This 
fellow, we know not from whence he is," ->■ — w^ 
the popular cry of one part :- — and they who 
feemed to know whence he was, fcomfully tume4 
\t ^gainft him by the repeated quere, — i- ][s not 

p i^ this 
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this the carpenter, the fon of Mary, the brother 
of James and Jofes, and of Juda and Simon ? — 
and are not his fifters here with us ? — And they 
were offended at him. — So that, though it was 
prepared by God to be the glory of his people 
Ifrael, yet the circumfl:an<ies-of humility, in which 
he was manifefted, were thought a fcandal to 
them, — Strange ! — that he who was born their 
king, — fhould be born of no other virgin than 
Mary, the meaneft of their people ; — (for he 
hath regarded the low eftate of his handmaiden) 
•— and of one of the poorefl too : — for flie had 
not a lamb to offer, — but was purified, as Mofes 
direfted in fuch a cafe, by the oblation of a turtle- 
dove ; — that the Saviour of their nation, whom 
they expefted to be ufhered amidfl them with all 
the enfigns and apparatus of royalty, fhould be 
brought forth in a flable, and anfwerable to 
diftrefs ; — fubjefte4 all his life to the lowefl 
conditions of humanity : — that whilfl he lived, 
he fhould not have a hole to put his head in, nor 
his CQrpfe in, when he died ; — but his grave too 
mufl be the gift of charity. — Thefe were 
thwarting confiderations to thofe who waited for 
the -redemption of Ifrael, and looked for it in no 
other fhape, than the accomplifhment of thofe 
golden dreams of temporal power and fove- 
reignty, which had filled their imaginations. — 
The ideas were not to be reconciled ; — and fo 
infuperable an obflacle was the prejudice on one 
fide, to their belief on the other — that it lite- 
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SERMON XXXVI. 41 

rally fell out, as Simeon prophetically djeclared of 
the Mefliah, — that lie was fet forth for thefallj as 
well as the rifing again, of many in Ifrael. 

This, though it was the caufe of their infidelity, 
was however no excufe for it. — - For whatever 
their miftakes were, the miracles which were 
wrought in contradiftion to them, brought con- 
viflion enough to leave them without excufe ; — 
and befides it was natural for them to have con- 
cluded, had their prepoffeflions given them leave, 
^— that Tie who fed five thoufand with five loaves 
iand two fiflies, could not want power to be great ; 

— and therefore nei^ded not to appear in the con- 
dition of poverty and meannefs,had it not, on other 
fcores, been more needful to confront thepride and 
vanity of the world, — and to ftiew his followers 
Vrhat the temper of chriftianity Vv'as, by the temper 
of its firft inftitutor ; — who, though they were 
offered, and he could have commanded them,' — - 
defpifedthe glories of the world : r — took upon him 
vthe form of a fervant ; — and though equal with 
God, — yet made himfelf of no reputation, — 
that he might fettle, and be the example of, fo 
holy and humble a religion, and thereby con- 
vince his difciples for ever, that neither his king- 
dom, nor their happinefs, were to be of this world. 

— Thus the Jews might have cafily argued ; — 
but when there was nothing but reafon to do it with 
on one fide, and ftrong prejudices, backed with in- 
tereft, to maintain the difpute, upon the other, — 
we do not find the point is always fo eafily deter- 

mined. 
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mined. — Although the purity of our Saviour's^ 
dodfaine, and the mighty works ,he wrought in its 
fupport, were demonftratively ftrongerj^-guments; 
for his divinity, than the unrefpefted lowlinefs of 
his condition could be againft it ; — yet the preju-. 
dice continued ftrong ; — they had been accuflome4 
to temporal promifes ; — fo bribed to do their duty^ 
they could not endure to think of a religion that 
would not promife, as much as Mofes did, to fill 
their balket, and fet them high above all nations : — 
a religion whofe appearancewasnot great andfpkn- 
did, — but looked thin and meagre ; — and whofe 
principles and promifes, -r- like the curfew of their 
law, — f called fpr fufferings, and promifed per* 
fecutions^ 

If we take this key along with us tlu^ough the 
New Teftament, it will let us into the fpirit an4 
meankig of many of our 5avipur's replies in hi§ 
conferences with his difdples and othei^ of the 
Jews ; — fo particularly in this place, Matthew, 
vi. when John had fent two of his difciples to en*? 
quire. Whether it was he. that (hould come, 
or that they were to look for another? — ? 
Our Saviour, with a particular eye tp. this preju- 
dicej and the general fcandal he knew had rifei^ 
againft his religion upon this worldly account, —?•, 
after a recital to the meflengers of the many mira- 
cles he had wrought ; as that — the blind receive^ 
their fight, •: — the lame walked, — the lepers were 
cleanfed, — the dead raifed ; — all which charac- 
tcrs, with their benevolent ends, fully demonftrate^ 
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him to be the Meffiah that was promHed them ; — * 
he clofes up his anfwer to them with the words of 
the te^t, — And blefled is he that fhall not be of- 
fended in me ; — • Blefled is tl^e man whofe upright 
and honefl; heart will not be blin4ed by worldly 
confiderations, or hearjten to his lufts and pre» 
pofleffions in a truth of this ipoment. — The like 
benediction is recorded in the 7th chapter of St, 
Luke, and in the fix;th of St. John ; — » when Peter 
broke 'out in that wann confeifipn of their belief 
-r- Lord, we believe — • we are fure that thou art 
Chrift, the fon of the living God. — The fame 
benediftion is uttered, — though couched in dif» 
ferent words, -« Blelfed art thou, Simon Barjona ; 
•r— for flefh and blood has not revealed it, but my 
Father which is in heaven. -^ Flelh and blood, — 
the Qatural workings pf this carnal defire : — the 
luft and love of the wofld have had no ha^d in 
this conviflion of thine ; — but my Father, and 
the works which I have wrought in his name, — 
in vindication of this faith,. — have eftablilhed thee 
in it, againft which the gates of hell fhall riot prevail.' 
This univerfal ruling principle, and almoft in- 
vincible attachment to the interefls and gfories 
of the world, which we fee firft made fo power- 
ful a ftand againft the belief of chriftianity, ^— 
has continued to have as ill an efFed, at leaft upon 
the pradlice of it ever fince ; — and therefore there 
is no one pointof wifdom, that isof anearer import- 
ance to us^ — than to purify this grofs appetite, 
^d reftrain it within bpundc, by lowering our 

high 
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hicrh conceit of the things of this life, and our 
concern for thofe advantci<^es* which mifled the 
Jews. — To jud^e juftly of the world, — we muft 
ftand at a due diftance from it ; — which will 
difcover to us the vanity of its riches and honours, 
in fuch true dimenfions, as will engage us to be- 
have ourfelves towards them with moderation. — 
This is all that is wanting to make us wife and 
good ; — that Vv^e may be left to the full influence 
of religion ; — to which chriftianity So far con- 
duces, that it is the great blcffing, the peculiar ad- 
vantage we enjoy under its inftitution, that — it 
affords us not only the moft excellent precepts of 
this kind, but alfo it fhews us thofe precepts con- 
firmed by moft excellent examples. — A heathen 
philofopher may talk very elegantly about defpi- 
fing the world, and like Seneca, may prefcribe 
very ingenious rules to teach us an art he never ex- 
ercifed himfelf: — for all the while he was writ- 
ing in praife of poverty, he was enjoying a great 
eftate, and endeavouring to make it greater. — 
But if ever we hope to reduce thofe rules to prac- 
tice, it muft be by the help of religion, -i— If we 
would find men who by their lives bore witnefs to 
•their doftrines, we muft look for them amongft the 
■afts and monuments of our church, — amongft 
the firft followers of their crucified Mafter ; who 
fpoke with authority, becaufe they fpoke experi- 
•mentally, and took care to make their words good 
— by defpifing the world, and voluntarily ac- 
■ counting all things in it lofs, that they might win 

Chrift, 
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ChriH, — O holy and bleffed apbftles ! — bleffed 

were ye indeed, — for ye conferred not with flefli 

and blood, — for ye were not offended in him 

-through any confiderations of this world ; — ye 

conferred not with flefli and blood, neither with 

its fnares and temptations. — Neither the pleafures 

of life or the pains of death laid hold upon your 

faith, to make you fall from him* — Ye had your 

prejudices of worldly grandeur in common wit^ 

the reft of your nation ; — faw, like them, your 

expeftations blafted ; — but ye gave them .up, as 

. men governed by reafon and truth. — As ye fur- 

rendet-ed all your hopes in this world to your faith 

with fortitude, — fo did ye meet the terrors of the 

world with the fame tejnper. — Neither the frowns 

and difcountenwce of the civil powers, — neither 

tribulation, or diftrefs, or perfecution, — or coljJ, 

— - or nakednefs, — or famine, — or the fword,-. 

could feparate from you the love of Chrift. — Yfi 

took up your crofles cheerfully, and followed him ; 

— followed the fame rugged way — trod the wine- 

prefs after him ; — voluntarily fubmitting your- 

felves to poverty, - — to punilhment, — *to the fcom 

and the reproaches of the world, which ye knew 

were to be the portion of all of you who engaged 

in preaching a myftery fo fpoken againft by tl^e 

world ; — fo unpalatable to all its paflions and 

pleafures, • — and fo irreconcilable to the pride of 

human reafon. — So that, ye were, as one of ye 

expreffed and all of ye experimentally foun^,' 

though ye were made as the filth of the world, 

and 



and the off-fcouring of all things, upon this a<J* 
count i — yet ye went on as zealoufly as ye fet out. 
-— Ye were not oflfended, nor afhamed of the gof- 
pel of Chrift ; — wherefore ihould ye ? — The i0!« 
poflor and hypocrite might have been afhamed ; — 
the guilty would have found caufe for it ; — ye 
had no caufe, — though ye had temptation. --- Ye 
preached but what ye knewj and your honeft and 
fright-hearts gave evidence, — the flrongeft, — 
to the truth of It"; ^=-^fDrye^lefl=aH;^^^:e^ &^ 
all, -— ye gave all that your fincerity had left you 
to give. _ Yegave.your lives at laft as pledges and 
confirmations of your faith and warmed affe&ion 
for your Lord. — Holy and blefled men ! — ye 
g:ave all, — when, alas ! our cold and frozen affec- 
tion will part with nothing for his fake, not even 
With our vices and follies, which are worfe than 
nothing; — for they are vanity , and mifery, and 

death. ^ 

The ftate of chriftianity calls not now forfuch 
evidences, as the apoftles gave of their attach- 
ment to it. — We have, Kterally ipeaking, neither 
houf^ nof lands, nor poffeffiaxxs to forfake ; — 
we have neither wives or childrexi^ or brethren or 
lifters, to be torn, from ; — no raC^^l pleafure — 
or natural endearrn^nts to give , i^P- — We have 
nothing to part "^^^j — l>^t wh^^ ^s not our in- 

^ereft to keep • ^^ '^^ suid paffions. — We 

iave nothing to do f^^ Chrift*s fake — but what 
5 moft for our owti 5 — that is = — to be temperate, 
*id chafte, and juft^ — ^^ peaceable, — and cha- 

ntable 
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ritable — and kind t6 one another. — So that if 
man could fuppofe himfelf in a capacity even of 
capitulating* with God, concerning the terms 
upon which he would fubmit to his government ; 
— • and to chufe the laws he would be bound td 
obferve in teftimony of his faith ; — it were impof- 
fible for him to make any propofals which, upon 
all accounts, fhould be more advantageous to his 
interefts, than thofe very conditions to which we 
are already obliged ; that is^ to deny ourfelves 
ungodlinefs, to live foberly and righteoufly in this 
prefent life, and lay fuch reftraints upon our ap- 
petites as for the honor of human nature, — the 
improvement of our happinefs, — our health, — • 
our peace, — our reputation and ikfety. When 
one confiders this reprefentation of the temporal 
inducements of chriftianity, — and compares it 
with the difficulties and difcouragements which 
they encountered who firft made profeffion of a 
perfecuted and hated religion ; — at the iame time 
that it raifes th^ idea of th^ fortitude and fandity 
of thefe holy men, of whom the world is not wor- 
thy, — it fadly diminifhes that of ourfelves, -— 
which, though it has all the bleffings of this life ap- 
parently on its fide to fupport it — yet can fcarce 
be kept alive ; — and if we may form a judgment 
from the little ftock of religion which is left, -— 
fliould God ever exaft the fame trials, — unlefs 
we greatly alter for the better, — or there fhould 
prove fome fecret charm in perfecution, which 
we know not of. — It is much to be doubted, if 

the 
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the Son of man fliould make this proof, — of this 
generation, — whether there would be found 
faith upon the earth. 

As this argument may convince us, — fo let it 
fliame us unto virtue, — that the admirable exam- 
ples of thofe holy men may not be left us, or com- 
memorated by us to no end ; — but rather that 
they may anfwer the pious purpofe of their infli- 
tution, — to conform our lives to theirs, — that 
with them we may be partakers of a glorious in- 
heritance, through Jefus Chrift our Lord. 
Amen. 
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PENAKCES. 

I JOHN, V. 3. 

And his commandments are not grievous. 

NO, — they are not grievous, my dear audi- 
tors. — Amongft the many prejudices which 
at one time or other have been conceived againft 
our holy religion, there is fcarce any one which 
has done more diflionour to chriftianity, or 
which has been more oppofite to the fpirit of 
the gofpel, than this, in exprefs contradidion to 
the words of the text, ** That the command- 
ments of God are grievous,*'-— That the way 
which leads to life is not only ftrait, for that 
our Saviour tells us, and that with much 
tribulation we fhall feek it ; — but that chriftians 
are bound to make the worft of it, and tread it 
barefoot upon thorns and briers, — if ever they 
exped to arrive happily at their journey's end, — * 
And in courfe, — during this difaftrous pilgrim- 
age, it is our duty fo to renounce the world, 
tod abftradt ourfelves from it, as neither to inter- 
Fere with its interefts, or tafte any of the plea- 
fores or any of the enjoyments of this life. ■ ■ 

Nor has this been confined merely to fpecula- 
tion, but has frequently been extended to prac- 
tice, as is plain, not only from the lives of many 
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legendary faints and hermits, -i— whofe chief com- 
mendation feems to have been, " That they fled 
unnaturally from all commerce with their fellow- 
creatures, and then mortified, - and pioufly half- 
ftarved themfelves to death;'* — but like\wfe 
from the many auftere and fantaflic orders which 
we fee in the Ronlifli church, which have all owed 
their origin and eftablifhment to the fame idle 
and extravagant opinion. 

Nor is it to be doubted, but the afFeftation of 
fomething like it in our Methodifts, when they 
defcant upon the neceflity of alienating them- 
felves from the world, and felling all that they 
have, — is not to be afcribed to the fame mif- 
taken enthufiallic principle, which would caft 
fo black a fhade upon religion, as if the kind 
Author of it had created us on purpofe to go 
mourning all 9ur lives long, in fack-cloth . and 
aflies, — and fent us into the world, as fo many. 
faint-errants, in quell of adventures full of forrow 
and affliftion. 

Strange force of enthufiafm ! — and yet not 
altogether unaccountable. — For what opinion 
was there ever fo odd, or adtion fo extravagant, 
which has not, at one time or other, been pro- 
duced by ignorance, — conceit, —. melancholy ? 
^— a mixture of devotion, with an ill concurrence 
of air and diet, opperating together in the fame 
perfon. — When the mind§ of men happen to 
be thus unfortunately prepared, whatever ground- 
lefe doftrine rifes up, and fettles itfelf ftrongly 

upon. 
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upon their -fancies, has generally the ilUuck to 
be interpreted as an illuminatioti from the fpirit 
of God ; — and whatever ftrange adion they 
find in themfelves a (Irong inclination to do,— 
that impulfe is concluded to be a call from hea- 
ven ; and confequently, — that they cannot err 
in executing it. -— 

If this, or fome fuch account, was not to be ad- 
mitted, how is it poflible to be. conceived that 
chriftianity, which breathed out nothing but peace 
and comfort to mankind, which profeffedly took 
off the feverities of the Jewifh law, and was 
given us in the fpirit of meeknefs, to eafe our 
(houlders of a burden which was too heavy 
for us : — that this religion, fo kindly calculated 
for the eafe and tranquillity of man, which en- 
joins nothing but what is fuitable to his nature, 
fhould be fo mifunderftood : — 01: that it fhould 
ever be fuppofed, — that he who is infinitely 
happy, could envy us our enjoyments ; or that a 
Being infinitely kind, would grudge a mourn- 
ful paflenger a little reft and refrefhment, to 
fupport his fpirits through a weary pilgrimage j 
- — or that he fhould call him to an account here- 
after, becaufe, in his way, he had haftily fnatched 
at fome fugacious and innocent pleafures, till be 
was fuffered to take up his final repcfe. — This 
is no improbable account, and the many invita- 
tions we find in Scripture to a grateful enjoyment 
of the bleffings laid: advantages of life, make it 
evident. — The apoftle t^Us u^ in the text, — 
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That God's commandments are not grievous. — 
He has pleafure in the profperity of his people, 
and wills not that they fliould ^um tyrants and 
executioners upon their minds or bodies, and in- 
flidl pains and penalties on them to no end or pur- 
pofe : ' — That he has propofed peace and plenty, 
joy, and vidory, as the encouragement and por- 
tion of his fervants ; thereby inftrufting us, — 
that our virtue is not neceffarily endangered by 
the fruition of outward things ; — but that tem- 
poral bleffings and advantages, inftead of extin- 
guifliing, more naturally kindle our love ' and 
gratitude to God, before whom it is no way 
inconfiftent both to worfhip and rejoice. 

If this was not fo, why, you'll fay, does God 
feem to have made fuch provifion -for our happi- 
nefs ? — Why has he given us fo many powers 
and faculties for enjoyment, and adapted fo many 
objefts to ^ gratify and entertain them ? — Some 
of which he has created fo fair, — with fuch won-^ 
derful beauty, and has formed them fo escquifitely 
for this end, — that they have power, for a time, 
to charm away the fenfe of pain, — to cheer up 
the dejefted heart under poverty and ficknefs, 
and make it go and remember its miferies no 
more. — ^ Can all this, you'll fay, be l^econciled 
to God's wifdom, which does nothing in vain ; 
x>Y can it be accounted for on any other fuppo- 
fition, tut that the Author of our being, who 
has given us all things richly to enjoy, walls ua^ 
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a coirifbrtable exiftence even here^ and feems 
moreover fo evidently to have ordered things 
with a view to this, that the ways which lead to 
our future happinefs, when rightly underftood, 
he has made to be ways of pleafantnefs, and all 
her paths peace ? 

From this reprefentation of things we are led 
to this demonftrative truth, then, that God never 
intended to debar man of pleafures under cer- 
tain limitations. 

Travellers, on a bufinefs of the laft and moft 
important concern, may be allowed to pleafe 
their eyes with the natural and artificial beauties 
of the country they are paffing through, with- 
out reproach of forgetting the main errand they 
were fent upon ; — - and if they are not led out 
of their road by variety of profpefts, edifices, 
and ruins, would it not be a fenfelefs piece of 
feverity to fhut their eyes againft fuch gratifi- 
cations ? " For who has required fuch fervice 
at their hands ?" 

The humouring of certain appetites, where 
morality is not concerned, feems to be the means 
by which the Author of nature intended to 
fweeten this journey of life, and bear us up under 
the many fhocks and hard joftlings, which we 
are fure to meet with in our way. — And a man 
might, with as much reafon, muffle up himfelf 
againft funfhine and fair weather, — and at other 
timeis expofe himfelf naked to the inclemencies 
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of cold and rain, as debar himfclf of the innocent 
delights of his nature, for aflfefted referve and 
melahcholy. 

It IS true, on the other hand, our pafHons are 
apt to grow upon us by indulgence, and become 
exorbitant, if they are not kept under ex^Qt dif- 
cipline, that by way of caution and prevention, 
'twere better at certain times, to affed fome 4^ 
gree of needlefs referve, than hazard any ill con- 
fequences from the other extreme. 

But when almoft the whole of religion is made 
to confift in the pious fooleries of penances and 
fufFerings, as is pradtifed in the church of Rome 
(did no other evil attend it), yet, fince it is 
putting religion upon a wrong fcent, placing it 
more in thefe than in inward purity and integrity 
of heart, one cannot guard too much againft this, 
^as well as all other fuch abufes of religion, as 
make it to confift in fomething which it ought 
not. — Hoyr fuch mockery became a part of re- 
ligion at firft, or upon what motives they were 
imagined to be fervices acceptable to God, is 
hard to give a better account of than what was 
hinted above ; — - namely, that men of melan- 
choly and morofe tempers, conceiving the Deity 
to be like themfelves, a gloomy, difcontented, 
and forrowful being, -^ believed he delighted, as 
they did, in fplenetic and mortify^ing aftions, and 
therefore made their religious worfhip to confift 
of chimeras as wild and barbarous as their own 
drpains and vapours. 

What 
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What Ignorance and enthufiafm at firft intro- 
duced — now tyranny and impofture continue to 
fupport. — So that the political improvement of 
thefe delufions to the purpofes of wealth and 
power, is made one of the ftrongeft pillars which 
upholds the Romifli religion ; — which, with all 
its pretences to a more ftrift mortification and 
fanclity, — when you examine it minutely, is ' 
little elfe than a mere pecuniary contrivance. — 
And the trueft definition you can give of popery 

— is, -i- that it is a fyftem put together and con- 
trived to operate upon men's weakneffes and paf- 
fions --^ and therelry to pick their pockets, — - 
and leave them in a fit condition for its arbitrary 
defigns. 

And indeed that church has not been wanting 
in gratitude for the good offices of this kind, which 
' the doftrine of penances has done them ; for, in 
confideration of its fervices, — they have raifed 
it above the level of moral duties, — and have 
at length complimented it into the number of 
their facraments, and made it a neceflary point 
of falvation. 

By thefe and other tenets, no lefs politic and 
inquifitional, ^ — popery has found out the art of 
making men miferable in fpite of their fenfes„ and 
the plenty with which God has bleffed them^ 

So that in many countries where popery reigiis, 

— but efpecially in that part of Italy where fhe 
has raifed her throne, — though, by the happi- 
nefs of its foil and climate, it is capable of pro 
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ducing as great variety and abiindaaee as any 
country upon earth ; — yet fo fuccefsful have its 
fpiritual diredors been in the management and 
retail of thefe bleflings, — that they have found 
means to allay, if not entirely to defeat, them all^ 
by one pretence or other. — Some bittemefs is 
officioufly fqueezed into every man's cup for his 
fours health, till, at length, the whole intention 
of nature and providence is deftroyed. — It is not 
furprifmg that where fuch unnatural feverities 
are praftifed and heightened by other hardfliips, 
— the moft fruitful land fhould be barren^ and 
wear a face of poverty and d^olation ; — or that 
many thoufands, as have been obferved, fhould 
fly from the rigours of fuch a government, and 
feek fhelter rather amongft rocks and deferts, 
than lie at the mercy of fo many unreafonable 
tafk-makers, under whom they can hope for no 
ether reward of their induftry, — but rigorous 
flavery, made ftill worfe by the tortures of unnecef* 
fary mortifications. — / fay unnecejfary^ — be- 
caufe where there is a virtuous and good end 
propofed from any fober inflance of felf-denial 
and mortification, — God forbid we fhould call 
them unnecelTary, or that we fhould difpute 
againfl a thing — from the abufe to which it has 
been put ; — - and^ therefore, what is faid in gene* 
ral upon this head, "will be underftood to reach 
no farther than where the praftice ig become «t 
piixture of fraud and tyranny, but will no ways 
J^e iiiterpreted to extend to thofe felf-denials which 

' the 
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the difcipUne of oxir holy church direfts^ at this 
folemn feafon ; which have been introduced by 
reafon and good fenfe at firft, and have fince been 
applied to ferve no purpofes, — but thofe of re- 
ligion. — thefe, by reftraining our appetites for 
a while, and withdrawing our thoughts from 
groffer objedts, — do, by a mechanical eflfeft, dif- 
pofe us for cool and fober reflections, incline us 
to turn our eyes inwards upon ourfelves, and con- 
fider what we are, — and what we have been 
doing ; — for what intent we were fent into the 
world,' and what kind of charafters we were de- 
figned to aft in it. 

It is neceflary that the mind of man, at fome 
certain periods, fhould be prepared to enter into 
this account ; and without fome fuch difcipline, 
to check the infolence of unreftrained appetites, 
and call home the confcience, — the foul- of man, 
capable as it is of brightnefs and perfeftion, would 
fink down to the lowed depths of darknefs and ^ 
brutality. — However true this is, — there ftill 
appears no obligation to renounce the imiocent 
delights of our beings, or to affeft a fuUen dif- 
tafte againft them. — Nor, in truth, *— can even 
the fuppofition of it be well admitted : — for . 
pleafures arifing from the free and natural exer- 
cife of the faculties of the mind and body, to talk 
them down, is like talking againft the frame and 
mechanifm of human nature, and would be no 
lefs fenfelefs than the difputing againft the burn- 
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ing of fire, or falling downwards of a ftone. — ' 
B^de^ this, — man is fo contrived, that he ftands 
in need of frequent repairs ; — both mind and 
body are apt to fmk and grow unaftive under l6ng 
and clofe attention ; — and, therefore, muft be 
reftored by proper recruits- — Some part of our 
time may doubtlefs innocently -and lawfully bs 
employed m aftions merely diverting ; — and 
whenever fuch indulgencies become criminal, it 
is feldom the nature of theaftioris themfelves,. — 
but the excefs which m^kes them fo. 

But fome one may here afk, — By what rule 
are we to judge of excefs in thefe cafes ? — If 
the enjoyment of the fame fort of pleafures may 
be either innocent or guilty, according to the ufe 
and abufe of them, — how (hall we be certified 
where the boundaries lie ? — or be fpeculative 
enough to know how fiar w? may go with fafety ? 
— I anfwer, there are very few who are not ca- 
fuifts enough to make a right judgment in this 
point. — For fince one principal reafon, why God 
may be fuppofed to allow pleafure in this world, 
feems to be for the refrefhment and recruit of our 
fouls and bodies, which like clocks, muft be 
wound up at certain intervals, — every man un- 
derftands fo much of the frame and mechaniliii 
of himfelf, to know how and when to unbend hhn- 
fdf with fuch relaxations as are neceflary to re- 
gain his natural vigour and cheerfulnefs, without 
vhrch it is impoffible he fhould either be in a 
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difpofidon or capacity to difcharge thefe feveral 
dutiea of his life. — Here then the. partition be- 
comes vifible. . 

• Whenever we pay this tribute to our appetites, 
any further than is fufficient for the purpofes for 
which it was firft granted, — the aftion propor-^ 
tionably loies fome fliare of its innocence. — The 
furplufage of what is unneceffarily fpent on fuch 
occafions, is fo much of the little portion of our 
time negUgently fquandered, which, in prudence, 
we fhould apply better ; becaufe it was allotted 
us for more important ufes, and a different ac- 
count will be required of it at our hands here- 
after. 

For. this reafon, does it not evidently follow, 
— that many aftions and purfuits, which are 
irreproachable in their own natures, may be ren- 
dered blameable and vicious, from this fmgle con- 
fideration, " That they have made us wafteful of 
the moments of this fhort and uncertain fragment 
of ]Ufe, which fhould be almoft one of our laft 
prodigalities, (ince of them all the leaft retrieve- 
able/' — Yet how often is diverfion, inftead of 
amufement and relaxation, made the art and 
bufinefs of Kfe itfelf? — Look round, — what 
policy and contrivance is every day put in prac- 
tice, for pre-engaging every day in the week, and 
parcelling out every hour of the day for one idle- 
nefs or another, — for doing nothing, or fome- 
thing worfe than nothing ; — and that with fo 
inuch ingenuity, as fcarce to leave a minute upon 

their 
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their hands to reproach them. — Though wc all 
complain of the fhortnefs of life,— <• yet how 
many people feem quite overftocked with the 
days and hours of it, and are continually fending 
out into the highways and ftreets of the city for 
guefts to come and take it off their hands. —- If 
fame of the more diftrefsful objeds of this kind 
were to fit down and write a bill of their time, 
though partial as that of the unjuft Reward, — • 
when they found in reality, that the whole fun^ 
of it, for many years, amounted to little more 
than this, -*-- that they had rofe up to eat, — - to 
drink, -^ to play, — and had laid down again, 
merely becaufe they were fit for nothing elfe : -— 
when they looked back and beheld this fair fpace, 
capable of fuch heavenly improvements, -^- all 
fcrawled over and defaced with a fucceffion of fo 
many unmeaning cyphers, — - good God ! — * how 
would they be aihamed and confounded at the 
account. 

With what reflexions will they be able to fup- 
port themfelves in the decline of a life fo mifer* 
ably caft away, ^-^ fhould it happen, as it fonie- 
times does, — that they have ftood idle even 
unto the eleventh hour ? -— . We have not dways 
power, and are not always in a temper, to ims» 
pofe upon ourfelvest — When the edge of ab* 
petite is worn down, and the fpirits of youthful 
days are cooled^ which hurried us on in a circle 
of pleafure and impertinence, — then reafon and 
refleclion will have the weight which they de^ 
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ferve ; — afflidtions, or the bed of ficknefs, will 
fupply the place of confcience ; — -, and if they 
fliould fail,— -old age will overtake us at laft, — 
and fliew us the paft purfuits of life — and force 
us to look upon them in their true point of view. 
— If there is any thing more to caft a cloud upon 
lb melancholy a profped as this fhews us, -— it 
is furely the difficulty and hazard of having all the 
work of the day to perform in the laft hour ; — 
of making an atonement to God, when we have 
no facrifice to offer him, but die dregs and in- 
firmities of thofe daysy when we could have no 
pleafure in them. 

How far God may be pleafed to accept fuch 
late and imperfeft fervices, is beyond the intention 
of this difcourfe. — Whatever ftrefs fome may lay 
upon it, — a death-bed repentance is but a weak 
and flender plank to truft our all upon. — Such 
as it is ; — to that, — and God's infinite mercies, 
we coifimit them, who will not employ that time 
and opportunity he has given to provide a better 
fecurity. 

That we may all make a right ufe of the time 
allotted us, — God grant through the merits of 
of his ^on Jefus Chrift. Amen. 
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ON ENTHUSIASM. 

ST. JOHN, XT. 5. 

Far without me, ye can do nothing^. 

OUR Saviour, in the former part of the verfe, 
having told his difciples, — That he was 
the vine, and that they were only branches ; — 
intimating, in what a degree their good fruits, as 
well as the fuccefs of all their endeavours, were 
to depend upon bis communications with them ; 
• — he clofes the illuftration with the inference 
from it, in the words of the text, — For without 
me, ye can do nothing. — In the nth chapter to 
the Romans, where the manner is explained in 
which a chriftian (lands by faith, — there is a 
like illuftration made ufe of, and probably with 
an eye to this — where St. Paul inftrufts us, -— 
that a good man ftands as the branch of a wild 
olive does, when it is grafted into a good olive- 
tree ; — and that is, — it flourifhes not through 
its own virtue, but in virtue of the root, — and 
fuch a root as is naturally not its own. 

It is very remarkable in that paffage, — that 
the Apoftle calls a bad man a wild olive-tree ; — 
not barely a branch (as in the other cafe), but a 
tree, which, having a root of its own, fupports 
itfelf, and ftands in its own ftrength, and brings 

forth 
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forth its own fruit. — And fo does every bad 
man in refpeft of the wild and four fruit of a 
vicious and corrupt heart. — ^According to the 
refemblance, — if the apoftle intended it, — he 
is a tree^ — has a root of his own, — and fruit- 
feilnefe, fuch as it is, with a power to bring it 
forth without h^lp. But in refpect of religion, 
and the moral improvements of virtue and good- 
nefs, — the apoftle calls us, and reafon telis us, 
we are no more than a branch ; and rJl our fruit- 
fulnefs, and all our fupport, — depend fo much 
upon the influence and communications of God, 
[ — that without him we can do nothing, — as 
our Saviour declares in the text. —There is fcarce 
any point in our religion wherein men have run 
into fuch violent extremes as in the fenfes given 
to this, and-fuch-like declarations in Scripture, 
— of our fufEciency being of God ; — fome 
underflanding them fo, as to leave no meaning 
at all in them ; -r- others, — too much : - — the 
one injetpreting the gifts and influences of the 
fpirit, fo as to deftroy the truth of all fiich 
promifes and declarations in the gofpel ; — the 
other carrying their notions of them fo high, as 
to deftroy the reafon of the gofpel itfelf, — and 
render the chriflian religion, which confifts of 
fober and confiftent dcftrines, — the moft intoxi- 
qated, — the moft ' wild and unintelligible infti- 
tution that ever was in the world. 

This being premifed, I know not how I can 
more feafonably engage your attention this day^ 

thaa 
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than by a Ihort examination of each 6f thefc 
errors ; — in doing which, as I fliall take fome 
pains to reduce both the extremes of them to 
reafon, — it will neceffarily lead me, at the fame 
time, to mark the fafe and true doftrine of our 
church, concerning the promifed influences and 
operations of the fpirit of God upon our hearts; 
— which, however depreciated through the firft 
miftake, — or boafted of beyond meafure through 
the fecond, — muft neverthelefs be fo limited and 
miderftood, — as, on one hand, to make the gof- 
pel of Chrift confiftent with itfelf, — and, on 
the other, to make U confiftent with reafon and 
common fenfe. 

If we conlider the many exprefs declarations, 
wherein our Saviour tells his followers, before 
his crucifixion, — That God would fend his 
fpirit the comforter amongft them, to fupply his 
place in their hearts ; — and, as in the text, — 
that without him, they could do nothing ; — If 
we conceive them as fpoken to his difciples, with 
an immediate view to the emergencies they were 
under, from their natural incapacities of finifhing 
the great work he had left them, and building 
upon that large foundation he had laid, — with- 
out fome extraordinary help and guidance to 
carry them through, — no one can difpute that 
evidence and confirmation which was after given 
of its ti-uth ; — as our Lord's difciples were 
illiterate men, confequently unlkilled in the arts 
and acquired ways of perfuafion. — Unlefs this 

14 want 
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want had been fuj^lied, — - the firft obftacle to 
their laboui^ mufl: have difcouraged and put an 
end to them for ever. — - As they had no language 
but thdr own, without the gift of tongues they 
could not have preached the gofpel except in Ju- 
daea ; — and as they had no authority of their own, 
— without the fuperiiatural one of figns and won- 
ders, — they couFd not vouch for the truth of it 
beyond the limits where it was firft tranfaded. — 
In this work doubtlefs all th?ir fuffidency and 
power of ^ding was immediately from God ; — 
his holy fpirit, as he had promifed them, fo it gave 
them a mouth and wifdpm which all their adver- 
faries were not able to gainfay or refift. — So that 
wthout him, -^ without thefe extraordinary gifts, 
in the moft literal fenfe of the words, they could 
do rrothing. — But befides this plain application 
of the text to thofe particular perfons and times, 
when God's fpirit was poured down in that fignal 
manner held (acred to this day, — there is fome- 
thing in them to be extended further, which 
chrifUans of all ag^s, and I hope, of all denon^a- 
tions, have ftill a claim and truft in,'— and that is, 
the ordinary afliftance and influences of the fpirit 
of God in our hearts, for moral and virtuous im- 
provements ; — thefe, both in their natures as well 
as intentions, being altogether diflferent from the 
others above-mentioned conferred upon the difci* 
pies of our Lord. — The one were nuraculous 
gifts, — in which the endowed perfoh contributed 
nothing, which advanced human nature above 
VOL. XV. F itfelf. 
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itfelf, and raifed all its proje^le fpxings above 
thdr fountains; enabling them to fpeak and 
2J&, fuch things, and in fuch -manner, sb was im- 
poffible for men not infjrired and pretefnatu'ally 
upheld. — In the other cafe the helps fpokai of 
were the influences of God's fpirit, which upheld 
us from falling below the dignity of our nature r 
— that divine affiftance which gracioufly kept 
Us from falling, and enabled us to perform the 
holy profeflions of our religion. — Though thefe 
^e equally called fpiritual gifts, — they are not, 
as in the firft cafe, the entire works of the fpirit, 
r— but the calm co-operations of it with our own 
endeavours ; and are ordinarily what every 
fincere and well-difpofed chriftian has reafon to 
pray for, and expeft from the fame fountain of 
ftrength, — who has promifed to give his holy 
fjpirit to them that alk it. 

From this point, which is the true doflrine of 
our churcji, — the two parties begin to divide 
both from it and each other, — each of them 
equally mifapplying thefe paflages of Scripture, 
' and wrefting ' them to extremes equally pernio 
cious. — — 

To begin with the firft ; of whom, fliould you 
enquire -the explanation and meaning of this or 
't)f other texts, — wherein the affiftance of God^ 
•grace and holy fpirit is implied as neceffary to 
fanftify our nature, and enable us to ferve ind 
pleafe God? — They will anfwer, — ^ that no 
doubt all our parts and abilities are the gifts of 

• God, — 
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God, -— who is the original author of our nature, 
*-i-and, of confequence, of all that belongs 
theretOi " That ^s by him we live^' and move, 
and have our being/' — We muft iii courfe dei 
pend upon him for all our a^ons whatfoever^ •--* 
iince we niuft depend tipon him even for our 
life, and for every moment of its condnuanee* — ^ 
That from this view of our ftate and natural de- 
pendaice, it is certain, an4 they will fay^ — We 
can do nothing withdut his help. — But then they 
will addi — that it concerns us no farther as 
chrijiiaris^ than as we aire men ; —^ the fanftity of 
biir lives, the religious habits and improvenients 
of our hearts, in no bttier fenfe depending upon 
God, than the moft indifferent of our adtions, 
<st the natoral «xercife of any of the other 
powers he has given us. — '" Agreeably with this^ 
• — that the fpiritual gifts fpoken of in Scripture, 
are to be imderftood by way of accommodation, 
to (ignify the natural or acquired gifts of a man's 
mind ; fuch is niemory, fancy^ wit j and elo- 
quence ; which in a ftridt and philofophical fenfe, 
may be called fpiritual j — becaufe they ftan- 
fcend the mechanical powers of matter, — and 
proceed more or lefs froni the rational foul, 
which is a fpiritual fubftance. 

Whether thefe ought, in propriety, to be called 
fpiritual gffts, I fhall not contend, as it feems a 
m^e difpute about words ; — but it is enough 
that the interpretation cuts the knot, inftead of 
untying it ; and befides, explains away aU kind 
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of meaning in the above promifes.-«And tfi^e 
error of them feems to arife, in the firft place, 
from not difUnguifhing that thefe fiuritual gifts, -— 
if they muft be called fo,^—fuch as memory, £m- 
qr> smd wit, an'd other endowments of the mind, 
which are known by the xuune of natural parts, 
belong merely to us as men ; — and whether the 
different degrees, by which we excel each other 
m them, arife from a natural difference of our 
fouls, — or a happier difpofition of the organical 
parts of us, — they are fuch, however, as God 
originally bellows upon us, and with which, in a 
great meafure, we are fent into the world. But 
the moral gifts of the Holy Ghoft — « which are 
more commonly called the fruits of the fpirit, — ^ 
cannot b^ confined within this defcription. — - We 
come not into the world equipt with virtues, as 
we do with talents ; — - if we did, we iliould come 
into the world with that which robbed virtue 
jDf its beft title both to prefent commendation and 
future reward. — The gift of continency depends 
not, as thefe affirm, upon a mere coldnefs of the 
conftitution, — or patience and humility from an 
infenfibility of it ; but they are virtues infenfibly 
wrought in us by the endeavours of our own wills 
and concurrent influences of a gracious agent ; 
and the religious improvements anfing from 
thence, are fo far from being the effefts of nature, 
and a fit difpofition of the feveral parts and organi* 
cal powers given us, —that the contrary is true; 
—» namely, — that theftream of our affedions 
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and'apfpedtes but too naturally carries us the other 
way. -— For this, let any man lay his hand upon 
his heart, and refled what has pafled within him; 
in the feveral conflicts of meeknefs, — temper- 
ance, — * chaftity^ and other felf-denials, -— and he 
will need no better aipiment for his convifHon. — 

This hint leads to l;he true anfwer to the above 
tnifmterpretation of the text,^— That we depend 
upon God in no other fepfe for our wrtues, — 
than we neceflarily do for every thing clfe ; and 
that the fruits of the fpirk are merely the deter- 
minations 3nd efforts of our own- r^on^ <— and 
as much our own accomplifhments, as any other 
improvements are the eflfefl: of our own diligence 
and induftry. 

This account by the way, is oppoiite to the 
apoftle's —who tell us, — It is God that worketh 
in us both to do and will, of his good pleafure. •— 
It is true, — though we are bom ignorant, '^^ we 
can make ourfelves (kil&l ; — we can acquire arts 
and fciences by our own application and fludy. -— ^ 
But the cafe is not the fame in i^efped of good* 
nefs,— We can acquire arts and fciences, be- 
caufe we lie under no natural indifpofition or 
backwardneft to that acquirement* -^ For nature, 
though it be corrupt, yet ftill it is curious and 
bufy after knowledge. — But it doe$ not appear, 
,that to goodnefs and fan^ty of manner3 we have 
the fame natural propenfity. -^ Lufts within, 
and temptations without, fet up fp ftrong a con- 
federacy againft it, as we are never able to fur^- 
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mount by our own ftrength. — Howevef finnl]^ 
we may think we (land, — the beft of us are 
but upheld, and gracioufly kept upright } aa^ 
whenever this divine affiftance is withdrawn, — • 
or fufpended,. — all hiftory, efpecially tjtie facried, 
18 full of melancholy inftances of what man 
is, when God leaves him to himfelf, — that he 
IS even a thing of nought; 
• Whether it was from a ponfcious experience 
of this truth in themfelves, — or fome traditions 
handed from the Scripture account of it ; — or 
that it was, in fome meafure, deducible from the 
principles of reafon, — in the writings of fome 
of the wifeft of the heathen philofophers, we find 
, the ftrongeft traces of the perfuafion of God's 
tffifting men to virtue and probity of manners. 
'i — One of the greateft mailers of reafoning 
amongft the ancieiats acknowledges, that nothing 
great and exalted can be atchieved, Jine divim 
ttfflatu; — and Seneca, to the fame purpofe, 
nulla mens bona Jine Deo ; • — that no foul caii be 
good without divine affiftance. — Now whatever 
comments may be put upon fuch paffages in 
their writings, — it is certain thofe in Scripture 
can receive no other to be confiftent with them- 
felves, than what has been given. — • And though, 
in vindication of human liberty, it is as certain 
on the other hand, — that education, precepts, 
examples, pious inclinations, and praftical dili- 
gence, are great and meritorious advances to- 
wards a religious ftat^ ; ^ — yet the ftate. itfelf is 
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got and finifhed by G9d's grace ; and the ccm- 
currence of his fpuit upon tempers thus happily 
predifpofed, — and honeftly niaking ufe of fuck 
fit me^ns ; — <• and unlefs thus much is Under- 
flood from them, — the feveral expreflions in 
Scripture, where the offices of the Holy Ohoft 
conducive to this end, are enumerated ; — fuch 
as cleanfmg, guiding, renewing, comforting, 
ftrengthening and eftablifliing us, — ^ are a fet of 
unintelligible words, which may amufe, but can 
convey little light to the underftanding. 

This is all I have time left to fay at prefent 

upon the ftrft error of thofe, who, by too loofe 

an interpretation of the gifts and fruits of the 

fpirit, exp^n away the whole fenfe aiid meaning 

of them, and thereby render not only the piro- 

mifes, but the comforts' of them too, of none 

effeft. -^^ Concerning which error, I have only 

to add this by way ojf ej^tenuation of it, — ithat 

I believe the great and unedifying rout made 

about fandificatioa and regeneration, in the mid* 

die of the laft century, — ? and the enthufiaftic 

extravagances into which the communications of 

the fpirit have been carried by fo many deluded 

or deluding people in this, are two of the great 

caufes which have driven many a fQl)er man into 

the oppofite extreme, againft which I have ar* 

gued. — Now if the dread of favouring too much 

of religion in their interpretations has done this 

ill fervice, — let us inquire, on the other hand^ 

whether the affectation of too much religion in 
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the other extreme, has not mifled others full as 
far from truth, and fiuther from the reafon and 
fobriety of the gofpel, than the firft. 

I have already proved by Scripture arguments, 
that the influence of the holy fpuit of God is 
neceflfafy to render the imperfeft facrifice of our 
obedience pleafmg to our Maker. — He hath 
promifed to " perfeiS: his ftrength in our weak* 
nefs.'* — With this aflurance we ought to be 
fatisfied j — efpecially fince our Saviour has 
thought proper to mortify all fcrupulous inquif 
ries into operations of this kind, by comparing 
them to the wind, " which bloweth where it 
•* lifteth } and thou beared the foimd thereof, 
•' but canft not tell whence it comeftl^ or whir 
♦' ther it goeth 2 — fo is every one that is bom 
•' of the fpirit."-^Let humble gratitude ac-p 
knowledge the eflfeft, unprompted by an idle cu* 
riofity to explain the caufe. 

We are told, without this aflifbmce, we can do 
nothing ; — • we are told, from the fame authority, 
w^e can do all through Chrift that ftrengthens 
iis. — We are commanded to ** work out oiur 
♦* own falVation with fear and trembling." The 
reafon immediately follows j ** for it is God that 
•* worketh in you, both to will and to do, of 
<* his, own good pleafure.- ' — From thefe, and 
many other repeated paflages, it is evident, that 
the affiftances of grace were not intended to de- 
ftroy, but to co-operate with the endeavours of 
man,?^a»d jure derived from God in the fame 
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manner as all natural powers. — Indeed, without 
this interpretation, how could the Almighty ad- 
drefs himfelf to man as a rational being ? — how 
could his actions be his own ? — how could he 
be confidered as a blameable or rewardaWe 
creature? 

From this account of the confident opimons clE 
a fober-minded chriftian, let us take a view of 
the miftaken enthufiaft. -^ See him oftentatioully 
clothed with the outward garb of fanSity, to 
attra£l the eyes of the vulgar. — See a cheerfid 
demeanour, the natural refult of an eafy and felt 
applauding heart, ftudioufly avoided as criminat 
*— See his countenance overfpread with a melan- 
choly gloom Juki defpondence ; • — as if religion, 
which is evidently calculated to make us happy 
in this life as well as the liext, was the parent of 
fullennef$ and difcontent. — Hear him pouring 
forth his pharifaical ejaculations on his journey, 
or in the ftreets. — Hear him boafting of extra- 
ordinary communications with the God of all 
knowledge, and at the fame time oflTending a- 
gainft the common rules of his own native lan- 
guage, and the plainer didates of common fenfe. 
. — Hear him arrogantly thanking his God, that 
he is not as other men are j and, with more than 
• papal uncharitablaiefs, very liberally allotting 
the portion of the damned to every chriftian 
whom he, partial judge, deems lefs perfeS thaa 
himfelf — to every chriftian who is walking on 
VX the paths of 4uty with fober vigilance, afpiring 
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to perfedion by progreffive attainrrtents, and fe* 
rioufly endeavouring through a ratioiAul feith in his 
Redeemer, to make his calling and eit'Ction fure. 

There have been no feds in>the x:hriflian world, 
however abfurd, which have not endeavoured to 
fupport their opinions by arguments drawn froi^ 
Scripture, mifmterpreted or mifapplied. 

We had a melancholy inftance of this in our 
own country, in the laft century, — when the 
church of Chrift, as well as the government, 
during that period of national confufion, was torn 
afunder into various fefts and faftions ; — whe^ 
fdme men pretended to have Scripture precepts, 
parables, or prophecies to plead, in favovu* of thp 
moft impious abfurdities that falfdiood co\ild ad- 
vance. The fame fpirit which prevailed amongft 
the fanatics, feems to have gone forth amoiig 
thefe modern enthufiafts. — Faith, the diftin- 
guilhing charafteriftic of a chriftian, is defined 
by them not as a rational affent of the under- 
ftanding, to truths which are eftablifhed by indif- - 
putable authority, but as a violent perfuafion of 
mind, that they are inftantaneoufly become the 
children of God — that the whole fcore of their 
iins is for ever blotted out, without the payment 
of one tear of repentance. — Pleafing dodtrine 
this to the fears and paffions of mankind ! -r^ pro- 
mifing fair to gain profelytes of the vicious and 
impenitent. 

Pardons and indulgencies are the great fupport 
of papal power ; — but~ thefe modern empirics in 

reli- 
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legion have improved upon the fcheme, pre^ 
liending to have difcovered an infallible noftrum 
for all incurables ; — • fuch as will preferye them 
for ever* — And notwithftanding we have in- 
ftances of notorious offenders among the warmed 
advocates fpr fmlefs " perfeftion, — the charm 
continues powerful. — Did thefe vifionary notions 
of an heated imagination tend only to amufe the 
fancy, they niight )be treated with cpptempt ; — • 
but when they depreciate all moral attainments ; 
, — when the fuggeftions of a frantic brain are blaf- 
phemdufly afcribed to the holy fpirit of God ; — 
when faith and divine love are placed in oppofition 
to pradical virtues, they then become the objefts 
of averfion. In one fehfe, indeed, many of thefe 
deluded people demand our tendered compaffion, 
- — whofe diforder is in the head rather than in 
the heart : and who call for the aid of a phyfician 
who can cure the diftempered ftate of the body, 
rather than one who may faoth the anxieties of 
the mind. 

Indeed, in many cafes, they feem fo much above 
the Ikill oif either, — • that unlefs God in his mercy 
rebuke this fpirit of enthufiafm which is gon6 
put amoneft us, no one can pretend to fay how 
far it may go, or what mifchiefs it may do in 
thefe kingdoms. — ^ Already it has taught us as 
much blafphemous language ; — and, if it goes 
on, by the famples given us in their journals, 
will fill us with as many legendary accounts of 
yifions and revelations, as we have formerly had 

from 
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from the church of Rome. And for any fecurity 
yre have againft it^ — when time fliall ferve, it 
may as -effedually convert the profeflbrs . of it, 
even into popery itfelf, — confident with their 
own principles j — for they have nothing more 
to do than to fay, that the fpirit which mfpired 
them, has fignified that the pope is infpired as 
well as they, and confequently is infallible. — 
After which I cannot fee how they can poffibly 
jefrain going to mafs, confiilent with their own 
principles. 

Thus much for thefe two oppofite errors ; — ^ 
the examination of which has taken up fo mndsk 
time, ^— that I have little left to add, but tp beg 
of God, by the affiftance of his holy fpirit, to 
preferve us equally from both extremes, and ena^ 
ble us to form fuch right >and worthy apprehen-* 
fions of our holy religion, --«• that it may never fufc^ 
fer, through the cpolnefs of our conceptions of it, 
on one h^d, -^or the immoderate heat of them, 
on the other ; — but that we may at all tim^ fee 
it, as it Is, and as it was defigned by its blefled 
Founder, as the moft rational, fober, and con^ 
fiftent ^iftitutipn that could have been ^vea to 
(he fons of men. 

Now to God, &if , 
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ttERNAL ADVANTAGES OF RELIGIOK, 

£CCLESI.4st£S> XII. 13. 

Let us tear the conclufion of the whole matter, -^ Fear 
Gods and keep his commandments .* for this is the whole 
duty of man. 

THE wfe man, in the beginning of this book, 
. had propofed it as a grand query to be dif- 
cuffed, — ** To find out what was good for the 
•** fons of men, which they Ihould do under the 
^ heavens, all the days of their lives :'* — That 
is, what was the fitted employment, and the 
. chief and proper bufinefs, which they fliould ap- 
ply themfelves to in this world. -— • And here in the 
^ text, after a fgdr difcuffion of the queftion, he 
afferts it to be the bufinefs of religion, « — the 
fearing God, and keeping h^s commandments, 
— This was the conclufion of the whole matter, 
and the natural refult of all his debates and in^ 
quiries. '— And I am perfuaded, the more obfer- 
vations we make upon the fliort life of man, — 
the mbre we experience, and the longer trials we 
we have of the world, — and the feveral preten- 
fions it offers to our happinefs, — the more we 
fhall be engaged to think, like him, — that we 
can never find what we look for in any other 
thing which we do under the heavens, except in 
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that of duty and obedience to God. — ■ In th^ 
courfe of the wife man's examination of this point, 
— we find a great many beautiful refleftions upon 
human affairs, all tending to illuftrate the con- 
clufion he draws ; and as they are fuch as are 
apt to offer themfelves to the thoughts of every • 
ferious and confiderate man, — I cannot do bettef 
than renew the impreffions, — by retouching the 
principal arguments of his difcourfe — before I 
proceed to the general ufe and application of the 
whole. 

In the former part of his book he had taken 
into his coufideration thofe feveral ftates of life 
to which men ufually apply themfelves for hap-' 
pinefs ; — firft, learning, — wifdom ; — next, — 
mirth, jollity, and pleafure 5 — then power and 
greatnefs, — riches and poffeffions. — All of 
which are fo far from anfwering the end for 
which they were at firft purfued, — that by a great 
variety of arguments, — he pfoves them feverally 
to be fo many ^* fore travels which God had 
given to the Tons of men to be exercifed there- 
with :** — and inftead of being any, or all of 
them, our proper end tod employment, or fuffi- 
cient to oiu* happinefs, - — he makes it plain, by a 
feries of obfervations upon the life of nian, — 
that they are ever likely to end with others where 
tjhey had done with him, -^ that is, in vanity and 
vexation of fpirit. 

Then he takes notice of the feveral accidents of 
life, which perpetually rob us of what little fweets 
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the fruition of thefe objefts might feem to pro- 
mife us, — both with regard to our endeavours 
and our perfons in this world, 

I ft, With regard to our endeavours, ~ he 
(hews that the moft likely ways and means are 
riot always efFeftual for the attaining of their end : 
-^— that, in general, — the utmoft that human 
councils and prudence can provide for, is to take 
care, when they contend in a race, that they be 
fwifter than thofe who run againft them ; — or 
when they are to fight a battle, that they be 
ftrongqr than thofe whom they are to encotmter. 
— -And yet afterwards, in the ninth chapter, he 
obferves, that the race is not to the fwift, nor the 
battle to the ftrong ; — neither yet bread to the 
wife, •^— nor yet riches to men of underftanding, 
nor favour to men of fkill ; — » but time and 
chance happens to them all. — That there are 
fecret workings in human affairs, which overrule 
all human ' contrivance, and counterplot the 
wifeft of our councils, in fo ftrange and unex*- 
pefted^ a manner, as to c aft a damp upon our 
beft fchemes and warmeft endeavours. 

And then, for thofe accidents to which our per- 
fons are as liable as our labours, — • he obferves 
thefe three things ; — firft, the natural infinm- 
ties of our bodies, — which alternately lay us 
open to the fad changes of paiii and ficknefs ; 
which, in the fifth chapter, he ftyles wrath and 
forrow; under which, when a man lies languiflr- 
ing, none of his worldly enjoyments will fignify 

much. 
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much. •— Like one that fingeth fongs tyith S 
heavy heart, neither mirth, — nor power, — 
nor riches, fhall afford him eafe, ' nor ^11 
all their force be able fo to ftay the ftroke of 
nature, *— *' but that he fhall be cut off in the 
^ midft of his days, and then all his thoughts 
perifh." Or elfe, •— what is no uncom- 
mon fpeftacle, in the midft of all his luxury, he 
may wafte away the greateft part of his life, with 
much wearinefs and anguifh ; and with the long 
torture of an unrelenting difeafe, he may wifli 
himfelf to go down into the grave, and to be fet 
at liberty from all his poffeilions, and ail his mi* 
fery, at the fame time. 

t2dly. If it be fuppofed, — that by the ftrength 
of fpirits, and the natural cheerfulnefs of a man's 
temper, he fliould efcape thefe, " and live many 
** years, and rejoice in them alV* — which is- 
not the lot of many ; — yet, " he muft remem- 
♦* ber the days of darknefs ;'* — that is, — they 
who devote themfelves to a perpetual round of 
inirth and pleafure, cannot fo manage matters 
as to avoid the thoughts of their future Jiates^ 
and the anxiety about what ihall become of them 
hereafter, when they are to depart out of this 
world ; -^ thai they cannot fo crowd their heads, 
and fill up their time with other matters, — but 
that the remembrance of this will fometimes be 
Vppermofl, ■— and thruft itfelf upon their minds 
whenevcjr they are retired and ferious. •— And 

this will naturally prefent to them a dark prof. 
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peft of their future happinefs, — it muft, at the 
fame time, prove no fmall damp and allay to 
what they would enjoy at prefent, 
' But, in the third place, fuppofe a man fhould 
be able to avoid ficknefs, — • and to put the trou- 
ble of thefe thqughts likewife far from hiipi, — yet 
there is fomething 'elfe which he cannot poffibly 
decline ; -r— old age will unavoidably fteal upon 

him, with all the infirmities of it, when (as 

he expreffes it) " the grinders fhall be few, and 

appetite ceafes ; when thofe who look out of 

the windows fhall be darkened, and the keepers 
*^ of the houfe fhall tremble," — when a man 
jBiall become a bu,rdento bimfelf, and to his friends ; 
— when, perhaps, thofe of his nearefl relations, 
whom he hath mofl obliged by kindnefs, fhall 
think it time for him to depart, to creep oflF the 
ftage, and make room for the fucceeding gene- 
rations. 

And then, after a little funeral pomp of 
^' mourners going about the flreets,** — • a man 
fhall be buried out of the way, and in a year or 
two be as much forgotten, as if he had never exif- 
ted. — For there is no remembrance (fays he) 
of the wife more than the fool ;— feeing that 
which now is, in the days to come, fhall be for- 
gotten; every day producing fomething which 
feems new and flrange, to take up men's talk and 
wonder, and to drown the memory of former 
perfons and a)6lions« — * 
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And I appeal to any rational man, whetfiei^ 
thefe are not fome of the moft material refle£tions 
about human affairs, *— which occur to every one 
who gives himfelf the kaft leifure to think about 
them ? — Now, from all thefe premifes put to- 
gether, Solomon infers this fhort conclufion in the 
text, — That to fear God, and keep his com- 
mandments, is the whole duty of man : — that, 
to be ferious in the matter of religion,^ and care* 
ful about our future date, is that which, after all 
our other experiments, will be found to be our 
chief happinefs, — our greatefl intereft, — our 
greateft wifdom, — and that which moft of alf 
deferves our care and application. — This ni]Lift 
ever be the laft refult, and the upfhot of every 
wife man's obfervations upon all thefe tranfitory 
things, and upon the vanity of their feveral pre- 
tences to our well-being ; — and we may depend 
upon it as an everlafting truth, that we can never 
find what we feek for in any other courfe, or any 
other objed, — but this one ; and the iriore we 
know and think, and the more experience we 
have of the world, and of ourfelves, the more we 
are convinced of t^is truth, and led back by it to 
reft our fouls upon that God from whence we 
came. — Every confideration upon the life of man 
tends to engage us to this point, — to be in ear- 
neft in the concernment of religion 5 to love and 
fear God ; — - to provide for our true intereft, — 
and do ourfelves the moft effeftual fervice, — 
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Dy devoting ourfelves to him, -^-^ and always thinks 
ing of him, —• as he is the true and final happi^ 
nefs of a reafonable and immortal fpirit.^ 

And indeed one would think it next to impo& 
iible, — - did not the commonnefs of the thing takt 
oflf from the wonder, ^-^ that a man who thinks at 
all, — i fhould let his whole life be a contradiftioii 
to fuch obvious refleftions* 

The vanity and emptinefs of worldly goods and 
enjoyments, — the fliortnefs and uncertainty of 
life, — i the ilnalterable event hanging over our 
heads, — ^ ** that in a few days, we muft all of us 
*' go. to that place from whence we (hall not re- 
** turn 5'* — ^the eertointy of this, — the uncer- 
tainty of the time when, •— ^ the immortality of th^ 
foul, —^ the doubtful and momentous iffues of 
etemty, ^-* th^ terrors of djtmnation,^^nd the 
glorious things which are fpoken qf the city of 
God, are meditations fo obvious, and fo naturally 
check arid block up a man*s way, — - are fo very 
interefting, and, above all, fo unavoidable, ^— 
that it is aftonifliing how it was poflible, at any 
time, for mortal man to have his head full of any 
thing elfe I — ^5 — » And yet, was the fame perfon 
to take a view of the ftate of the world, — how 
ilight an obferVation would convince him, that 
the wonder lay, in faft, on the other fide } — - 
ind thsir a$ wifely as we all difcourfe and philo* 
fophife de contetnptu mttndi &f fugd fcecuH — yet 
for one who really ads in the world — confifte^t 
-with his own refleftions upon it, -7- that there are 
^ ' '^ G 2 multitudes 
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multitudes who feem to take aim at nothing 
higher ; — and, as empty a thing as it is, — are 
fo dazzled with, as to think it meet to build ta- 
bernacles of reft upon it, — and fay, ** it is 
** good to be here/' — Whether as an able in- 
quirer into this |)aradox gueffes, — whether it is, 
that men do not heartily believe fuch a thing as 
a future ftate of happinefs and mifery, — or if 
they do, — that they do not aftually and feriouf- 
ly confider it, — but fuffer it to lie dormant and 
unaftive within them, and fo are as little affeded 
with it, as if in truth they believed it not ; — or 
whether they look upon it through that end of 
the perfpedive which reprefents as afar off, — 
and fo are more forcibly drawn by the nearer 
though the leffer load-ftone ; — whether thefe, or 
whatever other caufe may be afligned for it — 
the obfervatidn is inconteftible, that the bulk of 
mankind, in pailing through this vale of mifery,— 
Ufe it ^* not as a weir* to refrefh and allay, — - 
but fully to quench and fatisfy their thirft ; ■— 
minding or (as the Apoftle fays) relifliing earth- 
ly things, making them the end and fum- 

total of their defires and wifhes, and, in one 

word loving this world — juft as they are 

commanded to love God j — that is, — " with all 
** their heart, with all their foul,*' — with all their 
mind and ftrength. — But this is not the ftrangeft 
part of this paradox, — A man ftiall not only lean 
and reft upon the world with his whole ftrefs, — >. 
but, ia many inftances, ihall live notoriouily bad 
_ . \ and 



SERMON XXXIX. 



85 



and VICIOUS ; -— when he is reproved, he fliall fe^m 

convinced ; ■— when he is obferved, -; he ihall 

be afhamed ; —when he purines his fin, he 

will do it in the dark ; — and when he has done 
it, fliall even be diffatisfied with himfelf : — — yet 
(till, this fliall produce no alteration in his conduct. 
— Tell him he fliall one day die ; — or bring the 
event flill nearer, and fliew, that, according to 
the courfe of nature, he cannot poflibly live many 

years, — he will figh, perhaps, and tell you 

he is convinced of that as much as reafon and 

experience can make him : proceed and urge 

to him, — that after death comes judgment, and 
that he will certainly there be dealt with by a jufl: 
God according to his aftions ; — he will thank 
God he is no deifl:, — and tell you, with the fame 
grave face, — he is thoroughly convinced of that/ 
too ; — and as he believes, — no doubt he trem- 
bles too : — and yet after all, with all this con* 
viftion upon his mind, you will fee him ftill per* 
fevere in the fame courfe, — and commit his fin 
with as certain an event and refolution, as if he 
knew no argument againft: it. — — Thefe notices 
of things, however terrible and true, pafs through 
his underftahding as an eagle through the air, that 
leaves no path behind. 

So that, upon the whole, inftead of abounding 
with occafions to fet us ferioufly on thinking, the 
world might difpenfe with many more calls of 
this kind ; — and were they feven times as many 
as they are, — confidering what infufEcient ufe 
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we make of thofe we have, all I fear would be 
little enough to bring thefe things to our rememt 
brance as often, and engage us to lay them to our 
hearts with that affedlionate concern, which the 
weight and intereft of them requires at our hands? 
-— Sooner or later, the moft inconfiderate of U5 
^11 fhall find, with Solomon, -— that to do thi§ 
leffedually, is the whole of man, 

And I cannot conclude this difcourfe upon hi^ 
words better than with a (hort and earned (exhor- 
tation, that the folemnity of this feafon, — and 
the meditations to which it is devoted, may lead 
you up to the true knowledge and pradice of 
the fame point of fearing God and keeping his 
commandments, — and convince you, as it did 
him, of the indifpenfable neceffity of making that 
the bufinefs of a man's life which is the chief 
end of his being, —r the eternal happinefs and 
falvatipn of his foul. 

Which may God grant, for the lake of Jefu§ 
Chrift. Amen. 
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ASA-— A THANKSGIVING SERMON; 
Z CHRONlClrESy XV. I4. 

And they fware unto the Lord with a loud voice, and witd 
ihouting, and with trumpets, and with comets. — -• And 
all the men of Judah rejoiced at the oath. 

IT will be neceflkry to give a particular account 
of. what was the occafion, as well as the na- 
ture of the oath which the men of Judah fware 
unto the Lord ; — which will explain not only 
the reafons why it became a matter of fo much 
joy to them, but" likewife admit of an application 
fuitable to the purpofes of this folemn aflembly. 

Abijah, and Afa his fon, were fucceflive kings 
of Judah. — ^ The firft came to the crown at the 
clofe of a long, and, in the end, a very unfuc- 
cefsful war, which had gradually wafted the 
ftrength and riches of his kingdom. 

He was a prince endowed with the talents which 
the emergencies of his country required, and 
feemed born to make Judah a vidorious', as wfell 
as a happy people. — The conduft and great fuc- 
^efs of his arms againft Jeroboam, had well efta- 

blifhed the firft ; but his kingdom, which had 

Ibeen fo many years the feat of a war, had been fo 
wafted and bewildered, that his reign, good as it 
iras, was too Ihort to accomplilh the latter. — ? 

04 _ He 
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He died, and left the work unfinifhed for his ion. 

— Afa fucceededy in the room of Alnjah his fa- 
ther, with the trued notions of religion and go- 
Temment that could be fetched either from rea- 
fon or experience, — lEs reafon told him, that 
God fhould be worlhipped in fimplicity and fingle- 
nefs of heart ; — therefore he took away the 
altars of the fbange gods, and broke down their 
images. -— His experience told him, that the 
mod fuccefsful wars, inftead of invigorating, more 
generally drained away the vitals of government, 
-» and, at the bed ended but in a brighter and 
more oftentatious kind of poverty and defolation : 
-— therefore he laid afide his fword, and ftudied 
the arts of ruling Judah with peace. — Confcience 
would not fuflFer Afa to facrifice his fubjeQs to 
private views of ambition, and wifdom forbad he 
Ihould fuflFer them to oflFer up themfelves to the 
pretence of pubfic ones ; — fince enlargement of 
empire, by the defbiiftion of its people (the na- 
tural and only valuable fource of ftrength and 
riches), was a difhoneft and miferable exchange. 

— And however well the glory of a conqueft 
might appear in the eyes of a common beholder, 
yet, when bought at that coftly rate, a father to 
his country would behold the triumphs which 
attended > it, and weep, as it pafled by him. -^ 
Amidfl: all the glare and jollity of the day, the 
parent*^ eyes would fix attentively upon his child ; 

— he would difcem him drooping under the 
weight of his attire, without ftrength or vigour, 

his 
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his former beauty and comelinefs gone off: — 
he would behold the coat of many colours ftained 
with blood, and cry, — • Alas ! they have decked 
thee with a parent's pride, but not with a parent'^ ^ 
care and forefight. 

With fuch affeftionate fenriments of govemf 
ment, and juft principles of religion, Afa began 
his rdgn, — A reign marked out with new seras, 
and a fucceffion of happier occurrences than what 
had diftinguifhed former days, , 

The juft and gentle fpirif of the prince infenfi- 
biy ftole into the breafts of the people. — - The 
men of Judah turned their fwords into plough- 
fhare$, and their fpears into pruning-hooiLs, — r 
By induftry and virtuous labour they acquired 
what by fpoil and rapine they might have fought 
after long in vain. — The traces of their late trou- 
bles foon began to wear out, — The cities, which 
had become ruinous and defolate (the prey of fa- 
mine and the fword), were now rebuilt, fortified, 
and made populous. — - Peace, fecurity, wealth, 
arid profperity, feemed to compofe the whole hif- 
tory of Afa's reign. — O Judah ! what could then 
have been done more than what was done to make 
thy people happy ? — 

What one , bleffing was withheld, that thou 
ihouldft ever withhold thy thankfulnefs ? — 

That thou didft not continually turn thy eyes 
towards heaven with an habitual fenfe of God's 
mercies, and devoutly praife him for fetting Afa 
over you ? ~ 

Were 
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Were not the public blef&ngs, and the private 
enjoyments, which every man of Judah derived 
from them, fuch as to make the continuance of 
them defirable ? — and what other way was there 
to effeO. it, than to fwear unto the Lord, with all 
your hearts and fouls, to perform the covenant 
made with your fathers ? — to fecuj-e that favour 
and intereft with the almighty Being, without 
which the wifdom of this world is foolifhnefs, and 
the beft connected fyftems of human policy are 
Ipeculative and airy projefts, without foundation 
or fubflance. — The hiftory of their own exploits 
and eftablifhment, fince they had become a na- 
tion, was a ftrong confirmation of this doftrine. 

But too free and uninterrupted a poffeffion of 
God Almighty's bleflings fometimes (though it 
feems ftrange to fuppofe it) even tempts men to 
forget him, either from a certain depravity and 
ingratitude of nature, not to be wrought upon by 
goodnefs, — or that they are made by it too paf- 
fionately fond of the prefent hour, and too 
thoughtlefs of its great Author, whofe kind pro- 
vidence brought it about. — This feemed to have 
been the cafe with the men of Judah : — for not- 
withllanding all that God had done for them, in 
placing Abijah and Afa his fon over them, and 
infpiring them with hearts and talents proper to 
retrieve the errors of the foregoing reign, and 
bring back peace and plenty to the dwellings of 
Judah ; -^ yet there appears no record of any fo- 
lemn and religious acknowledgment to God for 

fuch 
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fuch fignal favours. -— The p^ple fat down in a 
^anklefs fecurity, each man under his vine, to 
eat and drink, and rofe up to play ; '— nxore folici- 
' tous to enjoy their bleffings, than to deferve them. 
But this fcene of tranquillity was not to fubfift 
without fome change ; — and it feemed as if Pro- 
vidence at length had fuffered the ftream to be in- 
terrupted, to make them confider whence it flow- 
ed, and how neceffary it had been all along to 
their fupport. — The Ethiopians, ever fmce the 
beginning of Abijah's reign, until the tenth year 
loTAfa's, had been at peace, or, at leaft, whatever 
fecret enmity they bore, had made no open at- 
pxks upon the kingdom of Judah^ -. — And indeed 
Ithe bad meafures which Rehoboam had taken, in 
jthe latter part of the reign which immediately pre- 
ceded theirs, feemed to have faved the Ethiopians 
^e trouble. — For Rehoboam, though in the for- 
mer part of his reign he dealt wifely : yet when 
he had eftabliftied his kingdom, and ftrengthened 
himfelf, — he forfook the laws of the Lord ; — • 
he forfook the counfel which the old men gave 
Jiim, and took counfel with the young men, which 
were brought up with him, and flood before him. 
.— Such ilUadvifed meafures, in all probability, 
ha(i given the enemies of Judah fuch decifive ad- 
vantages over her, that they had fat down con- 
tented, and for many years enjoyed the fruits of 
theiracquifitions. — But the friendfhip of prin- 
.ces is feldom made up of better materials than 
fbok which are every day to be feen in private 

life. 
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life, — in which fincerity and affe£tion are not at 
all confidered as ingredients. — Change of time 
and circnmftances produces a change of councils 
and behaviour. — Judah, in length of time, had 
become a frefli temptation, and was worth fight- 
ing for. — Her riches and plenty might firft 
make her enemies covet, and then the remem- 
brance of how cheap and eafy a prey fhe had for- 
merly been, might make them not doubt, of ob- 
taining. 

By thefe apparent motives (or whether God, 
who fometimes over-rules the heart of man, was 
pleafed to turn them by fecret ones, to the pur- 
pofes of his wifdom), the ambition of the Ethio- 
pians revived ; — with an hofta)f men numerous 
as the fand upon the fea-fhore in multitude, they 
had left their country, and were coming forwards 
to invade them. — What can Judah propofe to 
do in fo terrifying a crifis ? — where can fhe be* 
take herfelf for refuge ? — on one hand, her reli- 
' gion and laws are too precious to be given up, 
or trufted to the hands of a ftranger ; —7 and, on 
the other hand, how can fo fmall a kingdom, juft 
recovering ftrength, furrounded by an army of 
a thoufand thoufand men, befides chariots and 
horfes, be able to withftand fo powerful a fhock ? 
— But here it appeared that thofe, who, in their 
profperity, can forget God, do yet remember him 
in the day of danger and diftrefs ; — and can be- 
gin with comfort to depend upon his providence, 
when with conifort they can depend upon nothing 

elfe. 
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clfe. — For when Zerah, the Ethiopian, "was com^ 
unto. the valley of Zephatha at Maretha, Afa# 
and all the men of Judah and Benjamin, went; 
out againft him ; — and as they went, they cried 
mightily unto God. — And Afa prayed for hi^ 
people, and he faid, — " O Lord ! it is nothing 
with thee to help^ whether with many, or with 
them that have no power : — help us, O Lord 
our God ! for we reft in thee, and in thy name! 
we go againft this multitude. — O Lord, thou 
art our God, let not man prevail againft thee/' 

— Succefs almoft feemed a debt due to the piety 
of the prince, and the contrition of his people. — • 
So God fmote the Ethiopians,: and they could 
not recover themfelves r — for they v/ere fcat- 
tered, and utterly deftroyed, — before the Lord 
and before his hoft. . And as they returned to Je- 
rufalem from purfuing, — behold the fpirit of 
God came upon Afariah, the fon of Oded. — ^ 
And he went out . to meet Afa, and he faid unto 
him, — Hear ye me, Afa, and all Judah and Ben- 
jamin ; — • the Lord is with you, whilft you are 
with him j — and if you feek him, he will be foimd 
of you, but if ye forfake him, he will forfake you. 

— Nothing could more powerfully call home 
the confcience than fo timely an expoftulation^ 

— The men of Judah and Benjamin, ftru^k with a 
fenfe of their late deliverance, and the many other 
felicities they had enjoyed fince Afa was king over 
them, they gathered themfelves together at Je- 

riifalem, 
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nifalem, in the third month in the fifteenth yestf 
cff Afk*8 reign ; — and they entered into a cove* 
nant to feek the Lord God of their fathers, with 
all their heart, and with all their foul : — and they 
fware unto the Lord with a loud voice, and with 
ihouting, and with trumpets, and with comets, 
and all Judah rejoiced at the oath. 

One may obferve a kind of luxuriety in the 
defcription, which the holy hiftorian gives of the 
tranfport of the men of Judah upon this occafion. 
— - And fure, if ever matter of joy was fo reafon* 
ably founded, as to excufe any exceffes in the ex- 
ptefEons of it, — this was one : — for without 
k, — the condition of Judah, though otherwife 
the happieft, would have been, of all nations un- 
der heaven, the moft miferable. 

Let us fuppofe a moment, inflead of being re^ 
pulfed, that the enterprife of the Ethiopians had 
profpered againft them, — like other grievous 
diflempers, where the vitals are firfl attacked, — » 
Afa, their king, would have been fought after 
and have been made the firfl facrifice. — He mlift 
either have fallen by the fword of battle, or exe* 
cution ; pr, what is worfe, he mufl have furvived 
the ruin of his country by flight, -*- and worn . 
out the remainder of his days in forrow, for the 
affiidions which were come upon him. — In fome 
remote comer of the world, the good king would 
have heard the particulars of Judah's defbruc- 
tion. — He would haVe been told how the coun- 
try, 
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try, which had become dear to him by his pater- 
nal care, was now utterly laid wafte, and all his la* 
hour loft ; — how the fences which protefted it 
were torn up, and the tender plant within, which 
he had fo long Iheltered, was cruelly trodden un-^- 
der foot and devoured. — He would hear how 
Zerah, the Ethiopian, when he had overthrown 
the kingdom, thought himfelf boimd in confd«» 
ence to overthrow the religion of it too, and ef- 
tabliih his own Idolatrous one in itsftead. •— That 
in purfuance of this, the holy religion, which 
Afa had reformed, had begun every where to . 
be evil fpoken of^ and evil entreated : 

That it was firft baniftied from the couns of the 
king's houfe, and the midft of Jerufalem, •— and 
then fled for fafety out of the way into the wil- 
demefs, and found no city to dwell in : — That 
Zerah had rebuilt the altars of the ftrange gods, 
— which Afa's piety had broken down, and fet 
up their images : v ^ 

That his commandment was urgejfit that all 
(hould fall down and worihip the idol he had 
made ; — That, to complete the tale of their mi- 
feries, there was no profpeft of deliverance for 
any but the worft of his fubjeSs j — thofe Vho, 
in his reign, had either leaned in their hearts to- 
wards thefe idolatries, -— or whofe principles and 
morals were fuch, that all religions fuited them 
alike. -~ But that the honeft and confcientious 
men of Judab, unable to befaoU luch abomina^ 
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tions, hung down every man his head like a bul« 
ruih, and put fack-cloth and afhes under him. 

: This pidure of Judah'^s defolation might be 
Ibme refemblance of what every of Afa's fubjefte 
would probably form to himfelf, the day he fo- 
lemnized an exemption from it. *— And the trans- 
port was natural, — To fwear unto the Lord 
with a loud voice, and with (houting, and with 
mimpets, and with comets : — to rejoice at the 
oath which fecured their future peace, and ce- 
lebrate it with all external marks of 'gladnefs. 

. I have at length gone through the ftory, which 
gave the occafion to this religious a& which is 
recorded of the tnen of Judah in the text. 
. I believe there is not one, in facred Scripture,^ 
that bids fairer for a parallel to our own times^ 
or that would admit of an application more fui-» 
table to the folenmity of this day. 

But men are apt to be (buck with likenefles 
in fo different a manner, from the diflFerent points 
of view in which they ftand, as well as their diver- 
fity of judgments, that it is generally a very un- 
acceptable piece of ofEciouIhefs to fix any certain 
degrees of approach. 

. In this cafe, it feems fufHdent, — that thofe 
who will difcem the leafl refemblance, will difcem 
enough to make them ferioufly comply with the 
devotion of the day ; — and that' thofe who are 
.affeded with it in a ffaronger manner, and fee the 
Jblelling of a prc^eflant kingia its faired Ught, with 
. 14 all 



SERMON XL. §7 

\ 

* I 

Sill the mercies which made way for it, will have 
ftill more abundant reafon to adore ths^ good Be^ 
higj which has all along prote£led it from the 
aiemies which hare rifen up to do it violence ; — ^ 
but more efpedally, in a late inftance, by turhifig 
down the councils of the froWard headlong, -^ 
and confounding the devices of the crafty, — fo 
that thar hands could not perform their enter-^ 
prife. — Though this event, for many reafonsj^ 
\ltill ever be told amongfl the felicities of thefe 
days ; —• yet for none more fo, -^ than that it 
has given us a frelh mark of the continimtioh of 
God Almighty's favour to us : — ^ a part of that 
^eat complicated blelling for which we are ga« 
thered together to return him thanks. 

Let us, therefore, I befeech yoii, endeavour to^ 
do it in the way which becomes wife men, iad 
which is hkely to be moil acceptable ; — > and that 
IS, — to purfue the intentions of his providence^ 
in givmg us the occafion — to become better men j 
and, by an holy aiid an hoheft ^onverlation^ 
make pUrfelves capable of enjoying what God 
has doiie for Us^ — In vain fhall we celebrate the 
day with a loud voice, and with fhouting, and with 
trumpets, if we do not do it likewiie ^rith the in- 
ternal and more certain marks of fincerity, a re- 
formation and purity in our qumners. - It is 
impoifible a finfrd people can either be grateful 
to God, or pitoperly loyal to their prince. — They 
cannot h€ grateful to the one, becaufe they live 
bot under a fenfe of his mercies } -— nor can 
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they be loyal to the other, becaufe they daily of- 
fend in two of the tendereft points ^i^hich concern 
his welfare. By.firft difengaging the providence 
of God from taking to our part, and then giving 
a h^art to our adverfaries to lift their hands againft 
us, who mufl know, that, if we forlake God, 
God will forfake us. — Their hopes, their de- 
iigns, their wickednefs againit us, can only be 
built upon ours towards God. 
. For if they did not think we did evil, they durft 
not hope we could perifii. 
. Ceafe, therefore, to do evil ; — - for by £oU 
bwing righteoufnefs, you will make the hearts 
of your enemies faint, they will turn their backs 
againil your indignation, and their weapons, wili 
J^l from their bands. 

. Which may God grant, through the merits and 
mediation of his Son Jefus Chriil, to vsrfaom be 
all honour, iic. Amen. 
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FOLLOW PEAC£< 

HEBREWS, XII. 14. 

FoUow peace with all men, and holinefs, without which no 

man (hall fee the Lord. 

nPHE great end and deflgn of oiir holy religion, 
X- next to the main view of reconciling us to 
God, was to reconcile us to each other; — by 
teaching us to fubdue all thofe unfriendly difpp- 
^tipus in our nature, which unfit us fo:CihappiQefs, 
and the fodal enjoyment of the many bleflings 
Vrhich God has enabled us to partake of in thh 
world, miferable^ as it i$ in many refpe&s^ -^ 
'Could diriftianity perfuade the profefibrs of it 
into this temper, and engage us, as its do£krine 
requires, to go on and exialt our natures, and, a^ 
ter the fubdudion of the moft imfiiendly of our 
paflions, to plant, in the room of them, all tbofe 
(more natural to the foil) humane and benevolent 
inclinations, which in imitation of the perfections 
of God, ihould difpofe us to^end our love and 
goodnefs to our fellow-creatures, according to the 
ext^t 6£ our abilities ; — ^in like maimer, as the 
goodnefs of God extends itfelf over, all the works 
of the creation : — -^ could this be accompliflied, -— • 
the world would be worth living ia: rr an(i 
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might be confidered by us as a foretafle of what 
we (hould enter upon hereafter. 

But fuch a fyfltem, yotsi*ll fay, is merely vifion- 
ary : — - and, confidering man as a creature fo 
befet with felfifhnefs, and other fretful paflions 
that propenfity prompts him to, though it is to 
be udihed, it is not to be expefted. — But our 
religion enjoins us to approach as near this fair 
pattern as we can j and, if it be poffible, as much 
as lieth in us, f o Gve peaceably with all men ; 
•i— where the term, — if poffible^ I own, im- 
plies it may not only be difficult, but fometime^ 
impoffible. — Thus the words of the text, — 
Follow peace, — may by fome be thought to im- 
plyy •*-* that this defirable bleffing may (bmedmes 
fly from tis : — but ftfll we are required to follow 
it, and xiot ceafe the^ pUrfuit, dll we have iifed all 
warrantable methods to regain and fettle it : -— 
becaufe, adds the apoftle, without this' frame of 
mind, no man Ihall fee the Lord. For heaven is^ 
the region, as well as the recompence, of peace 
and benevolence ; and fuch as do not defire and 
promote it here, are iK)t qualified to enjoy it here-^ 
after. 

For this caufe in Scripture language, •»— peace 
is always fpoke of as the great and crnnprehen^ 
five bleffing, which inckrddl in it aH manner of 
happinefs J -*-«• and to wifli peace to' any houfe or. 
perfoii, was, in one word, to wilh them all that was* 
^ood and d*firable* — BecsRrfe happinefs«>nfift» 
• .. - . • - in 
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in tbe Inward complacency amd fatisfa^ion of the 
mind ; and he who has fuch a difpofidon of foul, a6 
to acquiefce imd reft contented with ail the events 
of providence, can want nothing this world can 
give him. «— * Agreeable to tins, that Jhort but 
moft comprehenfive hymn, fung by angels at our 
Saviour's Wrth, declaratory of the joy and happy 
eids of his incarnation, «-— after gbry, in the 
firft, to God, — - the next note which founded 
was, Peace upon earth, and good-will to men. 
It was a public wifli of happinefs to mankind, and 
implied a folemn charge to purfue the means that 
would ever lead to it. — And, in truth, the good 
tidings of the gofpel are nothing elfe but a grand 
meifage and embaify of peace, to let us know, 
that our peace is made in heaven. 

The prophet Ifaiah ftyles our favioiu' the PHnce 
of Peace, long before he came into the world j -^ 
and to anfwer the titl^, he made choice to enter 
into it at a time when all nations were at peace 
with each other ; which was in the days of Auguf* 
tus, -r^ when the temple of Janus was ihut, and 
all the alarms of war were hu(hed and filenced 
throughout the world. — At his birth, the hoft 
of heaven defcended, and prbclaimed peace on 
earth, as the beft ftate and temper the world 
could be in to receive and welcome the Author 
of it. — His future converfation and doctrine, 
here upon earth, was every way agreeable with 
^is peaceable entrance upon it ; the whole courfe 
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of his life being but <Q^ gres^t example of ]tn(iel|« 
nefs^ peace, and patience^ •— s At his 4eatb» it yf^ 
the ooly legac jr he b^ue^thed tQ bis fp)lowe]ps. 
My peact^ I give i^to you. rrr^ How far this has 
taken place, or been a^ually enjoyed, ~s^iiQt 
my intention to enlarge upon^ any further, thait 
jult to obferve bow predous a bequeft it w^ {rom 
the many Qiiferies and callosities which haye, an4 
<iver will, enfue from the want of it. -— If we Ipql^ 
^ito the larger circle of tbe worlds — ^ wl^t defo« 
Jations, diiTolution^ of govenm^ent, and invaftoi^l 
cf property ! — what rapine, plunder, and pi^fsh 
nation of the moft facred rightsof man^d, are th^ 
certain Hnhappy effe^ of it! •i— fields dyed ii| 
bloody *— the cries of orphan^ and widows, bereft 
of their beft help, toofullyinftruftusi. — LookintQ 
private life, — behold how good and pleafant a 
ihing it is to live together iii unity ; •— it is like the 
precious ointment poured upon the head, of Aai^on,^ 
jtbat run down to his ikirts j — - importing^ that 
lliis balm of life is feU and Enjoyed, not only by 
governors of kingdoms, but; is derived down to 
the loweil rank of life, and tailed in the moft. prif» 
ifate receifes ; ---all) £rom the king to the pea^ 
jlant, are refreihed with its bleffings, without which 
"^e can find no comfort in any thing this world 
^an give. — It is this bieffing gives every, one to 
fit quietly under h^ vine,^ and. reap the fruits i:^ 
his labour and .indu(|ry ; -^ in one word, —^ 
which belpeak^ who is the beflower of it ^rr- ^ 
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Is ^lat^enly whichkeeps,up theharmpny ^nd order 
of tke world, and preserves every th^g in it from 
ruin and confufion^ 

There is one faying of our Saviour's recorded 
t>y St. Matthew, which, at firft fight, feems to 
carry fome oppofition to this dofltrine ; — I came 
not to fend peace on eardt, but a fword. — -i- But 
this reaches no farther than the bare words, not 
entering fo deep as to afFeflb the fenfe, or imply 
any contradiction ; -^ intimating only, -*^ that 
the preaching of the gofpel will prove the event, 
through fundry unhappy caufes, fuch as prejai 
4ices, the corruption of men's hearts, a pailron for 
idolatry and fuperftition^ the occafion of much 
variance and divifion even an^ongft nearefl: rela- 
tions ; — yea, and oft-times of bodily death, and 
fnany^jcalami^es ^nd perfecutions, which adtually 
^nfuejj upon the firft preachers and followers of 
it. — Or the words may be imderftood, — ^^ as a 
beautiful defcriptipj:3L of the inward contgfts and 
pppofition which chrjftianity would occafion in the 
heart of' man, from its oppofitions to the violent 
paffions of our fiature, — ? which would engage 
us in a perpetual warfare^ — This was not only a 
fword, — T a divifiofi betwixt neareft kindred ; 7— 
but it was dividing a man againft himfelf ; — fet- 
ing up an oppofition to an interefl: long efta- 
biihed, — ftrong by nature, — more fo by un? 
(controuled cuftom. — -• This is verified every hour 
in the ftruggles for maftery betwixt tfje princir 
pies pf the wprld, the flefli and the devil ; — 
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which- fet up fo ftrong a confederaqr, that therf^ 
}S nee4 of ^1 thi^ helps which reafon and chrifr 
tianity can offer to bring them 4own, 

P^t this contention is not that ag^^nil which 
fuch exhortations }n the gofpel are levelled*; -^ 
for the Scripture muft Ije interpreted by Scripr 
ture^ and \>e piade confident ydth itfelf. -^-^f And 
we find the difUnguifhing m^bs and doctrines, by 
which all men were to }aiow .wl^o were Chrift'^ 
difciples, j — was that benevolent frame of min4 
towardsall our fellow creatures, which, by itfe^*, 
is a fufficienf feciuity fpr the particular focjial duty 
here recommended j — • fo far from meditation? 
pf war ; -r- for love thin^eth no evil to his neigh* 
bo\ir ; — fo far from doling any, it harbours not 
(he leaft thought of it ; — but pn the contrary, 
rejoices with them that rejoice, and weeps witlj 
them that weep. 

This debt chriftianity has highly exalted j 
though it is a debt that we were fenfible of be^ 
jfore, and acknowleged to be owed tq human na^ 
tvire, rrr wl^ch, as we all partgj^e of, r-^ib ought 
we to pay it in a fuitable j-eifpeft -r- For, ^ men, 
^e are allied togetfier \n t]\e na^ral bon^J of |)ro^ 
therhood, 4nd are members pne of finother. — 
We have the ff^me Father in heaven, \yho made 
us and takes care of ^s a}l. r— Ovir f^^'AJy ex? 
tya^ion too is nearer ahke, than the pride of the 
world cares to be reminded of : — • for Adam wa§ 
the father of us all, and Eve the mother of all 
Jiying. r-r The prince and the beggar fprung fron^ 
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fame ftocks, as wide afunder as the brancbe^ 
are. — So that, in this view, the moft upflart fa» 
jnily may vie antiquity, and compare families mtk 
the greatefl: monarchs. — «* We are all formed 
too of the fame mould, and muft equally return 
to the fame duft. *— So that, to love our neigh- 
hour, and live quietly with him, is to live at peace 
with ourfelves. — ^ He is but felf-mtlldplied, and 
enlarged into another form ; and to be unkind 
or cruel to him, is but, as Solomon obferves of 
the unmerciful, ta be cruel to our own flefh^ — ^ 
As a farther motive and engagement to this 
peaceable commerce with each other, — ^ God has 
placed us all in one another's power by tiims, — i- 
jn a condition of mutual need and dependence. 
There is no man fo liberally flocked with earthly 
Weifings, as to be ^ble to live without another 
man's aid. r^ God, in his wifdom, has fo dif- 
penf(^4 ^ &^^y ^ various Idnds and pieafures, 
as tp render us helpful, and make a focial inter- 
courfe indifpenfable. — The prince depends on 
the labour and induftry of the peafai;it ; — and 
the wealth and honour of the greateft perfons are 
fed and fupported from the fame fource. 

This the Apoftle hath elegantly fet forth to ns 
by the familiar refemblance of the natural bodyj 
T-T wherein there are n^any members, and all 
have not the fame office j but the different &- 
culties and operations of each, are for the ufc 
and benefit of the whole, -r- The eye fees not 
fof itfiplf, but for the other members ; — and is 

fet 
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fet up as a light tt> direft them : — ^ The feet 
fenre to fupport and carry about the other parts ; 
and the hands a& and labour for them alL It 
is the fame in ilates, and kingdoms, wheran 
there are many members, yet each in their 
feveral fundHons and employments j -*- Miuch, if 
peaceably difcharged, are for the harmony of the 
whole ftate. i— Some are eyes and guides to the 
blind ; — others feet to the lame and impotent ; 
-^ fome to fupply the place of the head, to affift 
with coimcil and direction ; — others the hand, 
to be ufeful by their labour and induftry* '— To 
make this link of dependence ftill ftronger, — i 
there is a great portion of mutability in all huoiaii 
affairs, to make boMgnity of temper not only our 
duty, but our intereft and wifdom, *•?— There i^ 
no condition in life fo fixed and permanent as to 
be out of danger, or the reach of change : — and 
we all may depend upon it, that we fhall take our 
turns of wanting and defiring. — • By hpw many 
imforefeen caufes may riches take wing ! — The 
crowns of princes may be fhaken, and the greateft 
that ever awed the world have experienced what 
the turn of the wheel can do. That which hath 
happened to one man, may befall another ; arid, 
th^efore, that excellent rule of our Saviour*^' 
ought to govern us in all our a£Hons, — Whatr 
foever ye would that men fhould do to you, do 
you alfo to them likewife, — Time and chance 
happen to all ; — and the moft affluent may- be 
ftript of all^ and find his worldly comforts like fy 
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manjr ivithered leaves dropping from bim. — • 
Sure nothinjg can better become us, thian hearts 
fo full of our dependence as to overflow with 
mercy J and pity, and good-will towards mankind. 
To exhojrt ^ to thfe ja^ in other words, to exhort 
us tp follow pe^e T^ith all men ; — the firft is 
^e root, — rr thi^-the feir fruit and happy produQ; 
of it, 

Thej^efore, my beloved brethren, in the bowels 
pf jnercy, let us put ;away anger, and malice, 
and evil fo^aking j -— Jet us fly all clamour and 
ftrife > r— W us be kindly affefted one to anot- 
ther, — following peace with all men, an4 
jboliAefs, that we may fee the Lord. 

Which God of his infinite mercy graoti 
through Ae merits of hjis Son, our Lord and 
§;^viour. j^meUf 
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SEARCH THB SCHIPTURKS* 

ST. JOHHy T* 39. 

Search the Scriptures. . 

THAT things of the moil ineftimable ufe and 
value^ for want of due application and ftudy 
laid out upon them, may be pafled by imre.- 
garded, nay, even looked upon with coldnefs 
and averfion, is a truth (00 evident to need en*- 
larging on. — Nor is it Jefs certain that prejudices, 
contra^ed by an unhappy education, will ii>vaR^ 
times fo flop up all the paifag^^ to our hearts, 
that the mod amiable objefts can never tod 
accefs^ or bribe us by all their charms into juftic? 
and impartiality. «^-<- It would be pafling the ten* 
dereft reflection upon the age we live in, tp fay it 
is owing to one of thefe, that thofe inellimable 
books, the Sacred Writings, meet fp often with 
a difrelifh (what makes the accufation almoil in^ 
credible) amongft perfons who fet up for men of 
tafte and delicacy ; who pretend to be charmed 
with what they call beauties and nature in claf^r 
Heal authors, and in other things would bluih not 
to be reckoned amongft found and impartial 
critics. — ^ But fo far has negligence and pre* 
pofleffipn ftopped their ears againft the voice of 

the 
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the eharmer, that they turn over thofe awfiil' 
fecred pages with inattention and an unbecoming 
indifference, unaffe^ed amidft ten thoufand fub- 
lime and noble paffages, which, by the rules of 
found criticifm and reafon, may be dem<mftrated 
to be truly eloquent and beauttful. 

Indeed the opinion of felfe Greek and bar- 
barous language in the old and New Teftament, 
had, for {bme ages, been a ftumbiing-block to 
another fet of men, who were profeffedly great 
readers and admirers of the ancients. •^— 'The 
Sacred Writings were, by thefe perfons^ rudely 
attacked on all fides : expreffions which came 
not within the compafs of their learning, were 
branded with barbarifm and foledfm: words 
which fcarce fignified any thing but the igno- 
rance of thofe who laid fuch groundlefs charges 
on them. — Prefumptuous man ! — Shall he, 
who is but dufl and aflies, dare to find fault with 
the words of that Beings who'firfl: infpired msoi 
with language, and taught his mouth to utter ; 
•— who opened the lips of the dumb, and made 
the infant eloquent ! — Thefe perfons, as they 
attacked the infpired writings on the foot of 
critics and men of learning, accordingly have, 
been treated as fuch : — and though a fliorter 
way might have been gone to work, which 
was, — that as their accufatiohs reached no 
farther than the bare words and phrafeology 
.of ihe Bible, they, in no" wife, afiFeftea 
the fentiments and foundnefs of the doc- 
tiinesy which ware conveyed with a^much clear^ 
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ttefs and perfpicuity to mankind, as they could 
have been^ had the language been written with 
the ' utmoft elegance and grammatical nicety. 
And even though the charge of barbarous idioms 
could be made out ; — yet the caufe of chriftia- 
nity was thereby no ways aflfefted, but remained 
juft in the ftate they found it. — Yet, unhap- 
pily for them, they even mifcarried in their fa- 
vourite point ; — -'there being few, if any at all> 
of the Scripture expreffions, which may not be 
juftified by numbers of parallel modes of fpeak- 
ing, ma4e ufe of amongft the pureft and mofl^u- 
thentic Greek siuthors. — This, an able hand 
amongft us, not many years ago, has fufficiendy 
made out, and thereby baffled and expofed all 
their prefumptions and ridiculous affertions. — - 
Thefe perfons, bad and deceitful as they were, 
are yet fkr outgone by a third fet of men. •— ■ I 
mth we had not too many inftances of them^ 
who, like foul ftomachs, that turn the fweeteft 
food to luttemefs^ upon all occaiions endeavour 
to make merry with facred Scripture, and turn 
every thing they . meet with therein into banter 
and burlesque. — ' But as men of this ftamp, by 
their excefe of wickednefs and weaknefe together 
have entirely difarmed us from arguing with' 
them as reafonable creatures, it is not only 
making them too confiderable, but likewife to 
no purpofe to fpend much time about them^ 
they bring, in the language of the Apoftle, 
creatures of no . underft^ding, fpeaking evil 
of thm^S tbey know not, ^md ihall utteriy perifii. 

in 
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innheir own corruption. — Of thefe two laft, 
the o^e is difquiallfied for being argued with^ and 
the other has no occaiion for it ; they being al- 
ready fdenced.— Yet thofethat were firft men- 
tioned, may pot altogether be thought unwor- 
thy of our endeavours ; — being perfons, as was 
hinted above, who, though their taftes are fo far 
vitiated that they cannot relifli the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, yet have imaginations capable of bdng 
raifed by the fancied excellencies of clafiical wri- 
ters. — • And indeed thefe perfons claim from us 
fome degree of pity, when, thrbugh the unikil- 
fulnefs of preceptors in their youth, or fonie 
Qther unhappy circumftance in their education, 
they have been taught to form falfe and wretched 
notion^ of good writing, — When this is the 
cafe, it is no wonder they fliould ba more touch- 
ed and affeded with the dreiTed-up trifles and 
empty concdts of poets and rhetoricians, than 
they are with that true fublimity and grandeiu* 
of fentiment which glow throughout every page 
of the infpired writings. — By way of informia- 
tion, fuch Ihould be inflruded : — 

There are two forts of eloquence, the one in* 
deed fcarce deferves the name of it, which con- 
fifts chiefly in laboured and poliflied periods, ait 
over-curious and artificial arranganent of figures^ 
^infel'd over with a gaudy embelliflim^it of 
words^ which glitter, but convey little or no lighr 
to the imderflanding. •— This kind of writing » 
£ar the moik part much ftfleded and admired by^ 
... 6 the? 
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the people of weak judgment and vicious tailei 
but is a piece of affectation and formality the ia^ 
cred writers are utter ftrangers to. *-- It is a vaiA 
and boyifh eloquence } and as it has always j>eed 
efteemed below the great geniufes of all ages, 
fo much more fo, with refpeft to thofe writer^ 
who were aftuated by the fpirit of infinite wifdom^ 
and therefore wrote with that force and majefty 
with which never man writ. -^ The other fort 
of eloquence is quite the reverie to this, and 
which may be faid to be the true chara£teriftic 
of the holy Scriptures ; where the excellence does 
not arife from a laboured and far-fetched elocu- 
tion, but from a furprifing mixture of iimplicity 
and majefty, which is a double charader, fo dif- 
ficult to be united, that it is feldom to be met 
with in compofitions merely human* — We 
fee nothing in holy writ of affedation and fuper-^ 
fluous ornament, — As the infinite wife Being 
has condefcended to ftoop to our language, there^ 
by to convey to us the light of revelation, fo has 
he been pleafed gracioufly to accommodate it to 
us with the moft natural and graceful plainnefs 
it would admit of. — Now, it is obfervable that 
the moft excellent prophane authors, whether 
Greek or Latin, lofe moft of their graces when^^ 
ever we find thein literally tranflated. — Homer's 
fiuned reprefentation of Jupiter, in his firft book j 
, — his cried-up defcription of a tempeft ; —-his 
relation of Neptune's ihaking the earth, and open«< 
iag it to its centre ; — his defcription of.Plllas's 

^ horfesj 
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Ibdrfes; with numbers of other lon'g-iince adniir* 
ed paflagesy «^ fiag^ and almoii vanHh ^iway^ ia 
the vulgar Latin tranflatioiu 

Let any one biit take the pains to read' the 
common Latin interpretation of Virgil, Theocri- 
tus, or even of Pindar, and one may venture to 
affirm he will be able to trace Out but few remains 
ef the graces which charmed himfo much in the 
original^ ■— The natural conclufion from hence 
is, that in the claflical authors, the expreiHon, the 
fweetnefs of the numbei*s, bccafioned by a mu- 
fical placing of words, ccwiftitute a great part of 
their beauties ; — whereas, in the Sacred Writ- 
ings, they confiit more in the gr^atnefs of the 
things themfeives, than in the words and expref- 
fions, -^ The ideas and conceptions are fo great 
and lofty in their own nature, that they necefTa- 
rily appear magnificent in the moil artlefs drefs. 
-^ Look but into the Bible, and we fee them ihine 
through the moft fimple and literal tranflations/. 
*=— That glorious defcription which Mofes gives 
of the creation of the heavens and the earth, which 
Longkius^ the bed critic the eaftem would ever 
produced, was fo juftly taken with, has not loft 
the leaft whit of its intrinfic worth ; and though 
it has undergone fo many tranflations, yet tri- 
umphs over all, and breaks forth with as-much 
force and vehemence as in the original. — Of 
this ftamp are numbers of paflages throughout 
the Scriptures j — inftance, that celebrated de- 
fcription of a tempeft in the hundred and feventh 

VOL, IV. I pfalmj 
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pialm; tbofe beautiful refleSions of ^ holy Jdbf 
upon the (hortnefe of life, and inftability of litt^ 
man affairs, fo judicioufly appointed by our 
church in her ofSce for the burial of the dead f 

— that lively defcription of a horfe of war, in the 
thirty-ninth chapter of Job, in which, from the 
19th to the 26th verfe, there is fcare a word 
which does not merit a particular explication to 
difplay the beauties of. --~ I might add to thefe, 
thofe tender and pathetic expoftulations with the 
children of Ifrael, which run throughout all the 
prophets, which the moft uncritical reader can 
fcarce help being affefted with. 

And now, O inhabitants of Jerufalem, and men 
of JudaH, judge I pray you, betwixt me and nty 
vineyard : — What could have been done more 
to my vineyard that I have not done ? — where- 
fore, when I expefted that it fliould bring fortb 
grapes, brought it forth wild grapes ; — and yet^ 
ye fay, the way of the Lord is unequal. — Hear 
now, O houfe of Ifrael, — is not my way equal I 

— are not your ways unequal ? — have I any 
pleafiire at all that the wicked fhould die, and 
not that he fliould return from his wdys and live I 

— I have nouriflied and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled againft me. -— » The ox knows 
his owner, and the afs his mafler's crib ; — but 
Ifrael doth not know, my people doth not con- 
sider. — There is nothing in all the eloquence of 
the heathen world comparable to the vivacity and 
tendemds of thefe reproaches ; — there Is fome- 

thing 
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thing in them fo thoroughly affeding, and fo no- 
ble and fublime withal, that one might challenge 
the tmtings of the moft celebrated orators of an- 
tiquity to produce any thing like them: — Thefe 
bbfervationS upon the fuperiority of the infpired 
penmen td heathen ones, in that which regards 
the coriipoiition more confpicuoufly, hold good 
when they are confidered upon the foot of hifto- 
rians. — -. Not to mention that prophane hiftories 
give an account only of human achievements and 
temporal events, which, for the moft part, are 
fo full of uncertainty and contradidions, that we 
are at a lofs where to feek for truth ; — but that 
the &cred hiftory is the hiftory of God himfelf, 
— the hiftory of his dnmipotence and infinite wif- 
dom, his univerfal providence, his juftice and 
merty, and ali his other attributes, difplayed un- 
do* a thouland diflferent forms, by a feries of the 
moft various and wonderful event* that ever hap- 
pened to any nation, or language : — not to in- 
iift upon this viliWe fuperiority in facred hiftory, 
-^ there is yet another Undoubted estcellence the 
prophane Idftorians feldom arrive at, which is al- 
moft the diftingiiifhing chara£le^ of the facred 
ones ; namely, that uDaffe&ed, artlefs manner of 
relating hiftorical fa&s, -— which is fo intirely of 
a piece with every other part of the holy writings, 
— What I mean will be bdl made out by a few 
inftances. ^-^ In the hiftory of Jofeph (which cer- 
tainly is told with the greateft varie^ of beautiful 
and affecting drcuixiftsnces), whea jyq>h makes 
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himfelf known, and weeps aloud upon the xieck 
of his dear brother Benjamin, that all the boufe 
of Pharaoh heard him ; at that inftant, none of 
his brethren are introduced as uttering aught, 
cither to exprefs their prefent joy, or palliate their 
former injuries to him. — On all fides, there im- 
mediately enfues a deep and folemn filence ; — 
a filence infinitely more eloquent and expreffive, 
than any thing elfe could have been fubftituted in 
its place. Had Thucydides, Herodotus, Livy, 
or any of the celebrated claffical hiftorians, been 
employed in writing this hiftory, when they came 
to this point, they would, doubtlefs, have exhauft- 
ed all their fund of eloquence in furrtifliing Jo- 
feph's brethren with laboured and ihidied ha- 
rangues ; which, however fine they might have 
been in themfelves, would neverthelefs have been 
imnatural, andaltogetherimproperdntheoccafion. 
— For when fuch a variety of contrary paflions 
broke in upon them, — what tongue was able 
to utter their hurried and diftrafted thoughts ? — 
When remorfe, furprife, fhame, joy, and gratitude 
ftruggled together in their bofoms, how vmelo- 
quently wouldtheir lips have performed their duty? 
•r- how unfaithfully thdir tongues have fpoken the 
language of their hearts? — In this cafe, filence 
was truly eloquent and natural, and tears expreffed 
what oratory was incapable of. 

If ev^r thefe perfons I have been addrefiing 
niyfelf to, pan be perfuaded to follow the advice 
in the. t6xt,,,c>f fearching the Scriptures, —r the 

.. : - work 
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work of their falvation wfll be begun upon its 
true foundation. — For, firft, they will iirfenfibly 
be led to admire the beautiful propriety of their 
language.: — when a favourable opinion is con- 
ceived of this, next, they will more clofely attend 
to the goodnefs of the morg^, and the purity and 
foundnefs of the doftrines. •— The pleafure of 
reading will ftill be increafed, by that near con- 
cern which they will find themfelves to have in 
thofe many important truths, which they will fee 
fo clearly demonftrated in the Bible, that grand 
charter of our eternal happinefs, — It is the fate 
of mankind, too ofteri^ to feem infenfible of what 
they may enjoy at the eafieft rate. — What might 
not our neighboi^ing Romifh countries, who 
groan under the yoke of popifh impofitiohs and 
prieftcraft, what might not thofe poor mifguided 
creatures give, for the happinefs wliich we know 
not how to value, — of being bom in a country 
where a church is eftabliflied by our laws, and 
encouraged by our princes ; — which not only 
iiUows the freeftudy of the Scriptures, but even 
exhorts and invites us to it ; — a church that is 
a ftranger to the tricks and artifice of having the Bi- 
ble in m iinknown tongue, to give the greater 
latitude to. the defigns of the clergy, in impofing 
their own trumpery, and foifting in whatever may 
beft ferve to aggrandize themfelves, or enflave the 
wretches committed to their truft ? — In fliort, 
our religion was not given us to raife our imagi- 
nations with ornaments of words, or ftrokes of 

I 3 eloquence; 
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eloquence ; but to puijiy our hearts, and lead us 
into the paths of righteoufnefs, — However, nof 
to defend ourfelves, — when the attacH is princi- 
pally levelled at this point, :— might give occa* 
lion tp our adyerfaries to triumph, and charge us 
' either with negligence or inability, 7— It is well 
known how willing the enemies of our re}igion 
are to feek occafions againft us ; -r- how ready to 
magnify every mote in our eyes to the bignefs 
pf a beam ; how eager, upon the leaft default, to 
infult and cry out, — There, there ! fo would 
we have it : -r- not, perhaps, that we are fo much 
the fubjefl: of malice and . ^verfion, but that the 
licentious age feems bent upon bringing chriftia- 
nity into difcredit at any rate ; and rather than 
mifs the aim, would ftrike through the fides of 
thofe that ^e fent to teach it. ; — Thank God, the 
truth of our hoi/ religion is eftablifhed with fuch 
ftrong evidence, that it refts upon a fpimdation 
never to be overthrown, either by the open aflaults 
or cunning devices of wicked and defigning men. 
— The part we have to aflt, is to be fteady, fo- 
ber, anjd yigilant j to be ready to every good work ; 
to reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all long- 
fuflfering ; to give occafion of oflFence to |io man ; 
thar, with well-doing, we may put to filence the 
ignorance of foolifh men. 

I fliall clofe all with that excellent colled of 
our church : — 

Bleffed Lo;:d, who haft capfed all holy Scrip- 
tures to be- written for our learning, — grant 

that 
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.that v^ may in fuchwife hear them, read, mark^ 
learn, and inwardly digefl them, that, by pa* 
tience and comfort of thy holy word, we may 
«mbn^ce, and ever hold h& the Uefled hope c^ 
everlafting life, which thou haft given us in thy 
JSon, . our Saviour Jefus Chrift. 
J(?ow to God t|ie Father, &c. 
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O come let us worftiip and fall down before hifn : — . fpj^ 

he is the Lord our God^ — 

IN this pfalm we find holy David taken ujp with 
the pious contemplation of God*s infinite 
power, majefty, and greatnefs : — r he confiders. 
him as the fovereign Lord of the whple earth, 
the maker and fupporter of all things ; -r— that 
by him the heavens were created, and al| the 
hoft of them ; that the earth was wifely fafliioned 
by his hands ; — • he has founded it upon the 
the feas, and eftablifhed it upon the floods : -r-. 
that we likewife, the people of his paflure, were 
raifed up by the fame creating hand, from no-, 
thing, to the dignity of rational creatures, made 
with refpeft to our reafon and underftanding, 
after his own moft perfeft image. 

It was natural to imagine that fuch a contem- 
plation would light up a flame of devotion in 
any grateful man's bread ; and accordingly we 
find it break forth in the words of the text, in 
a kind of religious rapture : 

O come let us worfliip and fall down before 
him : — for he is the Lord our God. 

Sure never exhortation to prayer and worfliip 
can be better enforced than upon this principle, 

— that 



SERMON ^XLnl 12* 

thajt God is the caufe and creator of- all 
things ^ *-*- that each individual hdng is upheld 
in the ftation it was firfl: placed, by thie fame hand 
which firft formed it ; — r- that all the bleffings and 
advantages, which are necefTary to the happinefs 
and welfare of beings on earth, are only to be 
derived from the fame fountain : — ^ and that the 
only way to do it, is to fecure an intereft in his 
favour, by a grateful expreffidn of our fenfe for 
the benefits we have received, and a humble de- 
pendence upon him for thofe we expeft and ftand 
in want of. — ?• Whom have we in heaven, fays 
the Pfalmift, but thee, O God, to look unto or 
depend on ? —s' to whom (hall we pour out our 
complaints, and fpeak of all our wants and ne- 
ceflides, but to thy goodnefs which is ever willing 
to confer upon us whatever becomes us to afk, 
and thee to graiit ; - — becaufe thou haft promifed 
to be nigh linto all that call upon thee, -— yea, 
unto all fuch as call upon thee faithfully ; — » that 
thou wilt fulfil the defire of them that fear thee, 
that thou wilt alfo hear their cry, and help them. 
Of all duties, prayer certainly is the fweeteft 
and moft 'eafy. — There are fome duties which 
may feem 4^)Dccafion a troublefome oppofition to 
the natural iSa^a]^^.^^ fleih and blood ; — fuch 
as the forgiven^ of injuries, and the love of ojU* 
enemies ; -^ others which will force us unavoick- 
bly into a perpetual ftruggle with our paffions, 
■— which war againft the foul ; — fuch as chaf- 
tity, —• temperance, — humility. — There are 

4 other 
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other virtjies, whicft feem to bid us fbi^et o\if 
prefent interdl for a while, — fuch ^ charity 
and generofity ; '^^ others that teach us to forget 
it at all times, and wholly to fix our affedions on 
things al)ove, and in no eircumftance to a& )ike 
' men that look for a continuing city here, but 
upon one to come, whofe builder and make? is 
God, — But this duty of prayer and thankf- 
giving to God — has no fuch oppofitions to en^ 
counter ; - — it takes no bullock out of thy field, 
— p- no horfe • out of thy (table, — npr he-goat 
out of thy fold ; •'— it .cofteth no wearipeiTs of 
bones, no imtimely watchings j — it requireth no 
ftrength of parts, or painful ftudy, but juft tp 
know and hpe a true fenfe of our dq>endence, 
and of the mercies by which we are upheld: 
— and with this, in every place and poftipre of 
body, a good nuui may lift up hi^ foul^unto the 
Lord his God. 

Indeed as to die frequency of putting this dijty 
formally in pradice, as the precept muft neceft 
£arily have varied according tp the dijBF(^ent fta? 
tions in which God has placed us j — fo he has 
been pleafed to determine nothing precifely con? 
ceming it : — for, perhaps, it would be unrcaibnr 
able to expeft that the day-labourer, or he that 
fupports a numerous family by the fweat pf his 
|>row, fhould fpend as ^uch of his time in deyo? 
tion, as the man of leifure a^d u^bo^mded wealth, 
^r-* This, however, in the general ipay hold good^^ 
that we are bound to pay this tribute to God, as 

often 
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pften as his providence has put an opportuaity 
Into our hands of fo doing ; — provided that 
no plea, drawn from the neceffary attentions to 
jdie affair^ of the world, wh^ch many men^s fitua^ 
|tions oblige them to, may be fuppofed to ex- 
tend to an exemption from paying their mpming 
and evening facrifice to God. ^^^ For ijt feems 
to be the leaft that cjui be done to anfwer the 
Remand of our duty in this point, fuc^ceffively to . 
open aild Ihut up the day in prayer and t^iankt 
giving : — flnce there is not a momipg thou 
xifeft, or a night thou lieft down, but thou art 
indebted for it to the watchful providence of 
Almighty Go4. — r- Dstyid and Paniel, whofe 
names are recorded in Scripture for future exaniir 
pie : \ — th^ firft, though a mighty king, e^lbar- 
raffed with wars abroad, and unnatural diftur- 
bonces at home; a fituatjon, one would think^ 
would allow Httje time fpr any jliing but his own 
and his ^gdom's fafety : — yet found he leifure 
to pray feyen 'limes a day ; ♦-r the latter, the 
counfellor and firft minifter of ftate to the gr^ 
Nebuchadnezzar; and, though perpetually fa- 
tigued with the affairs of a niighty kingdom, and 
the government of the w^ple province of Baby- 
lon, which was committed to bis adminiftration ; 
— though near the perfon of ^ idolatrous king^ 
and amidfj: the temptations of a luxurious courts 
— — yet never neglefted h^ his God ; but, as 
we read, -7- h^ kneeled upon his knees thyee times 
^ day, and prayfgd and gave thj^nks before him. 

A frequent 
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A frequent correfpondence with heaven, by 
prayer and devotion, is the greateft nourifhment 
and fupport of fpiritual. life : — it keeps the fenfe 
of a God warm and lively within us, ■ which 
fecures our difpofition, and fets fuch guards over 
us, that hardly will a temptation prevail againft 
us. ■■ Who can entertain a bafe or an impure 
thought, or think of executing it, who is incef- 
fantly converfmg with bis God ? — or not defpifis 
jBvery temptation this lower world can offer him, 
when by his conftant addrefles before the throne 
of God^s msyefty, he brings the glorious prqfpefi 
of heaven perpetually before his eyes ? 

I cannot help here taking notice of the docs 
trine of thofe who would refolve all devotion 
into the inner man, and think that there is 
nothing more requifite to exprefs our reverence 
to God, but purity and integrity of heart, -- — p 
unaccompanied either with words or adtions. — r 
To this opinion it may be juftly anfwered, that, 
in the prefent ftate we are in, we find fuch a 
ftrong fympathy and union between our fouls and 
bodies, that the one cannot be touched or feur 
fibly aflfeded, without producing fome corref^ 
ponding emotion in the other, r— Nature has 
affigned a different look, tone of voice, and gef- 
ture peculiar to every paflion and affeftion we 
are fubjefl: to ; and, therefore to argue againft 
this ftria correfpondence which is held between 
our fouls and bodies, — - is difputing againft the 
frame and mechahifm of human nature. — - We 

are 
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are not angels, but men cldathed with their bodies, 
and, in fpme meafure, governed by our imagi- 
nktidhs, that we have need of all thefe external 
helps which nature has made the interpreters of 
our thoughts. — And, no doubt, though' a vir- 
tuous and a good life are more acceptable in the 
fight of God, than either prayer or thankfgiving ; 
*— for behold, to obey is better than facrifice, 
and to hearken, than the fat of rams ; — neveis 
thelefs, as the one ought to be done, fo the other 
ought not, by any means, to be left undone. — 
As God is to be obeyed, — fo he is to be wor- 
fhipped alfo. — For, although inward holinefs 
and integrity of heart is the ultimate end of the 

divine difpenfations ; yet external religion 

is a certain means of promoting it. -— Each of 
them has its juft bounds ; "— and therefore as we 
would not be fo carnal as merely to reft con- 
tented with the one, — fo neither can we pretend 
to be fo fpiritual as to negleft the other. 

And though God is all-wife, and therefore 
underftands our thoughts afar off, — and knows 
the exaft degrees of our love arid reverence to 
him,, though we fliould withhold thofe outward 
marks of it ; — yet God himfelf has been gra- 
doufly pleafed to command us to pray to him; 
— that we might beg the affiftance of his grace 
to work with us againft our own infirmities ; — • 
that we might acknowledge him to be, what he 
is, the fupreme Lord of the whole world ; — 
that we might teftify the fenfe we have of all his 

mercies 
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mercies axid loving kindnefs to us, -^' laid confefir 
that he has tfie propriety of every thing we 
eiijoy, — that the eardi is the Lord's, and tfac^ 
liihiers therebf. 

Thus much of this duty of prayer in general, 
i— From every individual it may be reafonably 
expeded, from a bare refleiflion upon His own 
ftation, his perfonal want^, ^d the daily bleflings 
wtiich he has received in particular ; -^ but, for 
thofe bleffings beftowed upon the whole fpecies 
in commouj — reafon feems furthei* to require, 
that a joint return fliould be made by as ihany of 
the fpecies as; can conveniently aflemble together 
for t^ religious purpofe. — From hence arifes, 
Iikewife, the reafonablenefs of public worfhip,-and 
ikcred places fet apart for that purpofe ; without 
which, it would be very difficult to preferve that 
fenfe of God arid religion upon the minds of 
men, which is' fo neceifary to their well-beings 
confidered only as a civil fociety, and with regard 
to the purpofes bf this life, and the influence , 
which a jufl fenfe of it muft have upon thdr 
aftions. -=- Befides, men who are united in fo- 
cieties, can have no other cement, to unite thenx 
Iikewife in religious tie§, as well as in manners of 
worlhip and points of faith, but the inftitution of 
folemn times and public places deilined for that 
ufe. 

And it is not to be queftioned, that if the time, 
as well as place for ferving God, were once con- 
fidered as. indifferent, and left fo far to every 
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man's chdice as to have no calls to public prayer, 
however a fenfe of religion might be preferved 
a while by a few fpeculative men» yet that the 
bulk of mankind would lofe all knowledg{& of it» 
and in time live without God in the worlds --« 
Not that private prayer is the lefs our duty, the 
contrary of which is proved above ; and our 
Saviour fays, that when we pray jto God in fecret, 
we fhall be rewarded openly ; — r but that prayers 
which are publicly offered up in God's houfe, 
tend more to the glory of God, and the benefit 
of ourfelves : " for this reafon, that they are 
prefumed to be performed with greater attention 
and ferioufnefs, and therefore moft likely to be 
heard with a more favourable acceptance. — And 
for this one might appeal to every man's breaft, 
whether he has not -been affedted with the moft 
elevated pitch of devotion ^ when he gave thanks 
in the great congregation of the faints, and 

praifed God amongft much people ? Of this 

united worfhip there is a glorious defcription 
which St. John gives us, in the Revelations, 
where he fuppofes the whole univerfe joining 
together, in their feveral capacities, to give glory 
in this manner to their common Lord. — Every 
creature which was in heaven, and on earth, and 
under the earth, and ftich as were in the feas, and 
all that were in them, heard I, crying, — Blef- 
fing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
him that fitteth upon the throne. 

But here it may be afked, that if public worfhip 

tends 
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tends fo much to promote the glory of Gc)d, ^^ 
and is what is fo indifpenfably the duty and 
benefit of every chriftian ftate, ■ ' how came 
it to pafs, that our bleffed Saviour left no com-* 
mand to his followers, throughout the gofpel, to 
fet up public places of worfhip, and keep them 
facred for that purpofe? ■ It may be an- 

fwered, — that the neceflity of fetting apart places 
for divine worlhip, and the holiiiefs of them when 
thus fet apart, feemed already to have been fo 
'Well eftablifhed by former revelation, as not to 
need any exprefs precept upon that fubjefi: : — > 
for though the particular appointment of the 
temple, and the confinement of worlhip to that 
place alone, were only temporary parts of the 
Jewifh covenant ; yet the neceflity and duty of 
having places fomewhere folemnly dedicated to 
God carried a moral reafon with it, and therefore 
was not abolifhed with the ceremonial part of the 
law. — Our Saviour came not to deflroy, but to 
fulfil the law ; — and therefore the moral pre^ 
cepts of it, which promoted a due regard to the 
divine Majefly, remained in as full force as even 
•— And accordingly we find it attefled, both by 
chriflian and heathen writers, that fo foon as the 
fecond century, when the number of believers 
was much increafed, and the circumflances of 
rich converts enabled them to do it, — that they 
began to ere& edifices for divine worfhip ; — and 
though, under the frowns and oppreffion of th^ 
civil power, they every Sabbath aifembled them- 

felves 
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felves thiBi*eb, that with one hand and one lip 
they might detlare whofe they were, and whbm 
they ferved, and as the fervants of one Lord, 
might offer up their joint prayers and petitions. 

I wilh there was no reafon to lament an abate- 
ment of this religious zeal amongft chriftians of 
later days. — Though the piety of our forefathers ' 
feems, in a great meafure, to have deprived us of 
the merit of building churches for the fenice of 
God, there can be no fuch plea for not fre- 
quenting them in a regular and folemn manner, 
— * How often do people abfent themfelves (when 
in the utmoft diftrefs how to difpofe of them- 
felves) from church, even upon thofe days which 
are fet apart for nothing elfe but the worfhip of 
God ; — when, to trifle that day away, or apply 
any portion of it to fecular concerns, is a facrilege ' 
alirioft in the literal fenfe of the word. 

From this duty of public prayer arifes another, 
which I cannot help fpeaking of, it being fo 
dependent upon it ; -^ I mean a ferious, devout, 
and refpeftful behaviour, when we are performing* 
this folemn duty in the hbufe of God. — This is- 
furely the leaft that can be neceflary in the imme- 
diate prefence of the Sovereign of the world, upon 
whofe acceptance of our addrefles all our prefent 
and future happinefs depends. 

Extiihial behaviour is the refult of inward 
revereiicfe, and is therefore part of our duty to 
God, whom we are to worffiip in body as well asr 
fpirit. 

VOL. IV. K , • And 
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And 38 nd one fliould be wanting in outward 
rdpe& and decorum before an earthly prince or 
fuperior, much lefs fhould we be fo before him, 
whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain. 

Notwithflanding the obvioufnefs of this branch 
of duty, — it feems often to be little underftood ; 

— and whoever will take a general furvey of 
church behaviour, will often meet with fcenes of 
fad variety. — What a vein of indolence and in* 
devotion fometimes feems to run thrj^ghout 
whole congregations ! — what ill-timed pains do 
fpme take in putting on an air of gaiety and in- 
difference in the moil interefting parts of this 
duty, -— even when they are making confeflion 
of their fins, as if they were afhamed to be thought 
ferious with their God! — Surely, to addreis 
Qurfelves to his infinite Majefty after a negligent 
and difpafiionate manner, befides the immediate 
indignity offered, it is a fad fign we Uttle confider 
the bleflings we aik for, and far leis deferve them. 

— Befides, what . is a prayer, unlefs our heart 
and affedions go along with it ? — It is not fo 
much as the ihadow of devotion : and Uttle better 
than the papifts telling their beads, «— or honour-^ 
ing God with th«r Ups, when their hearts are far 
from him. — * The confideration that aperfon is 
come to proftrate himfelf before the throne of 
high heaven, and in that place which is. particu- 
larly diftinguiihed by his prefence, is fufEcieat 
inducement for any one to watch av€xJi|B aniagi- 
nation, and guard againft the leaft appearance of 
levity and diirefped. 

7 An 
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An inward (incerity will of courfe influence the 
outward deportment; but where the one is 
wanting, there is great rea&n ta fufpeft the ab- 
fence of the other. — I own it is poffible^ and 
often happens, that this eternal garb of religion 
may be worn, when there is little within of a piece 
with it ; — but I believe the converfe of the pro- 
pofition can never happen to be true, that a truly 
religious frame of mind fhould exift without fome 
outwsu^ mark of it. — The mind will fliine 
through the veil of flefh which covers it, and 
naturally exprefe its religious difpofitions ; -—and, 
if it poflefles the power of godlinefs, — will have 
the external form of it too. 

May God grant us to be defeftive in neither, 
^r- but that we may fo praife and magnify God 
on earth, — that when he cometh, at the laft 
day, with ten thoufand of his faints in heaven, to 
judge the world, we may be partakei:8 of thejr 
eternal inheritance. Amen. 
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THE WAYS OF PROVIDENCE JUSTIFIED TQ 

MAN. 



PSALM LZXIII. I2> I3> 

Btfhold thefc arc the ungodly who profper in the world, 
tbej increafe in riches. 

Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and Waflied my 
hands in innocency. 

nPHIS complaint of the Pfalmift's concerning 
^ the promifcuous diftribution of God's blef- 
fii;igs to the juft and unjuft, — that the fun 
Ihould fhine without diftindion upon the good 
and the bad, — and rains defcend upon the 
righteous and unrighteous man, -— is a lubjeft 
that has afforded much matter for inquiry, and 
at one time or other has raifed doubts to dif- 
hearten and perplex the minds of men. If the 
fovereign Lord of all the earth does look on, 
whence fo much diforder in the face of things ? 
— why is it permitted, that wife and good men 
fliould be left often a prey to fo many niiferies 
and diftreffes of life, — whilfl the guilty and 
foolifh triumph in their offences, and even the 
tabernacles of tobbers profper I 

To thi3 it is anfweredj^ — that therefore there 
is a future ftate of rewards and puniihments to 
take place after this life, wherein all thefe ihequa* 

lities 
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litie^ fliall be made even, where the circum^ 
ftances of every man's cafe ftiall be confidered, 
and where God (hall be Juftified in all his ways, 
and every mouth fhall be ftopt. 

If this was not fo, — if the ungodly were to 
profper in the world, and have riches in pofTeflion, 
•— and no diftin^on to be made hereafter, — to 
what purpofe would it have been to have matm- 
tained our integrity ? — Lo I then, indeed, (houM 
I have cleanfed my heart in vain, and wafhed my 
hands in innocency. 

It is farther faid, and what is a more direft 
anfwer to the point, — that when God created 
man, that he might make him capable of receiving 
happinefs at his hands hereafter, — he endowed 
him with libwty and freedom of choice, without 
which ^ he could not have been a creature tc- 
countable for his actions; — r that it is merely 
from the bad ufe he makes of thefe gifts, — • that 
all thofe infllknces of irregularity do refult, upon 
which the complaint is here grounded, »— which 
could no ways be preventedj but by the total 
fubverfion of human liberty j — that ftould God 
make bare his arm, and interpofe in every injuflice 
that is committed^ — mankind might be faid to 
do what was right, — but, at the fame time, to 
lofe the merit of it, (ince they would aft under 
force and neceflity, and not from the determi- 
nations of their own mind ; — that tipon this 
fuppofidon, — a man could with no more reafiwi 
expeft to go to heaven for afts of temperance, 
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jufticey and humanity, than for the ordinary 
impulfes of hunger and third, wh;ch nature 
directed ; — that God has dealt with man upon 
better terms ; — he h^ firft endowed him with 
liberty and free-will ; « — ^ he has fet life ?uid 
death, good and evil, b^ore him ; — that he has . 
ipven him faculties to find out what will be th^ 
€0nfequence8 of either way of a£jdng^ and then 
left hijA tp take which courfe his reafon and 
dire^um fhall point out. •' 

I ihall defift from enlarging ^ny fiurtber upo)i 
dtjicir of the foregoing arguments in vindication 
of Cpd^s providence, which are urg^ fo often 
vfhh fo much force and conviftion, as tp Jeaye 
no room for a re^onable reply; f— iince the 
miferies ivhich befal the good, and the feeming 
happineis of the wicked, could not be x^therwife 
in fuch a free flate and condition as this in which 
we are placed. 

In all charges of this kind we generally take 
two things for granted ; — • i ft. That in the in, 
fiances ve give, we knoyr certainly the good froni 
the bad ; -r? aixd, adly. The refpeftive ftate of 
their enjoymentis or fufferings. 

I fhall therefore, in the remaining part of my 
difcourfe, take up your time with a fhprt inquiry 
into the difficulties of coming not only at the true 
charaders of men, r-r^ — but likewife of knowing 
dther the degrees of their real happineis or 
mifery in this life. 

The firft of diefe will teadi us candour. ip 

bur 
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v:.ar judgment of othert : — the fecond, to which 
I fhall confine myfelf, will teach us humility in 
our reafoningsupon the ways of God. 

For though the miferies of the good, and th* 
profperity oP^he wicked, are not in general fc 
be denied ; — yet I fliall endeavour to (hew, that 
the particular inftances we are apt to produce, 
when we cry out in the words of the Pfalmift^* 
Lo ! thefe are the ungodly, — thefe profper, ancf 
are happy in the world : — I fay, I fliall en* 
deavour to fliew, that we are fo ignorant of the 
articles of the charge, — and the evidence we go 
npon to make them gdod is fo lame and defec- 
tive, — as to be fufficient by itfelf to check all 
propenfity to expoftulate with God's provideifce^ 
allowing there was no other way of cle^uing up 
the matter reconcileably to his attribute^. 

And, firft, — what certain and infallible marks 
have we of the goodnefs or badnefs of the bulk 
of mankind ? 

If we truft to fame atid reportis, — if th^y are 
goodjhow do we know but they may proceed froiii 

pardal friendfliip or flattery? when bad, 

from envy or ttialice ^ from ill-natured furmifeS 
and donfthidfon of things ? — and, on both fides,* 
from fmall matters aggrandized through miftake^ 
— and fometimes through the unfkilful relation 
of even truth itfelf? — From fome, or all of 
which caufes, it happens, that the eharafters of 
men, like the hiftories of the Egyptians, are to 
be t^dved and read with caution j — they are 
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generally dreffed out and disfigured with fo many 
dreams and fables, that every ordinary reader 
ihall not bQ able to diilingyiih truth from falfen 
hoo(L -T- But allowing thefe |-efleftions Xo be too 
fevere in this matter, — • th^^t no fuch thing a^ 
envy ever leffened a mean's charader, or malice 
blackened it ; rr- yet the chsLrafters of men are 
pot eafily penetrated, ^ they depend pften upon 
the retired, unfeen parts of a man's life. — The 
beft and trueft piety is moil fecret, and the worft 
of aftions, for different reafons, wi}l be fo too, 
T— Spme men are modefl, and feem to take pains 
to hide their virtues ; and from ^ natural diftance 
ind referve in their teinpers, fcarce fuffer their 
good qualities tq be known : — - others^ pi^ the 
contrary, put in prance a thouiand little arts to 
counterfeit virtijes yrhi^h they have not^ — the 
)>etter to conceal thofe v^ces which they really 
have i — - aod this imder fair ihows of iandity, 
good-nature, generofity, or fome virtue or other, 
•rr too fpecious to be feen through, -— too amia- 
ble and diiinterefted to be fufpe^ed« — - Thefe 
hints may b$ fufficient tq fhfw |iow hard it is to 
come at the nu^tter of faft : rrr \>ux one may gq 
9 ftep further, — and fey, t|iat even that, iq 
piany cafes, qoul4 we come to the ^owiedge of 
It, it is not fufScient by itfelf to prx)nounce a man 
either good or bad. — ^ There are numbers of 
prcumftances, which attend every a&km of a 
man's life, which can never- come to the know- 
Je4g€ of the world, — yet ought to be knpwn, 

and 
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mid well weighed, before fentence witfi any jail 
tice can be palTed upon lum« ^-— A man may have 
different views, and a di£ferent fenfe of things 
from what his judges have ; and what he under- 
ftaids and feels, and what pafles within him, may 
be a fecret treafured up deeply there for ever« -^ 
A nian, through bodily infirmity, or fome com* 
plexional defed, which perhaps is not in his power 
to corred, — may be fubje£l to inadvertencies, 
— r to ftarts and unhappy turns of temper ; he 
may lay open to fnares he is not always aware 
of, or, though ignorance and want of informa- 
tion and proper helps, he may labour in the dark ; 
1— in all which cafes he may do many things which 
are wrong in themfelves, and yet be innocent ; -^ 
^t lead an obje£k rather to be pitied than cenfured 
with feverity and ill-will. -^ Thefe are difficulties 
which ftand in every one's way in the forming 
a judgment of the charafters of others. — But, 
for onaoi ht us fuppofe them all to be got over, fo 
that we iCoald fee the bottom of every nian's heart ; 
r^ let us sdlow that the word rogue pr honeft 
Bian was wrote fo leg3)ly in every man's face, that 
no one could poflibly mifhike it ; — yet ftill the 
happiiiefs of bdth the one and die other, which 
i^ the only fskSt that can bring the charge home, 
is what we have fo little certain knowledge of, ««• 
that, bating fome flagrant inftances, whenever 
we venture to pronounce upon it, our dedfions 
are little more than random guefles. •— For who 
1^ fearcl^ thje hesqt of m?n ? •— — it is ti^adw 

erous 
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crous even to ourfelves, and much more likely 
to impofe upon others. — Even in laughter (if 
you vdll' believe Solomon) the heart Js forrow- 

ful : ^ the mind fits dnx^ing, whilft the 

countenance is gay '* •— and even he, who is the 
object 'of envy to thofe who look no further 
than thefurface of his eflate, — may appear at 
the fame tone worthy of compaiTion to thofe who 
know his private recefies* Befides this, a mail's 
vnhappinefs is not to be afcertained fo much from 

what is known to have befallen him, as 

from his particular tunl and cafl of mind, and 
capacity of bearing it. — — Poverty, exile, lofs 
of fame or friends, ^the death of childr^i, the 
deareft of all pledges of a man's happinefs, make 
iiot equal impreffions upon every temper* «^~ You 
wijyii fee one man undergo, with fcarce the ex- 
pence of a figh, — what another, in th^ ^tter^ 
Qteft of his foul would go mourping for all hi# 
Kfe kmg : — nay, a hafty word, or aa unkilHi 
)6ok» to a foft and tender nattfe, wiS fhike 
deeper than a fword to the hardened^and fenfe* 
Idlis* T— If thefe reflexions hokl true with rcgaM 
10 misfortimes, «— » they are tke fame with regard 
to enjoyments ; — r we are" formed differently, — 
{)i,Te different taftes and perceptions of things ; 
•«*» by the force of habit, education, or a particu* 
IgiX caft of mind, — it happens that neither the 
^ or poffe^on of the fame ^joyments and ad« 
wntages produce the fame happinefs and con* 
tmtment ; — but that it differs in every man 
-f. abnoft 
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almoft according to bis temper ;md complexion : 
* — fa that the felf-lame b^ppy accidents in life^ 
\irhich jfball giye raptm'es to the choleric or fan* 
guine man, (hall be received with indifference by 
the cold and phlegmatic ; -^ ^tnd fo oddly per- 
plexed are the accounts of both human liappinel^ 
and mifery in this woiid, — that trifles, light as 
a^*, f^all be able to make the hearts of fome men 
fmg for joy j — at the fame time that others, 
^ith real bleilings and advantages, without the 
power of ufing them, have their hearts heavy and 
difcontented. 

Alas ! if the principles of contafitment are not 
within us,, the height of ftation and worldly gran- 
4eur will as foon add a cubit to a man's itature 
as to his happinefs. 

This will fuggeft to us how little a way we have 
gone towards the proof of any man's happinefs, 
— in barely faying, — Lo ! this man profpers in 
the world, -— and this icnan has riches in pof- 
feifion. 

When a man has got much above us, we take 
it for granted) — that he fees fome glorious prof- 
pe^jLs, and feels fome mighty pleafures from his 
height J r— whereas could we get up to him, it 
}& great odds whether we fhould find any thing 
to inake us tolerable amends for the pains and 
tro\d>le of climbing up fo high. — Nothing, per- 
haps, but more dangers and mpre troubles ftill .: 
--r and fuch a giddinels of head befides, as to 
make * wife man wilh he was well down again 
. upon 
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Bpon the level. — To calculate, thej^ore, the 
happmefs of mankind by their ftations and ho- 
nours, is the moft deceitful of all rules ; — • great, 
no doubt, is the happinefs which a moderate for- 
tune and moderate defires, ¥dth a confcioufnefs 
of virtue, will fecure a man. — Many are the 
filent pleafures of the honeft peafant, who rifes 
cheerftilly to his labour : — look into his. dwel- 
ling, — where the fcene of every man's happinefs 
chiefly lies ; r— he has the fame donieftic endear- 
mentB, — as much joy and comfoit in his' chil- 
dren, — and as flattering hopes of their doing 
we!!, — to enKven his hoiu^ and glad his heart, 
as you could conceive m the mofl: affluent ibation. 

— And I make no doubt, in general, but if the 
true account of bis joys and fufferings were to be 
balanced with thofe of his betters, — that the up- 
(hot would prove to be Kttle more than this, — 
that the rich man had the more meat, -~ but the 
foot man the better ftomach ; — ^ the one had 
more luxury, — more able phyficians to attend 
iand fet Wm to rights ; — the other, more health 
and foundnefs in his bones, and lefs occafion for ~ 
their help ; that, after thefe two articles betwixt 
them were balanced, -— in all other things they 
ftood upon a level : — - that the fiin fliines as 
warm, •— the air blows as frefli, and the earth 
breathes as fragrant, upon the one as the other ; 

— and that thejt have an equal (hare m all the 
beauties and real benefits of nature. — Thefe hints 
may be fufiicient to fliew what I propofed from 

6 them^ 
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themy -'*- the difficulties which attend us in ^ 
jild^g truly either of the happinefs or the mifery 
of the bulk of mankind, — the evidence being 
ftill more defe&ive in this cafe (as the. matter of^. 
fad is hard to . come at) «— than even in that 
of judging of their true charaders ; of both wbich^ 
in general, we have fuch imperfed knowledge, 
as will teach us candour in our determinations 
upon each other. 

But the main purport of this difcomfe, is, to 
teach us humility in our reafonings upon the 
ways of the Almighty. 

That things are dealt unequally in this world, 
is one of the ftrongefl; natural arguments for a 
future ftate, — and therefore is not to be over- 
thrown: neverthelefs, — I am perfuaded the. 
charge is far from being as great as at firit fight 
it may appear ; — or if it is, — : that our views 
of things are fo narrow and confined^ that it b . 
not in our power to make it good. 

But fuppofe it otherwife, ~ that the happinefc 
and profperity of bad men were as great as onr ge- 
neral complabts make them, — ^ and, what is not : 
the cafe, -— that we were not able to clear up the 
matter, or anfwer it reconcileably with God's ; 
juftke and provid^ce, — what fhall we infer ? 

— Why, the moft becopiing conclufion is, -^ \ 
that it is one inftance more, out of ipany others, ; 
of our ignorance : — why ihould this, or any = 
other religious difficulty he cannot compreheni^ ; 

— why fliould it alarm him more than ten thou- 
f . - fand 
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&nd other difBcuIdes which, every day elude his^ 
mod exad and attentive fearch ? — Does not the 
the meaneft flower in the field, or the fmalleft 
blade of grafs, baffle the underftanding of the 
moft penetrating mind ? — Can the deepeft in- 
quiries after nature tell us, upon what particular 
fize and motion of parts the various colours and 
taftes of vegetables depend ; — why^one (hrub 
is laxative, — another aftringent ; — why arfe- 
nic or hellebore ihould lay wafte this noble frame 
of ours, — » or opium lock up all the inroads to 
our fenfes, and plunder us, in fo n^rdlefs a 
manner, of reafon and underftanding ? — Nay, 
have not the moft obvious things that come in 
our way, dark (ides, which the quickeft fight 
cannot penetrate into ; and do not the deareft 
and mofl; exalted underftandings find themfelves 
puzzled, and at a lofs in every particle of 
matter? 

Go then, — proud man ! — and when thy^ 
head turns giddy with opinions of thy own wif- 
dom, that thou wouldft correct the meafures of 
the Ahnighty, — go then, — ^ take a fiill view 
of thyfelf in this glafs : — confider thy own fa- 
culties, how narrow and imperfeft; — how 
niuch they are chequered with truth and faHe- 
hood ; — how little arrives at thy knowledge, 
and how darkly and confufedly thou difcemeft 
even that little as in a glafe : — confider the be- 
ginnings and endings of things, the greateft and 
the fmalleft, how they ^all confpire to baffle-thee; 

'— and 
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— and which way ever thou profecutefl thy 111- 
quirieS) — what frefli fubjefts of amazement, 

— and what frefh reafons to believe there are 
more yet behind which thou canft never compre- 
hend. -^ — Confider, — thefe are but part of hi* 
ways : — how little 3 portion is heard of him ! 

— Canft thou, by fearching, find out God ? 

— wouldft thou know the Almighty to perfec- 
tion ? — 'Tis as high as heaven, what canft 
thou do? — 'tis deeper than hell, how canft 
thou know it ? 

Could we but fee the myfterious workings of 
Providence, and were we able to comprehend 
the whole plan of his infinite wifdom and good* 
ne&, which poffibly may be the cafe in the final 
confununation of all things: — ^ thofe events, 
which we are now fo perplexed to account for, 
wopld probably exalt and magnify his wifdom, 
and make us cry out with the Apoftle, in that 
rsq)turous exclamation, — O ! the depth of the 
riches both of the goodnefs and wifdom of God ! 
— - how unfearchable are his ways, and his paths 
paft finding out ! 

Now to God, &c. 
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THE INGRATITUDE Ot ISRAEL.' 

I 

2 KXNCS» XVII. 7. 

For fo it was, «— that the children of Ifrael had finned 
againfk the Lord their God, who had brought them up: 
out of the land of Egypt. — . 

THE words of tlie text account for the caufe 
of a fad calamity, whicH is related, in the 
foregoing verfes, to have befallen a great nunt- 
ber of Ifraelites, who were furprifed in the 
capital city pf Samaria, by Hofea king of Afly- 
ria, and cruelly carried away by him out of theUx 
own country, and placed on the defolate fron- 
tiers of Halah, and in Haber, by the rtver Go- 
zan, and in the city of the Medes, and there 
confined to end their days in forrow and cap- 
tivity. — Upon which the facred hiftorian, in- 
ftead of accounting for fo fad an event merely' 
froui political fprings and caufes ; fuch for in- 
stance, as th^* fuperior ftrefigth and policy of die 
enemy, or an unfeafonable provocation given, — 
or that proper meafurcs of defence were ne- 
gle&ed ; — he traces it up, in one word, to its true- 
fcaufe : — Vor fo it was, fays he, that the children of 
Ifrael had finned againfl the Lord their God, who 
had brought them^ up out of the land of Egypt. 
— It was furely a fufficient' foundation to dread 

fome 
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feme evil, — that they had finned againft that 
dbat Being who had an unqueftionable right to 
their obedifflce. -^ Biit what an aggravation was 
it •<-* that they had not only finned fimply againft 
the truth, but againft the God of mercies, who 
had brought them forth out of the land of Egypt ; 
— ^ who nbt only created, upheld, and favoured 
thetn with fo many advantages in common with 
ibe reft of their fellow-creatures^ but who had 
been particularly kind to them in their misfor- 
tunes ; ^-r who, when they were in the houfe of 
bondage, in the moft hopelefs condidon,^ with* 
out a profped of any natural means of redref^ 
had comfHiffionately heard thdr cry, and took 
])ity upon the afi9i£Uons of a diftrefled people, -^ 
and by a chain of miracles, delivered them from 
ferviAide and oppreflion : — miracles of fo ftu« 
pendous a nature, that I take delight to oflTer 
them, as often as I have an opportunity, to your 
devouteft contemplations. — This, you would 
think as high and as complicated an aggravation 
of their fins as could be urged. — This was not 
all • ..^ for befides God's goodnefs in firft &. 
vouring dieir nuraculous efcape, a feries of fuc« 
cefles not to be accounted for from fecond caufes 
and the natural courfe of events, had crowned 
their heads in fo remarkable a manner, ai^ to af« 
ford an evident proof, not only of his general 
concern for their welfare, but of his particular 
•providence and attachment to them above aU 
people v^on eardi* In the wiMemefs he, led 
▼oL* IV. x^ them 
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them like fheep, and kept them as the apple of 
his eye : — he fuffered no man to do them wrong, 
but reproved even kings for their fake. — When 
they entered into the promifed land, — no force 
was able to (land before them ; — when in pof- 
feffion of it, — no army was able to drive them 
out ; — and, in a word, nature, for a time, 
was driven backwards to ferve them, and even 
the Sun itfelf had flood fUll in the midit of hea* 
van to fecure their vidlories. 

A people with fo many teftimonies of God's 
favour, who had not profited thereby, fo as to 
become a virtuous people, muft have been ut- 
terly corrupt ; — and fo they were. — And it 
is likely from the many fpecimens they had given, 
in Mdfes's time, of a difpofitibn to forget God's 
benefits, and upon every trial to rebel againft him, 
— he forefaw thqy would certainly prove a thank- 
lefs and unthinking people, extremely inclined to 
go aftray and do evil ; — and therefore, if any 
thing was likely to bring them back to themfelves^ 
and to confider the evils of their mifdoings, — it 
muit be the dread of fome temporal calamity, 
which, he prophetically threatened, would one 
day or other befal them : — hoping, no doubt^ 
•-— - that if no principle of gratitude could xnake 
them ap obedient people, — at leaft they miglit 
be wrought upon by the terror of being reduced 
back again by thefame all powerful hand to tljeir 
firft diftreffed condition : — which, in the end, 
jdid dually overtake them. — For at length, wheii 
• . . .neither 
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neithei* tfaealtemadves of promifes or threatenings, : 
— <- when neither rewards or conre^tions, — com«> 
forts or afilidions, could foften them: — whei^. 
continual inftru£tions, — warnings, — invita- 
tions ;, — reproofs, — miracles, — prophets andj 
holy guides, had no efFed, but, inftead of making 
them grow better, apparently made them grow 
worfe, — God's patience at length withdrew, — ' 
and he fuffered them to reap the wages of their 
folly, by letting them fell into the ftate of bondage 
from whence he had firft raifed them ; — and 
that not only in that partial inftance ofthofein 
Samaria, who were taken by Hofea, *— but, I 
mean, in that more general inftance. of their over- 
throw by the army of the Chaldeans ; — wherei» 
he fuffered the whole nation to be led away, and 
carried captive into Nineveh and Babylon. — We 
may be affixred that the hiftory of God Almighty's 
juft dealings with this froward and thoughtlefs 
people — was not wrote for nothing ; — but that 
it was given as a loud call and warning of obe«» 
dience and gratitude, for all races of men to whom 
the light of revelation fhould hereafter reach ; — • 
and therefore I have made choice of this fubjed, 
as it feems likely to furmfh fome refledions fea* 
fonable for the beginning of this week, -^ which 
fhould.be devoted to fuch meditations a^ may pre- 
piare and fit us . for the folemn feft which we are 
fliortly toobferve, and whofe pious intention will 
not be anfwered by a bare aifembling ourfelves 
together, without making fome religious and na» 
tbnal remmrks fuilable to the occafion. — - Doubt- 

^ a • lefs. 
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Ic6, therfe ii rid nation which erer had fa many* 
extraordinary reafons aiid fupmiatural motives to 
become thankful and virtuoiis as the Jews had : — 
which, beiides the daily bleflings of God^s provi- 
dence to them, has not received fuflicient bleffings 
and mercies at the hand of God, fo as to engage 
thdr beft fervices, and the w^umeft returns of gra- 
titude they can pay. 

There has been a time, may be, when they 
have been delivered from fome grievous calamity, 
-i— from the rage of peftitence or famine, — 
from the edge and fury of the fword^ — from 
the fate and fall of kingdoms^ round them : — they 
may have been'preferved by providential difco- 
veries of plots and deilgns againft the well-being 
of their dates, or by critical turns and revolutions 
in their favour, when beginning to fink. — By 
fbme fignal interpofition of God's providence, 
rfiey may have refcued their liberties, and all that 
was dear to them, from the jaws of fome tyrant } 
— or may have preferved their religion pure and 
uncorrupted, when all other comforts failed them. 
' — If other countries have reafbn to be thankiul 
to God for any one of thefe mercies, — • mudi 
more has this of ourif, — which, i^ one time or 
other, has received them sill ; «— infbinuch that 
our hiftory, for this laft hundred years, has fcavce 
been any thing but thehiflory of our deliverances 
and G=bd'« blefiings ; — send thefe in fo compli* 
tated a chain, ftich as were fcarce ever vouch- 
fafed to any people befides, exfrept the J«W8 ; — ^ 
and with regard (o them, though inferior m the 

ilupendous 
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^upendoyg manner of -their warking, -— yet no 
way fo —-in the extenfire goo(}ne(8 erf* their ef* 
fedss and the infinite benevolence and power 
which muft have wrought them £3r u& 
• Here then let us ftop to look back a moment, 
and inquire what great effe&s all this has had 
upon our finsy and hpw far worthy we have lived 
of what we have received, 

A ftranger, when be heard that thisifland had 
been fo favoured by heaven, -* fo happy in our 
laws and religion, -*- £3 flourilhing in our trade, 
— and fo blefled in our fituation, — and fo vi- 
fibly proteded in ail of them by providence, — ^ 
would conclude, that our morals had kept pace 
with thefe bleilings, and would exped: that, as we 
were the moil: favoured by God Almighty, we 
muil be the molt virtuous and religious pec^le 
upon earth. 

Would to God, there was any other reafon to 
incline one to fuch a belief ! -— would to God, 
that the appearance of religion was more frequent Y 
for that would neceflarily imply the reality of it 
fomewhere, and moil j>robably in the greateft and 
moftrefpe^ablecharaders of the nation. — - Such 
was the fituation of this country, till a licentious 
king introduced a licentious a^e. ^— The ipourt 
of Charles the Second firfl brake in upoi^, and^ 
I fear, has almolt demolifhed the out^works of 
religion, of modefly, and of fober manners, --- 
fo that, inftead of any real marks of rdigk>n 

amon^ft u8,yo\ifeethquiandswhoaretu^with 

f- 3 carrying 
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carrying the maik ofit, — and hare thrdtra it 
aiide as a ufeleis incumbrance. 

But this licentioufiie&, he*ll fay, may be chiefly' 
owing to a long courie of profperity, which is apt 
to corrupt men's minds. — - God has fince tried 
you with afili&ions ; ?— you have had lately a 
bloody and cxpenfive war; — God has fent, 
moreover, a peftilence amongft your cattle, which 
has cut oflF the flock from the fold, and left no 
herd in the ftalls ; — befides, — you have juft 
felt two dreadful fliocks in your metropolis of a 
raoft terrifying mature — — which, if God's provi* 
dence had not checked and reftrained within fome 
' bounds, might have overthrown your capital, and" 
your kingdom with it. 

Surely, he'll fay^ — ^ all thefe warnings mufl: 
have awakened the confciences of the moft un- 
thinking part of you, and forced the inhabitants 
of your land, from fuch admonitions, to have 
learned righteoufnefs. — I own, this is the natu- 
re effed, and,- one ihould hope, fhould always 
be the improvement from fuch calamities ; :«— 
for we often find, that numbers of people, who 
in their profperity feemed to forget God — do 
yet remember him in the days of trouble and dif- 
trefs J -r-* yet, coniider this nationally, we fee n<%r 
fuch eflfedk from it, as in fad one would expedt 
from fpeciJation, 

. For inflance, with all the devaflation and blood- 
shed which the war has occafioned, — how ma- 
jij converts hw it made either to virtue^r fhiga- 

14 lity? 
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Kty ? •— The peftU^ce amcmgft ourxattle,iKough' 
k has diftrefled, and utterly undone,. ib man); 
tfaoufands ^ yet what one vilible alteratioR . has it 
made in the courfe of oUr lives ? .m. 

. And though one would imagine that the iiec«£» 
lary drains of taxes for the one, and the lois o£ 
rent and property for the other, — ihould, iir 
Ibme meafure, have withdra^ the means of gra« 
tifying our paifions as we have^donef — yet 
what appearance is there amongft.us that it is (ol^ 
— what one faihionable folly or extravagance hasr 
beea checked ? — Are not the fame exp^cea 
of equipage, and furniture, and drefs, — the 
fame order of diverfions, perpetually returning; 
and as great luxury and epicurifm of entertain^ 
ments, as in the moft profperou^ condition ? — ? 
So that, though th^ head is (ick, and the whole 
heart is faint, we all affed to look well in the hce^ 
cither as if nothing had happened, or we were^: 
aihamed to acknowledge the force and natural 
eSeOts of the chaftifements of God* -. — And if, 
from the eflFefts which war and peftilence have 
had, -^ we may form a judgment of the moral 
effe^ which this laft terror is likely to produce, 
it is to be feared, however we might be ftartled at 
Jirft, -"—that the impreflions will fcarce laft longer 
Aan the inftantaneous fhock which occafioned 
them : •— And I make no doubt, ^-^ ihould a 
man have courage to declare his opinion, •— 
^ That he believed it was an indication of God's 
anger upon a corrupt generation," — that h^ ' 
:• i.. J- 4 woul4 



would be great q44s but be woul4 be pitied kf 
Ips weaknofs^ pr op^y laughed a^ for his i4^>er^ 
jtidoQ. <«^ Or If, dter fuch ^ declarat^oft, — btf 
was thought worth fetting right in his miftak^ 
mm b^ would be infon^ed, «^ that reUgion b<t4 
nothing to da in replications of this kind: -^ 
ibat all fuch violent vibrations of the earth wero 
•wing tQ jbbterraoeous eavems &lling down of 
liusnfelyes, op being blown up by nitrous, and 
fiilphureous vapours r^ri&ed by heat ) «— an4 
diat it w^ idle^ tQ bnng in the Deity to untie the 
knot, when it can be refolyed eafily into z^tura4 
caufes. !-r^ Vaii^ vuxtblnking mortals | •r^ As if 
aatural caufes were any thing elie in the hapd^ 
•f God, «-F but inftruiTxents which be q^» torn 
to work the piirpofes of his will, either to reward 
or puniih, as feen^s fitting to b|s infinite wifdom. 
I'hus no man repenteth him of his wickedn^ 
fiiying^ -rr? What have I done ? -« but every one 
turneth to bis courfe, as a horfe rufheth into the 
battle, r;— To conclude, however we may under^ 
rate it now, it is a m^m of eternal truth, — r 
ij^hich both reafonings and all accounts from hif^ 
tory f oiifjrm^ r^ that the wickednefs and corrupr 
tion of z, people will fooner or later always bring 
on temporal mifchiefs and calanu^es. — And 
can it be otherwifei — ; for a vicious nation noi 
only carries the feeds of deftruftion within, from 
the natural workings and coyrfe of things, *— but 
it lays itfelf open to the whole force and injury 
0f accidents from without ; — ^d I do venture 
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(o fay, — there never 'was a nation or people feU 
}en intp troubles or decay, — but one might 
juftly leave the fame remark upon them which 
the facred hiftonan makes in the text upop the 
jnisfortunes of the Ifraelites, — «■ for fo it was, ♦— 
|hat they had finned again ft the Lord thdr God« 

Let us, therefore, conftantiy bear in mind that 
Cpnclufion of the facred writer , which I Ihall give 
you in his own beautiful and awful language : 

** But the Lord, who brought you up out of 
the land of Egypt, with great power and a 
ftretch'd-out arm, him ihall ye fear, and him 
ih^U ye worlhip, -r- and to him ihall ye do faerie 
fice : — And the ftatutes, and the ordinances, 
^d the commandment^ he wrote for you, ye Ihall 
obferve to do for evermore. -. — the Lord your 
God ye ihall fear, — and he ihall deliver you out 
pf the hand of all your enemies." 

I^w to God (he Father, &c. 
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TO HI! HOST IKTIMATX VaiBVDS. 




But I ut over it with teurs, &c. 



TO 



DAVID GARRICK, Efq. 



WHEN I was afked to whom I Ihould de* 
dicate thefe Volumes, I carelefsly anfwered, 
to no one — Why not ? (replied the perfon 
who put the queftion to me.) Becaufe mod 
Dedications look like begging a proteftion to 
the book. Perhaps a worie interpretation may 
be given to it. No, no ! already fo much obliged, 
I cannot, will not, put another tax upon the 
generofity of any friend of Mr. Sterne's, or 
mine. I went home to my lodgings, and gra- 
titude warmed my heart to fuch a pitch, that I 
vowed they fliould be dedicated to the man my 
father fo much admired — who, with an un- 
prejudiced eye, read, and approved his works, 
and moreover loved the man — *Tis to Mr« 
Garrick, then, that 1 dedicate thefe Genuine 
Letters. 

Can I forget the fweet * Epitaph which proved 
Mr. Garrick's friendfhip, and opinion of him? 

'Twas 

♦ Shall Pride a heap of fculptarM marble raife, 
Some worthle&t unmoum'dy titled fool to praife $ 
And (hall we not by one poor grave-ftone learn 
Where Genius, Wit, and Humour, fleep with Sterne f 

D. G. 
lo 
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Twas a tribute to friendfhip — and as a tribute 
of my gratitude I dedicate thefe Volumes to a 
man of underftanding and feeling — Receive 
this, as it is meant — May you dear Sir, approve 
of thefe Letters, as much as Mr. Sterne admired 
you^ — but Mr. Garrick, with all his urbanity, 
can never carry the point half fo far, for Mr. 
Sterne was an enthufiaft, if it is poflible to be 
one, in favour of Mr. Garrick* 

This may appear a very limple Dedication, 
but Mr. Garrick will judge by his own fenfibility, 
that I can feel more than I can exprefs, and I 
believe he will give me credit for all my grateful 
acknowledgments* 

I am, with every fentiment of gratitude and 
efteem> 

Dear Sir, 

Your obliged 

humble Servant^ 



LYDIA STERNE DE MEDALLE*^ 



Londovy 
Juncy 1775. 
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PREFACE. 



IN publifhing thefe Letters, the Editor does but 
comply with her mother's requeft, which was, 
that if any Letters were piU^lifhed under Mr* 
Sterne's name, thofe (he had in her pofleflion 
(as well as thofe that her fiaither's friends 
would be kind enough to fend her) fhould be 
likewife publilh'd — She depends niuch on the 
candour of the Public for the favourable recep- 
tion of them, — their being genuine*, ihe thinks 
and hopes, will render them not unacceptable 

— She has already experienced much benevo- 
lence and generofity from her late father's friends 

— the remembrance of which will ever warm 
her heart with gratitude ! 

* Befides the Letters printed by Mrs. Medalle, thofe 
written by Mr. Sterne to Eliza, and a few others, are added 
to the prelent Edition. 
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LETTER I* 



TO MI96 L 



Yi 



ES ! I will fteal from the 
world, and not a babbling tongue (hall tell where 
I am — Echo fliall not fo much as whifper my 
hiding place — fuffer thy imagination to paint 
it as a little fun-gilt cottage, on the fide of a ro- 
mantic hill — doft thou think I will leave love 
and friendfhip behind me ? No ! they (hall be 
my companions in folitude, for they will fit down 
and rife up with me in the amiable form of my 

L . We will be as merry and as innocent as 

our firft parents in Paradife, before the arch fiend 
entered that undefcribable fcene. 

The kindeft affecbions will have room to (hoot 
and expand in our retirement, and produce fuch 
fruit as madnefs, and envy, and ambition, have 
always killed in the. bud. — Let the human tem- 
peft and hurricane rage at a diftance, the defola- 
tion is beyond the horizon of peace. — My L. 
has feen a polyanthus blow in December — fome 
friendly wall has (heltered it from the biting wind, 
— No planetary influence (hall reach us, but that 

♦ This, and the three fubfequent lettci*s, were written by 
Mr. Sterne to his wife, while fhe fefided iu StaiFordfhire^ 
before their marriage. 

M 4 which 
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which prefides and cherifhes the fweeteft flowers, 
God preferve us ! how delightful this profpeft in 
idea ! We will build and we will plant in our own 
way — (implicity fhall not be tortured by art — 
we will learn of nature how to live — fhe fhall 
be our alchymift to mingle all the good of life 
into one falubrious draught. ^ — The gloomy fa- 
mily of care and diftruft fhall be banifhed from 
our dwelling, guarded by thy kind and tutelar 
deity — we will fing our choral fongs of grati- 
tude, and rejoice to the end of our pilgrimage. 

Adieu, my L. Return to one who languifhes 
for thy fociety. 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER 11. 



TO THE SAME. 



You bid me tell you, my 

dcarL. how I bore your departure for S -, and 

whether the valley where D^Eflella flands, retains 
flill its looks — or, if I think the rofes or jefTa- 
mines fmell as fweet, as when you left it. — Alas ! 
every thing has now lofl its relifh and look \ The 
hour you left D'Eflella, I took to my bed. -^ I 
was worn out with fevers of all kinds, but mofl by 
that fever of the heart with which thou knoweflwell 
I have been wafling thefe two years — and fhall 
continue wafling till you quit S — . The good 

Mifs 
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Mifs S 5 from the forebodings of the bed 

of hearts, thinking I was ill, infifted upon my 
going to her. — What can be the caufe, my dear 
t.., that I never have been able to fee the face 
of this mutual friend, but I feel myfelf rent to 
pieces ? . She made me ftay an hour with her, and 
in that fhort fpace, 1 burft into tears a dozen diflfe- 
rent times — and in fuch affefUonate gufts of 
paffion, thdiX Ihe was conftrained to leave the room, 

— and fy^npathize in her drefSng-room. — I have 
been weeping for you both, faid fte, in a tone of 
the fweeteft pity — for poor L.'s heart, I have 
long known it — her anguifh is as fliarp as yours 
-^ her heart as tender — her conflancy as great 

— her virtues as heroic — Heaven brought you 
not together to be tormented. I could only an- 
fwer her with a kind look, and a heavy figh — 
and returned home to your lodgings (which I have 
hired till your return) to refign myfelf to mifery 

— Fanny had prepared me a fupper — fhe is all 
attention to me — but I fat over it with tears ; a 
bitter fauce, my'L., but I could eat it with no 
other -^ for the moment fhe began to fpread my 
little table, my heart fainted within me. — One 
folitary plate, one knife, one fork, one glafs ! — 
1 gave a thoufand penfive penetrating looks at the 
chair thou hadfl fo often graced, in thofe quiet 
and fentimental repafls — then laid down my 
knife and fork, and took out my handkerchief, 
and clapped it acrofs my face, and wept like a 
child. — I do fo this very moment, my L. ; for, 

as 
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as I take up my pen, ray poor ptilfe quickens, my 
pale face glows, and tears are trickling down upon 

the paper, as I trace the word L . O thou I 

blefied in thyfelf, and in thy virtues — bleffed to 
all that know thee — to me moft fo, becaufe 
tacM-e do I know of thee than all thy fex. — This 
is the philtre my L., by which thou haft charmed 
me, and by which thou wilt hold nle, thine, 
whilft virtue and faith hold this world together. 
^-^ This^ my friend, is the plain and fimple ma- 
^'c, by which I told Mifs — I have won a 
place in that heart of thine, on which I depend 
fo fatisfied, that time or diftance, or change of 
every thing which might alarm the hearta of little 
men, create no uneafy fufpence in mine. — Waft 

thou to ftay in S thefe feven years, thy 

friend, though he would grieve, fcoms to doubt, or 
to be doubted — *tis the only exception where 
fecurity is not the parent of danger. — I told you 
Jjoor Fanny was all attention to me fince your 
departure — contrives every day bringing in the 
name of L. She told me laft night (upon giving 
me foine hartfllorn), fhe had obferved my illnefs 
• b^gan the very day of your departure for S -— — ; 
that I had never held up my head, had feldom, 
of fcarce ever fmiled, had fled from all fociety — 
that ftie verily believed I ^as broken-hearted, for 
fhe had iieVef- entered thd room, or paffed by the 
door, but #lhe heard me figh heavily - — that I 
neither eat, or flept, or to6k pleafure in any thing 
as before ; — j^dg^ then my L., .can the valley 

look 
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look fo well — or the rofes and jeffjarmines fmell 
io iweet as heretofore ? Ah me ! — but adieu — 
Ibe i^^er bell calls me from thee to my God ! 

L* STERNS. 



LETTER III. 



TO THE SAME, 



Before how my L. hks 
lodged an indictment againft me in the high tourt 
of Friendfhip — - 1 plead guilty to the ch^e, ahd 
entirely fubmit to the mercy of that amiable tribu- 
nal. — Let this mitigate my punilhmeht, ii it 
will not expiate my tranfgreffion — do not fay 
that I fhall oifend again in the fame Aiafthef^ 
though a too eafy pardon fometimefe o^cafidlii a re* 
petition of the fame fault. — A Mifer fayfe, though 
1 do no good with my money to-day, to-ftioTroW 
fhall be marked with fome deed of beilefite^c^. 

— The Libertine fays, let me enjoy this week in 
forbidden and luxurious pleafures, imd the ne^t 
I will dedicate to ferious thought And refleftioii. 

— The Gamefler fays, let me hava one more 
chance with the dice, and I will never touch them 
more* —* The Knave of every profeffion wilhe*^ 
to obtain but independency, and he will betome 
all honefl man. — The female coquette triumphs 
in tormenting her inamorato, fot fear, after mar* 
liige, he fhould not pity her. 

The 



r 
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The apparition of the fifth inftant (for lettei-s 
may almofl be called fo) proved more welcome, 
as I did not expefl: it. Oh ! my L, thou art kind 
indeed to make an apology for me, and thou 
never wilt afluredly repent of one aft of krndnefs 

— for being thy debtor, I will pay thee with in- 
tereft. — Why does my L. complain of the de- 
fertion of friends ? — Where does the human 
being live that will not join in tWs complaint ? — 
It is a common obfervation, and perhaps too true, 
that married people feldom extend their regards 
beyond their own fire-fide. — There is fuch a 
thing as parfimony in efteem, as well as money 

— yet as one cofts nothing, it might be beftowed 
with more liberality. — We cannot gather grapes 
from thorns, fo we muft not expect kind attach- 
ments from perfons who are wholly folded up 
in felfifli fchemes. I do not know whether I moil 
defpife^ or pity fuch characters — ^ nature never 
made an unkind creature ■— » ill ufage, and bad 
habits, have deformed a fair and lovely qreation. 

My L. ! — thou art furrounded by all the 
melancholy gloom of winter ; wert thou alone, 

the retirement would be agreeable. Diftip- 

pointed ambition might envy fuch a retreat, and 
difappointed love would feek it out. — Crowded 
towns, and bufy focieties, may delight the un* 
thinking and the gay — but fplitude is the beft ' 
nurfe of wifdom. — • Methinks I fee my contem* 
plative girl now in the garden, watching the gra-^ 
dual approaches of fpring. — Doft not thou nx^rk 

with 
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with delight the firft vernal buds ? the fnbw-drop, 
and primrofe, thefe early and welcome vifitors, 
fpring beneath thy feet. — Flora and iPomona al- 
ready confider thee as their handmaid ; and in a 
little time will load thee with their fweeteft blef- 
fing, — The feathered race are all thy own, and 
with them, untaught harmony will foon begin to 
cheer thy morning and evening walks. — Sweet as 
this may be, return — return — the birds of 
Yorkfhire will tune their pipes, and fing as melo- 
dioufly as thofe of StafFordfhire. 

Adieu, my beloved L. thine too much for my 
-pmce. 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER IV. 



TO THE SAME. 



I HAVE offended her whom I 
fo tenderly love ! — what could tempt me to it ! 
but if a beggar was to knock at thy gate, wouldft 
thou not open the door and be melted with com- 
paflion ? — I know thou ^vouldft, for Pity has 
ereifted a temple in thy bofom. — - Sweeteft, and 
beft of all human paffions ! let thy web of tender- 
nefs cover the penfive form of affliftion, and foften 
the darkeft fliades of mifery ! — I have re-confi- 
dered this apology, and, alas ! what will it ac- 
complifh ? Arguments, however finely fpun, can 

3' . never 
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never change the nature of things ---^ very true— ^ 
^Q a truce with th^m. 

I have loft a very valuable friend by. a fad acci- 
dent, and what is worfe^he has 1^ a widow and. 
five young childrai to lament this fudden ftrol^i. 
-y^ If red, ufefulnefs and integrity of heart (jould: 
have fecured him from this, his friends wouI)l not 
nqw be mourning his untimely fate -^ Thefe dark 
ajQd,feemingly cruel difpenfations of Providence, 
often make the beft.of human hearts complain. — 
Who can paint the diftrefs of an afEedionate mo- 
tlfxer, made a widow in a moment, weeping in bit- 
temefs over a numerous^ helplefs, and fatherlefs 
ojfspring 1 *— God ! thefe are thy chaftifemente, 
and require (hard tafk!) a pious acquiefcence*^ 

Forgive me this digreflion, and allow me to 
drop a tear over a departed friend ; and, what is 
more excellent, an honell man* My L. I thou 
wilt feel all that kindnefs can infpire in the death 

of . The event was fudden, and thy gentle 

fpirit would be more alarmed on that accomit. — 
But, my L», thou Jiaft lefs to lament, as old: age-, 
was creeping on, and her period of doing gpod^^ 
and being ufeful, was nearly over. —At fij?4y/ 
years of age the tenement gets faft out of rep^lr^-^ 
and the lodger with anxiety thinks of adifchayg^* 
^^ In fuch a fituation the poet might well fay^ 

" The. foul uneafy, &c." 

My L, talks of. leaving, the country --rf.may.*- 
}QXxd angel guide thy fteps hither ! .*-^ Solkude/at^: 
length grows tirefojoie. — Thou fayefl: thouv^wili- 

X 2 q uit 
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quit the place with regret — I think fo too. — 
Does not fomething uneafy mingle with the very 
reflexion of leaving it ? — It is like parting with 
an old friend, whofe temper and company one 
has Icaig been acquainted with. — I think I fee 
you looking twenty times a day at the houfe -— 
almofl: counting every brick and pane of glafs, 
and telling them at the fame time with a figh, you 
are going to leave them. — Oh happy nuxUfica^. 
tion of matter] they wiU remain ipfeafiWe of tlqt 
lofs, — But how wilt thou be able to part witli; 
thy g^den ? — The recollediont:)f fo many pks^ 
ing walks muft have endeared it to you. Xhc- 
trees, the flirubs, the flowers, which thou, rea^;^ 
with thy own hands — will they not droop ^nd^ 
f;a4^ ^way fooner upon thy departure ? — r- Who. 
will be thy fuccQiTor to nurfe them in thy abfence ? 
— Thou uilt leave thy name uposli the myrtip^. 
tree. — If trees, apd flirubs, and flovirers, coii^, 
compofe an elegy, I (hould exped a very plaintive* 
one upon this fubjed. 

Adieu, adieu ! Believe me ever, ever thine;, 
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Letter V; 



TO MRS. F 



DEAR MADAM, Yoi-k, Tuefday, >tev. ip, 1,759. 

Your kiiid inquiries after my 
health, deferve my beft thanks. — What can give 
one moi*e pleafure than the good wifhes of thofe 
we value ? — I am forry you give fo bad an ac- 
count of your own health, but hope you will find 
benefit from tar-water — it has been of infinite 
fervice to me. — I fuppofe, my good lady, by what 
you fay in your letter, " that I am bufy writing 
*' an extraordinary bobk," that your intelligence 
comes from York — the fountain-head of all chit- 
chat news -7— and — no matter. -— Now for your 
c||fire of knowing the reafon of my turning au- 
thor ? why truly I am tired of employing my brains 
for other people's advantage. *— 'Tis afoolifhfa- 
crifice I have made for fome years to an ungrate- 
ful perfon. -^ I depend much upon the candour of . 
the publick, but I fhall not pick out a jury to try 
the merit of my book amongft ********^ anj — 
till you read my Triftram, do not, like fome peo- 
ple condemn it. — Laugh I am fare you will at 
fome paffages. — I have hired a fmall houfe in the 
Minfter Yard for my wife and daughter — 
the latter is to begin dancing, &c. if I cannot leave 
her a fortune, I will at lead give her an education. 

As • 
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As I fliaU pubiah -'my works very foon; :1 
fhalJ be in town by March, and Ihall hare the plea* 

fure of meeting with you. -= All your friends 

are well, and ever hold you in the fame eftiniatioa 
that your fmcere friend does. 

Adieu, dear lady, believe me, with every wifli 
for your happinefs, your moft faithful, &c. - . 

LAURENCE .STERNE. 



LETTER VL 

TO DR. ******.• 
DEAR SIR, . - , jjjn^Q^ ,^^0 

— De mor^uis nil niji bonUnij is a inaxim 
which you havefo often of late urged in conver- 
fation, and in your letters (but in your kft efpe- 
cially), with fuch ferioufnefs, and feverity againft 
me, as the fuppofed tranfgreffor of the rule ; — ^ 
that you have made me at length as ferious and 
fevere as yourfelf : — but that the humours yoil 
have ftirted up might not work too potently with^ 
in me, I have waited four days to cool myfelf, be- 
fore I would fet pen to paper to ^fwer you, " de 
mortuis nil niJi bonum.^* I declare I have confid^ed 
thewifdom andfoundation of it over and over agafn, 
as difpaflionately and charitably as a good Chriflian 
can, and, after all, I can find nothing in it, or make 
more of it than a npnfenfical lullaby of fome nurfe, 
put into Latin by fome pedant', to be chanted by 
VOL. IV. N fome 
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fomie hypocrite to the end of the \ibrld, for the 
confoladon of departiiig lechers. -^ ^Tis, I own, 
Latin ; and I think that is all the weight it has 
V— for, in plain Englifli, 'tis a loofe and futile 
pofition below a difpnte' -^ ^^ you are not tofpmk 
may thsttg of the dead but what is good*^ Why 
fo ? — ' Who lays fo ? *-^ neither reafon nor fcrip- 
ture, — Infpired authors have done otherwife •— 
and reafon and common fenfe tell me, that if 
the charaders of paft ages and men are to be 
drawn at all, they are to be drawn like them- 
felves ; that is, with their excellencies, and with 
their foibles — and it is as much a piece of juftice 
to the world, and to virtue too, to do the one, 
as the other. — The ruling paifion, et les egare^ 
mens du costir^ are the very things which mark 
and diftinguiih a man's charader f — in which 
I would as foon leave out a man's head as his 
hobby-horfe. — However, if like the poor devil 
of a painter, we muft conform to this pious 
canon, de mortuisy ^c. which I own has a fpice 
of piety in the Jound of it, and be obliged to 
paint both our angels and our devils out of the 
fame pot — I then infer that our Sydenhams, 
and Sahgrados, our Lucretias, and Mefialinas, 
our Sommers, and our Bolingbrokes — are alike 
entitled to ftatues, and all the hiitorians or fad- ' 
rifts who have faid otherwife fince they departed 
this Ufe, from Salluft to S — e, are guilty of 
the crimes you charge me with, '* cowardice and 
injuftice." 

But 
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But why cowardice ? ** becaufe *tis not cou- 
rage to attack a dead man who can't defied him- 
fcif/' — But why do you doftors of the faculty 
attack fuch a one with your inciiion knife ? Oh ! 
for the good of the living. — 'Tis my plea. — 
But I have IbmettHng more to fay in my behalf 

— and it is tWe — I am not guilty of the charge 
— - tho' defeniible. I have not cut up Dodor 
Kunaftrokius at all. -— I have juft fcratch'd him 
"^ and that fcarce (kin deep. — I do him firft all 
hofiour — fpeak of Kunaftrokius as a great mail 

— (be he whom he wilt) and then moft diftantly 
hint at a droll foible in his chara&er — and that 
not firft reported (to die few who can even un* 
derftandthe hint) by me--- but kno^tn before 
by every chamber-maid and footman within tbtf 
bills of mortality — but Kunaftrokiufi, you fay^ 
was a great man -— 'tis that very circumftatlkGil 
which makes the pleafantry •— f<^ I could Mmt \ 
at this inftant a fcore of honeft gentlemen whd 
might have done the very thing which Kunaftro- 
kius did, and feen no joke in it at all •*«-• as to 
the failing of Kunaftrokius, which you fay can 
only be imputed to his friend^ as a nuefortune •^-* 

I £ee nothmg like a misfbrtune in it to any friend 
or relation of Kunaftrokius^ that Kunafbbkius 
upon oCcafion ftould fit with *•• ••*• tod ^ 
******* — I have put thefe ftars not ttrhurfyouf 
worjhip^s delicacy. — If Kunaflix)kius after aill is 
too facri^ a charader to be even fmiled at (which 
J0, all 1 have done), he has had bettef luck thaa 

his 

N % 
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his betters : In the fame page (without impiSta- 
tion of cowardice) I have faid as much of a maiif 
of twice his wifdom — and that is Solomon, of 
Xvhom I have made the fame remark, ** That 
they were both great men — • and like all mortal- 
men had each their ruling paffion.^' 
^ — - The confolation you give me, ** That my 
book,, however, will be read enough to anfwer 
my defign of raifing a tax upon the public" — is 
very unconfolatory — to fay nothing how very 

mortifying ! by h ^n ! an author is worfe 

treated than a common ***** at this rate — 
** Tou will get a penny by your JiriSy and thafs 
enough J ^ — Upon this chapter let me comment, 
r— That I propofed laying the world under con-^ 
tribution when I fet pen to paper, — is what I 
own, and I fuppofe I may be allowed to have 
that view in my head in common vrith every 
other writer, to make my labour of advantage to 
myfelf. ' 

Do you not do the fame I but I beg I may 
add, that whatever views I had of that kind, 
I had other views '— the firft of which was, the 
hopes of doing the world good, by ridiculing 
what I thought deferving of it — or- of diflervice 
to found learning j &c. — how I have fucceeded/ 
my book muft fhew — ^ and this I leave entirely 
to the world — but not to that little world of 
your acquaintance, whofe opinion and fentiments 
you call the general opinion of the bell judges 
mthout exceptidny who all affirm (you fay) that 

6 .my 
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™y* book cannot be put into the*'lT*rd^*of TanyO 

-woman of character. (I hope you eJEcept wfc 

dows, doSor — for they arie not W/fo fqnefanJft,'' 

but I am told they are all reaHy of my party, m-^ 

return for fome good offices done their "intftrefts^ 

ift^h^ 274th page of my firfl: vokime.)*''B'»t1b?- 

the chafte married, and chafte unmarrieff part bf^ 

the fex — they muft not read my hiiS^} Hestvfeli'^ 

foii>ifi the ftock of chaftity ihoHld M-feflfend Bf « 

the Life and Opinions of Triftram Shandy^— yes,-^ 

his Opinions — it would certainly detoaudv *em ! ' 

God take them under his proteSion in this ftery*-' 

trial, and fend us plenty of Duennas to watch-the*" 

workings of their humours, till they have fafely - 

got through the whole work. — . If this will net ■ 

be fufficient, may we have plenty of Sangrados^ 

to pour in plenty of cold water, till this terrible 

fermentation is over — as for the nummum in lo^ 

ctelo^ which you mention to me a fec6nd time, I 

fear you think me very poor, or in debt — V 

thank ,God, though I don't abound — that I 

have enough for a clean (hirt every day — and ia. 

mutton chop — and my contentment, with this, 

has thus far (and I hope ever will) put me abovfe * 

(looping an inch for it, even fot ■ ■■ / § eftate. '. 

;— Curfe on it, I like it not to that degree, nop' 

envy (^you may be fur e) any man who; kneels in 

the dirt for it — fo that howfoever I may fall 

ihort of the ends propofed in commencing author 

— I enter this proteji^ firft, that my end was ho^ 

neji ; and, fecondly, that I wrote not to hefed^ 

N 3 ^ but 
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but to be f^igfums. I am much obliged to Mr* 
Garrick for his v^ favourable opinion — but 
why, dear Sir, had he done better in finding 
fault with it than in commending it ? to humble 
Ae! an auth<^ is not fo foon himibled as you 
imagine — noy but to make the book better by 
caftrarions — that is i^W fub judice^ and I can af- 
fiire you upon this chapter, that the very paffages 
and defcriptions you propofe thai: I fhould facri- 
fice in my fecond edition, are what are beft re- 
liflied by men of wit, and fome others whom I 
efteem as found critics — fo that, upon the 
whole, I am ftill kept up, if not above fear, at 
leafl above defpair, and have feen enough to 
Ihew me the folly of an attempt of caftrating my 
book to the prudifh humours of particulars. I 
believe the fliort cut would be to publifh this let- 
ter at the beginning of the third volume, as an 
apology for the firft and fecond. I was forry to 
find a cenfure upon the infincerity of fome of my 
friends — I have no realbn myfelf to reproach 
any one man — my friends have continued 
in the fame opinions of my books which they 
forft gave me of them -r- many indeed have 
thought better of *em, by confidering them more, 
few worfc. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

LAUHENCE STfRNJP, 
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LETTER VII. 

TO DAVIl> GAREICK, ESQ. 

lA^Mit AprU X76al 
DEAR SIB., Tbu)fday> xx o*dock -* Nifbt. 

'TwAs for all the world 
like a cut acrois my finger with a (harp pen« 
knife. I faw the blood — gave it a fuck -^ 
wrapt it up — and thought no more about it. 

But there is more goes to the healing of a 
wound than this conies to : -^ a wound (unlei$ 
it is a wound not worth talking of, but by the 
bye, mine is) muft give you fome pain after. — 
Nature will take her own way with it >**-« it muft 
ferment — it muft digeft. 

The ftofy you told me of Triflram's pretended 
tutor, this morning -'- My letter by right (hould 
have fet out with this fentence, and then the 
fimile would not have kept you a moment in 
fufpenfe. 

This vile ftory, I fay — • though I then law 
both how, and where it wounded -^ I felt little 
from it at firft -^ or, to fpeak more honeftly 
(though it ruins my fimile), I fek a great deal of 
pain from it, but aflFefted an air ufual on fucb 
accidents, of }efs feeling than I had, 
. I have, now got home to my lodgings^ fince 
the play (you al|:oni£hed me in it), and have 

V 4 been 
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been, unwrapping this felf fame wound of mine, 
and fliaking my head over it this half hour. 

What the devil ! — is there no one learned 
blockhead throughout the many fchools of mif- 
applied fcience in the Cliriflian World, , to make 
a tutor of for my Triftiram? — ex qUovis ligno 
non Jit -1— Are we fo run out of flock, that 
there is no one lumber-headed, muddle-head- 
^, mortar-headed, pudding-headed chap amongft 
our ; dofiors ? — Is there no one fingle wight 
of much reading and no learning, amongft 
the many children in my mother^, nurfery, 
vho lad high for this charge — but I muft 
difable my judgment by choofing a Warbur- 
ton ? Vengeance ! have I fo little concern 
for the honour of my hero i — Am I a wretch 
& void of fenfe, fo bereft of feeling for the 
figure he is to make in ftory, that I fhould 
ch\ife a preceptor to rob him of all the im- 
mortality I intended him?. O! dear Mr, 
Garrick. ^ 

. Malice is ingenious — unlefs where the ex- 
cefs of it out^vits itfelf — I have two com- 
forts in thk ftroke of it ; the firft is, that this 
oiie is partly of this kind ;■ and fecondly, that 
it' is one of the number of thofe which fo un- 
fairly brought poor Yorick to his grave. — 
,Tbe report might draw blood of the author 
of Triftram Shandy — but could not harm 
fuch a man as the author of the Divine Lega- 
tion — i God blefe him I though (by the t)yc> 

\ . A '-'. and 
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and according to the natural courfe of defcaits) 
tjie biefling fhould come from him to me. 

Pray have you no intereft, lateral or collateral^ 
to get me introduced to his Lordfhip ? 

Why do you alk ? 

My dear Sir, I have no claim to fuch an ho-, 
nour, hut what arifes from the honour and refpefl: 
which, in the progrefs of my work, will be 
fhewn the world I owe to fo great a man. 

Whilft I am talking of owing r— I wifh, my 
dear Sir, that any body would tell you, how mudi 
I am indebted to you. I am determined never to 
do it myfelf, or fay more upon the fubjeft than 
this, that I am yours, , . 

I.. STERNE. 



LETTER VIIL 



TO S — ^ C , ESQ. • 

DEAR SIR, ' May, 1760; 

I RETtJRN you teii thoufand 
thanks for the favour of your letter — and the 
account you give me of my wife and girl. — I faw 

Mr. Ch ^y to night at Ranelagh, who tells me 

you have inoculated my friend Bobby. — I heartily 
wifti him well through, and hope in God all goes 
right. 



On 
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V 



On Monday we fet out with a * grand retinue 
of Lord Rockingham's (in whofe fuite I move) 
for Windfor — they have cojitraflied for fourteen 
hundred pounds for the dinner, to fome general 
undertaker, of which the K. has bargained to 
pay one third. Lord George Sackville was laft 
Saturday at the opera, fome fay with great ef- 
frontery, — others, with great dejeftion. 

I have little news to add. — There is a Ihilling 
pwnphlet t wrote againft Triftraou — I wifli they 
vould write a hundred fuch. 

Mrs. Sterne fays her purfe is light : will you, 
dear Sir, be fo good as to pay her ten guineas, 
and I will reckon with you, when I have the plea- 
fure of meeting you, — My bell compliments to 
Mrs. C. and all friends, — Believe me, dear Sir, 
your obliged and faithful 

LAU. STERNE. 



♦ Prince Ferdinand, the Marquis of Rockingham, and 
£ar] Temple, were inflailed Knights of tbe Garter^ ob 
TuefdSy, May 6th, 1760, at Windfor, 

f " The Clockmaker's Outcry againft the author of 
" Triftram Shandy.'* 8yo, 
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LETTER IX. 



TO THE SAME. 
DEAR Stk, May^ 2760. 

I THIS moment received 
die favour of your kind letter — the letter in the 
Ladies' Magazine *, about me, was wrote by the 
noted Dr. Hill, who wrote the Infpe£lor, and un- 
dertakes that magazine — the people of York are 
very imcharitable to fuppofe any man fo grofs a 
head as to pen fuch a character of himfelf. -— In 
this great town, no foul ever fufpeded it, for a 
thou&Lud reafbns -— could they fuppofe I fliould be 
fuch a fool a$ to fall foul upon Dr. Warburton, my 
beft friend, by reprefentiiig him fo weak a man -^ 
or by telling fuch a lie of liim «— as his giving me 
a purfe, to buy off his tutorfhip for Triftram ! — 
or I flxould be fool enough to own I had taken his 
purfe for that purpofe ! 

You muft know there is a quarrel between 

Dr. Hill and Dr. M y, who was the phy- 

fician meant at Mr. Charles Stanhope's, and 
Dr. Hill has changed the place on purpofe to 
give M— — y a lick. — Now that converlation 
(though perhaps true), yet happened at another 

• •JHf R^yal ?rP»k Magazine, for April, 1760. 

' place. 
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place *, and with another phyfician ; which I have 
contradifted in this city, for the honour of my 

friend M ^y : all which fliews th^ abfurdify of 

York creduliryaftd nbnfenft. BefideB, the account 
is full of falsehoods — firft, with jegard to the 

place 

♦ As the truth of this anecdote is not denied, it may gratify 
curiofity to communicate il in Dr. Hill's own words. — '■ " At 
f* the Ijkft-dinner that the lite loft amisble Charles Stanhope 
♦< .^ve to genius, Yorick was prefent. The good old man 
** -was ;^xed to fee a pedantic nie4icine -monger take thekad^ 
** and preveht'that pleafantry which good wit and good wine 
•* "might have occaiioned, by a difcourfe in the unintelligible 
*» language of hi8;p«5feffion, conceraing* the* difference- be- 
** twe^a the phrepitjs andthe^paraphrenitii, ^nd the concomiT 
<* tant categories of the meduiftinum and ple.ufa. 

" Good-humoured Yorick faw the fenfe pf the mafler of the 
** feall, and fell into the cant and jargon of phyTic, as if he had 
« been one of RadclifFc's travellers. * The vulgar praftice,* 
^ fiiys he, ' favours .too much of mechanical principles ; the 
** venerable ancients were all empirics, and the profeffion will 
** never regain its ancient credit, till prafltice falls into the old 
«^ti:ack again. I am myfelf an inftance ; I cfaught cold by lean- 
** ing on a damp cufhion, and, after fnee^ing ftnd fnivelihg a 
•^ fortnight, it fell upon my bread : They blooded mc^, blif- 
*^ tered'me, and gave me robs and bobsy and lohocks and 
*' eclegmata; but. I grew worfe ; for I w^s treated accord- 
« ing to the exaA rules of the College. In fhort, from an in.. 
*• flimmation it came to an Adhesion, 'arid all was over with 
* me. They advised me to tiriftol, that I might not do them 
1«JLhe fcandal of dying under their hands^ and tkfe Briftol 
<.^ people for. the fanie reafon coniigned me over to Lifbon. 
** But what do I ? why I confidered an adheflopi is, in plaiA 
«* Englifti, only a flicking of two things together, and that 
<* force enough would pull them afimder. I bought a good 
<* afh pole, and began leapihgiover all the wsdK amt ditches 



tt 
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place pf^my hurth, which jKas. at Glonmdi, lA 
Ireland — *-4;he ftoryof a hundred pounds to Mrsi» 

W *, not true, or of ?l penjion promyid^ 

the merit of which I difclaimed — and indeed 

■ 

there are fo many other things fo untrue, and 
unlikely to coitte from me, that the word enemy 
I have here never had a fufpicion — and, to end 
all, Drt Hill owns the paper. 

I fliall be down before May is out — I preach 
before the judges on Sunday — ^ my Sermons 
come out oii Thurfday after — and I purpofe, 
the Monday^ at fiirtheft, after that, to- fet out 
for York — - 1 have bought a pair of horfes for 
that purpofe — my beftrefpefts to yourLady 

. ' I am. Dear Sir, 

Your moft obliged and faithful 

L. STERNE". 



I 



P.S. I beg parddli for this hafty fcrawl, 

having juft come from a concert where the D. of 

■ ■ ' ■ . 1 I — . ■ '• i 

** in the country. From the height of the pole I ufed to 
** come fouffe down upon my feet, like an afs, when he tram* 
** pies upon a bull-dog, but it did not do. At laft — when 
** I had raifed myf^lf, perpendicularly OTer ft wall, I ufed 
" to fall exadlly acfofr the ridge of it upon the fide oppofite 
•* to the adhefipp.. This tore it off at once, and I am as you 
** fee. Come, fill a glafs to the memory of the empiric me- 
** ^cine.' If he had been afked elfewhere about this difor- 
•* der (for he really h^d a confunu^tiye diforder), h^ would 
" have anfwered,' that he "^as cured by Hujfham^s decod^ioa 
" of the bark, and elixii' of Vitriol;'^ •*- ^ ' - 

» The Widow of Mr. St€W»*s piredeceflbr in the lirih^ 
©fCoxwould. .//i-^i4; -Vi'-^*: ;'! . •-'■-a 

^ . York 
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York performed. — I h4ve received great no- 
tice from him, and laft: week had the honour of 
fupping with him» 



LETTER X. 

TO DR. WARBURTON, BISHOP OF 
GLOUCESTER. 

MVLORD> Y<»k:(Juiie9,X76o. 

Nqt knowing where to fend 
two fets of my Sermons, I could think of no 
better expedient than to order them into Mr. Ber- 
renger's hands, who has promifed me that he 
will wait upon your Lordihip with them, the 
firft moment he hears you are in town. The 
trueft and humbleft thanks I return to your 
Lprdfliip, for the generolity of your proteflion^ 
and advice to me ; by making a good ufe of the 
one, I will hope to deferve the other : I ^ "Wift 
your Lordfhip all the health and happinefs in 
this world, for I am 

Your Lordfhip's ^ 

Moft obliged and 

Moft grateful Servant, 

L. STERNE* 

p. S. I am juft fitting down to go on with 
Triftram, &c. — the fcribblers jufe me ill, but 
they have ufed my betters much worfe, for which 
may God forgive them* 
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LETTER XL 

TO THE REV« MR. StERNE. 
REVEREND SIR, Prior-Park, June 15, 1760, 

. I HAVE your favour of die 
9th inftant, and am glad to underftand you arc 
got fafe home, and employed again in your pro- 
per ftudies and amufements. You have it in 
your power to make that, which is an amufe- 
me^t to yourfelf and others, ufeful to both : at 
leaft you fhould, above all things, beware of hk 
becoming hurtful to either, by any violations of 
decency and good manners : but I have already 
taken fuch repeated liberties of advifing you on^ 
that head, that to fafy more would be needlefe, or 
perhaps unacceptable* 

Whoever is, in any way, well received by the 
, public, is fure to be annoyed by that peft of the 
public, profligate fcribblers. This is the common 
lot of fuccefsful adventiu-ers ; — but, fuch have 
often a worfe.evil to ftruggle with, I mean the 
over offidoufnefs of their indifcreet friends. 
There are two Odes *, as they are called, printed 
by Dodfley. Whoever was the author, he ap- 
pears to be a monfter of impiety and lewdndfs 

♦ Intkledy « Two Lyric Epiftles : One to my Coufia 
** Shandy 9 on his coming to Town ; and the other to the 
Grown Gentlewomen, the Miffes of * ♦ * *.*' 410. 

• - —yet. 
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— yet, fuch is the malignity of the fcribblers, 
-fome have given them to your friend Hall ; — and 
others, which is ftill more impolfible, to your- 
felf ; though the firfl Ode has the infolence to 
place you both in a mean and a ridiculous light. 
But this might arife from a tale equally ground- 
lefe and malignant, that you had Ihewn theiii to 
your acquaintances hi MS. before they were 
given to the public. Nor was their being printed 
by 'Dodfley the likelieft means of difcrediting the 
calumny. 

. About this time, another, under the mafk of 
friendfhip, pretended to draw your charafter, 
which was fmce publifhed in a Female Magazine 
(fordulnefs, who often has as great a hand as 
the devil, in deforming God*s works of the 
creation, has made them^ it feems, male tod fe* 
male\ and from thence it was transferred into a 
Chronicle *. Pray have you read it, or do you 
know its author ? 

» 

. But of all thefe things, I dare fay Mr. Gar- 
rick, whofe prudeiice is equal to his honefty or 
his talents, has remonftrated to you with the 
freedom of a friend. He knows the inconftahcy 
pf what is called the Public, towards all, even 
the beft intentioned, of thofe who contribute to 
its pleafure or amufement. He (as every man of 
honour and difcretion would) has availed himfelf 
of the public favour, to regulate the tafte, and, 
vx his proper ftation, to reform the manners o^ 

* The London Chronicle, May 6, 1760. 

the 
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{he fsa^oiidble world; — while, by a ^j^ell* 
judged ceconomy, he has provided againft the 
temptations of a mean and fervile dependency on 
the follies and vices of the great; 

In a word, be affured, there is ho one more 
fincerely wiflies your welfare and happineiS| 
than. 

Reverend Sir, 



W.G. 



LETTER XIL 



To MY WITTY WIDOV)^, Mk$. F- 



MADAM, CozWoul(l, Aug.3, X76a 

When a hian's briins are as 
dry as a fqueez'd Orange, — and he feels he has 
no more conceit in him than a Mallet, 'tis in vain 
to think of fitting down, and writing a letter to 
a lady of your wit, unlefs in the honeft Johri^ 
Trot-Style of yours qf the i^tb infiant tame fqft 
iv hand^ ^c. whkh, by the bye, looks like jk 
letter of bufinefsj and you know very well, 
from the firft letter I had the honour Ift write to 
you, I am a vaafi of no bufinefs at all. Thi$ 
• vile plight I found niy genius in Was the reafoa 
X have told Mr. -t , I would not write to you 
till the next poft — hoping by that time to get 
fome fmaii recruit, at leaft of vivacity, if not 
Wit, to fet out wi^ ; — but upon feconil 
voL« IV. o . . thougfact. 
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thoughts, thinking a bad letter in feafoil -^ 
to be better than a good one out of it — fins 
fcrawl is the confequence, which if you will burn 
the moment you get it — I promife to fend you 
a fine fet effay in the flile of your female epifto- 
Hzers, cut and trimM at all points. — God de- 
fend me from fuch, who never yet knew what it 
was to* fay or write one premeditated word in my 
whole life — . for this reafon I fend you this with 
pleafure becaufe wrote with the carelefs irregula- 
rity of an eafy heart. Who told you, Gar- 
rick wrote the medley for Beard ? — 'Twas 
wrote in his houfe, however, and before I left 
town. — I deny it — I was not loft two days 
before I left town. — I was loft all the time I was 
there, and never found till I got to this Shandy- 
caftle of mine. -— Next winter I intend to fo- 
joum amongft you with more decorum, and 
will neither We loft or foimd any where. 
» Now 1 ^vifh to God, I was at your elbow — 
I have juft finifli«i one volume of Shandy, and 
I want to re»l it to fome one who I know can 
tafte and relifh humour — this by the way, is 
a little impudent In me — for I take the thing 
dFor granted, which their high mightineffes the 
eWorld' have yet to determine — but I mean no 
fuch thing— I could wifli pnly to have your opi- 
inion — ihall I, in truth, give you mine ? — I 
dare not •— but I will ; provided you keep it to 
yourfelf — know Uien, that I thi^ there is more 
.4aughabl&hunuuu', ^-«> with a^ equal degree of 
,• >N-* - .-^-^ • .Cerwntic 
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Gervandc fkdre -— if not more than in the 
laft -^ but we are bad judges of the merit of our 
children* 

I return you a thoufand thanks for your 
friendly congratulations upon my habitation — - 
and I will take care, you (hdl never wiih me but 
well, for I am. Madam, 

With great efteem and truth. 

You mod obliged, 

L. STERNE, 

p. S. I have wrote this fo vilely and fo pre- 
cipitately, I fear you muft carry it to a decy- 
pherer — I beg you'll do me the honour to write 
— otherwife you draw me in, inftead of Mr, 
■ ■ ■ drawing you into a fcrape — for I Ihouid 
forrow to have a tq^e of fo agreeable a corre- 

fpondent — and no more. 

Adieu^ 

LETTER XIII. 

TO S ■ C- , ESg. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Londoo, Chriihnat Day, z 76a 

I HAVE been in fuch a con- 
tinual hurry fince the moment I arrived here — « 
what with my books, and what with vifitors and 
-vifitings, that it was not in my powdr fooner to fit 
down and acknowledge the favour of your oblig- 
ing letter : and to thank you for the mod friendly 
motives which led you to write it : I am not much 
m pain upph what gives my kind friends at Stil- 
♦ 02 lington 
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lington fo much on the chapter of No/is — be* 
caufe^ as the principal fadre throughout that 
part is levelled at thofe learned blockheads who^ 
in all ages, have wafted their time and much 
learning upon points as foolifh — it fhifts oS* the 
idea of what you fear, to ai)other point — and 
*tis thought here very good — 'twill pafs muftel^ 

— I mean not with all — *• no — no ! I fhall be 
attacked and pelted, either from cellars or gar^ 
rets, 'write what I will* — and befides^ muft ex- 
peft to have a pairty againft me of many hundreds 
^- who either do not — or will not laugh. — 
JTis enough if I divide the world ; — at lead I 
will reft contented with it. — I wilh you was 
here to fee what changes of looks and political 
ireafoning have taken place in every company 
and coffee-houfe fmce laft year ; we ftiall be 

foon Pruffians, and Anti-Pruflians, B s and 

Anti-B s, and thofe diftinftions will juft do 

as well as Whig and Tory — and for ought I 
know ferve the fame ends. — The King feems 
refolved to bring all things back to their original 
principles, and to ftop the torrent of corruption 
and lazinefs. — He rifes every morning at fix to 
do bufinefs — • rides out at eight to a minute, 
returns at nine to give himfel( up to hi§ peoplej. 

— By perfifting, 'tis thought he will oblige his 
minifters and dependants to difpatch affairs wift 
him many hours fooner than of late — and 'tis 
much to be queftioned whether they wijl not be 
enabled to w^ upon bim fopnei: by beiiig fijeed 
from long letees.pf their o^n^.aad ^p2i(^4$ » 

which 
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which will in all likelihood be transferred from 
them direftly to himfelf — the prefent fyftem 
being to remove that phalanx of great people, 
which flood betwixt the throne and the fub^ 
jefts, and fufFer them f o have immediate accefs 
without the intervention of a cabal — (this is the 
language of others): however, the King giv^s 
every thing himfelf, knows every thing, and 
weighs every thing maturely, and then is in^ 
flexible — thi& puts old ftagers off their game 
— how it will end we are all in the dark. 

'Tis feared the war is quite over in Germany j 
never was known fuch havoc amongft troops — 
I was told yefterday by a. colonel from Ger- 
piany, that out of two battalions of nine hun«r 
dred men, to which he belonged, but feventy- 
one are left ! — Prince Ferdinand has fent woi:d, 
*tis faid, that he muft have forty thoufand men 
.direftly to take the field — and with provifions 
for them too, for he can but fubfifl them for a 
fortnight — I hope this will find you all got to 
York — • I beg my compliments to the amiable 
Mrs. Croft, &c. &c. 

Tho' I pxirpofed going firfl to Qolden-Square, 
yet fate has thus long difpofed pf me — fo I 
have never been able to fet a foqt towards that 
quarter. 

J am, ^eair Sir, 

Tour's affe£lioiiateiy, 

h. STERNA. 
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LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 
MY DEAk SIR, [About Jan. 1761.] 

I HAVE juft time to ac- 
knowledge the favour of yours, but not to get 
the two prints you mention — which fliall be 
fent you by next poft — I have bought them, 
and lent them to Mifs Gilbert, but will affured- 
ly fend for them and enclofe them to you : — I 
will take care to get your pifturgs well copied, 
and at a moderate price. And if I can be of 
further ufe, I befeech you to employ me ; and 
from time to time will fend you an account of 
whatever may be worth tranfmitting. The 
ftream now fets in ftrong againft the German 

war. Loud complaints of ^ 

making a trade of the war, &c. &c. much ex- 
peftedfrom Ld. GranbyV evidence^lo thefe mat- 
ters, who is expefted every hour : the Eling wins 
every day upon the people, fhews himfelf much 
,at the play (but at no opera), rides out with his 
brothers every morning, half an hour after feven, 
till nine — returns with them, fpends an hour 
with them at breakfaft and chat — and then fits 
down to bufinefs. I never dined at home once 
fmc^ I arriv^ -^ am fourteen dinners deep en- 
gaged juft now, and fear matters will be worfe 

wjth me in that point than better. As to the 

main 
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main points in view, at which you hint — all I 
can fay is, that I fee my way, and unlefs Old Nick 
throws the dice — fhall in due time come off win- 
ner, ' Triftram will be out the twentieth ^— 
There is a great rout about him before he enters 
the ftage -^ whether this will be of ufe or no, I 
can't fay -^ fome wits of the firft magnitude here, 
both as to wit and ftation, engage me fuccefs -— 
time will fhew — 

Adieu. 



LETTER XV. 



TO THE SAME, 



DEAR SIR, [March, 1761.] 

Since I had the favour of 
your obliging letter, nothing has happened, or 
been faid one day, which has not been contradided 
the next ; fo having little certain to write, I have 
forebore writing at all „ in hopes every day of feme- 
thing worth filling up a letter. We had the great- 
eft expeftations yefte;-day that ever were raifed of 
a pitched battle in the Houfe of Commons, where* 
in Mr. Pitt was to have entered and thrown down 
the gauntlet, in defence of the German war. — * 
There never was fo full a houfe -^ the gallery full 
to the top — I was there all the day — when lo ! 
^ political fit of the gout feized the great combat- 
ant — he entered not the lifts — Beckford got 

04 up, 
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up, and begged the houfe, as he faw not his right 
honourable friend there, to put off the debate — 
it could not be done, fo Beckford rofe up, and 
made a mod long, paffionate, incoherent fpeech, 
in defence of the Germanic war — but very fe- 
vere upon the unfrugal manner it was carried on 
— in which he addreffed himfelf principally to 
'the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and laid him 
on terribly. It feems the chahcery of Hanover had 
laid out 350,000 pounds on account, and brought 
in our treafury debtor — and the grand debate 
was, for an honeft examination of the particulars of 
this extravagant account, and for vouchers to au- 
thenticate it. — Legge anfwered Beckford very 
rationally and coolly. — Lord N. fpoke long — 
Sir F. Dafhwood maintained the German war was 

mod pernicious — Mr. C , of Surry, fpoke 

well againft the account, with fome others. — L. 
Barrington at laft got up, and fpoke half an hour 
with great plainnefs and temper — explained a 
great many hidden fprings relating to thefe ac- 
counts, in favour of the lafte King, and told two 
or three converfations which had paffed betwe«i 
the King and himfelf, relative to thefe expences 
* — which caft great honour upon the Bang's cha- 
rafter. This was with regard to the money the 
King had fecretly furnifhed out of his pocket to 
leffen the account of the Hanover-fcore brought 
us to difcharge. 

Beckford and Barrington abufed all who fought 
for peace, and joined in the cry for it j and Beck-' 

fo^d 
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ford added, th^ the reafons of wiihlng a peace 
now, were the fame as the peace of Utrecht -— 
that the people behind the curtain could not both 
maintain the war and their places too, fo were for 
making another- facrifice of the nation to their 
own interefts — After all — the cry for a peace 
is fo general, that it will certainly end in one. Now 
for myfelf. — 

One half of the town abufe my book as bitterly, 
as the other half cry it up to the fkies — the befl 
is, they abufe and buy it, and at fuch a rate, that 
we are going on with a fecond edition as faft as 
poflible. 

I am going down for a day or two with Mr. 
Spencer to Wimbleton ; on Wednefday there is 
to be a grand affemtty at Lady N I have 

enquired every where about Stephen's affair, and 
tan hear nothing. — My friend, Mr. Charles 
Townfhend, will be now fecretary of war * — he 
bid me wifh him joy of it, though not in poffef- 
(ion — I will afk him — and depend, my mofl: 
worthy friend, that you fhall not be ignorant of 
what I learn from him. • — Believe me ever, ever. 

Yours, 

L.s: 



* He Waf appointed Secretary at war the i/fth of March 
1761. - ' 
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LETTER XVL 



TO THE SAME* 



MY DEAR SIR, [Jptll, 1761.] 

A STRAIN which I got in 
my wrHl by a terrible fall, prevented my acknow- 
ledging the favour of your obliging letter. I went 

yefterday morning to breakfaft with Mr. V , 

who is a kind of right hand man to the fecretary, 
on purpofe to enquire about the propriety, or 
feafibility, of doing what you wifli me — ; and he 
has told me an anecdote, which had you been 
here, would, I think, have made it wifer to have 
deferred, fpeaking about the affair a month hence 
than now ; it is this — You muft know that th^ 
numbers of officers who have left their regiments 
in Germany, for the pleafures of the town, have 
been long a topic far merriment ; as you fee them 
in St. James's Coffee-houfe, and the park, every 
hour, enquiring open mouth, how things go on in 
Germany, and what news — when they fhould 
have been there to have fumifhed news them- 
ielves ; — but the worft part has been, that many 
of them have left their brother officers on their 
duty, and in all the fatigues of it, and have come 
with no end but to make friends, to be put un- 
fairly over the heads of thofe who were left rifking 
tbeir lives. — In this attempt there have been 

14 ' fonie 
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feme but too fuccefsful, which has juftly raifed 

ill-blood and complaints from the officers who 

ftaid behind — the upfhot has been, that they have 

every foul been ordered oflF, and woe be to him, 

('tis faid) who Ihall be found liftening ! Now juft 

to mention our friend's cafe whilfl this cry is on 

foot, I think would be doing more hurt than 

good : but if you think otherwife, I will go with 

all my heart, and mention it to Mr. Townfliend, 

for to do more I am too inconfiderable a perfon to 

pretend to. — You made me and my friends herfe 

very merry with the accounts current at York, 

of my being forbid the court — but they do not 

confider what a confiderable perfon they make of 

me, when they fuppofe either my going, or my 

not going there, is a point that ever enters the 

King's head — and for thofe about him, I have 

the honour either to ftand fo perfonally well known 

to them, or to be fo well reprefented by thofe of 

the firft rank, as to fear no accident of that kind. 

I thank God (B s excepted) I have never 

yet made a friend or connexion I have forfeited, 
or done aught to forfeit — but, on the contrary, 
my true charafter is better underftood, and where 
I had one friend laft year, who did me honour, I 
have three now. — If my enemies knew, that by 
this rage of abufe and ill-will, they were effedually 
ferving the interefts both of myfelf and works, 
they would be more quiet — but it has been the 
fate of my betters, who have found, that the way 
to fame, is like the way to heaven, through much 

tribu- 
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tribulation — and till I fliall have the honour 
to be as much mal-treated as Rabelais and Swift 
were, I muft continue humble ; for I have not 
filled up the meafure of half their perfecutions. 

The court is turning topfy-turvy. Lord Bute, 
le premier* — Lord Talbot, to be groom of the 

chambers t in the room of the D. of R d— 

Lord Hallifax to Ireland | — Sir F. Dafhwood 
in Talbot's place — Pitt feems xmmoved — • a 
peace inevitable — Stocks rife — the peers this, 
moment kiffing hands, &c. &c. (this week may 
be chriftened the kifs-hands week) for a hun- 
dred changes will happen in confequence of 
thefe. Pray prefent my compliments to Mrs. 
C. and all friends, and believe me, with the 
greateft fidelity. 

Your ever obliged 

L. STERNE. 

p. S, fc it not ftrange that Lord Talbot fliould 
have power to remove the Duke of R d ? 

Pray when you have read this^ fend the news 
to Mrs. Sterne. 

♦ Lord Bute was appointed Secretary of State on the 
26th of March 1 761 . 

f Lord Talhot was appointed Steward of the houfehold 
on the fame day. 

• X Lord Halifax was appointed Lord, Lieutenant of Ire« 
land on the soth of March 1761. 
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LETTER XVII. 

TO I ^ H S , ESQ. 

CJEARH , CoxwouW, July »8, 1761. 

I SYMPATHISED for, or udth 
you, on the detail you give me of your late agi- 
tations — and would willingly have taken my 
horfe, and trotted to the oracle to have enquired 
into the etymology of all your fufFerings, had I 
not been affured, that all that evacuation of bili- 
ous matter with all that abdominal motion attend- 
ing it (both which are equal to a month*s pur- 
gation and exercife) will have left you better than 
it found you — Need one go to D— , to be told 
that all kind of mild (mark, I am going to talk 
more foolifhly than your apothecary), opening, 
faponacious, dirty-fhirt, fud-wafhing liquors are 
proper for you, and confequently all ftyptical po- 
tations, death and deftruftion — if you had not 
Ihut up your galldufts by thefe, the glauber-falts 
could not have hurt — as it was, *twas like a 
match to the gunpowder, by raifing a frelh com- 
buftion, as all phyfic does at firft^ fo that you 
have been let off — nitre, brimftone, and char- 
coal (which is blacknefs itfelf), all at one blaft — ^ 
'twas well the piece did not burft, for I think it 
underwent great violence^ and as it is proof, willy 
I hope, do much fervice m this militating world 

— Pan- 
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— Panty * is miftaken, I quarrel with no one. 

— There was that coxcomb of ' in the houfe, 
who loft temper with me for no reafon upon 
earth but that I could not fall down and worihip a 
brazen image of learning and eloquence, which 
he fet up, to the perfecution of all true believers 

— I fat down upon his altar ^ and whittled in the 
time of his divine fervice — and broke down 
his carved work, and kicked his incenfe pot to 

the D ^ fo he retreated, fed non fine felle in 

corde fuo. — I have wrote a clerum ;, whether I 
fliall take my doftor's degrees or no — I am much 
in doubt, but I trow not. — I go on with Trif- 
tram — I have bought feven hundred books at 
a purchafe dog cheap — and many good — and 
I have been a week getting them fet up in my 
beft room here — why do not you tranfport 
yours to town, but I talk like a fool. — This will 
juft catch you at your fpaw — I wilh you incolu* 
mem apud Londinum — do you go there for good 
and all — or ill ? — I am, dear coufin-. 

Yours affedlionately, 

L. STERNE. 



* The Reverend Mr. R- 



t 



LETTERS. 207 



LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE SAME. . 
DEAR H , Coxwould [a&out Augufl], 1 76 1. 

I REJOICE you are in London 

— reft you there in peace : — ^ here 'tis the deviL 
' You was a good prophet. — ^^ I wifli myfelf back 

again, as you told me I fliould — but not becaufe 
a thin, death-domg, peftiferous, nordi-eaft wind 
blows in a line direfikly from Crazy-caftle turret 
full upon me in this cuckoldy retreat (for I value 
die nordi-eaft wind and all its powers not a ftraw), 

— but the tranfition from rapid motion to abfo- 
foiute reft was too violent. — I fhould have walk- 
ed about the ftreets of York ten days, as a pro- 
per medium to have paiTed through, before I en- 
tered upon my reft. — I flaid but a moment, 
and I have been here but a few, to fatisfy me I 
have not managed my miferies like a vn£e man — - 
and if God, for my confolation under them, had 
not poured forth the fpirit of Shandeifm into me, 
which will not fufFer me to think two moments 
upon any grave fuBjeft, I would elfe, juft now lie 
down and die — die — and yet, in half an hour's 
time, FU lay a guinea, I fhall be as merry as a 
monkey — and as mifchievous too, and forget 
it all — fo tjiat. thi^ is jbut a copy of the prefent 
train runnmg crofs niy brain. -^ And fo you 

think 
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think this curfed ft lipid — but that, tny dear H., 
depends much upon the quota hori of your 
Ihabby clock, if the pointer of it is in any quar- 
ter between ten in the morning or four in the 
afternoon — I give it up — or if the day is ob» 
fcured by dark engendering clouds of either wet 
or dry weather, I am ftill loft — but who knows 
but it may be five — and the day as fine a day as 
ever flione upon the earth fince the deftrudUon 
of Sodom, — and peradventure your honour 
may have got a good hearty dinner to day, and 
eat and drank your intelleAuals into a placidulifh 
and a blandulifli amalgama ~ to bear nonfenfe, 
fo much for that, 

'Tis as cold and churlifh juft now, as (if God 
had not pleafed it to be fo) it ought to have been 
in bleak December, and therefore I am glad you 
tare where you are, and where (I repeat it again) 
I wifh I was alfo — Curfe of poverty and abfence 
from thofe we love ! — they are two great evils 
which embitter all things — and yet with the firft 
I am not haunted much, « — As to matrimony, 
I fhould be ^ beaft to rail at it, for my wife is 
eafy -— but the world is- not — and had I ftaid 
from her a fecond longer, it would have been 
a burning fhame — elfe flie declares herfelf hap* 
.^ier widiout me -^ but not in anger is this decla^ 
ration made — but in pure fober good fenfe^ 
built oh found experience • — fhe hopes you will 
be able to ftrike a bargain for me before this 
time twelvemonth, to lead a bear round £urope : 
I land 
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and from this hope from you, I verily believe 
it isj that you are fo high in her favour at pre- 
fent — She fwears you are a fellow of wit, though 
humorous; a funny, jolly foul, though fome- 
what fplenetic ; and (bating the love of women) 
as honeft as gold — how do you like the fimile ! 
— Oh, Lord ! now are you going to Ranelagh 
to-night, and I am fitting forrowful as the pro- 
phet was, when the voice cried out to him and 
faid, « What doft thou here, Elijah?'^ — /Tis 
well the fpirit does not make the fame at Cox- 
would — for imlefs for the few flieep left me to 
take care of, in this wildemefs, I might as well, 
nay better, be at Mecca — When we find we 
can, by a fliifting of places, run away from our- 
felves, what think you of a jaunt there, before we 
finally pay a vifit to the vale of Jehofaphat ? -r* 
As ill a fame as we have, I tmft I Ihall one day 
or other fee you face to face — fo tell the two 
colonels", if they love good company, to live righ- 
teoufly and foberly, as you do^ and then they will 
have no doubts or dangers within orwithout them 
•^ prefent my bed and warmeft wiflies to them, 
and advife the eldeft to prop up his fpirits, and 
get a rich dowager before the conclufion of the 
peace — why wiU not the advice fuit both, par 
nobilefrairum t 

To morrow morning (if Heaven permit) I be- 
gin the fifth volume * of Shandy — I care not a 

* Alluding to the firft edition, 

VOL. IV* . ? curfe 
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curfe for the critics — Fll load my vehicle with 
• what goods he fends me, and they may take 'em 
off my hands, or let them alone — I am very va- 
lorous — and 'tis in proportion as we retire from 
the world, and fee it in its true dimenfions, that 
we defpife it — no bad rant ! — God above blefs 
you ! You know I am 

Your affeftionate Coufin, 

LAURENCE STERNE, 

What few retriain of the Demoniacs, greet — 
and write me a letter, if you are able, as fooliih 
as this. 



LETTER XIX. 



TO LADY* 



Co^LwouId, Sept. zi.,i7^r, 

. ' I RETURi^ to my new habi- 

. tation, fully determined to writ^ as hard as can 

be, and thank ypu moft cordially, my dear lady, 

ifor your lett^ of congratulation upon my Lord 

cFauconberg's vhaving prefented me with the cu- 

•rapy of this place — though your congratulation 

comes fomewhat of the lateft, as I have been pof- 

feffed of it fome time. — I hope I have been of 

. fome fervice to his Lordihip, and he has fuiBcj- 

cntly requited me. — 'Tis feventy guineas a-year 

in my pocket, though worth a hundred —-but ^ 

:. .-. '- . . ■ ■ ■ - it 
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it obliges me to have a curate to officiate at Sut- 
ton and Stillington. — 'lis within a mile of his; 
Lordfliip's feat and park. 'Tis a very agreeable 
ride out in the chaife I purchafed for my wife. 
— Lyd has a poney which (he delights in. — 
Whilft they take th^fe diverfions, I am fcribbling 
away at my Triftram. Thefe two voluipes are, 
I think, the bed. — I fliall write as long as I live, 
*tis, in fad, my hobby-horfe : and fo much am 
I delighted with my uncle Toby's imaginary cha- 
rafter, that I am become an enthufiaft. — - My 
Ldyia helps to copy for me — and my wife knits, 
smd liftens as I read her chapters. — The coro* 
nation of his Majefty (whom God preferve !) has 
coft me the value of an ox, which is to be roafted 
Vi^hole in^the middle of the town, and my parifh- 
ipners will, I fuppofe, be very merry upon the oc- 
caiion. — You will then- be in town — and feaft 
your eyes with a fight, which 'tis to be hoped 
will not be in either of our powers to fee again 
— ^ for in point of age we have about twenty 
years the ftart of his Majefty. — ^ And now, my 
dear iriend, I muft finilh this — and with every 
'Wiih for your happinefs conclude myfelf your 
inoft fincere. well-wiiher and friend. 



■ . mJ 
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LETTER XX. 

TO DAVID GARRICK, ESQ. 
MY DEAJl FRIEND, Paris, Jan. 31, tj62. 

Think not, becaufe I have 
been a fortnight in this metropolis without writ- 
ing to you, that therefore I have not had you and 
Mrs. Garrick a hundred times in my head and 
heart — heart ! yes yes, fay you — but I muft 
not wafte paper in badinage this poft, whatever I 
do the next. Well ! here I am, my friend, as 
much improved in my health, for the time, as 
ever your friendfhip could wifli, or at leaft your 
faith give credit to — - by the bye I am fomewhat 
worfe in my intelleduals, for my head is turned 
round with what I fee, and the imexpe&ed ho- 
nours I have met with here.- Triftram was almoft 
as much known here as in London, at leaft among 
your men of condition and learning, and has got 
me introduced into fo many circles (*tis comme d 
Londres). I have juft now a fortnight's dinners 
and fuppers upon my hands — My application 
• to the Count de Gnoifeul goes on fwimmingly, 
for not only M. Pelleriere (who, by the bye, fends 
ten thoufand civilities to you and Mrs. Garrick) 
has undertaken my affair, but the Count de 
Limbourgh — the Baron d'Holbach, has of- 
fered any fecurity for the inoffenfivenefs of 

my 
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my behaviour in France — - 'tis more, you rogue ! 
than you will do — This Baron is one of the 
moft learned noblemen here, the great protec- 
tor of wits, and the S9avans who are no wits — 
keeps open houfe three days a-week — his hoixfe 
is now, as yours was to me, my own — he 
lives at great expence — 'Twas an odd incident 
when I was introduced to the Count de Biflie, 
which I was at his delir^e — I found him reading 
Triftram — this grandee does me great honours, 
and gives me leave to go a private way through 
his apartments into the palais royal, to view the 
Duke of Orleans's coUeftions, every day I have 
time — I have been at the doftors of Sorbonne 
— I hope in a fortnight to break through, or 
rather from the delights of this place, which, in 
th^ ff avoir vivrCy exceeds all the places, I be- 
lieve, in this fedHon of the glpbe — ^— * , 

I am going, when this letter is wrote, with 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Maccartny to Verfailles — the 
next morning I wait upon Monf. Titon, in com- 
pany with Mr. Maccartny, who is known to him, 
to deliver your commands. — I have bought you 
the pamphlet upon theatrical, or rather tragical, 
declamation; I have bought another in verfe worth 
reading, and you will receive them, with what 
I can pick up this week, by a fervant of Mr, 
Hodges, whom he is fending back to England, 

I was laft night with Mr. Fox tQ fee Made-. 
Iftoifelle Clairon, in Iphigene — fhe is extremely 
^eat -r^ would to God you had on§ ox two like 

? 3 h^^ 
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her — what a luxury, to fee you with one of 
fuch powers in the fame interefting fcene — but 
'tis too much — Ah ! Preville ! thou art Mer- 
cury himfelf — By virtue of taking a couple of 
boxes, we have befpoke this week. The French^ 
man in London^ in which Preville is to fend us 
home to fupper, all happy — I mean about fif- 
teen or fixteen Englifh of diftinftion, who are 
now here, and live well with each other. 

I am under great obligations to Mn Pitt, who 
has behaved in every refpeft to me like a man 
of good breeding, and good nature — In a poft 
or two, I will write again; — Foley is an honeft 
foul — I could write fix volumes of what has 
paft comically in this great fcene, fince thefe laft 
fourteen days — but more of this hereafter. — 
We are all going into mourning ; nor you, nor 
Mrs. Garrick, would know me, if you met me 
in my remife — blefs you both ! Sei-vice to Mrs. 
Denis. Adieu, adieu! 

L.S. 



LETTER XXL 



TO LADY D 



London*, Feb. i, 1762. 

Your Ladyfhip's kind en- 
quiries after my heakh are indeed kind, and of 
a-piece with the reft of your charafter. Indeed 

* This Letter, though dated frt>m* London^ was evident- 
ly written at Path* 

1 am 
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I am very ill, having broke a veffel in my 
lungs -r- hard vrriting in th^ fummer, to- 
gether with pr^ching, which I have not ftrength 
for, is ever fatal to me — but I cannot avoid the 
latter yet, and the.forjner is tqo pleafurable to 
be given up — I believe I (hall try if the fouth 
of France will not be of fervice to me — ^ his G. 
of Y. , has moft humanely given me the per- 
miffion for a year or two — T fhall fet off with 
great hopes of its efficacy, and fhall write to my 
wife and daughter to come and join me at Paris, 
elfe my flay could not be fo long — '' Le Fevre^s 
ftory has beguiled your ladyfhip of your tears,'* 
and the thought of the accufmg fpirit flying up 
to heaven's chancery with the oath, you are kind 
enough to fay is fublime — r my friend, Mr. 
Garrick, thinks fo too, and I am mofl vain of 
Jus approbation — your Ladyfljip's opinion adds 
jiot a little to niy vanity. 

I wifh I had time to take a little excurfion to 
Bath, were it only to thank you for all the 
obliging things you fay in your letter — but 'tis 
impoffible — accept at leaft my warmefl thanks 
.— If I could tempt my friend Mr. H. to come 
to France, I fhould be truly happy — If I can 
be of any fervice to you at Paris, command hini 
who is, and ever \^ill be, 

Ypur J-,adyfliip'3 faithful 



• k , 
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LETTER XXII. 

TO DAVID GARRICK, ESQ. 
DSAR (iARRICK, Paris, Mtrch 19, 1762. 

This will be put into 
your hands by Dr. Shippen, a phyfician, who 
has been here fome time with Mifs Poyntz, and 
is this moment fetting off for your metropolis ; 
fo I fnatch the opportunity of writing to you an^ 
my .kind friend Mrs. Garrick. — I fee nothing 
like her here, and yet I have been introduced to 
one half of their beft Goddeffes, and in a month 
more fliall be admitted to the fhrines of the other 
half — but I neither worfliip — or fall (much) 
upon my knees before them ; but, on the con- 
trary, have converted m^y unto Shandeifm — 
for be it known,. I Shandy it away fifty times 
more than I was ever wont, talk more nonfenfe 
than ever you heard me talk in your days — - and 
to all forts of people. Qui le diable eft cet homme 
la — faid Choifeul, t'other day — ce Chevalier 
Shandy — You'll think me as vain as a devil, 
was I to tell you the reft of the dialogue — 
whether the bearer knows it or no, I know not 
— - 'Twill ferve up after fupper, in Southamp- 
ton-ftreet, amongft other fmall difhes, after the 
fatigues of Richard the lUd — O God ! they 
^ave nothing here, which gives the iierves fo 

a foiart 
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fmart a blow, as thofe great chara^ers in the 
hands of Garrick ! but I forgot I am 'writing to 

th^man himfelf The devU take (as he will) 

thefe tranfports of enthufiafm ? Apropos — the 
whole city of Paris is bewitched with the comic 
opera, and if it was not for the affair of the Jefuits, 
which takes up one half of our talk, the comic 
opera would have it all — It is a tragical nuifance 
in all companies as it is, and was it not for fome 
fudden ftarts and daflies — of Shandeifm, which 
now and then either break the thread, or entan- 
gle it fo, that the devil himfelf would be puzzled 
in winding it off — I fhould die a martyr — 
this by the way I never will — 

I fend you over fome of thefe comic operas 
by the bearer, with the Sallon, "a fatire — The 
French comedy, I feldom vifit it — they adt 
fcarce any thing but tragedies — and the Clairon 
is great, and Mad^^S Dumefnil, in fome places, 
ftill greater than her — yet I cannot bear preach- 
ing — I fancy I got a furfeit of it in my 
yoimger days. — There is a tragedy to be 
danm'd to-night — peace be with it, and the 
gende brain which made it ! • I have ten thoufand 
things to tell you ; I cannot write — I do a 
thoufand things which cut no figure, but in the 
doing -— and as in London, I have the ho* 
Hour of having done and faid a thoufand things 
I never did or dream'd of — and yet I dream 
abundantly — If the devil flood behind me in 
the fhape of a courier, I could not write fafler 
than I do, haying five letters more to difpatch by 

the 
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the fame Gentleman ; he is going into another fec- 
tion of the globe, and when he has feen you, 
he will depart in peace. 

The Duke of Orleans has fuffered my por- 
trait to be added to the number of fome odd 
men in his colle£lion ; and a gentleman who 
Kves with him has taken it moft expreffively, at 
full length — I purpofe to obtain an etching 
cf it, and to fend it you — your prayer for 
me of rofy healthy is heard — If I flay here 
for three or four months, I fliall return 
more than reinftated. My love to Mrs, 
Carrick. 

I am, my dear Garrick, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

L*' STERNE, 



LETTER XXIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

V - 

MY DEAR GARRICK, Paris, AprU lo, 1762. 

I SNATCH the occafion of 
Mr. Wilcox (the late Bifhop of Rochefter's fon) 
leaving this place for England, to write to you, 
and I inclofe it to Hall, who will put it into your 
hand, pofEbly behind the fcenes. I hear no jiews 
pf you, or your empire^ I would have fdidkingdo?n 
— but here every thing is hyperbolized — and if a 
woman is but fimply pleafed — • ^tis Je/uis charm 
I — and if ihe is c;harmed, 'ti^oaothing lefs than (he i$ 

r^a;/-fh'd 
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ravi'fb^d — and when ravi-fh'd (which may hap- 
pen) there is nothing left for her but to fly to the 
other world for a metaphor, and fwear, qu*elle 
^toit tout exfafiee — which mod^ of fpeaking is, 
by the bye, here creeping into ufe, and there is 
fcarce a woman who underftands the bon ton but 
is fev^n times in a day in downright extafy — 
that is, the devii'^ in her — ,by a fmall miftake 
of one world for the other — ^Now, where am 
Igot? 

I haye been thefe two days reading a tragedy, 
given me by a lady of talents to read, and con- 
jeftureifit would do for you — ^Tis from the 
plan of Diderot, and pofiibly half a tranflation of 
it. — The Natural Son, or the Triumph of Vir- 
tQe, in five afts — It has too much fentiment in 
it (at leafl: for me), the fpeeches too long, and 
favour too much of prcachhig — - this may be a 
fecond reafon, it is not to my tafte — 'Tis all 
Jove, love, love, throughout, without much fe- 
paration in the character ; fo I fear it would not 
do for your ftage, and perhaps for the very rea- 
fons which recommend it to a French one. — • 
After a vile fufpenfion of three weeks — we are 
beginning with our comedies and operas again — 
yours I hear never flouriflied more — here the 
comic adkors were never fo low -— the tragedians 
hold up their heads — ^ in all fenfes. I have 
known one little vmn fupport the theatrical world, 
like a David Atlas, upon his fhouldefs, but Pre- 
ville can't do half as much here, though Mad"*. 

' Clairon 
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CHairon ftwids by him, and fets her back to his 
— (he is very great, however, and highly improv- 
ed fince you faw her — Ihe alfo fupports her dig- 
nity at table, and has her public day every 
Thurfday, when flie gives to eat (as they fay 
here) tq all that are hungry and dry. 

You are much talked of here, and much ex- 
pefted as foon as tbe peace will let you — thefe 
two laft days you have happened ten ^igrofs the 
whole converfation at two great houfes where I 
was at dinner — 'Tis the greateft problem in 
natiu-e, in this meridian, that one and the fame 
man fhould pofTefs fuch tragic and comic pow- 
ers, and in fuch an equilibrio, as to divide the 
world for which of the two Nature intended him. 

CrebilKon has made a convention with me, 
which, if he is not too lazy, will be no bad per* 
Jifiage — • as foon as I get to Touloufe he has 
agreed to write me an expoftulatory letter upon 
the indecorums of T. Shandy — which is to be 
anfwered by recrimination upon the liberties in 
his own works — thefe are to be printed toge- 
ther — Crebillion againft Sterne — Sterne 
againft Crebillion — the copy to be fold, and the 
money equally divided — This is good Swifs-po* 
licy. 

I am recovered greatly, and if I could fpend 
one whole winter at Touloufe, I fhould be forti- 
fied, in my inner man, beyond all danger of re- 
lapfing. — A fad afthma my daughter -has been 
martyr'd with thefe three winters, but moftly 

N this 
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this laft, makes it, I fear, neceffary fhe fhould try 
the laft remedy of a warmer and fofter air, fo I am 
going this week to Verlailles, to wait upon Count 
Choifeul to folicit paffports for them — If this 
fyftem takes place, they join me here — and 
after a month's ftay we all decamp for the fouth 
of France — if not, I fliall fee you in June next. 
Mr. Fox, and Mr. Maccartny, having left Paris, 
I live altogether in French families — I laugh till 
I cry, and in the fame tender moments cry till I 
laugh. I Shandy it more than ever, and verily do 
believe, that by mere Shandeifm, fublimated by 
a laughter-loving people, I fence as much againft 
infirmities, as I do by the benefit of air and cli- 
mate. Adieu, dear Garrick ! prefent ten thou- 
fand of my beft refpeds and wifhes to and for my 
friend Mrs. Garrick — had (he been laft night 
upon the' Tuilleries, (he would have annihilated a 
thoufand French goddeflfes, in one Jingle turn. 

I am, moft truly. 

My dear friend, 

JL, STERNE. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

I 

TO MR^. STERNE, YORK. 
MY DEAR, Paris, May i6th, 1762. 

It is a thoufand to one that 
this reaches you before you have fet out — How- 
ever I take the chance — you will receive- one 
wrote laft night, the moment you get to Mr. E. 
and to wifh you joy of your arrival in town — to 
that letter which you will find in town, I have 
nothing to add that I can think on — for I have 
almoft drained my brains dry upon the fubjeft. — 
For God fake rife early and gallop away in the 
cool — and always fee that you have not forgot 
your baggage in changing poft-chaifes" — You 
will find good tea upon the road from York to 
Dover — only bring a little to carry you from 
Calais to Paris — give the Cuftom-Houfe Officers 
what I told you — at Calais give more, if you 
have much Scotch fnufF — but as tobacco is good 
here, you had beft bring a Scotch mill and make 
it yourfelf, that is, order your valet to manu- 
fafture it — ^ 'twill keep him out of mifchief. — I 
would advife you to take three days in coming 
lip, for fear of heating yourfelves — See that 
they do not give you a bad vehicle, when a better 
is in the' yard, but you will look fharp -^ drink 
finall Rhenifh to keep you cool (that is if you 
like it). Live well, and deny yourfelves nothing 

your 
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your hearts wifh. So God in heaven profper 
and go along with you — kifs my Lydia, and 
believe me both affectionately, 

Yours, 

L, STERNE. 



LETTER XXV. 

TO THE SAME. 
MY DEAR, Paris, May 31, 176a, 

. There have no mails arrived 
here till this morning, for three ports, fo I ex- 
pefted with great impatience a letter from you 
and Lydia — and lo ! it is arrived. You are as 
bufy as Thrbp*s wife, and by the time you re- 
ceive this, you will be bufier ftill — I hav-e 
exhaufted all my ideas about your journey — ■ 
and what is needful for you to do before and 
during it -^ — fo I write only to tell you I am well 
— -Mr. Colebrooks, the minifter of Swifferland's 
fecretary, I got this morning to write a letter for 
you to the governor of the Curtom-Houfe Office 
at Calais — it (hall be fent you next poft. -^ You 
muft be cautious about Scotch fnuff -*- take half 
a pound in your pocket, and make Lyd doi tbe 
fame. *Tis well I bought you a chaife -**- tbcite 
is no getting one in Paris now, but at aft toomaaJs 
^ price 
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price — for they are all fent to the army, and 
fuch a one as yours we have not been able to 
match for forty guineas, for a friend of mine who 
is going from hence to Italy — the weather was 
never known to fet in fo hot, as it has done the 
latter end of this month, fo he and his party are 
to get into his chaifes by four iix the morning, and 
travel till nine — and not ftir out again till fix ; 
— but I hope this fevere heat will abate by the 
time you come here — however, I beg of you 
once more to take fpecial care of heating your 
blood in travelling, and come toute doucementy 
when you find the heat too much — I fliall look 
impatiently for intelligence from you, and hope to 
hear all goes well; that yo;^ conquer all diffi- 
culties, that you have received your paffport, my 
pifture, &c. Write and tell me fomething of 
every thing. I long to fee you both, you may 
be affured, my dear wife and child, after fo long 

a reparation and write me a line diredly, 

that I may have all the notice you can give me, 
that I may have apartments ready and fit for you ^ 
when you arrive. — For my own part I ihall 
continue writing to you a fortnight longer — pre- 
fent my refpe&s to all friends — you havie bid 
Mr. C. get my vifitations at P. done for me, &c. 
&c. If any offers are made about the indofure 
at Rafcal^ they mud be inclofed to me— nothing 
that is fairly propofed (hall iland ftifl ofk my 
fcore. Do all for the beft, as He who guides alt 

things 



LETTERS. . fi25 

things \dll I hope do fbr us — - fo heaven preferve 
ypd both ^ believe me 

Your affedionate 

L. STERKt. 

Love to my Lydia -^ t have bought her a gold 
utratch to prefent to her when fhe comesw ' 



LETTER XXVI. 

TO THE SAME* 

' ... 

MY DEAR, Paris, June 7, lytt, 

I KEE^ my promife and writ^ 

to you again — I am forry ihe bureau nmft be 

opened for the deeds — but you will fee it done 

- — I imagine you are convinced of the neceffity 

of bringing three hundred pounds in your pocket 

*— if you confider Lydia muft have two Hight 

negligees — ■ you will want a new gown or two 

— as for painted linens, buy them in town, they 

wUl be more admired becaufe Engliih than 

French. — Mrs. H. writes me word diat I am 

miftaken about buying filk ^rheapei* at Toubufe 

than Paris) &at (he advifes you to buy what yoti 

want here — where they are tery beautiful and 

cheap, as well as blonds, gailzes, &c. -^ Thefe I 

fay will all coft you fixty guineas — ^ and you muft 

have them — for in this Country nothing muft 

be fpared for the back -^ and if you dine on an 

vol,. IV. e omon. 



onioh, and lie in & gaffe! tbr^t (ldtie» higR» yStt 
muft not betray it in youf tlofhft, accotdttg f6 
which you are well cwr ill looked on. When we 
are got to Touloufe, we rauft begin to tiim the 
penny, and we may (if you do not game much) 
liVc very cheap — I think that expreffiofl tidll 
divert you *-^ and now God knows I have n6t a 
wifli but for your health, comfort, and fafe arrival 
here — write to me every other poft, that I may 
know how you go on — you will be in raptures 
with yoiu* chariot — - Mr. R. a gentleman of 
fortune, who is going to Italy, and has feen it, 
has offered me thirty guineas for my bargain. — 
You will wonder all the way, how I am to find 
room in it for a third — to eafe you of this won- 
der, 'tis by what the coachmakers here call a 
cave, which is a fecond bottom added to that you 
fet your feet upon, which lets the jperfon (who 
fits over againft you) down witlv his knees to your 
ancles, and by which you have all more room — 
and what is mere^ lefs heat, — becaufe his head 
does not intercept the fore^glafs -*- little or 
nothing ' — Lyd and I Will enjoy this by tuiUs 5 
fometimets I (hall take a bidet •— (a lltde poft 
bbrfe) and fcamper before — • at other tunes 
I ftiall fit in frefco upoh die arm-chair without 
4oors, and one way or other will do very weH* 
*- I am imder infinite obligations to Mn Tfeom* 
hill^ for liecommodatiflg me thus^ ai\d fo gen^ 
teelly, for *tis Uke makiftg d prefent of it* -«* 
Mr. T ' ■ wiH fend you aft order to receividfc 

it 
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It at Calais •«*- and now, my dear girls, have I 
foigot any thing ? 

Adieu i adieu! 
Tour's mpil affeftionately> 

f^. 6f ERNE. 

A week or ten days will enable you to fee 
every thin^ — and fo Ipng ypu muft ftay to r^ 
your bones* ^'^ 



LETTER XS^lh 

TO THJi S;>)^ME. 
MT I>£4R£ST» J^axh, June 14* 176%. 

HavinI!> an opportunity' of 
writing by a friend who is fetting out this 
morning for London, I write again^ in cafe the 
two laft letters I have wrote this week to you 
ihould be detained by contrary winds ^t CaJaSs — - 
I have wrote to Mr;E , by the fame hand, 
to rfiank him for his kind|iefs"to ypu in the hsuid- 
fom# manner J could — and have told him, his 
good heart, and his wife's, have made thiOTji over* 
loojk the trouble of having you at his hpufe, but 
that if he takes ybu apartments near him, they 
will have occafion iKH enough Jeft to (hew their 
fiiendfhip to us --- I have begged him to affift 
you, and (land by you, as if he was. in my place 
with regard to the fale of the Shandys — and 

Q 2 tbeR 
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then the copyright — Mark to keep thefe thing$ 
diffinft in your head — But Becket I have ever 
found to be a man of probity, and I dare fay you 
mil have very little trouble in finifhing matters 
with him — and I would rather wifli you to treat 
with him than with another man— but whoever 
buys the fifth and fixth volumes of Shandys, muft 
have the nay^fay of the feventh and eighth *• ^- 
I wifh, when you come here, in cafe the weather 
is too hot to travel, you could think it pleafant to 
go to the Spa for four or- fix weeks, where we 
fliould live for half the money we fhould fpend 
at Paris -— ^ after that we fiiould take the fweeteft 
feafon of the vintage to go to the fouth of France 
-— but we will put our heads together, and you 
ihall juft do as you pleafe in this, and in every 
thing which depends pn me — r for I am a being 
perfedly contented, when others are pleafed — 7 
to bear and forbear will ever be my maxim — 
.only I fear the heats through a journey of five 
hundred miles for you and my Lydia, more than 
for myfelf. — Do not forget the watch-chains 
— bring a couple for a gentleman's watch like- 
wife ; we fhall lie under great obEga^tions to the 
Abbe M., and mud make him fuch a fmall ac- 
knowledgment; according to my way of iou- 
rifliing, 'twill be a prefent worth a kingdom to him 
.— They have bad pins, and vile needles here — - 
bring for yourfelf, and fome for prefents — - as alfo 

* Alluding to the firft edition. 

a ftrong 
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a ftrong bottle-fkrew, for whatever Scrub we may. 
hire as butler, coachman, &c. to uncork us pur 
Frontiniac — You will find a letter for you at the 
Lyon D'Argent -— Send for your chaife ijito 
the court-yar4f and fee all is right — Buy a chain, 
at Calais, ftrong Plough not to be cut off, and 
let your portmanteau be tied on the forepart of 
your chaife. for, fear of a dog's trick — fo God 
blefs you both, and remember me to my Lydia. 

I am your*s affectionately, 

L. STERNE, 



LETTER XXVIII, 

TO THE SAME. 
MY DEAREST, Paris, June 17, 1762. 

Probably you will re^ 
ceive another letter with this by the fame poft 
— if fo, read this the laft -^ It will be the laft 
you can poffibly receive at York, for I hope it 
will catch you juft as you are upon the wing — 
if that (hould happen, I fuppofe in courfe you have 
executed the contents of it, in all things which 
relate to pecuniary mattery, and when thefe are 
fettled to your mind, you will have got through 
your laft difficulty — every thing elfe will be a 
ftep of pleafure, and by the time you have got 
• half a dozen ftages, you will fet up yoiu: pipes 

Q 3 ^^ 
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and iing Te Deum together, aft fou "whiflL H 
aloBg. — Defire Mr. C ■ ■ ■ t o feiwl me z pr6» 
per letter of attorney by you, he vill recdve It 
back by return of pofL Tou have done everf 
thing well with regard to our Sutton and Stil« 
lingtpn affairs, and left things in the beft chan- 
nel -*« if I was not fure you.miift have Jong fince 
got my pidure, garnets, &c., I would write and 
fcold Mr, T^— — ^abominably — he put them in 
Becket's hands to be fon^^ded by the ftage- 
coach to you, as foon as he got to town. — I 
long to hear from you, and that all my letters 
and things are come fafe to you, and then you 
will fay that I have not been a bad lad — for 
you will find I have been writing continually, 
as I wiflied you to do — Bring your filver cof- 
fee-pot, 'twill ferve both to give water, lemon- 
ade, and orjead — to fay nothing of coffee and 
chocolate, which, by the bye, is both cheap and 
good at Touloufe, like other things — I had 
tike to have forgot ^a moift neceffary thing, there 
iare no copper tea-kettles to be had in France, 
and we fliatl find fuch a thing the moft comfor- 
table utenfil in the houfe — buy a good ftrong 
one, which will hold two quarts -^^ a diOi of tea 
t^ill be of comfort to us in our journey fouth 
■ I have a bronze tea-pot, which we trill 
carry alfo — as china cannot be brought ovclr 
from JEtigland, we mufl make up a villanous par- 
ty-coloured tea equipage, to regale ourfelves, and 
our Englifh friends, whiift we are at Touloufe -^^ 

I hope 



1 hppe JQH h;iy^ got your bill freixn J&ecket. — r- 
Tberi^ is ^ gpoji-nat\ired kJAjd of ^ t^er | b^ye 
j^ljt h;^ar4 pf, ,at Mr. Foley's^ who tibiey think will 
jb# fX)5fii9g -^ fr9m jEnglsgid tg France^ with hpr^ 
f^, the latter e»4 pf Jun^r He happened to 
tOf^ae over with ^ )ady^ whp is fifter tp Mx* Fo- 
ley's partner, an4 I h;aive got h^ tp write a let^ 
t&c to hingi jb JUM^dpn^ tjbds ppft^ to heg he will 
Te^k you at Mr. ^ ^ m 'g, and, in cafe a cartel 
Aip does not go pff before Jie, goes, tp take ypu 
uad€^ hi$ care. fU w^ iiifinitely friendly* in 
$be fam^ pflice, laft year, to tfee lady who ^pw 
writes tp H^9 and nurfSsd her on fliip-bpard, and 
defended h^ by land with great good-will. — 
Do not fay I forget you, or whatever can be con- 
ducive to your eafe of mind, in this journey — * 
I wifli I was with you, to do thefe offices myfeif, 
and to ftrew rofes on ypi^ w^jky .-^^ but I ^hall 
have time and occafiiMi tp Aew yo^i I am not 
wanting — Now, ray dears, 'pnc^ »pre pluck up 
your fpirits «•- truft in God -^ in me .— r ^d in 
youjfelves jkt^ with this, Ws you pvit tp it, ypu 
would , encounter all thefe difficulties ten times 
told — Write inftantly, and tell me you triumph 
over all fears ; tell me Lydia is better, and a 
helpmate to you — You fay fhe grows like me 
— let her Ihew me fhe does fo in her contempt 
of fmall dangers, and fighting againfl the appre- 
henfions of them, which is better flill. As I will 
not have F.'s fhare of the books, you will infomi 
him fo — Give my love to' Mr. Fothergill, and 

Q4 to 
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to thofe true friends which envy has fpared me — 
and for the reft, lai/fez pajir — You will find 
I fpeak French tolerably — but I only wifli to 
be underftood, — You will foon fpeak better; 
a month's play with a French Demoifelle will 
make Lyd chatter like a magpye. Mrs—— un- 
derftood not a word of it when fee got here, and 
writes me word fhe begins to prate apace — you 
will do the fame in a fortnight — Dear Befs, I 
have a thoufand wifhes, but have a hope for every 
one of them — you fhall chant the hvae jubilate^ 
my dears, fo God blefs you. My duty to Lydia, 
which implies my love too. Adieu, believe me 

Your aflfeftionate 

L. STERNB^ 

MemcH^ndum: Bring watch-chains, tea-ket- 
tle, knives, cookery-book, &c. 

You will fmile at this laft article — fo adieu 
T— At Dover, the Crofs Keys ; at Calais, the 
Lyon D^Aigent — ^ the matter, a Turk m grain. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

TO LADY D. , 

I 

I 

Paris, July 9, X76». 

I WILL not fend your lady- 
fliip the trifles you bid me purchafe without a 
line, I am very well pleafed with Paris • — in^ 
deed I meet with fo many civilities amongfl the 
people here, that I muft fmg their praifes — the 
French have a great deal of urbanity in their com- 
pofition, and to flay a little time amongfl them 
will be agreeable, — I fplutter Frendh fo as to 
be underftood — but I have had a droll adventure 
here in which my Latin was of fome fervice to 
me — I had hired a chaife and a horfe to go about 
feven miles into the country, but, Shandean-likcy 
did not take notice that the horfe was almoft dead 
when I took him — Before I got half-way, the 
poor animal dropped down dead — ^ fo, I was 
forced to appear before the Police, and began to 
tell my ftory in French, which was, that the poor 
beaft had tp do with a worfe beaft than himfelf, 
namely his majler^ who had driven him all the 
day before (Jehu-like), and that he had neither 
had corn or hay, therefore I was not to pay for 
the horfe — but I might as well have whiftled, 
as have fpoke French, and I believe my Latin was 
equal to my uncle Toby's Lilabulero — being 

not 
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not imderllood becaufe of Its purity, but by 
dint of words I forced my judge to do. me juf- 
tice — no common thing, by the way, in France. 
— My wife and daughter are arrived — the lat- 
ter does nothing but look out of the window, 
and complain of the torment of being frizled. — 
I wilh fhe may ever remain a child of nature — 
I hate children of art. 

I hope this will find your ladyfhip well — and 
that you will be kind enough to direct to me ^t 
Touloufe, which place I fhall fet out for very 
foon. I am, with truth, and iincerity. 

Your Ladyfhip*s 

Mod faithful 

X-. STERNf* 



LETTER XXX. 

TO MR. E. 
DEAR SIR, Paris, Iv^j u, 176?. 

My wife and daughter ar- 
rived here fafc and found on Thurfiiay, and a*« 
in high raptures with the fpeed and pleafantnefs 
of their journey, and particularly of all they fee 
and meet with here. But in their joiusney from 
York to Paris nothing ha^ given diem a more fen* 
fiblfe and lafting pleafure than the iQarJbs ofhrnd- 
ptis they received from yon and Mil. £• -^ 

Th« 
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The fnendfliip, good-will, and politencfs of my, 
two friends I never doubted to me or mine, and 
I return you both all a grateful man is capable 
©f, which is merely my thanks. Have taken, how- 
cverf • the liberty of fending an Indian taffety , 
which Mrs. E. muft do me the honour to wear 
fbr my wife's fake, who would have got it made 
up, but that Mr. Stanh<2^e, the conful of Algiers, 
who fets off to-n:- arrow morning for London, 
has been fo kind (I mean his lady) as to take 
charge of it ; and we had but juft time/to procure 
it ; and had we miffed that opportunity, as we 
Jhould have been obliged to have left it behind 
u$ gt Paris, we knew not when or how to get 
it tQ our fiioid. — I wilh it had been better 
worth a paragraph. If there is any thing we can 
buy or procure for you here (intelligence includ- 
ed), you have a right to commmand me — for 
I am yours, with my wife ^und girl's kind love to 
you and Mrs. £• 

~l»AV^ STERKE. 



LETTER XXXL 

TO J — - H — — S , ESQ. 

MY I^AR H. ToutouTe, Ai^ft, is, 1761. 

By the time you Ijave got 
to the end of this long letter, you will perceive 
^lat I have not bees^ able to anfwer your laft tHl 

now 
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now -r- 1 have had the intention of doing it aU 
moH as often as my prayers in my head — • *tis 
thu3 we ufe our befl friends — What an infa« 
mous ftory is that you have told me ! — Aftep 
fome little remarks on it, the reft of my letter wiH: 
go on, like filk, **** is a good-natured -old e^ 
fy fool, and has been deceived by the moft art- 
ful of her fex, and (he muft have abundance of 
impudence and charlatanery, to have cariied on 
fuch a farce. I pity the old man for bang taken 
in for fo much money — a man of fenfe I fhould 
have laughed at — My wife faw her when m 
town, and (he had not the appearance of pover- 
ty; but when (he wants to melt *****s heart, 
(he puts her gold watch and diamoi\d rings in 
her drawer. — But he might have been aware 
of her. I could not have been miftaken in her 
charafter — and *tis odd (he (hould talk of her 
wealth to oiie, and tellanother the reverie — fo 
good night to her — About a week or ten days 
before my wife arrived at Paris, I had the fame 
accident I had at Cambridge, of breaking a vef- 
fel in my lungs. It happened in the night, and 
I bled the bed full, and finding in the morning 
I was likely to bleed to death, I fent immedi- 
ately for a furgeon to bleed me at both arms — • 
this faved me, and, with lying fpeechlefs for 
three days, I recovered upon my back in bed ; 
the breach healed, and, in a week after, I got 
out — This, with my weaknefs and bunrying 
about, made me think it high time to hafte to 

Tou- 
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Touloufe. ^— We have had four months of 
§^uch lipats, that the oldeft Frenchman never 
ber§ the like — 'twas as hot as Nebuchad^ 
r*s^eny an^ogiffitjtias relaxed one hour 
:^^t^ th^ hdght^TO Thisf^^ our deftiny (or 
'^rift&iiet deftrudion) to fet out by way of Lyons, 
?• : JAon^lUer, &c. to Ihorten I trow, our fufFerings 
•*- Good God ! — but *tis over — and here I 
am in -my own houfe, quite fettled by M — *s aid, 
and good-natured offices, for which I owe him 
more than I can exprefs, or know how to pay at 
prefent — ' 'Tis in the preftiefl fituation in Tou- 
loufe, with near two acres of garden — the houfe 
too good by half for us — well fumiflied, for 
which I pay thirty pounds a yea:*. — I have got 
a good xrook — my wife a diQQeni femme de cham- 
bre^ and a good looking laquais — The Abbe 
has planned our expences, and fet us in fuch ^ 
train, we cannot eafily go wrong — though by 
the bye, the d — r-1 is feldom found fleeping 
mider a hedgis. Mr. Trotter dined with me 
the day before I left Paris — I took care to fee 
all executed according to your dire£tipns — but 
Tit)tter, I dare fay, by 'this, has wrote to you — 
I made him happy beyoiid expreffion with your 
' Crazy Tales, and more fo with its frontifpiece 
— I am in fpirits writing a crazy chapter — 
with my face turned towards thy turret — *Tis 
now I wifli all warmer climates, countries, and 

every thing elfe, at , that feparates me from 

our paternal feat — cefera la oil repofera ma cm- 

3 , dre 
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dre — etcefera la oi mon coufin viendra repond^i 
lespleurs dues a noire ami tie. — I am taking affes*- 
milk three times a day, and cows' milk as often 
•— I long to fee thy face again once more —^ 
Greet the Colonel kindly in my name, and thank 
him cordially from me for his many civilities to 
Madame and Mademoifelle Shandy at York, 
who fend all due acknowledgments. The hu* 
mour is over for France, and Frenchmen, but 
that is not enough for your affectionate coufin, 

(A year will tire us all out, I trow) but thank 
Heaven the pofl brings, me a letter from my 
Anthony — I felicitate you upon what Meffr^ 
the Reviewers allow you — they have too much 
judgment themfelves not to allow you what you 
are adually poffeffed of, ** talents, wit, and h\u 
mour.'* — Well, write on, my dear coufini, and be 
guided by thy own fancy. — Oh ! how I envy 
you all at Crazy Caftle ! — I could like to fpe&d 
a month with you — and fhould return bade 
■Kigain for the vintage. — I honour the man that 
has given the world an idea of our parental feat 
— *tis well done — I look at it ten times a^<iay 
with a quando te afpkiam ? — Now farewell -^^ 
remember me to my beloved Colonel -— greet 
Panty mod lovingly on my behalf, and if Mrs. 

C and Mifs C — — » &V. are iit G — ^ 

greet them likewife with a holy kils ~- So GxA 
bleis yc^. 
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LETTER XXXII^ 

* - 

TO MR. 3?OLEY, AT PARIS^. 
MV £)£Att fOLtt, Touloufe, Auguft 14, 1761. 

Apter many turnings (alias 
iligreffiolis), to fay nothing of downright over- 
throws, ftops, and delays, we have arrived in 
three weeks at Touloufe, and are now fettled in 
our houfe, with fervants, &c. about us, and 
4ook as compofed as if we had been here feven 
years. *'— In our journey we fufFered fo much 
from the heats, it gives me pain to remember it 
— I never faw a cloud from Paris to Nifmes 
half Sis broad as a. twenty-four fols piece. — 
Good God ! we were toafted, roafted, grilled, 
ftcw'd, and carbonaded on one fide or other all 
the way — and being all done enough (q/J^ez 
cuits) in the day, we were eat up at' night by 
bugd, and other unfwept-out vermin, the legal 
inhabitants (if length of poffeffion gives, right) of 
every inn we lay at — Can you conceive a 
tporfe accident than that in fuch journey, in the 
hotteft day and hour of it, four miles from either 
tree or fhrub which could caft a ihade of the 
fiise of one of Eve's fig-leaves — that we fliould 
break a hind wheel into ten thoufand pieces, 
and be obliged in confequence to fit five hours 
Oh St gravelly road, without one drop of water, 
poffibifity of getting any ** To mend the 

I matter. 
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matter, my two poftillions were two dough* 
hearted fools, and fell a-crying — Nothing was 
to be done ! By heaven, quoth I, pulling off 
my coat and waiftcoat, fomething fhall be done, 
for ril thrafh you both within an inch of your 
lives — and then make you take each of you a 
horfe, and ride like two devils to the next poft 
for a cart to carry my baggage, and a wheel to 
carry ourfelves — Our luggage weighed ten 
quintals — *twas the fair of Baucaire — all the 
world was going or returning — we were alked 
by every foul who paffed by us, if we were 
going to the fair of Baucaire — No wonder, 
quoth I, we have goods enough ! v{ftis avez rai^ 
fon^ mes amis. 
. Well ! here we are after all, my dear friend 
— and moft delicioufly placed at the extremity 
of the town, in an excellent houfe well fur- 
nifliM and elegant beyond any thing I looked 
for -— *Tis built in the form of a hotel, with a 
pretty court towards the town — and behind, 
the bed garden in Toiiloufe, laid out in ferpen- 
tine walks, and fo large, that the company in 
our quarter ufually come to walk there in the 
evenings, for which they have my confent — 
*^ the more the merrier." — The houfe confifts 
of a good falle a manner above ftairs joining to 
the very great falle i compagnie as large as the 
Baron d*Holbach*s ; three handfome bed-cham- 
bers with dreffing rooms to them • — below ftairs 
two very good rooms for myfelf, one to ftudy in, 

the 
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the other to fee company. — I have moreover 
cellars round the coiirt, and all other offices — 
Of the lame landlord I have bargained . to 
have the ufe of a country-houfe which he has 
two miles out of town, fo that myfelf and all my 
faifiily have nothing more to do than to take our 
hats and remove from the one to the other — — 
My landlord is? moreover to keep the gardens 
in order — ^ and what do you think I am to pay 
for all this ? neither more or lefs than thirty 
pounds a-year — =^ aH thklgs are cheap in propor- 
tion — fo we fhall live for very little. — I dined 
yefterday with Mr. H — — - y he is moft pleafantly 
fituated, and they are all well. — As for the 

books you have received for D , the book- 

feHer was a fool not to fend the bill along with 
them — I will write to him abotit iu •«»-» I wifh 
you was with me for two months ; . it would cure 
you of all evils ghoftly and bodily — * but this, 
like many other wifhes both for you and myfelf, 
muft have its, completion -elfewhere— Adieu, 
my kind friend, and believe that I love you as 
.much from inclination as reafon, f6r 

I am moll truly yours, 

My wife and girl join in complinienf s to you 
— My bell refpefts to my worthy Baron d'Hol- 
baeh and all that fodety — Ren[xember me to my 
friend Mr. Panchaud. 

VOL* IV^ R 
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LETTER XXXHL 

TO J ' H — — S — — , ESQ^ 

MY DEAR H. Toolmife, oa. M, 176^ 

I RECEIVED your letteryet 
terday — fo it has been travelling from Crazy 
Caftle to Touloufe full eighteen ^ys -— If I hadii 
nothing to (Ic^ me I would en^ige to fet out 
this morning, and knock at Crazy Caftle gate» 
in three days lefs time — by which time 1 flioukL 
find you and the Cokmel, Panty, &c« all alone 
-^ the feafon I moft wifh and like to be with y(»i 
-r- I rejoice from n^ heart dowa to my reins, 
that you have fnatchM fo many happy and fim- 
fliiny days out pf the hands of the blue devils «— 
If we live to meet and join our forces as hereto* 
fpre, we will give thefe gentry a drubbing — 
:^d turn them for ever out of their ufurped cita* 
4el -— fome legions of them, have been put to 
fligl^ ahready by your operations this laft cam- 
psugn — ^d I hope to have a hand in difperfing 
the remainder the iirft time my dear coufin fets 
tip his banners again under the fquare tower 
.' But what art thou meditating with axes 

5^d hammers ? — " / know ;the pride and the 
" naughtinefi of thy heart ^^ and thou loveft the 
fweet viilpns of architraves, friezes, and pedi* 
ments, with their tympanums, and thou haft found 
out a pretence, a raifon de cinq cent Uvreijkrling 

6 to 
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to be laid out in four years, &c, ^c. (fo as not 

to be felt, which is always added by the d -1 

as a bait) to juftify thyfelf unto thyfelf — It may 
be very . wife to do this — but *tis wifer to keep 
one's money in one's pocket, whilft there are 
wars without and rumours of wars within. St,, 
'■ advifes his difciples to fell both coat and- 
waiftcoat, and go rather without fliirt or fword, 
than leave no money in their fcrip to go to Je- 
rufalem with — Now thofe quatre ans con/ecu^ 
tifsj my dear Anthony, are the moft precious 
morfels of thy life to come (in this world), and 
thou wilt do well to enjoy that morfel without 
cares, calculations, and curfes, and damns, and 
debts — * for as fure as ftone is ftone, and mor- 
tar is mortar, &c/twill be one of the many works 
of thy repentance — But after all, if the Fates 
have decreed it, as you and I have fom^ time 
fuppofed it on account of your generofity , " that 
you are never to be a monied man^^ the decree 
will be fulfilled whether you adorn . your caftle 
and line it with cedar, an^d paint it within fide and 
^thout fide with vermillion, or not — - et cele 
etara (having a bottle of Frontiniac and glafs at 
my right hand) I drink, dear Anthony, to thy 
health and happinefs, and to the final accom- 
pliihment of all thy lunary and fublunary pro^ 
je6ls. — For fix weeks together, after I wrote 
my laft letter to you, my projefts were many 
itpries higher, for I was all that time, as I thought, 
journeying on to the other wpiid — I fell ill of 

R 2 ' an 
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an epidemic vile fever which killed hundreds 
about me — The phyficians here are the emmt- 
eft charlatans in Europe, or the moil ignorant of 
all pretending fools — I withdrew what was left of 
me out of their hands, and recommended my af- 
fairs entirely to Dame Nature — She (dear god- 
defs) has faved me in fifty different pinching 
bouts, and I begin' to have a kind of enthufiafm 
i;iow in her favour, and in my own, that one or 
two more efcapes will make me believe I fhall 
leave you all at laft by tranflation, and not by 
fair death. I am now flout and foolifh again as 
a happy man can wifli to be -^ and am bufy 
playing the fool with my uncle Toby, whom I 
have got foufed over head and ears in love. — 
I have many hints and projects for other works ; 
all will go on I truft as I wifh in this matter* -— 
When I have reaped the benefit of this winter at 
Touloufe *— I cannot fee I have any thing more 
to do with it ; therefore after having gone with 
my wife and girl to Bagnieres, I fhall return from 

whence I came Now my wife wants to flay 

^lother year to fave money, and this oppofition 
of wifhes, though 'twill not be as four as lemon, 
yet 'twill not be as fweet as fugar-candy. — I 
wifh T — would lead Sir Charles to Touloufe ; 
'tis as good as any town in the South of France 
— for ,my own part 'tis not to my tafle — but I 
believe, the ground woit of my enntii is more to 
the eternal platitude of the French charaders — 
little variety, no originality in it at all — than to 

.. any 
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toy other caufe — for they are very civil — but 
civility itfelf, in that uniform, wearies and, bod- 
ders one to death — If I do not mind, I fliall 
grow moft ftupid and feritentious — Mifs Shan- 
dy is hard at it with mufic, dancing, and French^ 
Ipeaking, in the laft of which fhe does a mer» 
veille^ and fpeaks it with an excellent accent, 
confidering ftie praftifes within fight of the Pyre- 
nean mountains. — If the fnows will fuJBFer me, 
I propofe to fpend two or three months at Barege, 
or Bagnieres, but my dear wife is ^ainft all 
fchemes of additional expences •— which wicked 
propenfity (tho^ not of defpotic power) yet I can- 
not fuffer — tho* by the bye laudable enough — 
But rfhe may talk — I will do my own way, and 
fhe will acquiefce without a word of debate on 
the fubjefl:. — Who can fay fo much in praife of 
his wife ? Few I trow. — M — r- is out of town 
yintaging — fo write to me Mofijieur Sterne ^ 
gentilhomme Anglois -r— 'twill find m^ -— We are 
as much out of the road of all intelligence here 
as at the cape of Good Hope - — fp write a long 
Ujpnfenfical letter like thiis, now and then, to me 
-— in which fay nothing but what may be fhewn, 
(tho* I love every paragraph and fpirited ftroke 
6f your pen, others might not,) for you muft 
kiiow, a letter no fooner arrives from England, 
but curiofity is upon her knees to know the con- 
tents — — Adieu,, dear H. believe n\e 

Your affeftionate 

h^ STERNE. 

R 3 We 
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We have had bitter cold weather here thefe 
fourten days — which has obliged us to fit with 
, whole pagells of wood lighted up ta our nofes — 
'tis a dear article — but every thing elfe being 
extremely cheap, Madame keeps an excellent 
good houfe, vnth/oupej bouilli^ rotij — &c. &c. 
for two hundred and fifty pounds a year. 
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TO MR. FOLEY, AT PARIS. 
MY DEAR FOLEY, Touloufe, November 9, 1762, 

I HAVE had this week your 
letter on my table, and hope you will forgive 
my not anfwering it fooner -^ and even to-day I 
can but write you ten lines, being engaged at 
Mrs. M-— *s. I would not admit one poft more 
acknowledging the favour — In a few pofts I 
will write you a long one gratis, that is for love 
— Thank you for having done what I defired 
you — and for the future direft to me under co- 
ver at Monfieur Broufle*s — f I receive all letters 
through him more puniftual and fooner than 
when left at the poft-houfe — 

H— — 's family greet you with mine — we 
are much together, and never forget you — for* 
get me not to the Baron -^ and all the circle — 
nor to your domeftic circle — 

lam 
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I am got pretty well, and fport much with 
my uncle Toby in the volume I am now fa- 
bricating for the laughing part of the world 
— for the melancholy part of it, I have no- 
thing but my prayers — fo God help them. — I 
fliall hear from you in a poft or two at leaft 
after you receive this — in the mean time, dear 
Foley, adieu, and believe no man wiflies or efteems 
you more than your 

s 
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TO TH£ SAME, 
PEAR FOLEY, Touloufe^ Wednefday, Dec. 3, 176a. 

I HAVE for this laft fortnight 
every poft-day gone to MefTrs. B- — ^ and fons, 
in expedation of the pleafure of a letter from you 
with the remittance I defired you to fend me here. 
— - When a man has no more than half a dozen 
guineas in his pocket — and a thoufand miles from 
home — and in a country where he can as foon 
raife the d —1, as a fix livre piece to go to market 
with in cafe he had changed his laft guinea — you 
will not envy my fituation — God blefs you — * 
- remit me the balance due upon the receipt pf this. 
— We are all at H — 's, pradtifing a play we are 
to ad here this Chriftmas holidays — allthe Dra- 

& 4 matis 
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matis Perfonac are of the Englifh, of whicl^ we 
have a happy fociety living together like brothers 
ajid fifters — Your banker here has juft fent me 
word the tea Mr. H. wrote for is to be delivered 
into my h^nds — 'tis all one into whofe hands the 
treafure falls — we fliall pay Broufle for it the day 
we get it — We join in our moft friendly refpefts, 
and believe nie, dear Foley, truly yours, 

L. STERNEv 
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r 

TO THE SAME, 
MY DEAR FOLEy, Touloufe, Dec. 17, 1762. 

The poft after I wrote laft, I 
received yours with the inclofed draught upon the 
receiver, for which I return you all thanks — I 
have received_this day likewife the box and tea all 
fafe and found — fo we ihall all qf us be in our . 
cups this Chriftmas, and drink without fear or 
flint. — We \>egm .to live extremely happy, and 
are all together every night — fiddling, laughing . 
^ni finging, and cracking jokes. You will icarce 
believe the news I tell. you — There is a company 
of Englifh ftrollers arrived here, who are to iaft 
comedies all the Chriftmas, and are now bufy in 
making dreffes, and preparing fome of our bell 
copiedies — your wonder will ceafe when I in- 
form you thefe ftrollers are your friends, with 

the 
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the reft of our fociety, to whom I propofed this 
fcheine foulagement — - and I affure you we do 
well. — The next week, with a grand orcheftra, 
we play the Bufy Body — and the Journey to 
I-.ondon the week after ; but I have fome thoughts 
of adapting it to our lituation — and making it the 
Journey to Touloufe, which, with the change of 
half a dozen fcenes, may be eafily done. — Thu'si 
my dear F. for want of fomething better we have 
reeourfe to ourfelves, and ftrike out the beft 
amuferaents we can from fuch materials. — My 
kind love and friendfhip to all my true friends — • 

my fervice to the reft. H 's family have juft 

left me, having been this laft week with us — , they . 
will be with me all the holidays. — In fummer 
ihall vifit them, and fo balance hofpitalities. 

Adieu, , . 

Yours moft truly, 

J-. STfRNE. 



LETTER XXXVII. 

TO THE SAMI?. 
DEAR FPLEY, Touloufe, March 29, 1763. 

— Though that's a mif- 
take ! I mean the date of the place, for I write at 
Mr. H— 's in the country, and have been there 
with my people all the week — " How does Trif- 
*' tram do ?'* you fay in yours to him — faith 

4 but 
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but fo fo — the worft of human maladies is po« 
verty — though that is a fecond lie -— for pover- 
ty of fpirit is worfe than poverty of purfe by ten 
thoufand per cent. •— I inclofe you a remedy for 
the one, a draught of a hundred and thirty poimds, 
for which I infift upon a refcription by the 
very return — • or I will fend you and all your 

commiffaries to the d 1. — I do not hear diey 

have tafted of one flefhy banquet all this Lent — 
you will make an excellent grille^ P — they can 
make nothing of him but bouillon — I mean my 
other two friends no ill — fo (hall fend them a re- 
prieve as they adted out of neceffity — not choice 
— My kind refpeds-to Baron d'Holbach, and all 
his houfehold — Say all that*s kind for me to liiy 
other friends — you knc5w how much, dear Fo- 
ley, I am yours^ 

L. STERNE, 

I have not five Loiiis to vapour with in this 
land of coxcombs — My wife's compliments, 

\ 

LETT E R XXXVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 
X)EAR FOLEY, Touloufe, April, i8, 1763. 

I THANK you for your punc- 
tuality in fending me the refcription, and for your 
box by the courier, which came fafe by lad poft. 
— • I was not furprifed much with your account of 
'Lord ^**** being obliged to give way — and for 

the 
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the reft, all follows in courfe. — I fuppofe you will 
endeavour to fifh and catch fomething for yourfelf 
in thefe troubled waters — at leaft I wifli you all a 
reafonable man can wifh for hijnfeif — which is 
•wifliing enough for you. — all the reft is in the brain 
«— Mr. Woodhoufe (whom you know) is alfo here 
— he is a moft amiable worthy man, and I have 
the pleafure of having him much with me — in 
a fhort time he proceeds to Italy. The firft week 
in June, I decamp like a patriarch with my whole 
houfehold, to pitch our tents for three months at 
the foot of the Pyrenean Hills at Bagnieres, 
where I expeft much health and much amufe- 
ment from the concourfe of adventurers from 

all corners of the earth. — Mrs. M fets 

out at the fame time, for . another part of the 
Pyrenean Hills at Courtray — from whence to 
Italy — This is the general plan of operation 
here — except that I have fome thoughts of 
foending the winter at Florence, and croffing 
over with my fttmily to Leghorn by water — 
mnd in April of returning by way of Paris honxe 
•— but this a Iketch only, fqr in all things I aih 
governed by circumftances -r- fo that what is fit 
to be done on Monday, may be very unwife on 
Saturday — On all days of the week, believe me 
yours. 

With unfeigned truth, 

L. STERNE. 

P, S. All compliments to my Parifian friends. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 



TO THE SAME. 
MY DEAR FOLEY, Touloufe, April 19, 1763. 

Last poft my agent wrote 
me word he would fend up from York a bill 
for fourfcore guineas, with orders to be paid 
into Mr. Selwin's hands for me. This he faid he 
would expedite immediately, fo 'tis poffible you 
may have had advice of it — and 'tis poffible alfo 
the money may not be paid this fortnight ; there- 
fore, as I fet out for Bagnieres in that time,, be 
be fa good as to give me credit for the money 
for a few pofts or fo, and fend me either a ref- 
cription for the money, or a draught for it — at 
the receipt of which, we (hall decamp for ten or 
twelve weeks — You will receive twenty pounds 
more on my account, which fend alfo — So 
much for that — - as for pieafure — you have 
it all amongft you at Paris — we have nothing 
here which defer ves the name — I fhall fcarce 
be tempted to fojoum another winter in Touloufe 

— for I cannot fay it fuits my health as I hoped 

— 'tis too moift — and I cannot keep clear of 
agues here — fo that if I ftay the next winter on 
this fide of the water — 'twill be either at Nice 
or Florence — and I ihall return to jEngland in 

April 
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April — Wherever I am, believe me, d^r Fo- 
ley, that I am 

Yours faithfully, 

L.STERNE. 

Madame and Mademoifelle prefent their bed 
compliments — Remember me to all I regard^ 
particularly Meffrs. Panchaud and the reft of 
your houfehold. 
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TO THE SAME, 



Touloufe, May 21, 1763. 

- I TOOK the liberty, three 
weeks ago, to defire you would be fo kind as to 
fend me fourfcore pounds, having received a 
letter the fame poft from my agent, that he 
would order the money to be paid to your cor- 
refpondent in London in a fortnight. — It is 
fome difappointment to me that you have taken 
no notice of my letter, efpecially as I told you 
we waited for the money before we fet out for 
Baghieres — and fo little diftruft had I that fuch 
2& civility would be refufed me, that we have 
adhially had all our things packed up thefe eight 
days, in hourly expeflation of receiving a letter. 
— Perhaps my good friend has waited till he 

heard 



2S4 LETTERS. 

heard the money was paid in Londbn — but you 
might have trufted to my honour — that all 
the cafh in your iron box (and all the bankers in 
£urope put together) could not have tempted 
me to fay the thing that is not. — I hope before 
this you will have, received an account of the mo- 
9ey being paid in London — But it would have 
been taken kindly, if you had wrote me word 
you would tranfmit me the money when you had 
received it, but no fooner : — for Mr. R — of 
Bllontpellier, though I know him not, yet knows 
enough of mi to have given me credit for a 
fortnight for ten times the fum. 

I am, dear F — , your friend 

and hearty well-wifher, 

L. STERNE. 

I faw the family of the H yefterday, 

and afked them if you was in the land of the 
living — they faid yea — for they had juft re- 
ceived.a letter from you. — After all, I heartily 
forgive you — for you have done me a fignal 
fervice i^ mortifying me, and it is this, I am de- 
t^nflined to grow rich upon it. 

Adieu, and God fend you wealth and happinefs 
-— AU compliments to — . Before April next 
I am obliged to revifit your metropolis in my way 
to England. ' 
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LETTER XLL 



TO THE SAME. 



MY DEAR FOLEY, Touloufc, June 9, 1763. 

I THIS moment received 
yours -T- confequently the moment I got it I 
fat down to anfwer it — So much for a logical 
inference. 

Now believe me I had never wrote you fo 
tefty a letter, had I not both loved and efteemed 
you — and it was merely in vindication of the 
rights of friendfhip that I wrote in a way as if 
I was hurt — for negled me in your heart I 
knew you could not, without caufe ; which my 
heart told me I never had — or will ever give 
you : — I was the bed friends with you that ever 
I was in my life, before my letter had got a 
league, and pleaded the true excufe for my 
friend, ^^ That he was^ oppreffed with a multi- 
tude of bufinefs." Go on, my dear F., and 
have but that excufe (fo much do I regard your 
intereft), that I would be content to fuffer a real 
evil without future murmuring — but in truth, 
my difappointment was partly chimerical at the 
bottom, having a letter of credit for two hun- 
dred pounds from a perfon I never faw, by me 
— « but which out of nicety of temper, I would 

not 
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not make any ufe of — I fet out in two days foi^ 
Bagnieres, but direft to me to Brouffe, who will 
forward all my letters. — Dear F — , adieu. — * 
Believe me 

Yours afFedionately, 

L. STERNEr 
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TO THE SAME. 
i!)EAR FOLEY, Touloufe, J one li, 1763. 

Luckily juft before I was 
ftepping into my chaife for Bagnieres, has a 
ftrayed fifty poimd bill found its way to me ; fo 
I have fent it to its lawful owner inclofed — ' My 
noodle of an agent, inflead of getting Mr. Selwin 
tp advife you he had received thg moriey (which 
would have been enough) has got a bill for it, 
and fent it rambling to die furthefl part of France 
^after me ; and if it had not caught me juft now, 
it might have followed me into Spain, for I fhall' 
crofs the Pyreneans, and fpend a week in that 
kingdom, which is enough, for a fertile brain to 
write a volume upon — When I write 'the hif- 
tory of my travels — Memorandum ! I am not 
to forget how honeft a .man I have for a banker 
at Paris — But, my dear friend, when you fay 

you 
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you dar^ truft ^e fpr what little occaiions I may 
have, ymi hav^ 98 much faith as hondly — and 
more of both than <rf good policy* — 1 thaAk 
you however ten thoufand times — • and except 
fuch liberty as I have lately taken wit^ you — 
and that too at a piach -— I fay beyond that I will 
not trefpafs upon your good-nature or friendli-^ 
nefs, to f(prve me. •— God blefc you, dear F-»-, 

I am yours whilfl: 

U STERNE. 
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TO THE SAME. 
DE^Jt FOLEY, Montpellier, O^. 5, 1763. 

I AM afliamed I have not 
taken an opportunity of thanking you before 
oow, for your friendly afik of civility, in order* 
iug Brouffe, your correfpondent at Touloufe, in 
c^ I ihould have pccs^ion, to pay me fifteen 
hundred livres — which, as I knew the <sSer 
cwne from your heart, I made no difficulty of 
acc^Ung. — In my way through Toujoufe t^ 
^Jarfettlfis, wh^re we . have beeti, but neither' 
liking the place npr Ms (particuliirly the latter, 
it being a paxU^mt tp^wn, of which Touloufe 
h^ givw me a furfeit), we have returned here 
where we mail rdide the winter — • My wife and 
vov IV. s daugh- 
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daughter purpcrfe to flay a year at leaft behind m^, 
and whert winter is over, to return to Touloufe, 
or go to Montaaban, where they will ftay till they 
return, or I fetch them — For myfelf, I Ihall 
fet out in February for Enghnd^ where my 
h-eart has been fled fehcfe fix months — • but 
I fhall ftay a fortnight with my fiieAdis at Paris j 
though I verily beJieve, if it was n€>t for the 
pleafure of feeing and chattering with you, I 
Ihould pafs on direftly to BrulTels, and fo on to 
Rotterdam, for the fake of feeing Holland, and 
embark from thence to London — But I muft 
ftay a little with thofe I love and have fo many 
reafons to regard — you cannot place too much of 
this to your own fcore. — I have had an offer of 
gcrnig to Italy a fortnight ago — but I muft like 
my fubjeO: as well as the terms, neither of which 
were to my tnind, — Pray what Englifh hstve 
you at Paris ? where is riiy young friend Mr. 
F — ? We hear of three or four EngBfb fiunilies 
coming to us here — If I can be ferviceable t9 
any . you would ferve, you- have but ta write- 
— Mr. H— has fent my friend W^'s pic- 
tiire — You have feen the original, or I would 
have fent it you — I believe I fhall beg leave to 
get a copy of my own from yours, when I come 
in propria perfona — till when, God blefs you, 
my dear friend, and believe me 

Moft faithftilly yours, 

. L. STSRNI* 

— . - - . ■ - . » »* ; J ' . ".■■'■» 
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LETTER XLIV. 

I 

♦ TO THE SAME, 
^AX VEAK FRIEND, ' MontpeUier, Jan. 5, 1764- 

You fee I cannot pafs 
over the fifth of the month without thinking of 
you, and writing to you — The laft is a periodi- 
cal habit — the firft is from my heart, and I do 
it oftener than I remember — however, from 
both motives together, I maintain I have a right 
to. the pleafure of a fmgle line — be it only to 
tell me how your watch goes — You know how 
much happier it would make me to know that 
all things belonging to you went on well. — Yoii 
are going to have them all to yourfelf (I hear), 
and that Mr. S is true to his firft intention 

of leaving bufinefs — I hope this will enable you 
to acGomplifh yours in a fliorter time, that you 
lE^ay get to your long-wifhed-for retreat of tran- 
quillity and filence — When you have got to 
your fire-fide^ and into your arm-chair (and by 
the bye have anothjer to fpare for a friend), and 
are fo much a fovereign, as to fit in your furred 
cap, if you like it, though I fhould not (for a 
man's. id^s are at leaft^ the cleaner for being 
•di^&d decently), why then it will be a miracle 
if I do not glide in like a ghofl upon you, and 
m a very unghoft-like f^ifluon help you off with 
a bottle of your beft wine. 

8 2 January 
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January 15. — It does not happen every day 
that a letter begun in the moft perfefl: health, 
fhould be concluded in the greateft weaknefs — 
I wifh the vulgar high and low do not fay it 
was a judgment upon me, for taking all this li- 
berty with ghojis — Be it as it may — I took 
a ride, when, the firft part of this was wrote, 
towards Perenas — and returned home in a 
fliivering fit, though I ought to have been in a 
fever, for I had tired my beaft ; and he was as 
unmoveable as Don Quixotte's wooden horfe, 
and my arm was half diflocated in whipping 
him — This, quoth I, is inhuman — No, fays a 
peafant on foot behind me. Til drive him home 
•— fo he laid on his pofteriors, but 'twas need- 
lefs — • as his face was turned towards Mont- 
p^llier, he began to trot. — But to return, this 
fe^er has confined rnie ten days in my bed — I 
have fuffered in this fcuffle with death terribly 

— but unlefs the fpirit of prophecy deceive me 

— I Ihall not die but live — in the mean time, 
dear F. let us live as merrily, but as innocently 
as we can -— It has ever been as good, if not 
"better than a bifliopric to me— and Idefire no 
other — - Adieu, my dear friend, and btlieve me 
yours, L. S. 



. Pleafe to give the inclofed to Mr* T— ^ and 
tell him I thank him cordially fitom my heart for 
iiis great good-wilt: 



s . 



h 
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LETTER XLV. 

TO THE SAME, 
MY CEAR FRIEND. ' Montpellier, Jan. 40 [1764]. 

Hearing by Lord Rcch» 
ford (who in paffing thro* here in his way to 
Madrid has given me a call)," that my worthy 
friend Mr. Fo^ was now at Paris — I have in- 
clofed, a letter to him, which you will prefent in 
courfe, or direft to him. — I fuppofe you are full 
of Englifh ; but in ftiort we are here as if in ano- 
ther world, where unlefs fome ftray'd foul arrives, 
we know nothing of what is going on in yours — • 

Lord G ^r I fuppofe is gone from Paris, or 

I had wrote alfo to him, I know you are as bu» 
fy as a bee, and have few mon^ents to yourfelf — • 
neverthelefs beftow one of them upon an ol4 
fiiend, and write^ me a line — ^ and if Mr. F. is 
too idle, and has ought to fiiy to me, pray write 
a fecond line for him — We had a letter froni 

Mifs P this week, who it feemfi has deeamp'd 

for ever from Paris -^ AH is for the beji — which 
is my general refledion upon many things in this 
world — Well ! I fhall Ihortly come and fbake 
you by the hand in St. Sauveur — if ftill you 
are there. — ? My wife returns to Touloufe, and 
purpofes to fpend the ftimmer at Bagnieres — I 
on the contrary go and vifit my wife, the church 
in Yorkftiire. — We all live the tenger ^-f at leaft 

s 3 the 
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the happier, for having things our own way. — 
This is my conjugal maxim — I own *tis not the 
bcft of maxims — .but I maintain 'tis not the 

word. — Adieu, dear F ^, and believe me. 

Yours with truth. 



LETTER XLVI, 



TO MRS. F 



MontpellJer, FeK i, JJ64, 

I AM preparing, my dear 
Mrs. F. to leave France, for I am heartily tired 
of it — That infipidity there is in French charac- 
ters has difgufted your friend Yorick. I have 
been dangeroufly ill, and cannot think that the 
fharp air of Montpellier has been of fervice to me 
— and fo my phyficians told me when diey had 
me under their hands for above a month — if 
you ftay any longer here. Sir, it will be fetal to 
you — And why, good people, were you not 
kind enough to tell me this fooner ? — After hav- 
ing difcharged them, I told Mrs. Sterne that I 
fhould fet out for England very foon ; but as (he 
choofes to remain in France for two or three 
years, I have no objeftion, except that I wifli my 
girl in England. — The ftates of Languedoc are 
met — 'tis a fine raree-fhow, with the ufual ac- 
companiments of fiddles, b^ars, and pupet-fhows. 
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LETTER XLV. 

TO THE SAME. 
MY DEAR FRIEND. ' Montpellier, Ian. »o [1764]. 

Hearing by Lord Rcch» 
ford (who in pafling thro* here in his way to 
Madrid has given me a call)," that my worthy 
friend Mr. Fox was now at Paris — I have in- 
clofedv a letter to him, which you will prefent in 
courfe, or direft to him. — I fuppofe you are full 
of Englifh ; but in ftiort we are here as if in ano- 
ther world, where unlefs fome ftray'd foul arrives, 
we know nothing of what is going on in yours — • 
Lord G ■ r I fuppofe is gone from Paris, or 
I had wrote alfo to him, I know you are as bu» 
fy as a bee, and have few mon^ents to yourfelf — • 
neverthelefs beftow one of them upon an old 
friend, and write me a line -^ and if Mr. F. is 
too idle, and has ought to fay to me, pray write 
a fecond line for him — We had a letter from 

Mifs P this week, who it feems has decamp'd 

for ever from Paris —^ AH is for the heft — which 
is my general refledion upon many things in this 
world — ^ Well ! I fhall Ihortly qome and fbake 
you by the hand in St. Sauveur — if ftill you 
^u:e there. — r My wife returns to Touloufe, and 
purpofes to fpend the fummer at Bagnieres — - 1 
on the contrary go and vifit my wife, the church 
in Yorkftiire. — We all live the tenger ^^ at leaft 

s 3 the 
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LETTER XLVII. 

TO JMISS STERNE. 
MY DEAR LYPIA, P«n^ May 15, 1 764- 

By this time I fuppofe 
your mother and felf are fixed at Montauban, and 
J therefore diredt to your banker, to be delivered 
to you. '■^ I acquiefced in your Haying in France 
— likewife it was your mother's wiih — but I 
muft tell you both (that unlefs your health had 
not been a plea made ufe of) I fhould have v^ifhed 
you both to return with me. — I haye. fent you 
the Spedators, gnd other books, particularly 
Metaftafio ; but I beg my girl to read the for- 
mer, and only make the latter her amufeinent. — 
I hope you have not forgot my laft requeft, to 
make no friendfhips with the French women — 
not that I think ill of them all, but fom^times wo» 
men of the beft principles are the moft infintiating 
!— nay J am fo jealous of you, that I fhould be 
miferable were I to fee you had the leafl; gjrain 
of coquetry in your compofition. — *• You haye 
enough to do — for I have aUb fent you a guit-? 
tar — and as you have no genius for drawing 
(though you never could be made to believe it), 
pray wafte not your time about it — Remember 
to write to me as to a friend — in fhort whatever 
comes into your little head, an^i then it will be na, 

tural. 
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tural. — If your mother's rheumatifm continues, 
and fhe choofes to go to Bagnieres, tell her not 
to be Hopped for want of money, for my purfe 
fliall be as open as my heart. I have preached 
at the Ambaffador*s chapel — Hezekiah * — - 
(an odd fubjeft your mother will fay) — Therfe 
was a concourfe of all* nations, and religions topw 
— I fliall leave Paris in a few days — I am lodg- 

ed in the fame hotel with Mr. T. ; they are 

good and generous fouls. — Tdl your mother 
that I hope fhe will write to me, and that when 
(he does fo, I may alfo receive a letter from my 
X'ydia. 

Kils your mother from me, and believe me 

Your afFeftionate 



LETTER XLVIII. 

TO MR. FOLEY, 
MY DPAjS. FOLEY, York, Auguft 6, 1764. 

There is a younff lady 
with whom I have fent a letter to you, who will 
^UTive at Pjaris in her way to Italy — her name i^ 
Mifs Tutirig 5 a lady known and loved by the 
^ole kingdom — if you can be of any aid tq 
fjcr in your advice, &e. as to her joiimey, &c, 

♦ gee Seemon XYI|. 

yOU|t 
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your good-nature and politenefs I am fure need no 
fpur from me to do it. — I was forry we were like 
the two buckets of a well, whilft in London, for we 
were ne *r ..: le to be both refident together the 
month I continued in and about the environs. — . 
If I get a cough this winter which holds me three 
days, you will certainly fee me at Paris the week 
following, for now I abandon every thing in this 
world to health and to my friends -'— for the laft 
fermon that I (hall ever preach, was preachM at 
Paris — fo I am altogether an idle man, or ra- 
ther a free one, which is better. I fent, laft port, 
twenty pounds to Mrs. Sterne, which makes a 
hundred pounds remitted fince I got here. — 
You muft pay yourfelf what I owe you out of it 
-— and place the reft to account. — Betwixt this 
and Lady-day next, Mrs. Sterne will draw from 
time to time upon you to about the amount of 
a hundred louis — but not more (I think) — I 
having left her a hundred in her pocket. — But 
you (hall always have money before-hand of mine, 
and {he purpofes to fpend no further than five 
thoufand livres in the year — but twenty pounds 
this way or that makes no difference between us, 
— f- Give my kindeft compliments to Mr. P ■ ■■, 
I have a thouland things to fay to you, and would 
go half-way to Paris to tell them you in your ear. 

— The Mefirs. T ^ H , .&c. and many 

more of your friends with whom I am now^ fend 
their fervices — Mine to all friends — Yours, 
dear F., moft truly. . 

L. STERNE. 
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LETTER XLIX. 

TO J H S T, ESQ. - 

I 

September, 4, 1764. 

Now, my dear, dear An- 
diony — r I do not think a week or ten days play- 
ing the good fellow (at this very time) at Scarbo 
ro.ugh, fo abominable a thing — but if a maa 
could get there cleverly, * and every foul in hi$ 
houfe in the mind to try what could be done in 
furtherance thereof — I have no one to confult 
in this affair — therefore as a man may do worfe 
things, the Englifh of all which is this, that I am 
going to leave a few poor (heep here in'the vsdl- 
demefs for fourteen days — and from pride and 
naughtinefs of heart to go fee what is doing at 
Scarborough — Stedfaftly meaning afterwards 
to lead a new life and flrengthen my faith. — 
Now fome follcs fay there is much company there 
— and fome fay not — and I believe there is nei- 
ther the one or the other — but will be both, if 
the world will have but a month's patience or fo* 

-^- No, my dear H , I did not delay fending 

your letter direftly to the poft. — As there are 
critical times, or rather turns and revolutions in 
♦** humours, I knew not what the delay of an 
hour might hazard — I will anfwer for ^ him, he 
bas feventy times feven forgiven you — and as of- 
ten 



s68 LETTERS. 
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ten wiffiM you at the d — ^1. — After many of- 
cillations the pendulum will reft firm as ever, — 

I fend all kind compliments to Sir C. D 
and G — s. I love them from my foul. — If 
G t is with you, him alfo. — I go on, not ra- 
pidly, but well enough with my uncle Toby's 
amours — There is no fitting, and cudgelling 
one's brains whilft the fun fhines bright — 'twill 
be all over in fix or feven weeks, and there are 
difinal months enow after to endure fuffocation 
hy a brimftone fire-fide. — If you can get to Scar- 
borough do. — A man who makes fix tons of 
allum a week, may do any thing — Lord Gran- 
by is to be there -^^ what a temptation ! 

Yours afFetftionately, 

L. STERNE, 



LETTER L, 



TO THE SA1V|E. 



MY PEAR COUSIN, Coxwould — 1 burfday. \Sepu 1 764.5 

I AM but this moment re* 
turned from Scarborough, where I have been 
drinking the waters ever fince the races, and have 
received maryellpus ftrength, had I not debilitat- 
ed it as feft as I got it, by playing the good fel- 
low with Lord Granby and Co. too much. I re- 
joice you have been encamp'd at Harrowg^te, 

14 from 
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from which, by now, I fuppofe you are decamp'd 
— otherwife as idle a beaft as I have been, I 

would have facrificed a few days to the god of 

■ 

laughter with you and your jolly fet. — I have 
done nothing good that I know of, fince I left 
ydu, except paying off your guinea and a half 

to K , in my way thro' York hither — I 

mufl try now and do better — Go on and prof- 
per for a month. 

Your affedionate 

r ^ 

L. STEtlNS. 



LETTER LI. 

TO MR. FOLEY, AT PARIS. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, York, September 2% X764. 

I HAVING juft had the 
honour of a letter from Mifs Tuting, full of 
the acknowledgments of your attention and kind 
fcrvices to her, I will not believe thefe arofe from 
the D. of A— — — *s letters, nor mine. Surely^ 
needed no recommendation — the trueft and moft 
-honeft compliment I can pay you is to fay they 
came from your own good heart, only you was 
intaxduced to the objeft — for the reft foHowedlii 
courfe — However let me caft in my mite di 
thanks to the treafury which belongs to good na- 

tured aftions. I have b^en with Lord G — y 
thefe three weeks 'at Scarbof 6ugh -^ thfe plea- 

^ ' fures 
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fures of which I found fomewhat mort exalted 
than thofe of Bagnieres laft year. — I am now 
returned to my Philofophical Hut to finifh Trit 
tram, which I calculate will be ready for the 
world about Chriflmas, at which time I decamp 
from hence, and fix my head-quarters at London 
for the winter — unlefs my cough puflies me 
forwards to your Metropolis -— or that I can 
perfuade fome gros my Lord to take a trip to you 

— ril try if I can make him relifh the joys of 
of the Thuillcriesj Opera Comique^ ^c. 

I had this week a letter from Mrs. Sterne from 
Montauban, in which fhe tells me fhe has occa- 
fion for fifty pounds immediately — Will you 
fend an order to your cooFefpondent at Montau- 
ban to pay her fo much cafh — and I will in 
three weeks fend as much to Becket — But as 
her purfe is low, for God's fake write diredly. 

— Now you muft do fomething equally effential 
— - to redify a miflake in the mind of your corref- 
pondent there, who it feems gave her a hint not 
long ago, '^ that Jhe was feparated from me for 
lif^* — Now as this is not true in the firfl place, 
and may give a difadyantageous impreflion of her 
to thofe fhe lives amongfl — 'twould be imnier- 
ciful to let her, or my daughter, fuffer by it ; 

— fo do be fo good as to undeceive him — 
for in ji year or two fhe propofes (and iodeed I 
expefl: it with impatience from her) to rejoin me 

— and tell thiem I* have all the confidence .in 
the world ihe will not fpend morQ than I can 

5 , aflford. 
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afford, and I only mentioned two hundred gui^ 
neas a year — becaufe 'twas right to name fome 
certain fum, for which I begged you to give her 
oredit. — I write to you of all my mofl inti- 
mate concerns, as to a brother : fo excufe me, 
dear Foley. God blefs you — Believe me 

Yours affedionately, 

L.STERNE. 

I 

Compliments to Mr. Panchaud, D'Holbach, 
&c* 



#: 
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TO THE SAME. 



My mar friend, York, Nov. 1 1, 1 764. 

I SENT ten days ago, a bank 
bill of thirty pounds to Mr, Becket, and this 
po((b one of fixty — When I get to London, 
which will be in five weeks, you will receive what 
{hall always keep you in bank for Mrs. Sterne ; 
in the mean time I have defirecf Becket to fend 
you fourfcore pounds, and if niy wife, before I 
get to London, ihould have occafion for fifty 
lou^, let her not wait a minute, and if I have 
.not paid it, a week _ or a fortnight I know will 
break no fquares with a good and worthy friend. 
— I will contrive to fend you thefe two new 
volumes of Triftram, as foon as ever I get them 

from 
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from the prefs, — You will read as odd a tour 
through France as ever was projefted or executed 
by traveller, or travel-writers, fince the world 
began — 'Tis a laughing good-tempered ladre 
againft travelling (as puppies travel) — Panchaud 
will enjoy it — I am quite civil to your Parifians 
— et pour caufe you know — 'tis likely I may 
fee them in fpring — Is it poflible for you to get 
me over a copy of my pidure any how ? If fo, I 
would write to Mademoifelle N — - to make as 
good a copy frpm it as (he poffibly could --^ 
with a view to do her fervice here — and I 
would remit her the price — I really believe it 
would be the parent of a dozen portraits to her, 
if fhe executes it with the fpirit of the original in 
your hands — for it will be feen by many -J*^ 
and as my phiz is as remarkable as myfelf, if 
fhe preferves the true charafter of both, it will 
do her honour and fervice too. — Write me a 
line about this, and tell me you are well a^d 
happy — Will you prefent my kind refpe£ts to 
the worthy Baron — I fliall fend him one of the 
beft impreffions of my pifture from Mr. Rey- 
nolds's — another to Monfieur P ■ My 

love to Mr. S ' n and F d . 

I am moft truly yours. 
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LETTER LIIL 

TO J H S , ESQ. 

DEAR DEAR COUSIN, Nov* 13, 1764. 

'Tis a church militant 
week with me, full of marches, and counter- 
marches — and treaties about Stillington com- 
mon, which we are going to inclofe — other- 
wife I would have obeyed your funmions — and 
yet I could not well have done it this week, 
neither having received a letter from C — , who 
has been very ill ; and is coming down to ftay 
a week or ten days with me — Now I know he 
is ambitious of being better acquainted with you ; 
and longs from his foul for a fight of . you in 
your own caftle. — I cannot do otherwife than 
bring him with me — nor can I gallop away and 
leave him an empty houfe to pay a vifit to from 
London, as he comes half ej^prefs to fee me. — 
I thank you for the care of my northern vintage 
— I fear after all I muft give it a fermentation 
on the other fide of the Alps, which is better 
than being on die lees with it — but nous ver- 
roils — yet I fear as it has got fuch hold of my 
brain, and comes upon it like an armed man 
at nights — I muft give way for quietnefs fake, 
or be hag-ridden with the conceit of it all 
my life long — I liave been Mifsmddcn this 

VOL, IV. T laft 
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laft week by a couple of romping girls (^bien mifes 
et comme il faui) who might as well have been 
in ^the houfe with me (though perhaps not, my 
retreat here is too quiet for them), but they have^ 
taken up all my time, and have given my judg- 
ment and fancy more airings than they wanted. 
— Thefe things accord not well with fermon- 
making — but 'tis my vile errantry, as Sancho 
fays, and that is all that can be made of it. — 1 
truft all goes fwimmingly on with your alum} 
that the works amufe you, and call you twice out 
(at lead) a day. — I fhall fee them I truft in ten 
days, or thereabouts — If it was any way poffible, 
I would fet out this moment, though I have no 
cavalry — {except ajhe afs). Give all friendly 
refpefts to Mrs. C. and to Col. H — 's, and the 
garrifon both of Guilbro and Skelton. — I am, 
dc ar Anthony, 

Affedlionately your^, 

L. STBRNB. 
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LETTER LIV. 

TO MR. FOLEYj AT ^. 
MY DEAk FBJEMD, York, November x6, 1764. 

Three poib before I had 
the favour of yours (which is come to hand thia 
moment) I had wrote to fet Mrs* Sterne right in 
her miftake — That you had any money of mine 
in your hands — being very fenfibie that the 
hundred pounds I had fent you, through Becket's 
hands, was but about what would balance with you 

— The reafon of her error was owing to my writ- 
ing her word, I would fend you a bill in a poft or 
two for fifty pounds, which, iny finances falHn^ 
fliort juft then, I deferred -— fo Uiat I had paid no^ 
thing to any one --i- but was, however, come tq 
York this day, and I have fent you a draught for 
a hundred pounds -r^ in honeft truth, a fortnight 
ago I had not the caih -~ but I am as honeft as 
the king (as Sancho Panca fays), only notfg richm 

Therefore if Mrs. Sterne Ihould want thiKy 
louis more, let her have them — and I will ba- 
lance all (which will not be much) with honour 
at Chriftmas, .when I ihall be in London, having 
now juft finifhed my two volumes of Triffaam. — 
I have fome thoughts of going to Italy this year 

— at leaft I fliall not defer it above another, -^r — • 
J have been with Lord Granby^ and wkh Lord 

T a Sbe{« 
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Shelbume, but am now fat down till December 
in my fweet retirement, — I wifh you was fat 
down as happily, and as free of all worldly cares 
■ In a few years, my dear F., I hope to fee 

you a real country gentleman, though not alto- 
gether exiled from your friends in London — 
there I fliall fpend every winter of my life, in the 
£une lap of contentment, where I enjoy myfelf 
now — and wherever I go — we muft bring three 
parts in four of the treat along with us — In ihort, 
we muft be happy within — and then few things 
without us make much difference — This is my 
Shandean philofophy. — You will read a comic 
account of my journey from Calais, through 
Paris, to the Garonne, in thefe volumes — my 

friends tell me they ai^ done with fpirit it 

muft fpeak for itfelf. — Give my kind refpeds to 
Mr« Selwin and my friend Panchaud «— — When 
you fee Baron d'Holbach, prefent him my re- 
fpeds, and believe me, dear F., 

Yours cordially, 

JL. STERNS. 
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LETTER LV, 

TO l^AVID .GAllRIGK, ESQ. 

*DEAR GARRICK, London, March i6, 1765. - 

i THREATENED yOU with 

a letter in one T wrote a few we^s ago to Foley, 
but (to my fhame be it fpoken) I lead fiich a Itfe 
of diffipation I have never had a moment to myf 
felf which has not been broke in upon, by one 
engagement or impertinence or another — and as 
plots thicken towards the latter end of a piefce, I 
find, unlefs I take pen and ink juft now, I fhali 
not be aJDle to do it, till dther I am got into the 
country, or you to the city. You are teized and 
tonnented too much by your correfpondents to 
return to us, and with accounts haw much your 
friends, and how much your Theatire wants you 
— fo that I will not magnify either our lofs or 
yours -rr but hope cordially tp fee you foon. — 
Since I wrote laft I have frequently ftept into your 
houfe — that is, as frequently as I could take the 
whole party where I dined along with me — *• This 
wa^ but juftice to you, as I walked in as a wit — 
but with regard to myfelf, I balanced the account 
thus — I am fometimes in my friend ——'s 
houfe, but he is always in Triftram Shandy's — 
where my friends fay he will continue (and I hope 
the prophecy true for my own immortality), even 
jwhen he himfelf is no more. 

T 3 Iljaye 
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i hate had a lucrative winter's campaign h^e 
— Shandy fells well — I api taxing the public 
yrith two more volumes of Sermons, which will 
more than dpuble the gains of Shandy — It goes 
into the world with a prancing lift de tqute l(i no^ 
hlejfe — which will bring me in t|iree hundred 
pounds, exclufive of the fale of the copy — fp 
^at with all the contempt of money which ma 
fagon de penfer has ever impreffed on n^e, I fhall 
|)e rich in fpite of myfelf : but I fcorn, you muft 
|aiow, in the high ton I take at prefent, to pocke^ 
idl this trafh — 1 fet out to lay a portion of it out 
in the fervice of the world, in a tour round Italy, 
where I fhall fpring game or the deuce is in the 
dice. — In the beginning of September \ quit 
England, that I may avail myfelf of the time of 
vintage, when all nature is joyous, ^d fo faunter 
philofophically for a year or fo, on the other fide 
the Alps. — I hope your pilgriinages have brought 
Mrs. Garrick and yourfelf back a lafieur dejeu^ 
nejfe — • May you both long feel the fweet§ of it, 
and your friends with yo\^ — Do, dear friend, 
make my kindefl wifhes and compliments accepts 
able to the befl and wifefl of the daughters of Eve 
?— You fhall ever believe, and ever find me aflFec- 
^onately yours, 

t. STERNE. 
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LETTER LVL 



TO THE SAME. 

Bath, April 6, 176^. 

I scaijP you ! my dear 
Garrick ! my dear friend ! foul befal the man 
vrho hurts a hair of your head ! and fo full w^ I 
of that Very fentiment, that my letter had not' 
been put into the poft-office ten minutes, before 
my heart fmote me ; and I fent to recal it — but 
failed — you are fadly to blame, Shandy ! for 
this, quoth I, leaning witb my head on my hand, 
as I recriminated upon my falfe delicacy in the 
afFau* — Garrick's nerves (if he has any left) are 
as fine and delicately fpun as thy own — his fen- 
timents as honeft and friendly — thou fcnoweft. 
Shandy, that he loves thee — why wilt thou ha- 
zard him a moment's pain ? Puppy ! fool, cox- 
comb, jack-afs, &c. &c. — and fo I balanced 
the account to your favour, before I received it 
drawn up in your way — I fay your way — for it 
is n,ot ftated fo mugh to your honour and credit, 
as I had paffed the account before — for it was a 
moft lamented truth that I never received one of 
the letters your friendfliip meant me, except 
whilft in Paris — Oh ! how I congratulate you 
for the anxiety the world has, and continues to 

T 4 be 
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be under for your return — Return, return to 
the few who love you, and the thoufands who ad* 
mire you, — The moment you fet your foot upon 
•you ftage — mark ! I tell it you — by fome ma- 
gic irrefifted power, every, fibre about your heart 
will vibrate afrefli, and as ftrong and feelingly as 
ever — Nature, with glory at her back, will 
light up the torch within you — and there is 
enough of it left to heat and enlighten the world 
thefe many, many, many years. 

Heaven be praifed ! (I utter it from my foul) 
that your lady, and my Minerva, is in a condi- 
tion to walk to Windfor — full rapturoufly will 
I lead the graceful pilgrim to the temple, where 
I will facrifice with the pureft incenfe to her — » 
but you may worfhip with me, or not — 'twill 
make no difference either in the truth or warmth 
of my devotion — ftill (after all I have feen) I 
ftill maintain her peerlefs. 

Powel ! good Heaven ! give me fome one with 
lefs fmoke and more fire — There are who, like 
the Pharifees, flill think they fhall be heard for 
much fpeaking — Come — come away, my dear 
Garrick, and teach us another lefTon. 

Adieu ! — I love you dearly — and your lady 
better — not hobbihorfically — but mofl fenti- 
mentally and aflFedlionately — for I am yours 
(that is, if you never fay another word about 

i ) with all the fentiments of love and friend- 

Ihip you deferve from me, 

L. STERNA. 
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. LETTER LVII, 

TO MR. FOLEY. 
MY DEAR FOLEY, Bath, April 15, 1765, 

My wife tells me Ihe has 
drawn for one hundred pounds, and ^tis fit that 
you (hould be paid it that minute — the money 
is now in Becket's hands ^— fend me, my dear 
Foley my account, that I may difcharge the ba- 
lance to this time, and know what to leave in 
your hands — I have made a good campaign of 
it this year in the field of the literati — my two 
volumes of Triftram, and two of Sermons, whidi 
I fhall print very foon, will bring me a confident- 
ble fum. — Almoft all the nobility in England 
honour me with their names, and 'tis thought it 
will be the largeft and moft fplendid lift which 
ever pranced before a book, fince fubicriptions 
came into faihion. — Pray prefent my moft fin- 
cere compliments to Lady H ^ whofe name I 

hope to infert with many others. — As fo many 
men of genius favour me with their names alfo, 
I will quarrel with Mr, Hume, arid call him 
Deift, and what not, unlefs I have his name too. 
r-^ My love to Lord W . Your name, Fo- 
ley, I have put in as a free-will offering of my 
labours — your lift of ful>fcribers you will fend 
— *tis but a crown for fixteeri fermons — Dog 

cheap ! 
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cheap ! but I am in queft of honour not mcmey. 
— Adieu, adieu, — b^eve me, dear Foley, 

Yours truly, 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER LVIII. 

TO MR. W. 

Coxwonld, May 13, 1765. 

At this moment I am 
(ttiilg in my fummeir-houfe with my head and 
heart full, not of my Uncle Toby's amours with 
the widow Wadman, but my fermons — and 
your letter has drawn me out of a penfive mood 
— the fpirit of it pleafeth me — but in this foli- 
tude, what can I tell or write to you but about 
myfelf — I am glad that you are in love — 'twill 
cure you at leaft of the fpleen, which has a bad 
cffeft on both man and woman — I myfelf muft 
ever have fome Dulcinea in my head — it har- 
monizes the foul — and in thofe ^afes I firft en- 
deavour to make the lady believe fo, or rather I 
begin firft to make myfelf believe that I am in 
love — but I carry on my affairs quite in the 
French way, fentimentally — ** ramour^' (fay 
they) ** n^ejl rien fans fentimenf^ — Now not- 
vathftanding they make fuch a pother about the 
word^ they have no precife idea annexed to it 

^And 
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•»— And fo much for that fame fubjeft called 
love. — I muft tell you how I have juft treated a 
t'rench gentjetnan of fortune in France, who . 
took a liking to my daughter — Without any 
ceremony (having got my direftion from my 
wife^s banker) he wrote jme word that he was in 
Jove with my daughter, and deflred to know 
w\\2X fortune I would give her at prefent, and 
how much at my death — by the bye, I think 
there was very little fentiment on bis fide — My 
^nfwer was, ** Sir, I ihall give her ten thou- 
fand pounds the day of marriage — my calcula- 
tion is as follows — Ihe is not eighteen, you are 
fixty-two — there goes five" thoufand pounds 
— then. Sir, you at leaft think her not ugly -— • 
(he has many accompliihments, fpeaks Italian, 
French, plays upon the guitar, and as I fear 
you play upon no inftrument whatever, I think, 
you will be happy to take her at my termSj for 
liere finifhes the account of the 'ten thoufand, 
pounds/' — I do not fuppofe but he will take 
this as I mean, that is — a flat refiifal. — I have 
h^d a parfonage houfe burnt down by the care- 
Jeflhefs of my curate^s wife • — as foon as I can I 
muft rebuild it, I trow^ — but I lack the means 
^t prefent — yet I am never happier than when 
I have not a Ihilling in my pocket — fpr when 
J have I can never call it my own. -r- Adieu, 
my dear friend -r- may you enjoy better health 
than nie, tho' |iot better fpirits, for that is im* 
pofliblef Yours fincerely, 

L, STERNE. 

;^ly compliments to the Col, 
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LETTER LIX, 

TO MR. FOLEY, AT PARIS. 
MY DEAR SIR, York, July 13, 1765. 

I WROTE feme time in fpring, 
to beg you would favour me with my account. 
I believe you was 'fet out from Paris, and that Mr. 
Garrick brought the letter with him — which 
poffibly he gave you. In the hurry of your bufi- 
nefs you might forget the contents of it ; and in the 
hurry of mine in town (though I called once) I 
could not get to fee you. I decamp for Italy in 
September, and fhall fee your face at Paris, you 
may be fure — - but I fhall fee it with more j^ear 
fure when I am out of debt — which is your own 
fault, for Becket has had money left in his hands 
for that purpofe. — Do fend Mrs. Sterne her two 
laft volumes of Triftram ; they arrived v^th yours 
in Spring, and fhe complains fhe has not got 
them — My beft fervices to Mr. Panchaud. — 
I am bufy compofing two volumes of fermons — 
they will be printed in September, though I fear 
not time enough to bring them with me* Your 
name is amongft the lift of a few of my honorary 
fubfcribers — who fubfcribe for love. — If you fee 
Baron d'Holbach, and Diderot, prefent myrefpefls 
to them — If the Baron v/ants any Englifh books 

he 



he win let me know, and I will bring them with 
me — Adieu. 

I am truly yours, 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER LX, 



TO THE SAME. 



DEAR SIR, London, oaober 7, 1765. 

It is a terrible thing to 
be in Paris without a perriwig on a man's head ! 
In feven days from the date of this, I fhould b^ in 
that cafe, unlefs you tell your neighbour Madame 
Requiere to get her bon mart de me faire un pe^ 
ruque a bourfe^ au mieux — c^ejl-a-dire — une la 
plus extraordinaire — la plus jolie — la plus gen^ 
tille — et la plus — 

— Maisqu^importe? f ai P honneur d^ eire grand 
critique — et bien difficile encore dans^ les affaires 
de peruques — and in one word, that he gets it 
done in five days after notice — 

I beg pardon for this liberty, my dear friend, 

and for the trouble of forwarding this by the very 

next poft. — If my friend Mr. F. is in J^aris, my 

^nd love to him, and refpefts to all others -^ in 

fad hafte — 

Yours truly, 

L. STERNE. 

10 Ijttave 
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I baye paid into Mr. Becket'^ hands fix 
hundred pounds^ which you may draw upon at 
fight, according as either Mrs. Sterne or myfelf 
make it expedient. 



LETTER LXI. 

TO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS. 
DEAR SIR> Beau Point Voifin, November 7, 1765. 

I FORGOT to delire you to 
forward ^Tiatever letters came to your hand to 
your banker at Rome, to wait for me againft I 
get there, as it is uncertain how long I may flay 
at Turin, &c. &c. at prefent I am held prifoner 
in this town by the fudden fwelling of two pitiful 
rivurets from the fnows melting on the Alps — 
fo that we cannot either advance to them, or 
retire back again to Lyons — for how long the 
gentlemen who are my fellow-travellers, and 
myfelf, fhall languifli in this ftate of vexatious 
captivity, heaven and earth furely know ; for it 
rains as if they were coming together to fettle the 
matter, -r- I had an agreeable journey to Lyons, 
and a joyous time there; dining and Tupping 
every (Jay at the commandant*s — Lord F. W» 
I left there, and about a dozen Englifh — If you 
fee Lord Offory, Lord William Gordon, and my 
friend Mr. Crawford, remember me to them — ▼ 
if' Wilkes is at Paris yet, I fend him all kind 

14 wiflie^ 
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wifties — prefent my compliments as well as 
thanks to my good friend Mifs P — , and believe 
me, dear Sir, with all truth, yours, 

I- STERNE. 



LETTER LXII. 

TO THE SAME. 
DEAR SJR, Tur'n, Nowember 15, 1765. 

After many difficulties I 
have got here fafe and found — tho' eight days 
in paffing the mountains of Savoy* — I am (lopped 
here for ten days by the whoie country betwixt 
here and Milan being Idid imder water by con- 
tinual rains — - but I am very happy, and have 
found my way into a dozen houfes already — 
To-morrow I am to be prefented to the Kinjj, 
and when that ceremony is over, I Ihall have my 
hands full of engagements — No Englifli here 
but Sir James Macdonaid, who meets with much 
refped, and Mr. Ogilby. We are all together, 
arid (hall depart in peace together — — My kind 
fervices to all, pray forward the inclofed — 

Yours moil truly, 

L. STERNE* 



I 
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LETTER LXm. 

TO THE SAME. 

I 

D£AR SIR, Turin, November 28, 176/. 

I AM juft leaving this place 
with- Sir James Macdonald for Milan, &c. — We 
have fpent a joyous fortnight here, and met with 
all kinds of honours — and with regret do we 
both bid adieu — but health on my fide — and 
good fenfe on his — fay 'tis better to be at Rome 
— you fay at Paris — but you put variety out of 
the queftion — I intreat you to iForward the 
inclofed^ to Mrs. Sterne — My compliments to 
all friends, more particularly to thofe I moft value 
(that includes Mr. F. if he is in Paris). 

I am yours mofl truly, 

JL. STERNE. 



LETTER LXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 
DEAR SIR, Florence, December 18, 1765. 

I HAVE been a month paffing 
the plains of Lombardy — flopping in my way 
at Milan, Parma, Placenza, and Bologna. — with 
weather as delicious as a kindly April in England, 

>an(l 
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and have been three days in croffing a part of the 
Apennmes covered with thick fnow — Sad tran- 
fition ! • — t ftay here three days to dine with our 
Plenipo Lords T d and C — -^r, and in five 
days fhall tre^'d the Vatican, and be ihtroduced to 
all the Saints in the Pantheon; — 1 flay but four- 
teen days to pay thefe civilities, and then decan^p 
jFor Naples. — Pray feiid the inclofed to my wife, 
iand Becket's letter to London. 

Yours truly, 

h. ST£RN£» 



Better lxv. 



to MiSS STEkNEi 



mV dear girl, Naples, February 3, 1766. 

Your letter j my Lydia, has,, 
made kie both laugh and cry. > — • Sorry am I that 
you are both fo affifted with the agiie j tod by all ^ 
means t wifli you both to fly froni Tours, becaufe^. 
I remember it is fittiated between tWo rivers, la 
Loire, iaild le Cher -— Which muft occafion fogs, . 
and damp unwholefothe weather — therefore for . 
the faipe I'eafon go not to Bourges en BreflTe — 
*tis as vile a place for agues. *^ I find myfelf infi- 
nitely better than I was — and hope to have 
added at lead ten years to my life by Ais journey ' 
to Italy -^ the climate is heavenly, and I fin4 
VOL. IV. u nevir 
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new principles of health in me, which I have 
been long a ftranger to — but truft me, my Lydia, 
I will find you out, wherever you are, in May. 
Therefore I beg you to direfl: to me at BellcMii's 
at Rome, that I may have fome idea where you 
will be then. — The account you give me of 

Mrs. C is truly amiable, I {hall ever honour 

her — Mr. C. is a diverting companion — what 
he faid of your little French admirer was truly 

droll — the Marquis de is an impoftor, 

and not worthy of your acquaintance — - he only 
pretended to know me, to get introduced to yoiu: 
mother — I defire you will get your mother to 
write to Mr. C. that I may difcharge every debt, 
and then, my Lydia, if I live, the produce of mj 
pen fhall be yours — if fate referves me not that 

— the humane and good, part for thy father^s 
fake, part for thy own, will never abandon thee ! 

— If your mother's health will permit her to 
return with me to England, your fummers I will 
render as agreeable as I can at Coxwould — your 
winters at York — you know my publications 
call me to London. — If Mr. and Mrs. C — are 
ftill at Touj^, thank them from me for their 
cordialfty to my wife and daughter. I have pur- 
chafed you tovae little trifles, which I fhall give 
you when we meet, as proofs of affection from 

Your &nd father, 

U STJERNE^ 
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LRTtER LXVI. 

TO J ■ ■ H S-*— , ESQ. 

MY DEAR H. Naples, Feb. 5, 1766. 

'Tis an age fince I have 
heard from you — but as I read the Londoii 
Chronicle, and find no tidings of your death, or 
that you are even at the point of it, I take it as 
I wilh it, that you have got over thus much of 
the winter free from the damps, both of climate 
and fpirits ; and here I am, as happy as a king 
after all, growing fat, ileek, and well liking — - 
not improving in ftature, but in breadth. — We 
have a joHy carnival of it — nothing but-operas 
^ — punchinelloes — ^. fefUnoes and mafquerades 
— We (that is, nous autresj are all dreffing out 
for one this night at the Princefs Francavivalla, 
which is to be fuperb. — The Englifh dine with ' 
her (exclufive), and fo much for fmall chat — - 
except that I faw a little comedy aded laft week 
with more exjpreflion and fpirit, and true chara£ter, 
than I (hall fee one haftily again. -^ I ftay here 
till the holy week, which I Ihall pafs at Rom^ 
where I occupy myfelf a month — My plah waft 
to have gone from thence for a fortnight to Flo- 
rence •— and then by Leghorn to Marfeilies 
direftly home ^ but am diverted from tfai$ \xf 
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the repeated propofals of accompanying a geti^ 
tleman, who is returning by Venice, Vienna^ 
Saxony, Berlin, and fo by the Spaw, and thence 
through Holland to England — 'tis with Mr. E* 
I have known him thefe threef years, and have 
been v^dth him ever fince I reached Rome j and 
as I know him to be a good-hearted young gen- 
tleinan, I have no doubt of making it anfwer 
both his views and mine — at leaft I am per- 
fuaded we fliall return home together, as we fet 
oiit, with frieniifhip and good-wilL -— Write your 
next letter to m6 at Rome, and do me the fol- 
lowing favour if it Ues in your way, which I 
think it does «^ to get me ^ letter of recom- 
mendation to our Ambaffador (Lord Stormont) 
. at Vienna* I have not the honour to be known 
to his Lordftiip, but Lords P-r— — or H — — j or 
twenty you better* know, would write a certificate 
for me^ importing, that f am hot fallen out of 
the clouds. If this will eoft my cotifin little 
frpuble, do inclofe it in your next letter to me 
at Belloni^s. — You have left.Skelton I trow 
a month, and I fear have hid a ftioft fliarp 
\^l:erj.if one may judge of it from the feverity 
of the weather, here^ and ail, over Italy, which 
excee4ed .any jthiiig known till within thefe, three 
iveeks, that the fun has been as hot a^ we could 
bgar. it, -:r-jGive^ my kind fervictes to nly friends 
— ^p^ciai^ , to.the^ ioiifehold -of faith — my 

dear: Carifin^ "7"-^. Q^^l^^^rr— . ^<^ ^^ worthy 

Colondl -^. to > Gaj:<£nal S*-— *^-^o my fellow- 

* , labourer 
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labourer Pantagruel -rr dear coufm Antony, 
receive my kui4efl love and wifhes. • 

Ypurs affigftionately^ . 

, ,. X. STERNE^ 

« 

P. S. Upon fecond thoughts, direft your 
pext to me at Mr. W. banker at Venice, 



J. E T T E R LXVII/ 

TO MR. FOJL^EY, AT PARIS. 
DEAR SIR, Naples, February ^1^766^ 

I DESIRE Mrs. Sterne may 
Jiave what cafh fhe wants — if fhe has not re? 
ceived it before now : fhe fen4s me word (he ha$ 
l?een in want of c^fli thefe three wee^s -t- be fp 
land as to prevent this i^neafinefs to her — r which 
is doubly fo to me, — I have made very little ufe 
of your letters of credit, having fince I left Paris 
taken up no more money than about fifty louis at 
Turin, as much at Rome • — and a few ducats 
here -r-r and as I now travel from hence to Rome, 
Venice, through Vienna to Berlin, &c. with a 
gentleman of fortune, I fhall draw for little more 
till my retiim *-- fo you will have always enough 
to fpare for my wife. '--?- The beginning of March 
be fo kind as to let her have a hundred pounds to 
bcjgin her year with — 

u 3 There 
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There are a good many EnglUh )icre, very 
few in Rom^ or other parts of Italy. — The 
air of Naples agrees very well with me — - 1 fhall 
return fat — my friendfhip to all who honour 
me with thdrs — Adieu, my dear frieid — I 
am ever yours, 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER LXVIII. 

TO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARI^. 
DEAR SIR» Naples, February 14, 1766. 

1 WROTE laft week to you to de- 
fire you would let Mrs. Sterne have what mo- 
ney £he wanted — it may happen, as that letter 
went inclofed in one to her at Tours, that you 
will receive this firft — I have made little ufe of 
your letters of credit, as you will fee by that let- 
ter, nor Ihall I want much (if any) till you fee 
me, as I travel now in company with a gentle- 
man — however, 2s we return by Venice, Vien- 
na, Berlin, &c. to the Spaw, I fhould be glad 
if you will, draw me a letter of credit upon fome 
one at Venice, to the extent of fifty louis — but 
I am perfuaded I ihall not want half of them 
•— however, in cafe of ficknefs or accidents, one 
would notgofo long a rout without money in one^s 
pocket. — The bankers here are not fo confcien- 
tious as my fiiend P. they would make me pay 
jtwelve per cent, if I was to get a letter h»e« -jt I 

beg 
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beg your letters, &c. may be inclofed to Mr. Wat- 
fon at Venice — where we fhall be in the Afcenfi- 
on. — I have received much benefit from die air of 
Naples —but quit it; to be at Rome before thp ho- 
ly week. — • There are about five and twenty En- 
glifli here — but moft of them will be decampM 
in two months — there are fcarce a third of 
the number at Rome, I fuppofe therefore that 
Paris is full — my warmeft wifhes attend you — 
with my love to Mr. F. and compliments to all 
•— I am, dear Sir, very faithfully, 

Yours, 

L. STERNE. 

Sir James Macdonald is in the houfe with me, 
and is juft recovering a long and moft cruel fit 
of the rheumatifm. 



LETTER LXIX. 

TO J H S ■ , ESQ, 

DEAR ANTONY, May %s\ near Dijon [1766]. 

My defire of feeing both 
my wife and girl has tumM me out of my road 
towards a delicious Chateau of the Countefs of 

M , where I have been patriarching it 

thefe feven (days with her ladyfhip, and half a 
dozen of very handfome and agre^Ie ladies — 

u 4 her 
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her ladyihip l^as the beft of hearts — r a valuable 
prefent not given to every one. To-naprrow with 
regret, I Ihall quit, this agreeable circle, and poft 
It night and day to Paris, where I fhall arrive 
in two days, and juft wind myfelf up when I am 
there, enough to roll on to Calais — fq I hope 
to fup with you the king's birth-day, according 
to a plan of (ixteen days (landing, -r- Never 
man has been fuch a wildgoofe chace after a wife 
as I have been — after having fovight her in five 
pr fix different towns, I found her at laft in 
franche Compie — Poor woman ! flie was very 
cordial, &c. and begs to flay another year or fo 
— my Lydia pleafes me much — I found her 
greatly improved in every thing I wifhed her 
-^ I am mofl unaccountably well, and moft un- 
accountably nonfenfical — 'tis at leafl a proof 
of good fpirits, which is a fign and token given 
me in thefe latter days, that I mufl take up again 
the pen — 1 1n faith, I think I fhall die with it 
in my hand, l^ut I (hall live thefe ten years, my 
Antony, notwithftanding the fears of my wife, 
whom I left mofl melancholy on that account,- 
This is a delicious part of the woyld ; mofl ce- 
leflial weather, and we lie all day, without damps, 
upon the grafs — and that is the whole of it, 
except the inner man (for her ladyfhip is not 
ftingy of her wine) is infpired twice a day with 
the befl Burgundy that grows upon the moun-* 
tains which terminate our lands here. — Surely 
you will^not have decamped to Crazy Caftle l^ore 

I reach 



\ rejtch iovfti -— The fummer here is fet in in 
good eameft — 'tis more than we can fay for 
Yorkfliire — I hope to hear a good tale of your 
jilijm-works — have yoij no, other works in 
hand ? I do not expeft to hear from you, fo Go4 
profpey you — juid all your undertakings. - — I 
^m, my dear coufin^ 

Moft j^ifeftion^tely ypurs, * 

L. STERNE, 

Rememljer me to Mr. G— — , Cardinal 
g J ^ the CoL &c. &c. &q 



J.ETTEII LXX. 

TO MR.. PANCHAIJD AT PARIS, 

* 

pEAR SIR, York, June »8, 1766, 

I WROTE laft week to Mr, 
Becket to difch^ge the balance due to you —« 
pnd I have received a letter from him, telling 
me that if you will dra^y upon him for one him-? 
dred and fixty pounds, he will punftually pay 
it to your order — fo fend the draughts when 
you pleafe. — Mrs. Sterne writes me word Ihe 
wants fifty pounds — which I defire you will 
Jet her have. — I will take care to remit it tq 
your correfpondent — ^ I have fuch an entire confi- 
dence in my wife, that flie fpends as little as flie 
can, though (he is confined to no particular fum 

— her 
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— • her expences^ will not exceed three hundred 
pounds a year, unlefs by, ill health or a journey 

— and I am very willing fhe Ihould have it — 
and you may rely in cafe it ever happens that fhe 
(hould draw for fifty or a hundred pounds extra- 
ordinary, that it and every demand fhall be punc- 
tually paid — and with proper thanks ; and for 
this the whole Shandean family are ready to (land 
ftcurity. — *Tis impoffible to tell you how forry 
1 4|as that my aflfairs hurried me fo quick through 
Paris, as to deprive me of feeing my old friend 
Mr. Foley, and of the pleafure I propofed in 
being made known to hi$ better half — but I 
have a probability of feeing him this winter* 
Adieu, dear Sir, and believe me 

Mod cordially yours, 

L. STERNE. 

P. S. Mrs. Sterne is going to Chalons, but 
your letter will find her, I believe, at Avignon 

— She is very poorly — and my daughter writer 
to me with fad grief of heart, that fhe is worfe. 
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LETTER LXXI. 

TO MR. S. 

DEAR SIR, CoxwouW, July 23, 1766. 

One might be led to 
think that there is a fatality regarding us — we 
make appointments to meet, and for thefe two 
years have not feen each other's face but twice 
— - we muft try, and do better for the future — - 
Having fought you with more zeal than C . • . . 
fought the Lord, in order to deliver you the 
books you bade me purchafe for you at Paris — - 
1 was forced to pay carriage for them from Lon- 
don down to York — but as I fhall neither charge 
you the books nor the carriage — 'tis not worth 
talking about. — Never man, my dear Sir, has 
had a more agreeable tour than your Yorick — 
and at prefent I am in my peaceful retreat, writ- 
ing the ninth volume * of Triftram -r- 1 (hall pub- 
lifh but one thiy year, and the next I fhall begin 
a new work of four volumes, which when finifh- 
ed, I Ihall continue Triftram with frefh fpirit. 
What a difference of fcene here ? But, with a 
difpoiition to be happy, 'tis neither this place nor 
t'other, that renders us the reverfe, — In fhort, 
each man's happinefs depends upon himfelf — ^ 
Jie is a fool if he does not enjoy it. 

* AUudinjgr to the firfi edition. 

What 
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What are you about, dear S ? Give me 

fome account pf ypur pleafures — you had bet» 
ter come to me. for ^ fortnight, and I will fhew, 
or give you (if needful), a pra^cal dofe of my 
philofophy : but I hope you do not want it — if 
you did — 'twould be the office of a friend tq 
give it — Will not even our races tempt you ? 
You fee I ufe all arguments — Believe me yours 
jpoft truly, 

I^AURENCE STERNE, 



LETTER LXXIL 

TO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS^ 
MY DEAR FRIEND, Coxwould, September ai, 1766. 

If Mrs. Sterne fhoul4 
^raw upon you for fifty louis d'ors, be fo kind 
^s tp remft her the money — r and pray be fo good 
^ not to draw upon Mr. Be? ket for it (as he owes 
pie nothing), but favour me with the draught, 
which I will pay to Mr. Selwin — ^ — A young 
nobleman i§ now negociating a jaunt with me 
f6r fix weeks, about CJiriftmas, to the Fauxr 
boiu-g de St, Germain — I Ihould like much to 
be with you for fo long — and if my wife ihould 
grow worfe (having had a very poor account of 
her in my daughter's laft), I cannot think of her 
being without me — and however expenfive the 
iournev" would be, I would fly to Avignon to ad- 

mioifter 
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niinifter confolation fo both ker and my pooi* 
girl — Wherever I am, believe me, dear Sir, 

Yours^ 

My kind GOmpHments to Mr. Foley : thou^ 
I have hot the honour of knowiiig his rib, I fee 
no reafon tvhy I may Hot prefent all due refpeftsJ 
to the better half of fo old a friend, which I do 
by thefe prefents -^^ with my frieiidlieft wifhesi 
toMifsP. 



LETTER LXXIIL 

TO MR. FOLEV, at PARISH 
MY DEAR FOLEY,' CdKwould, O'ftober aj, 1766- 

i DESIRED you \i^ould be' 
fo good as to reitiit to Mrs* Sterne fifty loms, a 
inbnth ago — I dare fay you have d6ne it — but. 
her illnefs muft have coft her a good deal — ' 
therefore having paid the laft fifty pounds into 
Mr. Selwin^s hands, I beg you to fend her thir- 
ty guineas more — * for which I fend a bank bilf 
to Mr. Becket by this poft — but forely had I 
not done fo, you would not ftick at it — for be 
affured, ray dear Foley, that the Firft Lord of 
the Treafury is neither more able or mpre will- 
ing {nor perhaps half fo punftual) in repaying 
with honoxir all I ever cm be m yoUr books^ — 
- 6 My 
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\ 

My daughter fays her mother is very ill — and 
1 fear going faft down by all accounts •— 'tis me- 
lancholy in her fituation to want any aid that 
is in my power to give — do write to her — 
and believe me with all compliments to your 

HoteU 

Yours Tery truly, 

L. STERNE* 



LETTER LXXIV. 

TO MR. PANCHAUD* 
bEAR SIR, York, November 45, 1766. 

I JUST received yours — 
and am glad that the balance pf accounts is now 
paid to you — Thus far all goes well — I have 
received a letter firom my daughter^ with the plea- 
fmg tidings that flie thinks her mother out of dan- 
ger — and that the air of the country is delight- 
ful (excepting the winds) ; but the defcription of 
the Chateau my wife has hired is really pretty 
— on the fide of the Fountain of Vauclufe — 
with feven rooms of a floor, half fumiflied with 
tapeftry, half with blue tafFety, the permiflion to 
fifh, and to have game 'f fo many paxtridges a 
week, &c. y and the priqe — guefs ! fixteen gui- 
neas a year — there's for you, P. About the 
latter end of next month my wife will have oc* 
cafwn for a hundred guineas — and pray be fo 

good. 
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good, my dear Sir, as to give orders that Ihe may 
not be difappointed — - flie is going to fpend the 
Carnival at Marfeilles at Chriftmas — I fliall be 
in London by Chriflmas week, and then (hall 
balance this remittance to Mrs, S, with Mr. 

S . I am going to lie in of another child of the 

Shandaick procreation, in town, I hope you wifh 
me a fafe delivery *— I fear my friend Mr. F. 
will have left town before I get there — Adieu, 
dear Sir — I wilh you every thing in this world 
which will do you good, for I am with unfeigned 
truth. 

Yours 

L. STERNE. 

Ma^e my compliments acceptable to the good 
;md worthy Baron d'Holbach — Mifs P. &c. &c. ' 



LETTER LXXV. 

FROM IGNATIUS SANCHO, TO MR. STERNE. 
* REVEREND SIR, , [1766.] 

It would be' an infult on 
your humanity, (or perhaps look like it,) to apo- 
logize for the liberty I am taking — I am one of 
thofe people whom the vulgar and ilUberal call . 
Iiegroes. — The firft part of my life was rather 
unlucky as I wa^ placed in a family who judged 

14 igno- 
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Ignol^Dce the bed and (mly fecurity for obedience 
^— A litde reading and writing I got by unwea« 
ried application. •"— The latter pait of my life has 
been, thro' God's bleiling, truly fortunate ^-^ 
having fpent it ih the fervice of one of the bdl 
and greateft families in the kingdom — my chief 
pleafure has been books — Philanthropy I adore 

— How very mucli, good Siif, am I (amongft mil^ 
lions) indebted to you for the chara£ler of your 
amiable Uncle Toby ! — I declare I wbuld walk 
ten miles in the d6g-days, to (hake hands with the 
honeft CorporaL — Your fefmons have touchea 
me to the heart, and I hope have amended itj 
which brings me to the point — In your tenth 
difcourfe*, is this very affefting palTage ^— ^ 
** Confider how great a part of our fpeciedTin all 
ages down to this — have been trod under the 
feet of cruel and capricious tyrants, who would 
neither hear their cries,^ nor pity their diftreffes 

— Confider flavery — what it is — hotv bitter 
a draught -^— and how many millions are made to 
drink of it.^* — Of all ray favourite authors, not 
one has drawn a tear in favour of my iniferable 
black brethren *— excepting yourfelf^ and thef 
humane author of Sir Geo. Ellifon. — I thmk 
you will forgive me ; I am fure you will applaud 
me for befeeching yoii to give one half-hour^s at- 
tention to flaveryj as it is this day praSifed in ' 
our Weft Indies. — That fubjeQ: handled in yovaf 

* See Vol. III. p, 137; 
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ftriking manner would eafe the yoke (perhaps) 
of many -^ but if only of one — gracious God ! 
what a feaft to a benevolent heart ! and fure I 
am, your are an epicurean in afts of charity. — - 
You who are univerfally read, and as univerfally 
admired — you could not fail. — Dear Sir, think 
in me you behold the -uplifted hands of thoufands 
of my brother Moors^ Grief (you pathetically 
obferve) is eloquent ; figure to yourfelf their at- 
titudes; hear their fupplicating addreffes! — 
alas ! you cannot refiife. — Humanity muft com- 
ply — in which hope I beg permiffion to fub- 
fcribe myfelf. 

Reverend Sir, &c.' 

I.S. 



LETTER LXXVL 

FROM MR. STERNE, ffO IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

Coxw^uld, Julj 27, 1766. 

There is a ftrange coin* 
cidence, Sancho, in the little events (ais well as 
in the great ones) of this world :• for I had been 
writing a tender tale of the forrows of a friendlefe 
poor negro-girl, and my eyes had fcarce done 
finarting with it, when your letter of recommend 
dation, in b^alf of fo many of her brethren and 
lifters, camie to me -~ but why her brethren i 
-, VOL. IV. X or 
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or yours, Sancbo ! any more than mine ? It fc 
by the fineft tints, and mofl infenfible gradations, 
that nature defeends from the feireft face about 
St. James's to the footieft complexion in Africa: 
— at which tint of thefe is it, that the ties of 
blood are to ceafe ? said how many Ihades muft 
we defcend lower ftill in the fcale, ere mercy is 
to vanifh with theni! But 'tis no uncommon 
thing, my good Sancho, for one half of the world 
tor ufe the other half of it like brutes, and then 
endeavour? to make 'em fo. — For my own part 
I never look wejlward (when I am in a penfivc 
mood at leaft) but I think of the burthens which 
our brothers and fitters are there carrying, and 
could I eafe their ihoulders from one otmce of 
them, I declare I would fet out this hour upon a pil* 
grimage to Mecca for their fakes — which by 
the by6, Sancho, exceeds your walk of ten miles 
in about the fame proportiwi that a vifft of huma* 
nity fhould one of mere form. — However if 
ybu meant my Uncle Toby, morie he is your 
debtor. — If I can weave the tale I have wrote 
into the work I am about — 'tis at the fervice of 
the afflifl-ed — and a much greater matter ; for 
in ferious tmth, it caftis a fad fhade upon the 
trorld, that fo great a part of it are, and have 
beea fb long boiu^d in chains of d^knefs, and in 
chains of mifery ; and J cannot but both refpeS 
and felicitate you, that by fa much laudable di- 
ligeiKre you have broke the one «>-* and that by 

ialUng 
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falling into the hands of fo good and mefciful a 
family. Providence has refcued you from the 
other. 

And fo good-hearted Sancho, adieu ! and be- 
lieve me I will not forget your letter. 

Yours, 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER LXXVn. 

TO MK. W. 

Coxwould, December lo, 1766*. 

Thanks, my dear W., 
for your letter. — • I am juft preparing to come 
and greet you and many other friends in town 
-— I have drained my ink-ftandifli to the bottom, 
and after I have publiflied, fhall fet my face, not 
towards Jerufalem, but towards the Alps — I 
find I muft once more fly from death whilft I 
have ftrength — I Ihall go to Naples, and fee 
■whether the air of that place will not fet this 
poor frame to rights — As to the projeS of* 
getting a bear to lead, I think I have enough to 
do to govern myfelf -^-and however profitable 
it might be (according to your opinion), I am fure 
it would be unpleafurable — Few are the minutes 
of life, and I do not think thai I have any to- 
throw away on any one being. ■ . '■* 1. 1 fhall fpend' 
xune or ten months in Italy^ and cdH upon iny^. 

^2 wife 
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wife and daughter in France at my return •— fo 
fhall be back by the King's birth-day -^ what 
a projeft ! — and now, my dear friend, am I 
going to York, not for the fake of fodety — 
nor to walk by the fide- of the muddy Oufe, but 
to recruit myfelf of the moft violent fpitting of 
blood that ever mortal man experienced; be- 
caufe I had rather (in cafe *tis ordained fo) die 
there, than in a poft-chaife on the road — If 
the amour of my uncle Toby do not pleafe you, 
I am miftaken — and fo with a droll ftory I will 
finilh this letter — A fenfible friend of mine, 
with whom, not along ago,. I fpent fome hours 
in converfation, met an apothecary (an acquain- 
tance of ours) — the latter alked him how he 
did ? why, ill, very ill — I have been with Sterne, 
who has given me fuch a dofe of Attic fait that 
I am in a fever — Attic fait. Sir, Attic felt J I 
have Glauber fait, I have Epfom fait, in my (hop^ 
&c, — Oh ! I fuppofe 'tis fome French fait — I 
wonder you would truft his report of the medicine, 
he cares not what he takes himfelf. — I fancy I fee 
you fmile — • I long to be able to be in London, and 
embrace my friends there — and fhall enjoy 
myfelf a week or ten days at Paris with my friezuls,. 
particularly the Baron d'Holbach, and the reft 
of the joyous fet, — As to the females — no, I 
will not fay a word about them. — only I hate 
borrowed chara<S:ers taken up (as a woman does, 
her Ihift) for the purpdfeifhe intends to effeduate.: 
Adieu>.adieu«^^i am yours wfaiUl:'. . ;. 

L, STERNE; 
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LETTER LXXVIII. 

TO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS. 
DEAR P. V London, February 13, 1767. 

I PAID yefterday (by Mr. 
Becket) a hundred guineas, or pounds, I for- 
get which, to Mr. Selwn — But you muft re- 
mit to Mrs. Sterne at Marfeilles a hundred louis 
before fhe leaves that place, which will be in lefs 
than three weeks. Have you got the ninth vo- 
lume of Shandy * ? — it is liked the bed of all 
here. — I am going to publifh a Sentimental 
Journey through France and Italy — the under- 
taking is protefted and highly encouraged by all 
our nobleffe — 'tis fubfcribed for, at a great' 
rate — 'twill be an original — in large quarto 

— the fubfcription half a guinea — If you can 
procure me the honour of a few names of men 
of fcience, or faihion, I (hall thank you — they , 
will appear in good company, as all the nobility 
here almoft have honoured me with their names. 

— My kindeft remembrance to Mr.' Foley — 
r^fpefts to Baron d'Holbach, and believe me ever 
,ever yours, 

JL. ster;ni. 

* Alluding to tke firfi edition. 

. X 3 
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LETTER LXXIX, 

TO MISS STERNE. 

Old Bond-ttreet, February 23, 1767. 

And fo, my Lydia ! thy mo- 
ther and thyfelf are returning back again from 
Marfeilles to the banks of the Sorgue — and 
there thou wilt fit and-fifli for trouts -^ I envy 
you the fweet fituation, — Petrarch's tomb I 
Ihoiild like to pay a fentimental vifit to i ■ - 
the Fountain of Vauclufe, by thy defcription, 
muft be delightful — I am alfo much pleafed 
with the account you give me of the Abb^ de 
Sade — you find great comfort in fuch a neigh- 
bour — I api glad he is fo good as to correfl: 
thy tnmflation of my Sermons •»- de?ir girl, go 
on, and make me ^ prefent of thy work— but 
why not the Houfe of Mourning ? *tis one of 
the beft, I long to receive the life of Petrarch 
and his Laura, by your Abbe ; but I am out of 
all patience with the anfwer the Marquis made 
the Abbe -«- 'twas truly coarfe, and I wonder 
he bore it with any chriftian patience — But to^ 
the fubjeft of your lefter — I do not wifli to 
know who was the bufy fool, who made your 

mother uneafy about Mrs, 'tis true I have 

a friendfhip for her, bu^ not to infatuation — I 
J)elieve I have judgment enough to difcem hers, 

. an4 
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ind every woman's faults,' I honour thy mother 
for her anfwer — *' that flie wifhed not to be in- 
formed, and begged him to drop the iiibjeft/' — 
Why do you fay thai your mother wants money ? 
•— whilft I have a {hilling, ihall you not both 
have nine-pence out of it ? — *- 1 think, if I have 
my enjoyments, I ought not to grudge you yours, 
-jr- 1 fliall not b-^gin my Sentimental Journey till 
I g2t to Caxwould — I have laid a plan for fome« 
thing new, quite <mt of the beaten track. — I 
wifh I had you with me — and I would intro- 
duce you to one of the moft amiable and gentleft 
of beings, whom I have juft been with — not 
Mrs. — — , tut a Mrs. J. the wife of as worthy 
a man as I ever met with — I efteem them both. 
He poFffeffes every manly virtue — honour and 
bravery are his charaderiftics, which have dif- 
tinguiflied him nobly in feveral inftances — I 
fliall make you be better acquainted, with his 
f harader, by fending Orme's Hiftory, with the 
books you defired —- and it is well worth your 
reading ; for Orme is an elegant writer, and a 
juft one; he pays no man a compliment at the 
expence of truth. •«— Mrs. J — ^ is kind, r^ and 
friendly — of a fendmental turn of mind — and 
fo fweet a difpolkion, that flieis too good for the 
world fhe lives in — Jilft God ! if all were like 
-her, what a life would this be I —^ Heaven, my 
Lydia, for fome wife purpofe has created different 
fceings^ — I wifh my dear child knew her — 
thou art worthy of her fnendfliip, and fhe al- 
reiidy loves thee ^ for. I fometimes tell her what 

X 4 I fe4 
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I feel for thee.— This is a long letter — -wcite 
foon, and never let your letters be ftudied ones 
-— write naturally, and then you will write well, 
— I hope your mother has got quite well of her 
ague — I have fent her fome of Huxham's tinfture 
of the bark. — I will order you a guittar, fince 
the other is broke. Believe me, my Lydia, that 
I am yours affeftionately, 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER LXXX. 

To MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS. 
DEAR SIR, London, February 27, 1767. 

My daughter begs a pre- 
fent of me, and you muft know I can deny her 
nothing — It muft be ffirung with cat-gut, and 
of five chords — ^ Jic hiama in Italiano la chitera 
di cinque corde — fhe cannot get fuch a thing 
at Marfeilles — at Paris cme may have every 
thing — Will you be fo good to my girl as to 
make her happy in this affisur, by getting fome 
-mufical body to buy one, and fend it to her 
at Avignon, direfted to Monfieur Tefte ; ^^ I 
wrote laft week to defire you would remit Mrs. 
S. a hundred louis — 'twill be all, except the 
the guittar, I fhall owe you.— fend me your 
account, and I will pay Mr. Selwin — difeft to 
-me at Mr. Becket's — all kind refpefts to my 
friend Mr. F. ^d your fitter. 

• Your^ cordially, 

^ ■ L. STERNE. 
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LETTER LXXXI* 

TO ELIZA t. 

Eliza miU receive rtiy 
books with this, . The fermons came all hot from 
the heart: I wilh that I could give them any 
title to be offered to yours. — The others came 

from 

* This and the nine following Letters, have no dates to 
them, but were evidently written in the months of March 
and April 1767. They are therefore here placed together, 

f The Editor of the firft publication of. Mr. Sterne's 
Letters to Eliza, gives the following account of this lady : 
•*. Mrs. Elizabeth Draper, wife of Daniel Draper, Efq. 
** counfellor at Bombay, and at prefent [i. e. in 1775] chief 
*• of the fa^ory at Suraf , a gentleman very much refpefted 
** ia that quarter of the globe. — She is by birth an Eaft 
** Indian ; but the circumflance of being bom in the coun- 
^* try not proving fuiiicient to defend her delicate frame 
** againft the heats of that burning climate, (he came to Eng- 
** land for the" recovery of her health, when by accident (he 
*« became acquainted with Mr. Sterne. He immediately 
f* difcovered in her a mind fo congenial with his own, fo en- 
*• lightened,' fo refined, and fo tender, that their mutual 
*• ^ttra6lion prefently joined them in the clofeil union that 
^* purity coidd poffibly admit of : he loved her as his friend, 
<^ and prided in her as his pupil : all her concerns became 
«* prefently his ; her health, her circumllances, her reputa, 
<< tion, her children, were his; his fortune, his time, his 
' '< country, were at her difpofal, fo far as the facrifice of all 
'• or any of thefc might in his opinion contribute to her 
** real (lappmefs. If it it aflced^ whether tht glowing heat 

■ ■■••• '■ ■' ■/ t« Qf 
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from the head — I am more indifferent about 
their reception. 

I know not how it comes about, but I am half 
in love with you — I ought to be wholly fo; 
for I never valued (or faw more good qualities 
to value) or thought more of one of your fex 
t]|jan of you ; fo adieu. 

Yours faithfully, 
if not affeclionately, 

L. STERNE. 






LETTER LXXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

t 

I CANNOT, reft, Eliza, though 
I fliall call on you at half paft twelve, tilU 

<W^— — ^—W ■■! I I I ■— ^— i— M^l ■■■■,■■ I ■■■! ■■ I MM M ^W" m ■■ W^l ■ ■■■ .^ 

** of Mr^ Sterne's affe^iion never tranfported him to a flight 
beyond the hmits of pure Platonifm, the publiflier will 
not take upon him abfolutely to deny it ; 1;>ut this be 
** thinks, fo far from leaving any ftain upon that geotle- 
'< man's memory, that it perha})8 includes \\is faireft enco- 
" mium ; fince to cheriih the feeds of piety and chaft^ty in 
•* a heart which the paflions are intereiled to corrupt, muft 
" be allowed to be the nobleft effort jof a foul fraught and 
*• fortified with the jufleft fentiments of religion and virtue.*' 
After reading thefe letters, the curiofily of the public 
will be naturally excited to inquire concerning the fate of 
the lady to whom they were addrelTed. To this queftion it 
tvill be fufEcient to anfwer, that fte has been dead feme 
years ; and that it might give pain to many worthy perfons 
if the circumftances which attended the latter part of her 
life were difclofed, as they are generally faid to, have re- 
fifid^d no crcfiif either pn her prudence or difcretion. 

. • •know 
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know how you do — May thy dear face fmlle, as 
thou rileft, like the fun of this morning* I was 
much grieved to hear of your alarming indifpo^ 
fition yefterday; and difappointed too, at not 
being let in, — Remember, my dear, that a 
friend has the fame right as a phyfician. The 
etiquettes of this town (you'll fay) fay otherwife^ 
— No matter i Delicacy and propriety do ntit 
always confift in ©bferving their frigid do6faines. 
I am going out to breakfaft, but fhall be at 
my lodgings by eleven ; when I hope to read a 
fmgle line under thy own hand, that thou art 
better, and wilt be glad to foe thy Bramiu* 

9 o'clock. 



LETTER LXXXIII. 

TO THE SAME, 

I G o T thy letter laft night, 
Eliza, on my return from lord Bathurll's, where * 
I dined, and where I was heard (as I talked of 
thee an hour without intermiflion) with fo much ■ 
pleafure and attention, that the good old Lord . 
toafted your health three different times ; and 
now he is in his eighty-fif tl) year, fays he hopes to 
live long enough to be introduced as a friend to 
my fair Indian difciple^ and to fee her ecKpfe all 
other nabobefles as much in wealth, as fhe does 
already in extesifiior, .and (what is. far better) in 

interior' 
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interior merit. I hope fo too. This nobleman 
is an old friend of mine. — You know he was 
always the protector of men of wit and genius ; 
and has had thofe of the laft century, Addifon. 
.Steele, Pope, Sv^ift, Prior, &c. &c. always at 
his table, — The manner in which his notice be- 

. gan of me, was as Angular as it was polite. — 
He came up to me, one day, as I was at the 
princcfs of Wales's court. " I wan,t to know 
.you, Mr. Sterne ; but it is fit you fhould know, 
.alfo, who it is that wiflies this pleafure. You 
Jiave heard (continued he) of an old Lord Ba- 
thurft, of whom your Popes and Swifts have 

- fung and fpoken fo much : I have lived my life 

with geniufes of that caft; but have furvived 

them ; and defpairing ever to find their equals, 

it is fome years fince I have clofed my accounts, 

and {hut up my books, with thoughts of never 

opening them again; but you have kindled a 

jdefire in me of opening them once more before 

I die : which I now do ; fo go home and dine 

tvith me.** — This nobleman, I fay, is a prodi- 

•gy; for at eighty-five he has all the wit and 

•proraptnefs of a man of thirty. A difpofition to 

be pleafed, and a power i:o pleafe others beyond 

.whatever I knew : added to which, a man of 

learning, courtefy, and feeling. 

He heard me talk of thee, Eliza, with uncom- 
mon fatisfaftion ; — for there was only a third 
perfon^ and of fenfibility, with us. — And a 
moil fentimental afternoon, till, nine o'clock, 
Jhiave we paffed ! But, thou ♦Eliza, wert the 



ftar 
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liar that condufted and enlivened the difcourfe. 

— And when I talked not of thee, ftill didft 
thou fill my mind, and warmed every thought I 
uttered,- for I am not afhamed to acknowledge I- 
greatly mifs thee, Beft of all good girls ! the 
fufferings I have fuftained the whole night on 
account of thine, ^ Eliza, sire beyond my power 
of words- . — Affuredly does Heaven give ftrength- 
proportioned to the weight he lays upon us ! 
Thou haft been bowed down, my child, with 
every burden that forrow of heart, and pain of 
body, could inflift upon a poor being ; and ftill . 
thou telleft me, thou art beginning to get eafe j 

— thy fever gone, thy ficknefs, the pain in thy 
fide vanifhing alfo. — May every evil fo vanifh 
that thwarts Eliza's happinefs, or but awakens 
thy fears for a moment ! — Fear nothing, my 
dear — Hope every thing ; and the balm of 
this paffion will fhed its influence on thy heakh^ 
and make thee enjoy a fpring of youth and cheer-^ 
fulnels, more than thou haft hardly yet tafted. 

And fo thou haft fixed thy Bramin's portjrait 
over thy writing-defk ; and will Gonfult it in aU 

doubts and difficulties. Grateful and good 

girl ! Yorick fmiles contentedly over all thou 
doft ; his pidure does not do juitice to his own; 
complacency. 

TJiy fweet little pjan and diftribution of thy 
time — how worthy of thee ! Indeed Eliza, thou 
leaveft me nothing to direft thee in ; thou leaveft, 
jne nothing to require, nothing to v?iik — but a 

2 ' contiioLuatioa 
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continuadon of that condufl: which won my 
efteem, aiud has made me thy friend for ever. 

May the rofes come quick back to thy cheeks, 
tod the rubies to thy lips ! But trull my declara* 
tion, Eliza, that thy hufband (if he is the good» 
feeling man I wifh him) will prefs thee to him 
with more honeft warmth and aifeftion, and kifs 
thy pale, poor deje&ed face with more tranfport, 
than he would be abltf to do in the beft bloom 
of all thy beauty ; and fo he ought, or I pity 
him. He muft have ftrange feeling, if he knows 
iot the value of fuch a creature as thou art 1 

i am glad Mifs light * goes with you. She 
may relieve you from many anxious moments. 
-•— I am glad your fliip-mates are friendly beings. 
You could leaft difpenfe with what' is contrary 
to your own nature, which is foft and gentle, 
Eliza. — It would civilize favages. — Though 
pity were it thou fhouldft be tainted with the 
office ! How canfl: thou make apologies for thy 
laft letter? 'tis mofl: delicious to me, for the 
¥ery. reafon you excuie it. Write to me^ my 
child, only fuch. Let them fpeak the eafy care- 
lefihefs. of a heart that opens itfelf, any how, 
suid every . howj to a man you ought to efteem 
and truft. . Such, Eliza, I write to thee, — and 
fo I fhould ever live with thee, mofl artlefsly, 
moft affeftionately, if Providence permitted thy 

* Mifs. Light afterwards married George Stratton, Efc^. 
late in the fervice of the Eaft-India Company at Madras, 
She is fiace dead. v. 

^*'- . . refidence 
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refidence in the fame fedion of the globe : — 
for I am, all that honour and affection can make 
me, 

THY BRAMm* 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

I WRITE this, Eliza, at 
Mr. James's, whilft he is drefling, and the dear 
girl, his wife, is writing, befide me, to thee. — • 
I got your melancholy billet before we fat down 
to dinner. 'Tis melancholy indeed, my dear, to 
hear fo piteous an account of thy ficknefs! 
Thou art encountered with evils enow, withcjtft 
that additional weight ? I fear ft will (ink thy 
poor foul, and body with it, paft recovery — • 
Heaven fupply thee with fortitude ! We have 
talked of nothing but thee, Eliza, and of thy 
fweet virtues, and endearing condudt, al! tfej 
afternoon. Mrs. James, and thy Bramin have 
mixed their tears a hundred times, in fpeakirig 
of thy hardfliips, thy goodnefs, thy* grac^." -^ 
The *****s, by heavens, are worthlefef-'Iliavi! 
heard enough to tremble at the articulation' of the 
name. — How could you, Eliza, leave them 
(or fuflFer them to leave you rather) with iriii 
preffions the le^ ^vourable i I have told'^hee 

5 enough 
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enough to plant difguft againft their treachery 
to thee, to the laft hour of thy life ! yet ftill thou 
toldefl Mrs. James at laft, that thou believeft they 
affedionately love thee. — Her delicacy to my 
Eliza, and true regard to her eafe of mind, have 
laved thee from hearing more glaring proofe of 
their bafenefs — For God's fake write not to 
them ; nor foul thy fair charad:er with fuch pol- 
luted hearts — They love thee! What proof? 
Is it their actions that fay fo ? or their zeal for 
thofe attachments, which do thee honour, and 
make thee happy ? or their tendemefs for thy 
£uiie ? No — ' But they weep^ and fay tender 
things^ — Adieu to all fuch for ever. Mrs. 
James's honeft heart revolts againft the idea of 
ever i;etuming them one vifit. — I honour her, 
and I honour thee for almoft every afl: of thy life, 
but this blind partiality for an unworthy being. 

Forgive my zeal, dear girl, and allow me a 
right which arifes only out of that fund of affec- 
tion I have, and ihall preferve for thee to- the 
bour of my death ! Refieft, Eliza, what are my 
piotives for perpetually advifing thee? think 
whether I can have any, but what proceed from 
the cauie I have mentioned ! I think you are a 
very deferving woman ; and that you want no^ 
|hing,but firmne& and a better opinion of youi^' 
felf, to be the beft female chara^er I know. I 
wifli I could infpire you with a fliare of that va^ 
j)ity youf enemies lay to your charge (thoi^ 
{o me it has never been vifible) j becaufe^I.think^ 

in 
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in a well turned mind^ it will produce good ef* 
feds. 

I pl^obably fliall iieVer fee jm mote*y yet I 
flatter myfelf you'll fometHiies thinfc of irief with 
l^l^ure ; becaufe you iriuft be €onVinded 1 love 
you, knd fo intereft myfelf in yo.ur reftitude^ 
diat I had rathe^ hear of smy evil befalling; you,, 
than your want of reveifenee for yourfelf. I had 
not power to keep thi6 i'^monftrance in my teeaft^ 
' — ItV now out ; fo adieu; Heaven watch over 
tny E\iz^ I ^ 

thine, 

YORICK. 



Letter lxxxv. 

to THB SAM:&w 

to Whom fliould Eliza ap^ 
jily'in her diftrefs, but to her friend who lovea^ 
her ? why then, my dear, do you s^ldgize for 
employing me? Yoriek would be offended, and^ 
with reafon, if yoil ever fent commiffions to 
another, whieh he could execute. I have been; 
with Zumps i and your piano^fprte muft be* 
tuned from the brafs middle ftring of your guit-' 
tar, which is C- — • I haVe got you a hammer' too; 
and a pair of plyers to twift yo«ir wire with j an3 
may ^er^. Ofte-of ^^em^. v^^dietry librtte fwfeer 
VOL. IV. * t9iafor.t 
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cbmfoit to my hopes ! . I have bought you ten 
handfome brafs fcrews to hang your neceffariesr; 
upop: I purchased twelve; but ftole a couple 
from you to put up m my own cabin, at Cox-- 
would. — I fhall never hang, or take my hat oflf 
one of them, but I. Ihall think of you. I have 
bought th^ moreover j a couple of iron fcrews, 
which are more to be depended on than brafs, 
for the globes, 

• I have written, alfo, to Mr. Abraham Walker, 
pilot at Deal, that I had difpatched thefe in a 
packet, direfited to his care ; which I delired he 
would feek after, the moment the Deal machine 
arrived. I have, moreover, given him diredions, 
what fort of an arm chair you would want, an4 
have direded him to purchafe the bed that Deal 
could afford, and take it, with the parcel, in the 
firft boat that went off. Would I could, Eliza, fo 
fupply all thy wants, and all thy wiflies ! It 
would be a ftate of happinefs to me. — The 
journal is as it ftiould be — all but its contents. 
Poor, dear, patient being ! I do more than pity 
you ; for I think I lofe both firmnefs and philo- 
fophy, as I figure to myfelf your diftreffes. Do. 
not think I fpoke laft night with too much af- 
perity of * * * * l there was caufe ; and befid€% 
a good heart ought not to love a bad one ; andy 
indeed, cannot. But adieu to the imgrateful 
fubjed. - * 

I have been this momiag to fee Mrs. James —^ 
She loves thee ^^4^1yf . said. unfi^gaecUy.* -^ 
-> She 
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tShe is alarmed for thee -^ She fay$ thou look'dft 
moft ill and melancholy on going away. She 
pities thee. I fhall vifit her every Sunday, while 
X am in town. As this may be my laft letter, I 
eameflly bid thee farewell. — May the God of 
Kindnefs be (eind to thee, and approve himfelf 
thy proteftor, now thou art defencelefs ! And, 
for thy daily comfort, bear in thy mind this 
truth, that whatever meafu^e of forrow and dif- 
trefs is thy portion, it will be repaid to thee in a 
full meafure of happinefs,, by the Being thou 
haft wifely chofen for thy eternal friend. . 

Farewell, farewell, Eliza ! whilft I live, count 
upon me as the moft warm and difmterefted of 
isarthly friends. 

yORICK4 



LETTER LXXXVL 

TO THE SAME. 
. MY DEAREST ELIZA, 

m 

I BEGAN- a new journal 
this morning; you (hall fee it; for if I live not 
till your return to England, I will leave it to you 
as a legacy, ■ Tis a forrowful page ; but I will 
write cheerful ones ; and could I write letters to 
thee, they fliould be cheerful ones too : but few^ 
I fear will reach thee ! Hojvever, depend upon 
receiving fomething of the kind by every poft ; 

' Y 2^ ' . tiljL 
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till then, thoi inriveft thy hand, and 'bid.*ft mt 
write no more. 

Tell me how you are ; and what fort of fortitude 
tteaven infpires you with. How are you accom** 
ftiodated, my de^ ? Is all right ? Scribble away, 
any thing and every thing, to ftjie. Depend upon 
feeing me at Dea:!, with <he James's, fliould you 
be detained ther« by contfify winds^ — Indeed, 
Eliza, I fliould with pleafure iy to'you, could 
I be the means of rendering you any fervice, of 
doing yoa feindnefs. Gracious and merciful God ! 
cdnfider the anguifti of a poor girl. -^ Strengthen 
aiid preferv'e her in all the fliocks her frame muft 
be expofed to.- I^e is now without a proteftor^ 
but thee ! Save her from all accidents of a'dange- 
rous element, and give her comfort at the 
laft- 

My prayer, Eliia, I hope is heard ; for the 
fky feems to fmile upon me as I jodk up to it. I 
am jufl' returned from ouf* dear Mrs.^ James% 
where I have been talking of thee for three hours. 
— She has got your pifture, ^and likes it : but 
Harriot and fome other judges agree that mine is 
the better, and expreffive of a fweeter charaften 
But what is that to the original ? yet I acknow« 
ledge that hers is a pifhire for the world, arid mine 
is calculated only to pleafe a very lincere fiiend, cm* 
fentimental philofophei'.— In the one, you are 
^fled in fmites, and with all the advantages of 
filks, pe&rls, and ermine ; — in the other, fimple 
3sa veflaJ *7-appe^g the good girl nature made 

. ^ . youj 
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you ; — T which, to me, conv^ys'tui ideaof more 
jmaflfefted fweetnefs, than Mrs, Draper, habited 

• for conqueft, in a birth-day fnit, with her c6un- 
. tenance animated, and her dimples vifible. — 

If I remember right, EHz;a, you endeavoured to 
collefl: every eharm of yopr perfon into your 
face, with more than common care^ the day you 
fat for MrSf James — Your colour, too, bright- 
ened ; and yo^r eyes flione with more than 
ufual brillancy, I then requefted you to cojne 
fimple and unadorned when you fat for me — 
knowing . (as I fee with unprejudiced eyes) that 
you could receive no addition, from the filk- 
worm's aid, or jeweller's polifh. Let me now 
tell yoi^ a trwth, which, I believe, I haye ut- 
tered before. -^ When I firft faw you, I beheld 
you as an objeflt of compaffion, and as a very 
plain woman. The mode qf your drefs (though 
fafhionable) disfigured you. — • But "nothing now 
could render you fuch, but the being folicitow 
to make yourfelf admired as a handfome one. --- 
You are • not handfome, Eliza, nor is yours 'a 
face 'that ^ill pleafe the tenth part of your 
beholders, — r but are fomething more ; for I 
fcruple not to tell you, I never faw fo intelligent, 
fo animated, fo good a countenance; nor was 
there (nor ever will be) that man of fenfe, ten- 

* demefs, and feeling, in your company three 
hours, that was not (or will not be) your ad- 
mirer, or friend, in confequence of it ; that is, 
if you affume, or affumed, no chara^r, foreign 

Y 3 , to 
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to your owiiji but appeared the artlefs being 
nature defigned you for. A fomething in your 
cyies, and voice,' you poffefs in a degree more 
perfuafive than any woman I ever faw, read, or 
heard of. , But it is that bewitching fort of name- 
V lefe excellence, that men of nice fenfibility alone 
can be touched with. 

• Were your hufband in England, I would 
freely give him five hundred pounds (if money 
'^could purchafe the acquifition), to let you only 
fit by me two hours in a day, while I wrote my 
Sentimental Journey. I am fure the work would 
* fell fo much the better for it, that I fhould be 
reimburfed the fum more than feven times told. 
— I would not give ninfe pence for the pidlure 
.of you the Newnhams have got executed — It 
is the refemblance of a conceited, made-up 
coquette. Your eyes, and the fhape of your 
fkce (the latter the moft perfeft oval I ever faw), 
which are perfeftions that muft ftrike the moft 
Indifferent judge,^ becaufe they are equal to any 
of God's works in a fimilar way, and finer than 
any I l)eheld in sfll my traveb, are manifeftly 
injured by the affedled leer of the one, and 
lirange appearance of the other ; owing to the 
attitude of the head, which is a -proof of the 
artift^s, or your friend's, falfe tafte; The ****'s 
who verify the chara£ler I once gave of teazing, 
or flicking like pitch, or birdlime, fent a card 
that they would wait on Mrs. **** On Friday, 
r— 3he fent back, ihe was engaged, — Then to 

t^ - meet 
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meet at Ranelagh to-night. — She anfwered fhe 
did not go. — She fays^ if fhe allows the leaft 
footing, fhe never fllall jget rid of the acquain- 
tance ; which Ihe is refolved to drop at once. 
She knows 'them. She knows they are not her 
friends, nor yours ; and the firft ufe they would 
make of being with her, would be to facrifice 
you to her (if they could) a fecond time. Let 
her not then ; let her not, my dear, be a greatei" 
friend to thee, than thou art to thyfelf. She 
begs I will reiterate my requeft to you, that yoU 
will not write to them. It will give her, and 
thy Bramin, inexprefEble pain. Be aflured, all 
this is not without reafon on her fide. -I have 
my reafons too, the firft of which is, that I 
fliould grieve to excefs, if Eliza wanted that for- 
titude her Yorick has built fo high upon. I faid 
I never more would mention the name to thee ) 
and had I not received it, as a.kind of charge j 
from a dear woman that loves youj I fhould 
not have broke my word. I will write again 
to-morrow to thee, thou beft and moft endearing 
of girls ! A peaceful night to thee. My fpirit 
will be with thee through every watch of it. : 

Adieu. 



»4 
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TO THE SAM^, 

I THINK you ^ould a6^ 
Ao .otherwise than you di4 Mth the yoiqig foir 
^r. There was no Autting the door agwnft 
ium, either in politenef^ or humanity. Thou 
tidleft me he feems fulceptible of tendey impfef-: 
fions: and that before Mi& Light h^$ failed a 
a fortnight, he will be in loye with her, — - Now 
I think it a thoufand times more likely that he 
attaches himfelf to thee, i^liza i begayfe thoi; 
art a thoufand times more amiable. Fi^e^ 
months with JEjiza : and in the fan^e rooni ; and 
im amorous fon of Mars befides I > — " /if can no, 
pe, majer.*' The fun, if he could ayoid it, 
jwould not ihine upon st du^^hill ; but his rays 
are fo pure, Eliza, ^nd celeftiaj, r^^^ I nev:er 
iheard that they were polluted by it. -^ Juftfuch 
J9AI thine be, dear^ child, in this, and every 
fuch fituation you will be expofed to, till thou 
art fixed for life. — 3ut thy , difqretion, thy 
wifdom, thy honour, the fpirit of thy Yorick, 
and thy own fpirit, which is equal ^o it, will be 
thy ableft counfellors. 

Surely, by this time, fomethii^g is doing for 
thy accommodation. — But why may not clean. 
wafliing and rubbing do, inftead of painting 

>: y yolu: 
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your cabin, as it is to be hung ? Paint is fo per- 
nicious, both to your nerves and lungs, and 
will keep you fq much longer too out of your 
apartment 5 where, \ hope, you will pafs fome 
of your happieft hours, -rr 

• I fear the beft of your fhipmates are only 
gentee} by cpniLpanfon TJ(rith the contrafted crew, 
with which thou muft behold them. So was — 
you know Vf^o 1 — from the fame fallacy that 
>iras put upon the judgment, when — but I wiU 
not mortify you. If they are decent, and 
fliftant, it is enough ; and as much as is to be 
expeded. If any of them are more, I rejoice ; 
— thou wilt w^t every aid ; and ^tis thy due to 
have theiq. Be cautious only^ my dear, of in- 
timacies. Good hearts are open and fall na- 
turally into them. Heaven infpire thine with 
fortitude, in this, and every deadly trial. Beft 
pf God's works, farewell ! Love me, I befeech* 
^ee J and remember me for ever ! 

I am, my Eliza, and will ever be, in the moft 
pomprehenfive fenfe. 

Thy friend, 

Y0RICK« 

P, S. Probably you will have an opportunity 
pf writing to me by fome Dutch or French Hup, 
or from the Cape de Verd Illands --b. It wilj 
reach me fome how. _ 
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LETTER LXXXVIII. 

TO TpE SAME* 
MY DEAR ELIZA ? 

Oh ! I grieve for yoar 
cabin, — And the frefh painting will be enough 
to deftroy every nerve about thee. Nothing fo 
pernicious as white lead. Take care of yourfelf, 
dear giri ; and fleep not in it too foon. It wiH 
\ye enough to give you a ftroke of an epilepfy. 
T hope you wiU have left the fhip ; and that my 
letters may meet, and greet you, as you get 
out of your poft-chaife, at Deal. When yon 
lave got them all, put them, my dear, into 
fbme order. The firft eight or nine are num- 
bered : but I wrote the reft without that di- 
reftion to thee ; but thou wilt find them out, by 
the day or hour, which, I hope, I have generally 
prefixed to them. When they are got together, 
in chronological order, few them together under 
a coven I truft they will be a perpetual refuge 
to thee, from time to time ; and that thou wilt 
(when vsreary of fools and uninterefting difcourfe) 
retire, and converfe an hour with them andmc?. 
I have not had power, or the heart, to aim 
tt enKvening any one of them, with a lingfe 
ftroke of wit or humour; but they contain 
fomething better ; and 'what you will feel mofe 

fuite4 
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fuited to your fituation — a long detail of mucH 
advice, truth, and knowledge. I hope, too, 
you will perceive loofe touches of an honeft 
heart in every one of them ; which fpeaks more 
than the moft ftudied periods ; and will give 
theje more ground of truft and reliance upon 
Yorick, than all that laboured eloquence could 
fupply.. Lean then thy. whole weight, Eliza^ 
upon them and upon me. *' May poverty, 
diftrefs, anguifh, and fhame, be my portion, if 
ever I give thee reafon to repent the knowledge 
of me !*' — With this affeveration, made in the 
prefence of a juft God, I pray to him, that fo ' 
it may fpeed with me, as I deal candidly and ho- 
nourably with thee! I would not miflead thee, 
Eliza ; I would not injure thee, in the opinion 
of a fmgle individual^ for the richeft crown the 
proudeft monarch wears. 

Remember, that while I have life and power, 
whatever is 4nine, you may ilyle, and think', 
yours. — Though forry fliould I be, if ever my 
friendfliip was put to the teft thus, for your 
own delicacy's fake. — Money and counters are 
pf equal ufe in my opinion j they toth ferve to 
fet up with. ' 

I hope you will anfwer me this letter \ but if 
thou art debarred by the elements, which hurry 
thee away, I will write one for thee ; and 
knowing it is fuch a one as thou would*ft have 
written, I will regard it as my Eliza's, 

Honour^ ana happinefs, and health, and 

comforts 
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C9mfbrts of e\'ery^ kind, fail along with thee, 
thou mod worthy of girls ! I will liye for thee, 
;md my I^ydia — be riph for the dear childrea 
pf my heart — gain wifdom, g.ain fame, and 
ha^pinefs, to fhare wjth theni — with thee — 
and her, in my old age^ — Once for all, adieu^ 
— Prefer\'e thy life ; fteadily purfue the ends 
we propofed ; and let nothing rob thee of thofe 
pDwers Heaven has given thee for thy well-being.' 
What 'can I add more, in the agitation of 
mind I am in, and within fiye niinutes of the 
.laft poftman^s bell, but recommend thee to 
Heaven, an4 recommend myfelf to Heaven with 
thee, in the fame fervent ejaculation, "that we 
may be happy, and meet again ; if iiot in thx§ 
world, in the next.'' — Adieu, — I am thine, 
Eliza, affeftionately, and eyerlaftingly. 

YORICK, 



LETTER LXXXIX. 



TO THE SAME. 



I WISH to God, Eliza, it 
was poffible to poflpone the voyage to India for 
another year. — For I am firmly perfuaded with- 
in my own heart, that thy hulband could never 
limit thee with regard to time. 

I fear that Mr. B ^ has exaggerated matters. 

— I like not his countenance. It^ is abfolutely 

killing.— 
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killing. — Should evil befal thee, what will he 
not have to anfwer for ? I know not the being 
that will be deferring of fo mvtch pity, or that 
I fliali hate more* He will be^ an OHtcaft alien 
^— In which cafe I will be a fether to thy chiK 
dren, my good girl ! — therefore take no thought 
about them. — 

But, Eliza, if thou art fo very ill, ftill put off 
all thoughts of returning to India this year. ^^— 
Write to your hufband — tell him the truth of 
your^ cafe. — If he is the generous^ hojmane 
man you defcribe him to be, he cannot but 
applaud your conduct. — I am credibly in- 
formed, that his repugnance to your Irving ia 
England arifes only from the dread, which has 
entered his brain, that thou mayeft run him in 
debt, beyond thy appointments, and that he 
mufl difeharge them — ^ that fuch a creature 
ihould be lacrificed for the paltry confideration 
of a few hundreds, is too, too bard ! O I my 
child ! that I could, with propriety, indemnify 
bkn for every charge, even to the laft mite, 
that thou haft been of to him I With joy would 
I give him my whole fubfiftence — nay, fequef- 
ter my livings, and truft the treafures Heaven 
has farnifhed my head with, for a future fub- 
fiftence. — 

You owe much, I allow, to your huftand, 
*-* you owe fomething to appearances, and the: 
opinion of the world j but truft me, toy dear, 
ypu owe much likewife ta yourielf. ««- Return,! 

13 therefort, 
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therefore, from Deal, if you continue ill. •— I 
will prefcriba for you, gratis. — You are not 
the firft woman, by many, I have done fo for, 
with fuccefs. I will fend for my wife and 
daughter, and they fhall carry you in puriiiit of 
health, to Montpellier, the wells of Batn90iSy 
the Spa, or whither thou wilt. Thou fhalt di- 
red them, and make parties of pleafure in what 
corner of the world fancy points out to thee; 
We fliall fifh upon the banks of Amo, and 
lofe ourfelves in the fweet labyrinths of its val- 
lies. — And then thou fhould'ft warble to us, 
as I have once or twice heard thee, — • " Vm 
loft, Fm loft'* —but we fliould find thee agaiii, 
my Eliza^ — Of a fimilar nature to this, was 
your phyfician's prefcription : " Ufe gentle ex- 
ercife, the pure fouthem air of France, or milder 
Naples — with the fociety of friendly, gentle 
beings.'* Senfible man ! He certainly en- 
tered into your -feelings. He knew the fallacy 
of medicinevto a creature, \^hofe illnjpss has 

ARISEN FROM THE AFFLICTION OF HER MIND*. 

Time only, my dear, I fear you muft trull to, 
and have your reliance on ; may it give, you the 
health fo enthufiaftic a votary to the charming 
goddefs deferves ! 

I honour you, Eliza, for keeping fecret fome; 
things, which, if explained, had been a pane- 
gyric on yourfelf* There is a dignity in vener- 
able affli^ion which will not allow it to ap- 
peal to the world for pity or redrefs. Well 

have 
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have you fupported that charader, my amiable, 
philofophic friend ! And, indeed, I begin to 
think you have as many virtues as my uncle 
Toby's widow. — I don't mean to infmuate, 
huffey, that my opinion is no better founded 
than his was of Mrs. Wadman ; nor do I con- 
ceive it poffible for any Trim to convince me it 
is equally fallacious. — I am fure, while I have 
my reafon, it is not. -r- Talking of widows — 
pray, Eliza, if ever you are fuch, do not think 
of giving yourfelf to fome wealthy nabob — be- 
caufe I defign Xk> marry you myfelf. — My wife 
cannot live long — ftie has fold all the provinces 
in France already — and I know not the woman, 
I Ihould like fo well for her fubftitute as your- 
•felf. — /Tis true, I am ninety-five in conftitu- 
tion, and you but twenty-five — rather too 
great a^ difparity this! —-but what I wai^ in 
youth, I will make up in wit and good-hu- 
mour. — Not Swift fo loved his Stella, Scaft-ron 
his Maintenon, or Waller his Sacharifla, as I 
will love and fing thee, my wife eled ! All 
thofig names, eminent as they were, fliall give 
place to thine, Eliza, lell ine in anfwer to 
this, that you approve and honour the propofal, 
and that you would (like the Spedator's mif- 
trefs) have more joy in putting on an old man's 
flipper, than aflbciating with the gay, the volup- 
tuous, and the young. — Adieu, my Simplicia ! 

Yours, 

TRISTRAM* 
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TO THE SAME* 



MY O'EAR ELIZA» 

I HAVE been within tfcf 
verge of the gate^ of death. — I was ill the laft 
time I wrote to you, and apprehenfive of what 
would be the confequence. — My fears were 
but too well founded ; for, in ten miniites after 
I difpatched my letter, this poor, fine^fpun frame 
of Yorick's gave way,^ and I broke a veflel in 
my breaft, and eould not flop the lofsof blood 
till four this motning^ t have filled all thy Ih-^ 
-dia handkerchiefs with it» — It eame, I think^ 
from my heart I I fell afleep through weak- 
nefs. At fix I awoke, with the bofohi of my 
fhirt fteeped in tears. I dreamt I wasr fitting 
rnider the canopy of Indolence, and that thoii 
camefl inta the room with a fliaul in thy hand, 
and told me, my fpirit had flown to thee in the 
Downs^ with tidings of my fate ; and that you 
were come to adminifter )vhat confobtion filial afr 
feftion could beflowj and to receive my parting 
breath and bleffing. — With that you folded the 
(haul about my waift, and, kneeling, fupplicated 
my attention* I awoke ; but in what a frame ! 
Oh ! my God ! ".But thou wilt number my tears 
and put them all into thy bottle/' — Dear girl ! 

I fee 
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I fee thee, — thou art for ever prefent to my 
fancy, — • embracing my feeble knees, and raifing 
thy fine eyes to bid me be of comfort : and wheat 
I talk to Lydia, the words of Efau, as uttered by 
thee, perpetually ring in my ears — " Blefs me 
even alfo, my father !" — Blefling attend thee^ 
thou child of my heart ! 

My bleeding is quite flopped,- and I feel the 
princijJe of life, ftrong within me ; fo be not 
alarmed, Eliza — I know I fliall do well. I have 
eat my breakfaft with hunger; and I write to 
thee with a pleafure arifing from that propbeti<J 
impreffion in my imagination, that ^' all will ter- 
minate to our heart's content/* Comfort thyfelf 
eternally with jhis perfuafioUj '' that the beft of 
Beings (as thou haft fweetly expreffed it) could 
not, by a combination of accidents, produce fuch 
a chain of events, merely to be the fource of mfc 
fery to the leading perfon engaged in them." The 
obfervation was very applicable, very good, and 
very elegantly exprefTed. I wifli my memory did 
juftice to the wording of it. — Who taught you 
the art of writing fo fweetly, Ehza ? — You have 
ibfolutely exalted it to a fcience. — - When I ai^ 
in want of ready cafh, and ill health will not per- 
mit my genius to exert itfelf, I fhall print your 
letters, as finiflied eifays, " by an unfortunate 
Indian lady.'* The ftyle i$ new ; and would al- 
moft be a fufficient recommendation for their fel- 
ling well, without merit -^ but their fenfe, natu- 
ral eafe, and fpirk^ is not to be e<}uall«d> I b^ 

vol,, IV. z lieve^ 
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lieve^ in this fedioa of the globe; nor, I will 
anfwer for it, by any of your country-women in 
yours. — I have fhewn your letter to Mrs. B — , 
and to half the literati in town. You Ihall not be 
angry with me for it, becaufe I meant to do you 
honour by it. — You cannot imagine how many 
admirers your epiftolary productions have gained 
you, that never viewed your external merits. I 
only wonder where thou couldft acquire thy 
graces, thy goodnefs, thy accomplifhments -^ fo 
conne&ed ! fo educated ! Nature has furely flu- 
died to make thee her peculiar care ; — for thou 
art (and not in my eyes alone) the beit and faireit 
of all her works. — 

And fo this is the laft letter thou art to receive 
from me ; becaufe the Earl of Chatham * (I read . 
in the papers) is got to the Downs; and the 
wind, I find, is fair. If fo — blelfed woman ! 
take my laft, laft farewell ! — Cherifh the re- 
membiance of me ; think how I efteem, nay, haw 
aflfedionately I love thee, and what a price I fet 
upon thee ! Adieu, adieu ! and with my adieu 
— ^ let me give thee one ftraight rule of condud, 
that thou haft heard from my lips in a thoufand 
forms — but I concentre it in one word — 

REVERENCE THYSELF* 

i 

Adieu, once more, Eliza! May no angm'lh 
of heart plant a wrinkle upon thy face, till I 

♦ By the Newfpapers of the times it appears that the Earl 
9f Chaibam £aft Indiaman iiuled from Deal, April 3> 1767. 

12 behold 
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Bfehold it again I May no doubt or ihifgivings 
difturb the ferenity of thy mind, or awaken a 
painful thought about thy children — for they 
are Yorick's, — ajid Yorickis tKy frietid for eVer ! 
— Adieu, adieu, adieu ! 

P. S. Remember,, that Hope ftiortens all jour- 
mes, by fweetening them — fo fing my little 
ftanza on the fubjeft, with the devotion of an 
hymn, every morning when thou arifeft, and 
thou wilt eat thy. breakfaft with more comfort 
for it. 

Bleflings, reft, and Hygeia go with thee! 
May 'ft thou foon return, in peace and affluence, 
to illume my night ! I am, and fhall be, the laft 
Jb deplore thy lofs, and will be the firft to con- 
gratulate and hail thy return; — 

FARE THEE WELL. 



LETTER XCI. 



To MISS STERNE. 



Bond-ftreet, April 9, 1767. 

This letter, my dear Lydia, 
jitnXi diftrefs thy good heart, for from the begin- 
ning thou wilt perceive no entertaining ftrokes of 
humour in it — I cannot be cheerful when a 
dioxifand melancholy ideas furround me — I have 

z a met 
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met with a lofs of near fifty pounds, which I was 
taken in for in an extraordinary mann^ — but 
what is that lofs in comparifon of one I m^y ex- 
perience ? — Friendfhip is the balra and cordial 
of life, and without it, 'tis a heavy load not worth 
fuflaining. — I am unhappy — thy mother and 
thyfelf at a diflancs from me, and what can com- 
pcnfate for fuch a deititution ? — For God's fake, . 
perfuade her to come and fix in England, for life 
is too Ihort to wafte in feparation -^ and whilfl 
Ihe lives in one country, and I in another, many 
people will fuppofe it proceeds from choice — be- 
fides I want thee near me, thou child and darling 
of my heart ! -^ I am in a melancholy mood, and 
my Lydia's eyes will fmart with weeping, when 
I tell her the caufe that now affefts me. -— I am 
apprehenfive the dear friend I mentioned in my 
laft letter is going into a decline — I was with her 
two days ago, and I nevor beheld a being fo al- 
tered — (he has a tender frame, and looks Uke a 
drooping lily, for the rofes are fled from her 
cheeks — I can never fee or talk to this incom- 
parable woman without burfling into tears — I 
have a thoufand obligations to hejr^ and I owe her 
more than her whole fex, if not all the world 
put together - — She has a delicacy in her way of 
thinking that few poffefs — our converfations are 
of the mofl interefting nature, and fhe talks to 
me of quitting this world with more compofure. 
than others think of living in it, — I have wrote . 
an epitaph, of which I fend tlpiee a copy •--? 'Tis. 

expreilive 
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expreifive of her modeft worth — but may Hea- 
ven reftore her! and may (he live to write 
mine! 

Columns and laboui'd urns but vainly fhew 
An idle fcene of decorated woe. 
The fweet companion, ard the friend lincere. 
Need no mechanic help to force the tear. 
In heart-felt numbers, never meant to fhine, 
'Twill flow eternal o'er a hearfe like thine : 
'Twill flow whilft gentle goodnefs has one friend, 
Or kindred tempers have a tear to lend. 

Say all that is kind of me to thy mother, and 
believe me, my Lydia, that I love thee moft truly, 
— So adieu -r— I am what I ever was, and hope 
ever fhall b^. 

Thy afFeftionate Father, 

L. S. 

As to Mr. , by your defcription he is a 

fat fool. I beg you will not give up your time to 
luch a being — Send me fome batons pour les 
^0nt^ -*- there are none good here. 



LETTER XCIL 

»« 

TO LADY* P, 

Mount Coffee-boufe, Tuefday, 3 o*dock. 

There is a ftrange mechanical 
effeft produced in writing a billet-doux withiii a 
ftbne-caft of the lady who engroffes the heart and 

2 3 foql 
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foul of an inamorato — for this caufe (but moftY 
ly becaufe I am to dine in this neighbourhood) 
have I, Triftram Shandy, come forth from my 
lodgings to a coflFee-houfe the neareft I could find 
to my dear Lady ^s houfe, and have called 

for a flieet of gilt paper to try the truth of this 
article of my creed — Now for it -r- 

O my dear lady, what a difliclout of a foul 
haft thou made of me ! — I think, by the bye, 
this is a little too familiar an introdu6tion for fo 
unfamiliar a fituation as I ftand in with you — 
where. Heaven knows, I am kept at a di|lance 
— and defpair of getting one inch nearer you, 
with all the fteps and windings I can think of to 
recommend myfelf to you — Would not any man 
in his fenfes run diametripally from you — and as 
far as his legs would carry him, rather than thus 
caufelefsly, fooliftily , and fool-hardily expofe him-^ 
felf afrefh — and afrefh, where his heart and his 
reafon tells him he fhall be fure to come off lofer, 
if not totally undone ? — Why would you tell me 
you would be glad to fee me ? ■ — Does it give yo^ 
pleafure to make me more unhappy — or does it 
add to your tri^mph, that your eyes and lips have 
turned a man into a fool, whom the reft of the 
town is courting as a wit ? — . I am a fool — the 
weakeft, the moft dufldle, the moft tender fool that 
ever woman tried the weaknefs'of — and the moft 
unfettled inmy purpofe^ anji r^folutipns of recover- 
ing my right mind. - — It is but an hour ago that I 
kneeled down and fwore I never would come near 

you 
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you — and after faying my Lord's Prayer for the 
fake of the clofe, of not being led into temptation — 
out I faliied like aiiy chriftian hero, ready to take 
the field aga^nft the world, the flefli, and the devil ; 
. not doubting but 1 fhouli finally trample them all 
down under my feet — and now am I got fo near 
you — within this vile ftone's caft of your houfe 
— I feel myfelf dravirn into a vortex, that has 
turned my brain upfide downwards, and though 
I had purchafed a box ticket to carry me to Mifs 
#**##*#>g benefi.t, yet I know very well, that 
was a fingle line direded to me to let me know 

Lady would be alone at feven, and fuffer 

me to fpend the evening with her, fhe would in- 
fallibly fee every thing verified I have told her. — • 
I dine at Mr. C — r-r's in Wigmore-ftreet, in this 
neighbourhod, where I fhall flay till feven, in 
hopes you purpofe to put me to this proof. If I 
hear nothing, by that time, I fhall conclude you . 
are better difppfed of — and fhajl take a forry 
hack, and forrily jog on to the play — ^ Curfe on 
tile world. I know nothing but iorrow — except 
this one thing, that I love you (perhaps foolifh- 
*ly, but) 

mofl fincerely. 

L. STERNJS^ 



z 4 
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LETTER XCIII. 

TO MR. AND MRS. }. # 

01<^ Bond Street, April 21, 1767. 

I AM fincerely affefted, my 
dear Mr. and Mrs. J , by your' friendly en- 
quiry, and the intereft you are fy good to take 
in my health. Grod knows. I am not able to give 
a. good account of myfelf, having paffed a bad 
night in much feverifli agitation. •: — My phylician 
ordered pie to bed, and to keep therein till fome 
favourable change -*- I fell ill the moment I got 
to my lodgings — he fays it is owing to my tak- 
ing James's Powder, and venturing out on fo cold 
a day as Sunday -^ but he is miftaken, for I am 
certain whatever bears the name muft have effi- 
owry with roe — I was bled yefterday, and again 
torday^ and have been almoft dead ; but this 
friendly enquiry from Qerard-ftreet has poured 
balm into what blood I have left — I hope flill, 
and (next to the fenfe of what I owe my friends) 
it fhall be the laft pleafurable fenfation I will part 
with — if I continue mending, it will yet be fome 
time before I fhall have ftrength enough to get 
out in a carriage -^ my firft vifit will be a vifit of 
true gratitude — I leave my kind friends to guefs 

where 
7 
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^ere — • a thoufand bldEngs go along "with tlM^ 
and may Heaven preferve you both •^— Adiai^ 
my dear Sir, and dear lady. 

I am your ever obliged 



LETTER XCIV, 

TO IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

Bond-ftreet, Saturday {April 2S, 1767.] 

I WAS very ferry, niy good 
Sancho, that I was not at home to return my 
compliments by you for the great courtefy of the 
Duke of M^ — S^^ family to me, in honouring 
my lift of fubfcribers with, their names — for 
which I bear them all thanks. '<— But you have 
fomething to add, Sancho, to what I owe your 
good-will alfo on this account, and that is, to fend 
me the fubfcription money, which I find a necet 
fity of dunning my beft friends for before I leave 
town —'to avoid the perplexities of both keeping 
pecuniary accounts (for which I have very flender 
talents), and colleding them (for which I have 
neither ftrength of body or mind) ; and fo, good 
Sancho, dun the duke of M. the duchefs of jR|i 
2hd Lord M. for their fubfcriptions, Mid lay the 
fin, and money with it too, at my door — I wifh 
fo good a family every blefling they merit, along 

with 
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vnib my humbleft compEments. You know, San- 
cho^ that I am your friend and well-wifher, 

L. STERNE. 

p. S. I leave town on Friday morning — and 
Ihould on Thurfday^ but that I flay to dme jrith 
Lord and Lady S ■ 



L E T T P R XCV. 



TO THE EARL OF S- 



MY LORP» Old Bon4-(lreet, May x, 1767. 

I WAS yefterday taking 
leave of all the town, with an intention of leaving 
it this day, but I am detained by the kindnefs of 

Lord and Lady S , who have made a party 

to dine and fup on my account — r* I am impatient 
to fet out for my foliiude, for there the mincj 
gains ftrength, and learns to lean upon herfelf — r 
In the world it feeks or accepts of a few treacher- 
ous fupports — the feigned compaffion of one — 
the flattery of a fecond — the civilities of a third 
— the fiiendfliip of a fourth — they all deceive, 
and bring the mind back to where mine is re- 
treating, to . retirement, refleflion, and books. 
My departure is fixed for tormorrow morning, 
but I could not think of quitting a place where 
I have received fuch numberlefs and unmerited 

civilities 
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civilities from your -terdfhip, without returning 
my moft grateful thanks, as well as my hearty 
acknowledgments for your fpiendly enquiry from 
Bath« Illnef$, my Lord, has occafioned my li^ 
Jence — Death knocked at my door, \)vd I woidd 
not admit him • — the call was bojth xme^efted 
and unpleafaiit — ^nd I am ferioufly worn dow^ 
to a fliadow — and ftill very weak ; but weak as 
I am, I have as whimfical a ftory to tell you jas ever 
befel one of my family — Shandy's nofe,hisname, 
his fafh-window are fools to it — it will ferve at leaft 
to amufe you — The injury I did myfelf laft 
month, in catching cold upon James's powder — ▼ 
fell, you muft know, upon the wpril part it 
could — the moft painful, and moft dangerous 
of any in the human body. It was op this crifis 
I called in an able furgeon, and with him an able 
phyfician (both my friends), to infpeft my dijGaf- 
ter — 'Tis a venereal cafe, cried my two fciex^ 
tific friends — 'Tis impoffible, however, to be 
that, repHed I — for I have had no commerce 
whatever with the fe3^, not even with my wife, 
added I, thefe fifteen years. — You are, however, 
my good friend, faid the furgeon, or there is no 
fuch cafe in the world — What the devil, faid I, 
without knowing woman ? — We will not realbn 
about it, faid the phyfician, but you muft under- 
go a courfe of mercury — I will lofe my life 
firft, faid I — apd truft fp nature, tq tjme, or at 
the worft to death -^ So I p\it ^ end, wjth fome 
jpdignation, to the conference — and determined 

to 
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to bear all the torments I underwent, and ten 
times mor^, rather than fubmit to be treated like 
zjinner^ in a point where I had a£ted like 2l faints 
' — Now as the father of mifchief would have it, 
who has no pleafure like that of difhonouring the 
righteous, it fo fell out that from the moment I 
difitiifTed my doftors, my pains began to rage with 
a violence not to be exprefled, or fupported. 
Every hour became more intolerable. --- 1 was got 
to bed, cried out, and raved the whole night, and 
was got up fo near dead, that my friends infilled 
upon my fending again for my phyfician and fur- 
geon. I told them upon the word of a man of he 
nour they were both miftaken, as to my cafe — 
but though they had reafoned wrong, they might 
aft right ; but that fliarp as my fufferings were, I 
felt them not fo fharp as the imputation which a 
venereal treatment of my cafe laid me und^r — 
They anfwered, that thefe taints of the blood laid 
dormant twenty years : but they would not reafon 
with me in a .point wherein I was fo delicate, but 
would do all the office for which they were called 
m, namely, to put an end to my torment, which 
Otherwife would put an end to me — and fo I have 
been compelled to furrender myfelf — and thus, 
my dear Lord, has your poor friend, with all his 
fenfibiliries been fuffering the chafKfement of the 
groffefl fehfualifl. — Was it not as ridiculous an 
embarraffment as ever Yorick's fpirit was involved 
in ? — Nothing but the pureft confcience of inno- 
cence could have tempted me to write this ftory to 
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my .wife, which by the bye would make no bad 
anecdote in Triflram Shandy's Life. — I have 
niejitioned it in my journal to Mrs. — ^ — . In 
fonie refpeds there is no difference between 
my wife and herfelf — when they fare alike, 
neither can reafonably complain — I have juft, 
received letters from France, with fome hints 
that Mrs. Sterne aiid my Lydia are coming to 
England, to pay me a vifit -^ — if your time i§ not. 
better employed, Yqrick flatters himfelf he /hall 
receive a letter from your Lordihip, en attendanU 
I am with great regard. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's 

Moft faithful humble fervant. 



L. STERN^r 



LETTER XCVL 

TO J. D N, ESQ. 

Qld Bopd-ftreet, Friday morning. 

I WAS going, my dear 
P-*rn, to bed before I received your kind en* 
quiry, and now my chaife ftands at my dopr to 
tj^k^ ^d convey this poor body to its legal fet- 
tlement —^ I am iU, very ill, — I lapguifli mofl 
jtfedingly — I am fick both foul and body — • 

It 
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k is a cordial to me to hear it is diflfereht witK 
you — no man interefts himfelf more in yoiuf 
iuippinefs, and I am glad you are in fo fair a 
load to it — enjoy it long, my D. whilft I — ^ 
no matter what — but my feelings are too nice 
for the world I live in — things will mend* •— ^ 
I dined yefterday with Lord and Lady S— ; we 
talked much of you, and your goings on, for 
every one knows why Sunbufy Hill is fo plea- 
iant a fituation ! — - You rogue ! you have lock*d 
«q> my boots — and I go bootlefs home — and 
I fear I (hall go bootlefs all my life — Adieu, 
gentled and bed of fouls — adieu* 

I am yours moft affeftidnately, 

L. STERNE* 



LETTER XCVIL 

TO J H S y ESQ* 

MY DEAR COUSIN, Newark, Monday, ten o'clock in the monu 

I HAVE got conveyed 
thus far like a bale of cadaverous goods con*" 
figned to Pluto and company — Ijnbg in the 
bottom of my chaife moft of the route, upon ^ 
large pillow which I had the prevoyance. to pur- 
chafe before I fet out — ■ I am worn "out •— but 
prefe on to Bamby Moor to night, and if poffible 

td 
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xx> York the next. — I know not what is the mat-, 
mer with me •— but fome derangement ,ipreSes 
hard upon this machine — ftiil I think it will 
not be overfet this bout* — My love to G*— 
We (hall all meet from the eaft, and from the 
fouth, and (as at the laft) be happy together — 
My kind refpeds to a few, — I am, dear H. 

Truly yours, 

L. STERNZ- 



LETTER XCVIIL 

TO A. L ' ■ ■£, ESQ. 
DEARL E, Coxwouid, June 7, 1767. 

I HAD not been many 
days at this peaceful cottage before your letter 
greeted me with the feal of friendfhip, and moft 
cordially do I thank you for fo kind a proof of 
your good will -— I was truly anxious to hear 
of the recovery of my fentiment^i,! friend — but 
I would not write to enquire after her, imlefs 
I could have fent her the teftimony without the 
tax, for even how-d*yes to invah'ds, or thofe that 
have lately been fo, either call to mind what is 
paft or what may return -— at leaft I find it fo* 
I am as happy as a prince, at Coxwoul(f ■ 
and I wifh you could fee in how princely a man- 
ner 
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ncr I lire — *tis a land of plenty. I fit down 
alone to venifon, fifli, and wild fowl, or a cou- 
ple of fowls or ducks, with curds, and ftraw- 
berries, and cream, and all the (imple plenty 
which a rich valley (under Hamilton Hills) can 
produce — with a clean cloth on my table — 
and a bottle of wine on my right hand to drink 
your health. I have a hundred hens and chick- 
ens about my yard — and not a parifhioner 
catches a hare, or a rabbit, or a trout, but he 
brings it as an offering to me. If folitude would 
cure a love-fick heart, I would give you an invi- 
tation — but abfence and time leffen no attach- 
ment which virtue infpires. I am in high fpirits 
— care never enters this cottage — I take the 
air every day in my poft-chaife, with two long- 
tailed horfes — — they turn out good ones ; and 
as to myfelf, I think I am better upon the whole 
for the medicines and regimen I fubmitted to in 

town — May you, dear L , want neither 

the one nor the other ! 

Yours truly, 

L. STERNJE. 



UTTERfii J5i 



LETTER XCiX. 

4 

To TH£ SAME. 

Cotw(»A4i lunt $6, iy6% 

I AM in ftill tyetter healthy 
my dear L im ■ g , than when I wrote laft to yoti, 
owing I believe to my riding out every day with 
my friend H" .' ^v , whofe cattle lies near the fea, 
— ^ and there is a beach as even as a mirrour, 
of fivejmiles in length before it -— where we daily 
run races in our chaifes, with one wheel in the 
fea, and the other on land. — * J) has ob- 
tained his fair Indian, and has this poft fent a 
letter oi enquiries after Yorick, and his Bramin. 
He is a good foul, and interefts himfelf much in 
our fate. '^— I cannot for^ve you, L— — e, for 
your folly in faying you intend to get introduced 

tp the h 1 defpife them, and I fliall hold 

your underftanding much cheaper than I now do, 
if you perfift in arefelution fo unworthy ofyou* 
— I f uppofe Mrs. J* telling you they were 
fenfiWe, is the ground-work you go upon—* 
by*^ — they are not clever ; though what is com-* 
naonly called wit, may pds for literature on the 
ofber a^^ ^ Temple-Bar. — You fey Mrs* 
J m i thinks them amiable — fhe judges too fit^ 
vQurahly; but I have put a ftop to her inten« 
tions of vifiting them. — They are bitter ene- 
iniesof-minir^ VtAl am even';with them. La Bra^ 
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mine aifured me they ufed thdr endeavours vrith 
her to break oflF her friendfhip with me, for rea- 
fons I will not write, but tell you. -^ I fiaid enough 
of them before (he left England, and though 
flie yielded to me in every other point, yet in 
this fhe obftinatly perfifted. — Strange infatu- 
ation ! — but I think I have effefted my pur- 
pofe by a falfity, which Torek's friendfliip to 
the Bramine can only juftify. — I wrote her 
word that the moil amiable of women reiterat<ed 
my requeft, that fhe would not write to thenu 
I faid too, fhe had concealed many for the fake 
of her peace of mind — when in £a&, L e ,- 
this was merely a child of my own brain, made 

Mrs. J ^'s by adoption, to enforce the argu* 

ment I had before urged fo flrongly. -^ Do not 
mention this drcumflance to Mrs. J ■ , 'twould 
difpleafe her — and I had no defign in it bi^ 
for the Bramine to be a friend to herfelf. — • I 
ought now to be bufy from fun-rife to fun 
fet, for I have a book to write -*- a wife to re> 
ceive -^ an eftate to fell — a parifh to fuperin^ 
tend, and, what is worft of all, a difquieted heart 
to reafon with — thefe are continual calls upon 
me. — I have received half a dozen letters to 
prefs me to join my friends at ScxAmcoqj^^ but 
I am at prefent deaf to them alL-— 1 perhaps 
may pafs a few days there fomething later in the 
feafon, not at prefent -* and .fo, dear L- * - ■ c^ 
adieu. 

I am moft cordially youR, 
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LETTER C; 



TO IGNATIUS SANCHO. 



Coxwould, June 30 [1767]. 

I MUST acknowledge the 

courtefy of my good friend Sancho's letter were 

I ten times bufier than I am, and muft thank him 

too for the many expreflions of his good will, 

and good opinion — 'Tis all aflfedation to fay 

a man is not gratified with being praifed -^ we 

only want it to be fmcere — and then it will be 

taken, Sanchb, as kindly as yours. I left town 

very poorly — and with an idea I was taking leave 

of it for ever — but good air, a quiet retreat, 

and quiet reflexions along with it, with an afs to 

milk, and another to ride upon (if I chufe it), 

all together do wonders. — I ihall live this year 

at leaft, I hope, be it but to give the world, be*. 

fore I quit it, as good impreffions of me as^ you 

have, Sancho. I would only covenant for juft 

fo much health and fpirits as are iufident to car-< 

ry my pen through the taik I have fet it thtsfum- 

mer. — But I am a reiigned being, Sancho, and 

take health and fidbiefs, as I do light and dark* 

nels, or the viciffitudes of fcafons — ths^ is, jvA 

as it pleafes God to fend them •— and accom* 

modate myfdtf to thar periodical returns, as well 

A A 2 as 
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as I can — only taking care, whatever befals 
me in this filly world — not to lofe my temper 
at it. — This I believe, friend Sancho, to be the 
trueft philofophy — for this we muft be indebted 
to ourfelves, but not to om* fortunes. — Fare- 
well — I hope you will not forget your cuftom 
of giving me a call at my lodgings next winter 
— in the mean time, I am very cordially. 

My honeft friend Sancho, 

Yours, 



L. STERNE, 



LETTER CL 



TO MR. AND MRS. K 



CoxwQuld, July 6, 1767. 

It is with as much true 
gratitude as^ ever heart £elt, that I fit down to 
thank my dear friends Mr. and Mrs. J ■ for 
the continuatioii of thar attention to me ^ but 
for this laft. mftance of their humanity and po- 
litenels to me^ I nuift ever be their debtor — I 
never <an thank you enough, my dear friends, 
and yet I thank you firom my foul -^ and for 
the (ingle day's lia^ine£s your goodnefs would ' 
have lent me, I wifli I could tend you back thou^ 
lands 4-^ I cannot^ but they ^nU come of them- 

felves 



Jelves — and fo God blefs you. — I have had 
twenty times my pen in my hand fince I came 
down, to writ? d: letter to-^ou both in Gerrard- 
ftreet — ■ but I am a fliy kind of a foul at the 
bottom, and have a je^loufyy^^ut troubling my 
friends, efpecially abbut myfelf — I am now got 
perfeftty well, but was a mfcwith' afte^ m^ aSrival 
in the country, in but i poor ftate — my body 
has got the ftatt, arid is at prefent imore at cafe 
than my mind ~ but this world is a fchoot of 
trials, and fo Heaven's will be done i.-r^ I hope 
you have both enjoyed all that I have wante4 
— ■ and to complete your joy, that your little 
lady flourifhes like a vine at your table, t6 
which I hope to fee her preferred by next win* 
ter. — I am now beginning to be truly bufy at 
my Sentimental Journey — the pains and for- 
rows of this life having retarded its progrefs — 
but I (hall make up my lee-way, and overtake eve^ 
ry body in a very fliort time. 

What can I fend you that Yorkftiire produ- 
ces ? tell me — I want to be of ufe to you, for I 
am, my dear friends, with the trueft value and 
iielleem. 

Your evef obUged 

L. STERNE* 
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LETTER Cli. 

TO MR. FAKCHAUD, AT PAS.IS. 

MT DEAR PANCHAUD, Yorft, July ao, 1767. 

Be fo kind as to forward 
what letters are arrived for Mrs. Sterne at your 
office by to-day's poft, or the next, and Ihe will 
receive them before (he quits Avignon, for En- 
gland — fhe wants to lay out a little money in 
an annuity for her daughter — advife^ier to get 
her own life infured in London, left my Lydia 
fhould die before her. — If there are any packets, 
fend them with the ninth volume * of Shandy, 
which flie has failed of getting — (he fays flie 
has drawn for fifty louis "^^ when fhe leaves Pa- 
ris fend by her my accoimt. Have you got 

me any French fubfcriptions, or fubfcriptions in 
France ? — Pr^fent my kindeft fervice to Mifs 
P. I know her politenefs and good-nature will 
incline her to give Mrs, J. her advice about what 

fhe may venture to bring over. I hope every 

thing goes on well, though never half fo well as 

I wifh God profper you, my dear frien4 

— ' Believe me moft warmly 

Yours, 

JL. STERNE. 
♦ Alluding to the firft edition. 

The 
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The fooner you fend me the gold ihuff-box^ 
the better — 'tis a prefent firom my beft friend. 



LETTER CIIL 



TO MR. AND MRS. J. 



CoxwouM, Auguft %f 1767. 

My dear friends Mn and 
Mrs. J. — are infinitely kind to me, in fending 
now and then a letter to inquire after me -?- 
and to acquaint me how they are. — You can- 
not conceive, my dear lady, how truly I bear a 
part in your illnefs. •— I wiih Mr. J— would 
carry you to the South of France in piufuit of 
health — but why need I wifh it, when I know 
his a£Fe£tion ynll make him do thatand ten time$ 
as much to prevent a return of thofe fymptoms 
which alarmed him fo much in the fpring — - 
your politenefs and humanity are always con- 
triving to treat me agreeably, and what you pro- 
mife next winter will be perfeftly fo — but you 
muit get weU — and your little dear girl mufl 
be of the party, with her parents and friends, 
to give it a relifh — I am fure you fliew no par- 
tiality but what is natural and praife-worthy, in 
behalf of your daughter, but I wonder my fiiends 
will not find her a play-fellow ; and I both hope 
and advife them not to venture along through 
this warfare of life without two ftripgs at leaft 

A A 4 to 
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to their bcrwr^ •— I had letters from France by 
UA night's poft, by which (by fome fataUty) I 
find not one of my letters has reached Mrs. Sterne. 
This gives me concern, as it wears the afpefl: of 
unkindnefs, which fhe by no means merits from 
me. — My wife and dear girl are coming to pay 
me a vifit for a few months ; — I wifh I may pre-^ 
vail with them to tarry' longer. — You niuft per- 
mit me, dear Mrs. J. to make my Lydia known 
to you, if I can prevail with my wife to come and 
fpend a little time in X^ondon, ^ ihe returns to 
France. I expert a fmall parcel — may I trou* 
Me you, before you write next, to fend to my 
lodgings to afk if there is any thing direded to 
me that you can inclofe under coven — I have 
but one excufe for this, freedom, which I am 
prompted to ufe, from a perfuafion that it isdo<r 
ing you pleafure to give you an . opportimity of 
doing an obliging thing -^ and as to myfelf, I 
reft fatisfied, for 'tis only fcoring up another debt 
of thanks to the miUions I owe you both already 
— Receive a thoufand and a thoufand thanks, 
yes, and with them ten thoufand friendly wifhes 
for all you wilh in this world — May my friend 
Mr. J. continue bleffed with good health, and 
may his good lady get perfeftly well, there be* 
ing no woman^s health or comfort I fo ardently 
pray for. — Adieu, my dear friends — believe 
me moft truly and fiaithfUlly yours, 

f. S. In Eliza's laft Letter, dated from ' 

St. 



St. j2^o,-flie tells me, ^ fne does' yduj* that 
ihe is extremely ill — God prbtefl: her ! -*- By 
^13 time furely ihe ha» fet foot upon dry land 
at Madras — I heartily wiih her welt, and if 
Yorick was with her he Would tell her fo — but 
he is cut off from this, by bodily abfence — I 
am prefent with her in fpirit, however — bUl 
what is that ? you will fay, ^ 

• 

LETTER CIV, 

TO J H— — — S, ESQ. 

MY DEAk H. CoxwouW, Aug. ii, 1767. 

I AM glad all has pafled 
with fo much amity inter te'^ fiUuni Mar cum 
iuum^ and that Madame has foutid grace in thy 
fight — All is well that ends well — and fo 
much for moralizing upon it. I wifh you could, 
or would, take up your parable, and prophecy 
as much good concerning me and riiy affairs. — 
Not one of my letters has got to Mrs. Sterne 
fince the notification of her intentions, which has 
a pitiful air on my fide, though I have wrote 
her fix or feven — I imagine fhe will be here 
ihe latter end of September ; though I have no 
rfate for it, but her impatience, which, having 
fuffered by my fuppofed filence, I am perfuaded 
will make her fear the worft — if that is the cafe, 
flie wiil fly to England — a moft natural con- 
stlufion -»- You did well to difcontinue all comr 

merce 
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merce with Jameses powders — as yon are fe 
well^ rqoice therefore, and let your heart be 
meny — mine ought upon the fame fcore — 
fi3r I ncrer have been fo well fince I left college 

— and ihould be a marvellous happy man^ but 
for fome reflexions wliich bow down my fpirits 

— but if I live but even three or four years, 
I will acquit myfelf with honour — and - no 
matter ! we will talk this over when we meet 

— If all ends as temperately as with you, and 
that I find grace, &c, &c., I will come and fing 
Te Deum, or drink poculum ele^dtum^ or do 
any thing in the world. — I ftiould depend upon 
G — *s critic upon my head, as much, as Mo- 
liere*^ old woman upon his comedies — when 
you do not want her fodety, let it be carried 
into your bed-chamber to flay her, or clap it 

upon her bum — to and give her my 

blefling as you do it. — • 

My poftiilion has fet me a-ground for a week, 
by one of my piftols burfting in his hand, which 
he taking for granted to be quite (hot of — he 
inftantly fell upon his knees and faid (Our Fa- 
ther, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
Nsime), at which, like a good Chriftian, he 
flopped, not remembering any more pf it — 
the affair was not fo bad as he at firft thought, 
for it has only burjlen two of his fingers (he 
fays). — I long to return to you, but I fit here 
^lone as folitary and fad as a tom cat, which by 
the bye is all the company I keep — ^he follows 

me 
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me from the parlour to ^he Idtchen, into the 
garden, and every place — I vnSk I had a 4og 
— my daughter will bring me one — and fo 
God be about you, and ftrengthen your faith — 
I am affedionately, dear couiin yours. 

My fervice to the C — , though they are 
from home, a^d to Panty* 

LETTER CV. 

TO MR. AND MRS. J. 
MY DEAR FRI£l>n)|, CoxwouW, Auguft 13, t^dr- 

I BUT copy your great dvUitf 
to me in writing you word, that I have this 
moment received another letter wrote eighteen 
days after the date of the laft from St. Jago — 
if our poor fri^d could have wrote another letter 
to England, you would in courfe have had it •— 
but I fear, from the circumftance of great hurry 
and bodily diforder in which fhe was, when 
{he difpatched this, fhe might not have time. — 
In cafe it has fo fallen out, I fend you the con- 
tents of .what I have received — and that is a 
melancholy hiftpry of herfelf and fufferings fince 
they left St. Jago — continual and moft violent 
rheumatifm all the time — a fever brought on 
with fits, and attended with delirium, and every 
terrifying fymptom — the recovery from this 
left her k>w and eniaciated to ! a fkeleton. — I 
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give you the pain of this detail with a bleeding 
heart, knowing h©w much at the fame time h 
'will affeft yours. The three or four lad days of 
our journal leave us with hopes (he will do well 
at laft, for (he is more cheerful — - and ieems to 
be getting into better fpirits ; and health will 
follow in courfe. They have croffed the line — 
are much becalmed, by which, uith otKer delays, 
flie fears they will lofe their )^ffege to Madras 
— - and be fome months fooner for it at Bombay. 
— - Heaven proteft her, for (he fuffers much, 
and with uncommon fortitude. — She writes 

much to me about h^ dear friend Mrs. J 

in her laft packet. — In truth, my good lady, 
file Ibves and Honours you frbm her heart ; but, 
tf life did nof , I fliould not efteem her, or wifh 

ner fo well as I do. Adieu, my dear friends 

-^ you have few in the world more truly and 
cordially ' 

Yours, 

L. STERNE, 

P. S. 1 have jufl received, as a prefent.from 
a man I fhall ever love, a mod elegant gold 
fnuff-box, fabricated for me at Paris — *tis not 
the firft pledge I have received of his friend- 
fliip. — May I prefume to inclofe you a letter of 
chit-chat which I fhall write to Eliza ? I know 
you will write yourfelf, and my letter may have 
the honour to chaperon yours to India — 'they 
will neither of them be the worfe received for 
^oing together in company, but I fear they will 
get late in the year to their deftined polrt,' as they 
go firft to Bengal. 
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LETTER CVI. 



TO MISS STERNE. 

Cozwould, Auguft 24, 1 767. 

I AM truly furprifed, my dear 
Lydia, that my laft letter has not reachai thy 
mother and thyfelf — It looks moft unkind on 
my part, after your having wrote me word of 
your mother's intention of coming to England, 
that (he has not received my letter to welcome 
you both — and though in that I faid I wiihed 
you would defer your journey till March, for 
before that time I (hould have publifhed my fen-, 
timental work, and fliould be in town to receive 
you — yet I will {hew you more real politeffes 
than any you have met with in France, as mine 
will come warm from the heart. — *- 1 am forry 
you are not here at the races, but les fetes cham^ 
fStres of the Marquis de Sade have made you 
amends. — I know B — — very well, and he 
is what in France would be called admirable «-<-^ 
that would be but fo fo here — - Yoa are right 
— . he ftudies nature more than any, or rather 
Hioft of tlie French comedians •— If the Emprefs 
of Ruflia pays him and his wife a penlion of 
twenty thoufand livres a year, I think he is very 
w«Ii off. ~ The folly of flaying till after twelve 
for &pper ••**• that you two excommuntcated 

14 bdngs 
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bciogs imglit hare meati — ^ ^hK coofdoKe 
would not let it be fenred before.'* — Surdy 
die Ifarquis thought ytm both^ being Knglifli^ 
could not be fatisfied without it. I would hare 
pven^ not my gown and caflbck (for I hav^ but 
one), but my topaz ring, to bare feen the petits 
wutitres et maitrejes go to mais, after having 
(pent the night in dancing. *— As to my pleafures 
diey are few in compals. My poor cat fits pur- 
ring belide me -— your lively French dog fhall 
have hi« place on the other fide of my fire — 
but if he is as devilifh aswhen I laft faw him, 
I muft tutor him, for I will not have my cat 
abufed — in (hort^ I will have nothing devilifh 
about me -— a combuftion will fpoil a fentimental 
thought. 

Another thing I muft defire — do not be 
alarmed — 'tis to throw all your rouge pots 
into the Sorgue before you fet out — I will have 
no rouge put on in England — and do not be- 
wail them as did her filver feringue 

or glitter equipage which (he loft in a certain 
river — - but take a wife rdfolution of doing with- 
out rouge. — I have been three days ago bad 
again — wth a fpitting of blood — and that un- 
feeling brute ••***** came — and drew my 
curtains, and with a voice like a trumpet, hal« 
looM in my ear -^ Z— ds, what a fine kettle 

of filh have you brought yourfelf to, Mr. S. 1 

In a foint voice I bad him leave me, for comfisrt 
fure was never adminiftered in fo rough a man- 

ner — 
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h«r — Tdl your mother^ I hope (he will pur- 
chafe what either of you may want at Paris -— 
'tis an occafion not to be loft — fo write to me 
from Paris, that I may come and meet you ia 
my poft chaife with my long tailed-hbrfes — and 
the moment you have both put your feet in it, 
call it hereafter yours. — • Adieu, dear Lydia — • 
believe me what I ever fliall be, 

Your aflfedionate father, 

L STERNE. 

I think I Siall not write to Avignon any more, 
but you will find one for you at Paris -— once 
more adieu. 



LETTER CVII. 

TO SIR W. 

> - • 

MY DEAR SIR, September xp, 1767. 

YdtJ are perhaps the drolled 
being jn the univerfe •— why do you banter me 
fo about what I wrote to you ? — Tho* I told 
you, every morning I jumped into Venus's lap 
(meaning thereby the fea), was you to infer from 
diat, that I leaped into the ladies beds afterwards ? 
— The body guides you — the mind me. — • I 
have wrote the moft \yhimfical letter to a lady 
that was ever read, and talked of body and foul 
too — - I faid ihe had made me vain by faying 
jhe was mine more than ever woman vrds -^ 

8 but 
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but file is not the lady of Bond-ftreet, j^ot 

fquare, nor the lady who fupped with 

me in Bond-ftreet, on fcoUop'd.oyfters^ md other 
foch things — nor did ihe ever go tete-a-iete 
with me to Salt HilU ——Enough of fuch non- 
fenfe — The pafl is over — and I can }uftily 
ratyfelf unto myfelf — can you do as much ? — 
No, 'faith ! — " You can feel I'* Aye, fo caa 
my cat, when he hears a female cater- wauling on 
the houfe-top — but cater- wauling difgulls me. 
I had rather raife a gentle flame, than have a 
different one raifed in me. — Now I take hf^ren 
to witnefs^ after all this badinqgey my heart is 
innocent — and the fporting ot my pen k e^u^l, 
juft equal to what I did in my boyifh days, when 
J got aflride of a (lick, and galloped away — 
The truth is this — that my pen governs me — • 
not me my pen. -— You are much to blame if 
you dig for marie, unlefs you are fure of it. I 
was once fuch a puppy myfelf, as to pare, and 
bum, and had my labour for my paiiis, and two 
hundred pounds out of my pocket. Curfe on 
ferming (faid I) I will try if the pen will not 
lucceed better than the fpade* The following up 
of that afiair (I mean farming) made me lofe 
my taijper, and a cart load of tum^ was (1 
^oitght) very dear at two hundred pounds* 

In all your operations may your own goo4 i^nfe 
guide you — bought escperience is the devil. — 
Adieu, adi^4 .^ BeUeve me 

Yours nu)ft truly. 
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LETTER CVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I 

DEAR SIR, Cozwould, Sept. »7, 1767. 

You are arrived at Scar- 
borough when all the wdrld has left it — but 
•you are an unaccountable being, and fo th€[rei$ 
nothing mpre to be faid on the matter •— You 
wifli me ta come to Scarborough, and join you 
to read a work that is not yet finifhed — befides, 
I have other things in my head. — My wife 
will be here in three or four days, and i muft 
not be found ftraying in the wildemels •— l>ut J 
have been there. As for meeting you at Bluit's, 
with all my heart — I will laugh, and drink my 
barley-water with you. As foon as I have 
greeted my wife and daughter, and hired tihwn 
a houfe at York, I {hall go to London, whex^ 
you generally ijre in Spring — and then my S^en- 
timental Journey will, I dare (ay, convince you 
that my feelings are from the heart, and thilt^tl^t 
heart is not of the worft of moulds — prated ,bp 
God for my fenflbility ! Though it has often.m^d^ 
me wretched, yet I would not exchange it for 
all the pleafures the gjtofkSt fenfualift ever feit. 
Write to me the day you will be at York — • 
'tis ten to.pne but I may introduce you to my 
wife and daughter. Believe me, my good Sir, 

Ever yoiu^ 

VOL. IV. BB I- STERNE* 
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LETTER CIX. 

TO MR^ PANCHAUD, AT PARIS. 
MAR SIR, York, Oaober i, 1767. 

I HAVE ordered my friend 
BeckeC to advance for two months your account' 
which my wife this day delivered — fhe is in 
raptures with all your civilities. — This is to 
give you notice to draw upon your correlpondent 
— and Becket will dedu£t out of my publication. 
— i To-morrow morning I repair with her t© 
Coxwould, and my Lydia feems tranfported with 

the jRght of me. — Nature, dear P ^ breathes 

m all her compofition ; and except a little vivar 
city — which is a fault in the world we live in — 
I am fully content with her mother's care of 
her. — Pardon this digreflion from bufmefs — • 
but 'tis natural to fpeak of thofe we love, r— ' As 
to the fabfcriptions which your friendfcip has 
procured ttie, I muft have them to incorporate 
with my lifts which are to be prefixed to the firft 
volume. — My wife and daughter jofc in mil- 
Kons of thanks — they will leave me the rft of 
December. — ~ Adieu, adieu I — Believe me 

Yours, moft truly 
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LETTER ex. 



TO MR, AND MRS; U 



" Coxwou1d,b£^oW 3,1767. 

I HAVE fuffered under 1 
ftrong defire for above this fortnight to fend a 
letter of inquiries after the health and the Well- 
being of triy dear friiends, Mr. and Mrs; J -^ — ; 
and I do aifure you both^ 'twas iiiei^ly omag 
to a little modefty in my temper not to niake my 
good-^will troubiefome, where I hsive fo much; 
and to thofe I never think of, but with ideas of 
feniibility zad obligation, that I have refraiilM. 
^— Good God ! to think I could be in town; and 
not go the firft ftep I made to Gcirrard-ftreet ! — 
My mind and body muft be at fad variance with 
each other, Ihould it eVef fall out that it is not 
both the firft and laft plade alfo where I ihall 
betake myfelf j vreri it only td fajr, " Cod blefs 
you** '^^ Miay you haV6 every blefiing he can 
fend yoti ! *tis a jSaft of my litany, where you 
inll ialways haVe a place whilft I haVef a tongue 
to repeat it -^ And fo ybu heard 1 had left Scar- 
borough, which you iflfould no ihdre credit^ than 
the reafons affignM fot it -^ I thank yoU fbt it 
tandly — tho' you have ridt told me what they 
were; being a Ihrewd divine, t think I can 
guefe. -^ I was tell days at Scarborough in Sep- 
tember, and was hofpitabiy entertained by one 
of the beft of bur Biihops ; whoy as |xe kept 

B B 2 houfe 
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houfe there, prefo'd me to be with him — and 
his houfehold confided of a gentleman, and two 
ladies, which, with the ^ood Hfiiop and myfelf, 
made fo good a party that we kept much to our- 
felves. — I made in this time a connexion of 
great fiiendlkip with my mitred hoft, who would 
f}2^Y ibave t^esx me with him back to Ireland. 
<— However, we all left Scarboc;o^^ togtsU^er^ 
»4 lay fifteen miles off, where we kindly pasted 
« — Now it wasfuppofed (and luure fince heard) 
that I e'en went on with the party to London, 
^udd this licqp^ppfe was the rreafen aflign'd for 
my tbeing there. — - 1 dare ia^y charity wpul4«add 
m>ltttle^totthe aocpunt, and give out that 'twas on 
Skt&ofe of;piiQ» .and .pei(hiyf>s iboih €>f ^the ladios 
-— aiid fl ^1 excttfe charity on that h^d^ iar 
a heurt diiengaged could not well Have done 
iielter. -— -I ;have cbeen 'hwd wi^ti^g eva: ftnce 
^'^ and hope by Chriftma^ I fball.bis a^ to <giv^ 
a igentle rap at your door «^ >wd tell you^ho^iir 
;happy I am to f^e my two .good friwds. '•«*-([ 
jiffureyeu J Jfpur on my P^g^us m»ff^ .idpl^t^ 
.uppnrthat a<GU}Qunt, ,and am no?^ -detenqfuii/ed ^not 
-ip draw bit^ till I have fii^fhed.tl^ JS^utiin^ntal 
. Jpiirney -^ which I hope-to lay aluyo^ -^st^ ^ 
dt finaU (bjit a very honed) teft]B^)iiy of fthfs.cqp* 
4Uitt t^th with vrhich I am. 

My dear ffrionds, 

Your ever obUg^ . 

J)md grateful 

¥.^. IMy wife and dau^ter avmed hese 

lad 
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laft night from France. — My girl hasretum'd 
an elegant accdmpliftiM little flut — my wife 
— but I hate, to praife my wifa — 'tis as 
much as decency will allow to praife my daugh- 
ten — I fuppofe they will return next fummer 

to France. They leave me in a month to 

refid'e at York for die winter — and I flay at 
Coxwould till the firft of January. 



LETTER CXI. 



TO MRS. F 



D£AR MADAM, CovrauU^ Tp^ 

I RETURN jfm a dlOCtP- 

fand thanks for your obfiging inquiry after sit 
— « I got down laft fummer very nmch worn oa| 
— * and much worfe at the end of my journey 
— I was forced to call at his Grace's houfe (tht 
Archbifhop of York) to refrefh myielf a couph 
of days upon the road near Doncafler — - Siace I 
got home to quietnefs, and tempenoicey and 
good books, and good hours, I have mended — ^ 
and am now very flout -^ and in a fortnight's timft 
fhall perhaps be as well as you youifelf could wiih 
me. -— I have the pleafure to acqixaint yoa 
that my wife and daughter are arrived from 
France — — I fhall be in town to greet my 
friends by the firfl of January. — Adieu, dear 
madam — Believe me 

Yours fincerely, 

L. STERNI* 
BB 3 



.* 



$74 ISTTEKS, 



LETTER CXII. 

i* . .... 

TO MRS. H. 

. • t 

Coxwould, Odibber zi, 1 767. 

Ever fince my dear H. 
wrote me word fhe was mine more than ever 
woman was, I have been racking my memory to 
inform me where it was that you and I h;ul that 
affair together. — People think that I have ha4 
xnany, fome in body, fome in mind \ but as I 
tpl(l you before, you have had me more than any 
woman — therefore you muft have had me, 
R p- , both in mind, and in body. — Now I 
cannot recoiled where it was, nor exadly when 
^— it could not be the lady in Bond-ftreet, or 
Grofyenor-ftreet, or r -*— Square, or Pall- 
mall* ~ .We Ihall make it out, H. when we 

ineet -r- I impatiently long for it ? 'tis no 

matter r-* I cannot now ftand writing to you to- 
day -^ I will make it up next poll — for dinner 
is upon table, and if I make Lord F ftay, 

he will not. jfrank this. How do you do ? 

Which parts of Triftram do you like bed I — ^ 
£rod blels you. 

Yours, 

'^ L, ST£RK£, 



L. 
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LETTER CXIII. 



TO MR. A'ND MRS. J 



CoxwouU, Morember la, 1767, . 

Forgive me, dear Mrs. 
J ■ , if I am troiublefome in writing fome* 
thing betwixt a letter and a card, to inquire after 

you and my good friend Mr. J , whom *ti$ 

an age fince I have beard a fyllable of. - — ^ I 
think fo, however, and never morefek the want 
of a houfe I efteen fo much, as I do now wheij 
I can hear tidings of it fo feldoni — and have 
nothing to recompence my deiires of feeing its 
kind pofTeffors, but 'the hopes before me of 
doing it by Chriftmas. — I long fadly to fee you 

— and Tfiy frjend Mr. J . I am ftill at 

Coxwould — niy wife and girl * here. — • Shells 
a dear good creature -»- affeftionate, and nioft 
elegant in body and mind •— {he is all heavfen 

could give me in a daughter --r but like other blef 
fmgs, not given, but lent > for her mother loves 
France — and this dear part of me muft b^ torn 
from my arms to follow her mother, who fe^ms 
inclined to eftablifh her in France, where fte ha§ 

* Mrs. Medalle thinks an apology may be neceflkiy for 
publifhing this Letter — • the beft fhe can offer is -^ that i% 
was written by a fond parent (whofe commendation fbe is 
proud of J to a very fmcere friend, 

^ B 4 b^d 
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had many advantageous offers. — Do not fmile 
at my weaknefs, when I fay I don't wonder at it, 
for (he is as accomplifhM a flut as France can {m*o- 
duce. — You fhall excufe all this — if you won't, 
I defire Mr. J — — to .be my advocate • — but I 
know I don't want one. — With what pleafure 
fliall I embrace your dear little pledge — whom I 
h6pc to fee evetf hour increafing in ftature, and 
in favour, both with God and man ! — I Idk all 
y^mr hands with a moft devout smd friendly heart. 
' No itian can wilh you more good than 
y6iflf fticatgre friend does — few fo much, for I 
itih wfth infinite cofdiaKty, gratitude, and honefl 

My dear Mfs. J — — , 

Your ever ^thful 

L. STERNE. 

p. S. My Sentimental Journey will pleafe 

Mrs. J- , and my Lydia — I can anfwer for 

thofe two. it is a fubjeft which works well, and 
fuits the frame of mind I have been in for fome 
fime pari: — I told you my defign in it was to 
teach us to love the world and our fellow-crea- 
better than we da — fo it runs moft upon 

01^ geatler paffions and affedtions, which aid 
.0 much to It. Adieu, and may you and my 
wbrthy friend Mr. J ■ " continue e:iamples of 
^cdbftrinfelttech! 
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LETTER CXIV. 

TO MRS. H. 

Coxwould, Nov. 15, 1767. 

Now be a good dear wo- 
man, my H , . and execute thefe conmiif- 

fions well — and when I fee you I will give you 
a kils — there's for you ! — But I have fome- 
thing elfe for you which I am fabricating at a 
great rate, and that is my Sentimental Journey^ 
which (hall make you cry as much as it has af- 
fected me — or I will give up the bufinds of 
fentimental writing — and write to the body — 
that IS, H. what I 3m doing in writing to you — 
but you are a good body^ which is worth half a 
fcore mean fouls. — 

I am yours, &c. &c. 

L. SHANDY. 



LETTER CXV. 

TO A. L E, ESQ. 

Coxwould, November 19, 1767. 

You make yourfelf unhappy^ 
dear L c , by imaginary ills — which yoii 
might fhun inflead of putting yourfelf m the way 
of. — Would not any man in his fenfes fly from 

the 
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the objeft he adores, and not wafte his time and 
his health in increafiag his mifery by fo vain a pur- 
fuit ? — The idol of your heart is one of ten 

thoufand. — The Duke of has long fighed 

in vain — and- can you fuppofe a woman ^dll 
liften to you that is proof againft titles, ftars, and 
ted ribands ? — Her heart (believe me, L c ) 

fnfl not be taken in b}' fine men, or fine fpeeches 
'»-— if it fliould ever feel a preference, it will 
choofe an object for itfetf, and it muft be a An- 
gular charafter that can make an impreffion on 
liich a being — fl^e has a platonic way of think- 
ing, and knows love only by name — - the na- 
tural refenre rf her charaft«',* which you com- 
plain of, proceeds not from pride, but from a fu- 
periority of underftanding, which makes her de- 
fpife every man that turns himfelf into a fool — 
« — Take my advice and pay your addreffes to 

Mils ; flie efteems you, and time will 

wear off an attachment which has taken fo deep 

a. root in your heart. I pity yoi| from my 

foul — but we are all bom with paffions which ebb 
,and flow (elfe they would play the devil with us) 
to different obje^ — and the beft ^dvice I can 
give you, L — i — e, is to turn the tide of yo^r$ 
another way. — I know not whetljer I fiiall write 
again while I flay at'Cozwould. — I am in eam-r 
eft at my fentimental work — and intend being 
|n town foon after Chriftmas — in the mean 
time adieu, — • Let me hear from you and believe 
me, dear L. 

Yours, &c. 

L. STERNA, 
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LETTER CXVI. 



TO THE EARL OF i ■ ■ ■ ■ y 



I 



MY LORD, Cojcwquld, November ajB, t7^f» 

'Tis with the greateft plear 
fure I take my pen to thank your Lordfhip for 
your letter of inquiry about Yorick — r- he has 
worn out lK>th his fpirits ^id body with the Sen- 
timental Journey — »- 'tis true that an author miift 
feel himfelf, or his reader will not — but I have 
torn my whole frjune into pieces by my feelings 
•r- I believe the brain ftands as much in need of 
recruiting as the body — therefore I Ihall fet out 
for town the twentieth of next month, afifer 
having recruited myfelf a ujreek at York. I 
might indeed folape myfejf with my wife (who 
is come f^om France^, but in fad I have long 
been a fentimental being — - whatever your Lordr - 
Qnp may t|iink to the contrary. The world has 
imagined, becaufe I wrote Triflnqn Shandy^^ 
^hat I was myfelf more Shandean than I really 
ever was — *tis a good-natured world we live in, 
and we are often painted in (divers colours acr 
tcording to the ideas each one frames in his head, 
r— A very agreeable lady arrived three years 
ago at York, in her road to Scarborough - — I 
had the honour of being acquainted with her, 
an^ was her fbaperan *— all . the females were 

very 
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very inquifitive to know who fhe was — "Do 
not tell, ladies ; *tis a miftrefs my wife has re- 
commended to me — nay moreover has fent me 
from France." 

I hope my book will pleafe you, my Lord, and 
then my labour will not be totally in vain. If it 
is not thought a chafte book, mercy on them 
that read it, for they muft have warm imaginations 
indeed! Can your Lordfhip forgive my not 

Hiaking this a longer epiftle ? InfeQrt,Ican 

but add this,, which you already kiiow — that I 
am, with gratitude and friendfliip^ 

My Lord, 

Your obedi^it fiuthful, 

L. STERK£. 

If your Lordfhip is in town in Spring, I (hould 
be hsppy if you became acquainted with my 
friends in Gerard-ftreet — you would efteem 
the hufband and honour the wife — » flie is die 
reverfe of moft of her fex — they have various 
purfuits — - fhe but one — that of [rfesifi^ her 
hufband. — — 



I 
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LETTER CXVIL 



TO HIS JEXCELLENCY SIR O. M. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, Cqxwould, D«cembcr ^ 1767. 

For tho' you 2u?e.hfe;Eac- 
celleacy, and Lftill but Parfon Yoiick -^ I ftill 
muft call you (o ^— and were you to be next 
Emperor of Jluffia, i dould.not write to yoja, or 
fpeak of you, under any other relation •— I fetU 
citateyou, I djont-fay how much, bec^ufe I -cw'-t 

— I always had fome thing like a jund of refve- 
lation within me, which pointed out this track 
for you in which you are fo happily advanced — • 
it was not only my wifhes for you, which were 
ever .ardent enough to impofe upon ^a vifior^juy 
brain, but 1 thought I aftually faw yqu juft Where 
you now are — and that is juft, my de?ir ^jftji- 
cartney, where you fhould be. — I (hould long^ 
long ago have acknowledged the kindnefs of a 
letter of yours from Peterlburgh, but hearing 
daily accounts you was leaving it — this is the 
firft time I knew well where my thanks would 
find you — how they will find you I know well 

— that is the fame I ever knew you. In three 
weeks I fhall kifs your hand, — and fooner, if I 
can finiih my Sentimental Journey. — The deuce 

3 take 
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take all fentiments ! I wifh there was not one in 
the world ! My wife is come to pay me a fenti- 
mental vifit as far as from Avignon ^— and the 
folitejfe arifing from fuch a proof of her urbani- 
ty has robbed me of a month's writing, or I had 
been in town now. — I am going to lye-in ; be- 
ing at Chriftmas at my full reckoning — and 
itnlefs what I fhall bring forth is not prefs^d to 
death by thefe devils of priilters, I fhall havef 
the honour of prefentirig to you a couple of ai 
dean brats as ever chafte brain conceit'ed -=-» 
they are frolickfome too, mais cela n*empeche pat 
*— 1 put your name down with many wttmg and 
right hon9urablesy knowing you would take it 
hot well if I did not make myfelf hq>py with it# 
Adieuy my dear friend. 

BeKeve me yottfs, &c. 



.' P* Si If you lee Mr. Crawfurd> tell him t 
gv^eet him kindly. 
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LETTER CXVIII. 



TO A. L— — — E, ESQ. 
t>EAR L. Coiwould, December 7, 17^7. 

I SAID I would not perhap? 
write any more, but it would be unkind not ta 
reply to fo interefting a letter as yours — • I am 

certain you may depend upon Lord ^s pro- 

mifes — * he will take care of you in the beft 
manner he can, an4 your knowledge of the 
world, and of languages in particular, will make 
you ufeful in any department — If his Lord- 
ihip's fcheme does not fucceed, leave the king- 
dom — go to the eaft, or to the weft, for tra- 
velling would be of infinite fervice to both your 
body and mind — But more of this when we 

meet — now to my own affairs. 1 have had 

an offier of exchanging two pieces of preferment 
I hold here, for a living of three hundred and 
fifty pounds a year in Surry, about thirty miles 
from London, and retaining Coxwould, and my 
prebendaryfhip -— the country alfo is fweet — ' 
but I will hot, cannot come to any determina- 
tion, till I have confulted with you, and my 
other friends. — 1 have great offers too in Ire- 
land -— the bilhops of C ■ and R ■ - are 

I o both 
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both my friends — but I have rejefted every 
propofal, unlefis Mrs. S — — and my Ly- 
dia could accompany me thither — I live for the 
fake of my giri, and with her fwefl light burthen 
in my arms, I could get up fall the hill of pre-i 
ferment, if I chofe it — - but without my Lydia, 
if a mitre was offered me, it would fit uneafy up- 
on my brow. -— Mrs. S * s health is infup- 
portable in England. — She muft return to 
France, and jufUce and humanity fbrlnd me to 
oppofe it. — I will allow her enough to live 
comfortably, until ihe can rejoin me. — My heart 
bleeds, L — e, when I think of parting with my 

child 'twill be like the feparadoxi of foxil 

and body -— and equal to nothing but what pafles 
at that tremendous moment ; and like it in on^ 
refpeft, for fhe will be in one kingdom, wtiiUt I 
am in another. — You will laugh at my weaknofe 

— but I cannot help it — for fhe is a dear 
difmterefled girl — As a proof of it — r when ihe 
left Coxwould, and I bad her adieu, I pulled 
out my purfe and offered her ten guineas.ibr her 
private pleafures — her anfwer was pretty, , and 
affe&ed me too much : " No, my dear p2y)a, 
our expences of coming from France may have 
ftraitened you — I would rather put an hundred 
guineas into your pocket than take ten out of it.** 

— I burft into tears — but why do I pradife up- 
on your feelings — by dwelling on a fubjeft that 
will touch your heart ? — It is too much melted 
already by its own fuffering, L •— e, for me to 

add 
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add a pang, or caufe a fmgle figh. — Cod hlefe 
you — I fliall hope to greet ycm by New*year'js 
dfty in perfeia h^th — ^ Adieu, my .dear fiiead 
~ I am mod truly and. cordially yours^ 

JL. STERKE. 



LETTER CXIX. 

TO J—— rt— ^^ S— — , EiQ. 

Liter;as veftras lepidiffi- 
mas^ mi confobrine, confobnnis mei$ omnibus 
'cs^or, accepi die . Veneris ; fed pofta non redie- 
"bat verfus Aquilonem ep die, aliter fcripfiffem 
^out defiderabas. Nefcio quid eft nlateria cum 
me, fed fum fatigatus & segrotus de mei uxore 
plus quam unqusun -^ & fum pofleflus cum dia* 
bolo qui pellet me in urbem — & tu es poffeffus 
cum eodem malo fpiritu qui te tenet in defertp efle 
tentatum aricillis tuis, et perturbatum uxore tu4— • 
crede mihi, mi Antoni, quod iftheec non eft via ad 
faliitem ftve hodiemam, five etemam ; num tu iur 
cipis cogitare de pecunia, quae, ut ait Sandus Pau- 
lus, eft radix omnium malorum, & non fatis dicis in 
corde tuo, ego Antonius de Caftello Infirmo, 
fum jam quadraginta & plus annos natus, & ex- 
plevi oftavum meum luftrum, et tempus eft me 
curare, & meipfum Antonium facere hominem 
VOL. IV. c c felic^m 
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£elicem & liberum, et mihimet ipfi benefucerc^ 
ut exhortatur Solomon^ qui dicit quod nihil eft 
4nelius in hie vid, quam qu6d homo virat fef- 
tiv^9 & qu6d ,edat et bibat, & bono fruatur quia 
hoc eft fua pordo & dos in hoc mundo. 

Nunc te fcire vellemus, quod non debeo efle 
reprehendi pro feftinando eundo ad Londinum, 
quia Deus eft teftis, quod non propero prae glo- 
ria, & pro me oftendere ; nam diabolus ifte qui 
me intravit, non eft diabolus vanus, at confobri- 
nus fuus. Lucifer -— fed eft diabolus amabundus, 
qui non vult finere me effe folum; nam cum 
non cumbenbo cum uxore mea, fum mentulatior 
quam par eft — & fum mortaliter in ampre — 
&.fum fatuus ; ergo tu me, mi care Antoni, ex- 
cuiabis, quoniam tu fuifti in^ amore, & per mare 
& per terras ivifti & feftinafti ficut diabolus eq- 
dem te propellente diabolo. Habeo multa ad te 
fcribere — fed fcribo banc epiftolam in domq 
coffeataria & plena fociorum . ftrepitoforum, qui 
non permittent me cogitare uham cogitationein. 

Saluta amicum Panty n^um, cujus Uteris re- 
fpondebo -— faluta amicos in domo Gift^jrofenfij 
& oro, credas me vinculo confobrinitatis & amo- 
ris ad te, mi Antopi, devmaiffimum; 

L, STERNE. 
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TO MR. AND MRS. J- 



York, December aj, 176;^. 

I WAS afraid that either 
Mr. or Mr6, J—*-*-, or their little ^)loffom, was 
drooping *— or that fopnie of you were ill, by 
not leaving the.pleafure of a line from you, and 
was thinking of writing again to inquire after you 
ill .1 when I was caft down myfelf with a fe- 
ver, and bleeding at my lungs, which had coii- 
fined me to my room near three weeks — * when 
I had the favoiur of yours, which till to-day I 
have not been able to thank you both kindly 
for, as I moft cordially now do *— as well as for 
all your profeffions and proofs of good-will to me 
•— I will not fay I have not balanced accounts 
with you in this — All I know is, that I honour 
and value you more than I do any good creatures 
upon earth — and that I could not wifli your hap- 
pinefs, and the fuccefs of whatever conduces to it, 
more than I do^ was I your brother -— biit good 
God ! are we not all brothers and iifters who ar^ 
friendly^' virtuous and good ^ Surely, my deaif 
.friends^ my illnefs has bcfen a fort of fympathy 
.for your a£Bidions upon the fcore of your dear 
little one. — * I.«ai worn down to.a Ihadow -, bu^ 

CGI- as 
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as my fever has left me, I fet oflF the latter end 
of next week with my friend Mr. Hall for town 
— I need not tell my friends iruGberrard-ftreet, 
I fliall do myfelf the honour to \ifit them, be- 
fore either Lord or Lord , &c. 

&c. — I 4hank you, my dear friend, for what 
you fay fo kindly about my daughter — it fhews 
your good heart, for as fhe is a ftranger, ^tis a 
free gift in you — but when fhe is known to you, 
ihe fhall win it fairly-— but, alafrlwbeii this event 
is to bappea, is in the clouds. Mrs. S— has faired 
a houfe ready furnifhed at York, till flie returns 
to France, and my Lydia muft not leave her. 

What a fad fcmtch cX a letter 1 but i a»» weBky 
my dear friends, both in body and niind — fo 
God blefs you — you will fee me enter Bke a 
^hofl — fo I tell you before-haxid not to be 
frightened. — I am, my dear friends, with the 
trueft attachment and efteem, eyer yours, 

X. STERNJ. 



LETTER CXXL 

TO THE "SAMiE. I 

Old Sdmd'txtet^ JanUaxy V [tiSt^ - 

IJoT kitol««^>heAer the 
moiflure of the weather wfll {>emiit mfe fH giift 
my kind friends in G^nrd*%eet-^a e8U ^ 

- '? morning 



morning for five minutes — I beg leave to fend 
them all the good wifhes, compliments, and re- 
fpefts I owe the^m. — I continue to mend, and 
doubt not but this, with all other evils and un- 
certainties of life, will end for the beft. — • I 
fend all compliments to your fire-fides this Sun- 
day night — Mifs Afcough the wife, Mifs Pigot 
the witty, your daughter the pretty, and fo on. 

•— If Lord O is with you, I beg my dear 

Mtb, J- will prefent the inclofed to him 

> ' - " ^twill add to the millions of obligations I 
aii'eady owe you. -— I am forry that I am no fub- 
fcriber to Soho this feafon — - it deprives me of a 
pteafiire -worth twice the fubfcription — w— but i 
ain juft -going to fend about this quarter of the 
town, to fee if it is not too late to procure a 
dcfcet, imdifpofed of, from fome of my Soho 
friends ; and if I can fucceed, I will either fend 
6ir^ wait upon you with it by half an hour after 
thrte to-lnorrOw — ^ if not, my friend will do me 
the juftice'^6 bi^lbeve rae truly miferabfe. -«• I am 
felf engage!^ or more, for dinner on Sunday 
iiexfi but -^«^ cry to get difehgk^ed in order to 
be wTth my fiiends. — If I cannot, I will gBd*? 
fike a fliadow uninvited to Gerrard-ftreet fotafe 
day this week, that we may ieat our br^^ and^ 
jneat in - love and peace together. — • Gbd^' blefs 
yoa botl^ ! | am with the mod fincere regard. 

Your ever obliged 

t. STERN?, 

c c 3 
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LETTER CXXIL 



TO THE 8AMI(« 

MY DEAR HUEMDS, pid Bopd-ftreet, Monday. 

I HAVE never been z 
moment at reft fince I wrote yefterday iibout this 
Soho ticket — - I have been at a Secretary of 
State to get one -. — have been upon oi|e loiee to 
my friend Sir G-: — M— — , Mr, Lafcelles -^ 
and Mr. Fitzmaurice r^. — without mendoniiig 
five more — ^ — I believe I could m foon get ypu. 
a place at Court, for every body is going — • but 
I will go out and try a new circle ->-» and if you • 
do not hear from me by a quarter after th|-ee, yoa 
may conclude I have been un&rt^n^te in my- 
fupplications. — I fend yo^ this fete of the a^ 
fi^, left my filence fhould make you tl^nk l^ 
I h^d negleded what I pro^uied -^ but no •«-* ' 
Mrs. Jf-^^ — ■ knows me better,, jand would nevert- 
fuppofe it would be out of the head of one who; 
h with fo mu,ch truth 

Her faithful friend, :; 

T 

L. STERNE. 
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LETTER CXXIII. 

•"•rO THE SAMe. ^ : . 

Thurfday, Old Bond-ftreet, 

.-■'■. A THOUSAND thwfoj apcj -: 
as many excufes^ my dear frijKids, for the trou- 
ble my blunder has given you. By a fecond 
note lam^aftonifhed I could read Saturday for 
Sunday^ or make any miftake in a card wrote by 
IVJrs. J — s, in which my friend is as imrivalled, 
as in a hundred greater excellencies. 

I am now tied down neck and heels (twice . 
over) by engagements every day this week, or [ 
.moft joyfully would have trod the old pleafing . 
road from Bond to Gerrard-ftreet. — My books 
wi}l be to be had on Thurfday, but poffibly .on 
Wednefday in the afternoon. — I am quite' well^^^ 
but exhaufted with a room full of conipariy . every " 
morningtillc^inner — Howdd I lament Icanriot jeaf " 
my morfel (which is always fweet) with rue's land 
friends ! ^— The Sunday following I will aflureidly 
W2ut upon yoii both -r- and will come a quarter 
before foufl/tliat. I mav have both a Kttle time 

and a little day. light, to fee Mrs. J :^*s 

pidture — I beg leave to aflure my friends of my"* 
gratitude for all their favours, with my fentimea-' 
tal thanks for every token of their good willV -^ 
^dieu liiy dear friends — 

I ?Lm truly yours, 

* L. STERNE. 

1 • c c 4 
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LETTER CXXIV. 

rk^U M, ETTSTAOt, m AMERICA^ TO TIf£ REV. 
MR. STKRNE, WITH A WAJLKIKG-STICK. 

SIR, • 

When I aflure ybu that 
I am a great admirer of Triflram Shandy, ^ni 
have, ever fmce his introdui^pn into the world, 
been one of his mod zealous defender^ againft 
the repi^ted aflaults of prejudice and mif^ppre- 
henfion, I hope you will not treat thi& une^ped- 
ed appearanice in his company ^ an intruiion. 

Tou know it is an obfenration, as i^emarkable 
fbr its truth as for its antiqmty, th^.a finplitude 
of fentiments is the general parent of fnendfliip. 
— It cannot be wondered at, that J fhquld con: 
cohre an efteem for a perfpn whom nature had 
ntoft indulgently enabled to frilk and curvet with 
eafe through all thefe intricacies of fentimentSj 
wljich, from irrefiftible propenfity, fhe Iiad imr 
pelled me to trudge through widiqi^t mept or 
diftin£tion« 

Thp only reafon that gave rife tp this addrefs 
to yoii, is my accidentally having n:iet with a 
piece of true Shai^dean ftatuary, I mean, accord- 
ing tp yulgar opinicMi, for to iuch judges both 

appear 
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j^ppear equally deftitute of regularity or defi 
.^*- it was made by a very ingenious gentlemaji jaj 
this province, and prefented to the lat^ ^qfkr^/r - 
nor Dobhs ; after his death Mrs. D, gave -4^ 
me : its fingularity made many defirous of pro* 
curing it ; but I had revived at firft not to part 
with it, till, upon r eiSeftion, I thought it would 
be a very proper, and probably not an iunac€e^t-. 
able, copj^ji^ient to my favourite author, and in. 
his hanils might prove as ample 2l field for modi*, 
tation, as a buttoii^hole, or a broom ftickf 
I h^ve the honour to be, &6, &c. 



'^ ,\ 
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MR. sterna's AKSWER.. 

J 



r 
1 



.^{R, . London, Felk^uar; 9, 176S. 

I THIS moment received 
your obliging letter, ^md Shandean piece of^ 
iculpture along with it, of both which teitimo^ 
jijes of your regard I haye the jufteft fenfe, an4 
return you, de^TrSir,. my beft thanks and ac^ 
faiawledgm^nt. ' Yoiu* w^kingrftick is in no 
fenfe more Shandaick than in );hat of its having 
more handle^ tji^ one j the parallel breaks only 
in this, th^t ii\: ufing the ftick, every oni^ wiU 
take the handle which fuits his convenience, fu 
Triftram Shandy^ the handle is tsdten which 
I . * fuits 
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ftiits the paflions, their ignorance, or their fenfi- 
• bility. There is fo little true feeling in the herd 
of the world, that I wofli I could have got an aft 
of parliament, when the bocks firft appeared, 
that none but wife men (hould look into them. 
It k too much to write books, and find heads to 
underftand them ; the world, however, feems to 
come into a better temper about them, the peo- 
ple of genius here being to a man on its fide ; 
and the reception it has met with in Prance, 
Italy, and Germany, has engaged one part of 
the world to give it a fecond rieading. The other, 
in order to be on the ftrong^ft fide, has at length 
agreed to fpeak well of it top. A few hypocrites 
and Tartuffes, whofe approbation co\ild do it 
nothing but difhonour, remain uncpnverted. 

I am very proud. Sir, to hjive had a man like 
you on my fid6 iFrom the beginning ; but it is not 
in the power of every one to tafte huniour, how- 
ever he may wifh it ; it is the gift qf-God ; and, 
befides, ia true feeler always brings half the enters 
taihmefit ialong with him j his own ideas are oYiIy 
called forth by what he reads, and the vibrations 
>^thin him entirely correfpoiki- with thofe excited 
-*- -Tis like reading himfelf -r- and not the book. 

' In a week's time I (hall be delivered of two 
v5lume6 bf the Sentimental Travels of Mr. Y07 
rkk through France and Italy ; but, alas ! the 
fhip fails three days too foon, and I have but 
to liment it deprives me of the pleafure of pre- 
f#nting them to you» • 

Believe 
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Believe cio, dear Sir, with great thanks for 
the honour you have done me, with true efr 
teem. 

Your obliged humble fervant, 

I^AURJSNCE STERKE, 
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TO L. S N, ESQ. 

DEAR SIR, OIJ Bond-ftreet, Wcdaefdav. 

Your commendations are 
very flattering. I know no one whofe judgment 
I think more highly of, but your partiality for 
me is the only inftance in which I can call it in 
qVieflion. — Thanks, my good 'Sir, for the 
prints -^ I am much your debtor for them — if 
I recover firom my ill ftate of health, and live to 
revifit Coxwould this fummer, I will decorate 
my ftudy with them, along with fix beautiful 
pifltures I haye already of the fculptures on poor 
Ovid's tomb, whicTi were executed on marble at 
Rome. — It grieyfes one to think fuch a man 
fhduld have died in exile, who wrote fo well on 
the art <rf- love. — Do not think me encroaching 
if I folicft a favour — 'tis either to borrow, or" 
b6g (to beg if you pleafe) fome of thofe touched 
with chalk vjhich yotiJ>rought from Italy — I 

believe 



believjg you have thyee fers, and if you can fpare 
tlif imperHeQ, ou^, of cgittle on coloured paper, 
'twill anfwer my purpofe, which is namely ,this, 
to give a ftiend of ours.- t — Y^u n>ay be igno- 
rant (he has a genius for drawing, and whatever 
fhe excels m fhe conceals, and her humility adds 
luftre to her accomplifhments — I prefented her 
laft year with colours, and an apparatus for 
painting, and gave her feveral leffons before I 
left town, -^ I wifh her to follow this art, to be 
a complete' miftrefs of it — and it is Angular 
enough, but not"n\pre Angular than true, that 
{he does ribt know how to make a cow or a fheep, 
^fhough ih6 draws' figures and landfcapes p«rfe£t- 
ly.well; which makes me "wifli her to copy from 
gpod pirints. — ; — If you come to town nisxt 
week, find dincj where I am engaged ^next Suu- 
<^y, call uponTOC and take me wit|i~ you -p^- I 
Veakiaft with -Mr. Beauclerc» wd am engaged 
for an hpur aftierwards with Lord O ^ fo 

\pt our meeting be either at your houfe or my 
lodgings.— do hot be late, for we will go ha^ 
an hour before dinner, to fee a pifture exe- 
cuted by Weft, moft admirably — he has 
caught the charader of our fiiend — ^ fucii 
goddnefs is painted in that face, that wken oae 
l9pks ^t it, let ,$he fpul be eye?, fq much vdi^ 
harmonized, it is imppflible it ihould 7699^ fo. 

rr- I will . fend you a fet of my, boofcs — ^ 

they will take with the generality --^ the. wo- 
n^en will r;ead ^ this book in ^e .parloyjfi) 9^ 

Triftram 



Trift:^in"ift -tKe bed-chamber. ■»-- Good 'likhf, 
de^' Sj^ •i^T am goilig to takie/ my whevy and 
tbdl 'tolled. Believe Hie * - - 

Yours moft truly, ' 

4.. at i'RNE. 
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TO MISS STERNE. 
MY DEAREST LYDIA, February 20, OU BomJ-ftrect. 

My Sentimental Journey, 
you fey, is admired in York by every one — 
and *tis not vanity in me to tell you that it is no 
lefs admired here — but what is the gratification 
of my feelings on this occafion ?'— ^ The Want of 
health bows me down, and vanity harbours not 
in thy father's bread — this^ vile inftaenz^ — 
tie not alarmed, I think I fliair get the better of 
it-«-^ — 'ahd'^all be with yoti both the firft of 
llifay ;' and if I efdape, 'twill not :be for a long pe* 
riod, my child — unlefs a quiet retreat aftd peace 
of mind can reftore me. — The fubjeft of thy 
Ifetter has aftonifhed me. — She could but know 
little of my feelings, to tell thee, that under the 
fuppofition I fhould furvive thy mother, I ihould 

bequeath thee as a legacy to . No. my Ly- 

dia ! 'tis a lady, whofe virtues I wifh thee to imi- 
tate, that I fliall entruft my girl to — I mean 
that friend whom I have fo often talked and 

'^ wrote 
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wrote about --- from hef you will learn to be an 
affeftionate wife, k tender mother, and % fmcere 
friend — and you cannot be intimate with her, 
without her pouring fome part of the milk of 
human kindnefs into your breaft, which will ferve 
to check the heat of your own temper, which 
you partake in a fmall degree of. — Nor will 
that amiable wonian put my Lydia under the 
painful neceffity to fly to India for prote£tion, 
whilft it is in her power to grant her a more pow- 
erful one in England. — But I think, my Lydia, 
that thy mother will furvive me — do not deje£k 
her fpirita with thy apprehenfions on my account. 
I have fent you a necklace, buckles, and the fame 
to your mother. — My girl cannot form a wiih 
that is in the power of her father,, that he will 
not gratify her in — rnd I cannot in juftice be 
lefs kind to thy mother, -r- I am never alone 
• " The kindnefs of my friends is ever the fame 
— I wiih tho* I had thee to nurfe me ; but I am 
denied that. — Write to me twice a week, at 
leaft. — God blefs thee, my child, and believe 
me ever, ever, thy 

AffeQionate father, 

US. 
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LETTER CXXVllL 



TO MRS* J 



Tuciaajr.' 

Your poor friend is fcarte 
abk to write — he has been at death's door this 
Week with a pleurify — I was bled three times 
ton Thurfday, and bliftered on Friday — The 
phyfician fays I am better — * God knows, for 
I feel myfelf fadly wrong, and {hall, if I reco- 
ver, be a long while, of gaining ftrength. — Be- 
•fore I have gone thro' half this letter, I muft flop 
to reft my weak hand above a dozen times. — 

Mr. J was fo good to call upon me yefter- 

day. I felt emotions not to be defcribed at the 
fight of him, and he overjoyed me by talking a 
great deal of you. — Do, dear Mrs* J en- 
treat him to come to-morrow or next day, for 
perhaps I have not many days or hours to live — - 
I want to afk a favour of him, if I find myfelf 
worfe — that I Jfhall beg of you, if in this wreft- 
ling I come off conqueror — my fpirits are fled 

— 'tis a bad omen — do not weep, my dear Lady 
— - your tears are too precious to fhed for me — 
bottle them up, and may the cork never be drawn. 

— Deareft, kindeft, gentleft, and beft of wo- 
men ! may health, peace, and happinefs prove 
your handmaids ! -— If I die, cherifh the remem- 
brance 
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brance of me, and forget the follies which you 
fo often condemnM — which my heart, not my 
head, betrayed me ;inte. Should my child, my 
..Lydia want a mother, 'may I hope you will (if 
me is left parentlefs) take her to your bolbm ; 
— You are the only woman on earth I can de- 
pend upon for fuch a benevolent aftion^ — I 
.wr6te to her a fortnight ago*, and told her 

what I truft flie will find in you. — Mr. J 

will be a father to her — he will proteft her 
. £x>m every infult, for he wears a fword which 
he has ferved his country with, and .which l^e 
would know how to draw out of the fcabbard in 
defence of innocence. Commend me to.him — • 
as I now commend you to that Being who takes 
under his care the good and kind part of thj& 
world. — Adieu — All grateful thanks to you 

and Mr. J . 

Your poor affectionate friend^ 

L. STERNE* 

♦ From this circumftance it may be conjectured that 
this Letter was written on Tuefday the 8th of March I76&» 
,ten daysbefore Mr. Sterne died* 



* 
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LETTER CXXIX* 



TO 



••*##****# 



1 B^HfeLb her tender 

look -^ her pathetic eye petrified my fluida — 
the liquid diffolution drowned thofe once bright 
orbs — the late fympathetic featvu^eS, fo pleafing 
in their harmony, are now Ijlafted — withered 
- — and are dead ; her charms are dwindled into 
k melancholy which demands my pity — Yes — * 
my friend -^ our once fprightly and vivacious 
Harriot is that very objeft that muft thrill your 
foul. — How abandoned is that heart which bulges 
the tear of innocence, and is the caufe — the fa- 
tal caufe of overwhelming the fpotlefs foul, and 
plunging the yet-untainted mind into a fea of 
forrow and repentance — Though bom to protefl: 
the fair, does not man aft the part of a demon ? 
— firll alluring by his temptations, and then 
Iriumphmg in his viftory — when villany gets 
the afc^dancy, it feldom leaves the wretch till 
it has tlioroughlypolluted him ^ ' ' ' T o******^^ 
once the joyous companion of our juvenile extra- 
vagancies^ by a deep-laid fcheme, fo far ingrati- 
tited himfelf into the good graces of the old man 
•— that even he, with all his penetration and ex- 
perience (of which old folks generally pique 
themfelves), could not perceive his drift, and, 
like the goodnefe of his own hearty believed hioi 
VOL. iy» D D honour- 
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honourable : — - had I known his pretenfions — « 
I would have flown on the wings of friend&ip^ 
of regard — — — of affefidon, and refcued the 
lovely innocent from the hands of the fpoiler ; -« 
be not alarmed at my declaratioa — I have been 
long bound to her in the reciprocal bonds of af« 
fe^on ; — but it is of a more delicate ftamp 
than the grofs materials nature has planted in us 
for procrea^on — I hope ever to. retain the idea of 
innocence, and love her ftill : — I would love 
the whole fex were they equally deferving. 

' taking her by the hand — the 

other thrown round her waift — after an inti- 
macy allowing fuch freedoms -^ with a look de^ 
ceitfuUy pleafing, the villain poured put a torrent 
of protefiations — and though oaths are fzcxed 
•— fwore with all the fortitude of a confcientious 
man — the depth of his love — the height of 
his efteem — the ftrength of his attaclmient; 
— by thefe, and other artful means to anfwer his 
abandoned purpofe (for which you know he is 
but too well qualified) — gained on the op^ in- 
experienced heart of the generous Harriotyand 
robbed her of her brighteft jeweL — Oh, En- 
gland ! where are your fenators i — where are 
your laws ? — Ye Heavens ! where refls your 
deadly thunder ; — why are your bolts, reftrain^ 
ed from overwhelming with vengeance this vija 
feducer ? ■ ' I, •— my friend, I, was the minif- 
ter fent by juftice to revenge hjr wrongs — re- 
venge — I difclaim k -^ to redrefs her wrongs. — 
The aews of affli^n flies •— Iheard it, and poft* 

ed 
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cd to ***», where forgetting my charafter — 
this is the ftyle of the enthufiaft — it mod be- 
came my character — I faw him in his retreat ^— 
I flew out of the chaife — caught him by the 
collar — and in a tumult of paflion — demanded 
— fure, if anger is excufable, it muft be when it 
is excited by a deteftatipn of vice — I demanded 
him to reftore — alas ! what was not inJiis pow- 
er to return. — Vengeance! — -and ihallthefe 
vermin — thefe fpoilers of the fair. — thefe mur- 
derers of the mind — lurk and creep about in 
dens fecure to themfelves, and pillage all around 
them ? — Diftrafted with my rage ^ — I charged 
him with his crime — exploded his bafenefs — 
condemned his villany — while coward guilt fat 
on his fuUen brow, and, like a criminal confcious. 
of his deed, tremblingly pronounced his fear. — 
He hoped means might be found for a fufficient 
atonement — offered a tender of his hand as a 
fatisfaftion, and a life devoted to her fervice as 
a recompenfe for his error. — His humiliation 
ftruck me — 'twas the only means he could have 
contrived to affuage my anger. .' " I hefitated 
— paufed — thought — and ftill muft think on 
fo important a concern ; — aflift me — I am half 
afraid of trufting my Harriot in the hands of a 
man, whofe charafter I too well know t|^»be the 
antipodes of Harriot's — He all fire and diffipa- 
tion ; — fhe all meeknefs and fentiment ! — • nor 
can I think there is any hope of reformation : --- 
the offer proceeds more from furprife, or fear, 
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than juftice and fincerity. — The world — the 
worid will exclaun, and my Harriot be a caft-off 
from fociety, — Let her — I had rather fee her 
thus, than miferably linked for life to a lump of 
vice- — She fhall retire to fome comer of the 
world, and there weep out the remainder of her 
days in forrow — forgetting the wretch who has 
abufed her confidence, but ever remembering the 
friend who confoles her in retirement. — You, 
my dear Charles, fliall bear a part with me in the 
delightful talk of whifpering '' peace to thofe who 
are in trouble, and healing the broken in fpirit." 

Adieu. 

LAURENCE STERNE, 



LETTER CXXX, 

TO THE SAME. 
SIR, 

I FEEL the weight of obli- 
gation which your friendfhip has laid upon me, 
and if it fhould never be in my power to make you 
a recompenfe, I hope you will be recompenfed 
at the refurreSlion of the juji. •*— I hope. Sir, we 
(hall both be found in that catalogue ; — and 
ture are encouraged to hope, by the example of 
Abraham's faith, even againjl hope. — I think 
there is, at leaft, as much probability of our reach- 
ing, and rejoicing in the haven where we wotdd be^ 

as 
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a$ there was of the old Patriarch's having a child 
by his old wife. — There is not any perfon living 
or dead, whom I have fo ftrong a defire. to fee and 
converfe with as yourfelf : — indeed I have no 
inclination to vifit, or fay a fyllable to but a few 
perfons in this lower vale of vanity and tears, be* 
fide you ; — but I often derive a peculiar fatisfec- 
tion in converfing with the ancient and modem 
dead, — who yet live and fpeak excellently in 
their works. — My neighbours think me often 
^ alone ^ — and yet at fuch times I am in company 
with more than five hundred mutes — each of 
whom, at my pleafure, communicates his ideas 
to me by dumb figns — quite as intelligibly as 
any perfon living can do by uttering of words. -^. 
They always ke^ the diftance from me which I 
direft, — ^ and with a motion of my hand, I can 
bring them as near to me as I ple^e. •^ I lay 
hands on fifty of them fometimes in an evening, 
and handle them as I like : ^^ they never com- . 
plain of ill-ufage, -*• and when difmifled from 
my prefence, — though ever fo abruptly — take 
no offence. Such convenience is not to be en-^ 
joyed — nor fuch liberty to be taken with the 
living : — »- we are bound •— in point of good-man- 
ners, to admit all our pretended friends when 
they knock for an entrance, and difpenfe with* 
all the nbnfenfe or impertinence which they 
broach till they think proper to withdraw : nor 
can we take the liberty of humbly and decently 
oppofing their fentiments, without exciting their 

D D 3. dilguft. 
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difgufty and being in danger of their fj^enetic 
reprefentadon after they have left us» 

I am weary of talking' to the many — * who 
though quick of hearing — are iojkw of heart 
to believi — propofitions which are next to felf- 
evident ; — you and I were not cad in one mouldy 

— corporal comparifon will atteft it, and yet we 
are faihioned fo much alike, that we may pafs for 
twins : — * were it poflible to take an inventory 
of all our fentiments and feelings — juit and 
unjufl — holy and impure — there would ap- 
pear as little difference between them as there 
is between inftind and reafon, — or — wit and 
madnefs : the barriers ,which feparate thefe — 
like the real effence of bodies — - efcape the pi«r. 
dng eye of metaphyfics, and cannot be pointed 
out more clearly than geometricians define a 
flrait line, which is faid to have length without 

breadth. O ye learned anatomical aggre* 

gates, who pretend to inftrud other aggregates ! 
be as candid as the fage whom ye pretend to re- 
vere — and tell them, that all you know is, that 
you know nothing ! 

— — — I have a mort to communicate to you 
on different fubjeds — my mountain will be in 
labour till I fee you — and then — what then ? 

— why you muft expefl: to fee it bring forth — 
a mbufe. — I therefore befeech you to have a 
watchful eye to the cats ! — but it is faid that 
Hucc were defigned to be killed by cats — cat^ 
to be worried by dogs, &c. &c, -^ This mity be 

true 



LETTERS. 4ogr 

true — and I diink I am xtiade to be killed bj 
my cough, -—^ which is a perpetual plague to me; 
what, in the name of found lungs, has my cough 
to do with you — or — you with my cough ? 

I am, Sir, with the moil perfed affedion and 
«fteem^ 

Your humble Servant, 

LAURENCE STERNE. 



LETTER CXXXL 



TO 



•••• 



I HAVE recdved yout* 
kind letter of critical, and, I will add, of pa^ 
rental advice, whi^h, contrary to my natural 
humour,^ fet me upon looking gravely for half a - 
day together : fometimes I concluded you had 
not fpoke out, but had flronger grounds for 
your hints and cautions than what your good- 
nature knew how to tell me, efpedally with re- 
gard to prudence, as a divine ; and that you 
diought in your heart the vein of humour too free 
£oir the Iblemn colour of my coat. A meditation 
upon Death had been a more fuitable trinuncig 
to. it, I own i but then it could not have been fet 
on by me» Mr% F — , whom I regard in the dais 
i do you9 as my beft of critics and well-wiihen, 
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preaches daily to me on the fame text : ** Get 
** your preferment firft. Lory/' he fays, ** and 
** then write and welcome.** But fuppofe pre- 
ferment is long a-coming •— and for aught I 
Imow, I may not b^ preferred till the refurrec- 
tion of the juft — and am all that time in la^ 
bour, how mull I bear my pains ? Like pious 
4ivines ? or rather, like able philofophers, laiow- 
ing that one paflionis only to be combated with ano- 
ther ? But to be ferious (if I can), I will ufe all rea- 
fonable caution ^— - only with this caution along with 
it, not to fpoil my book, that is, the air and originali* 
ty of it, which muft referable the author ; and I fear 
it is the number of thcffe (lighter touches, which 
makethe refemblance, and identifyitfrom all others 
of the fame (lamp, which this imderftrapping 
virtue of prudence would oblige me to (bike 
out. — A very able critic, and one of my cc^ 
lour too, who has read over Triflram, made 
anfwer, upon niy faying I would confider the 
colour of my coat as I correfted it, that that idea 
. in my head would render my book not worth a 
groat, r— Still I prbmife to be cautious ; but 
deny I have gone as far as Swift : he keeps a 
due diflance from Rabelais ; I keep a due dif- 
tance from him. Swift has faid a hundred things 
I durfl not fay, imlefs I was dean of St. Pa- 
trick's. 

. I like your caution, ^* ambitiofa recides orna- 

inenta." As I reyife my book, I will fhrive my 

coofcience upoa that fin, an^ whatever ornaments 

- are 
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are of that kind Ihall be defaced without mercy. 
Ovid is juftly ceilfured for being " ingenii fui 
amator ;*'^. and it is a reafonable hint to me as Fm 
not fure I am clear of it. To fport too much 
with your wit, or the game that wit has pointed 
out, is furfeiting ; like toying with a man's mif- 
trefs, it may be^ very delightful folacement to the 
inamorato, but little to the by-ftanden Though 
I plead guilty to part of the charge, yet it would 
"greatly alleviate the crime, if my readers knew 
how much I have fuppreiTed of this device. I 
have burnt more wit than I have publifhed, on 
that very accoxmt, fince I began to avoid the 
fault, I fear, I may yet have given proofs of. — 
I will reconfider Slop's fall, and my too minute 
defcription of it j but in general, I am perfuaded 
that the happinefs of the Cervantic humour ari- 
fes from this very thing, — of defcribing filly 
and trifling events with the circumftantial pomp 
of great ones. Perhaps this is overloaded, and 
I can eafe it. — I have a projeQ: of getting 
Triftram' put into the hands of the Archbifliop, 
if he comes down this autumn, which will eafe 
- my mind of all trouble upon the topic of difr 
cretion. 

I am, &c. 

L, STKRNE, 
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TO MR* B» 

Mi, V EjLetcr, Jtdjr 1675. 

The inclofed was qiute an Impromptu 
of Yorick's after he had been thoroughly /ou/ed, 
— He drew it up in a few moments without 
flopping his pen. I fhould be glad to fee it in 
your intended coUedBon of Mr. Sterne's me* 
flioirs, &c. If you fhould have a copy of it, 
you will be able to redify a mifapplication of a 
term that Mr. Sterne could never be guilty of, 
as one great excellence of his writing lies in the 
moft happy choice of metaphors and allufions — • 
filch as fhewed his philofophic judgment, at the 
fiune time that they difplay his wit and genius — - 
but it is not for me to comment on, or corred 
fi> great an original. I fhould have fent this 
fiagment as foon as I faw Mrs. Medalle's adver<- 
txfement,, had I not been at a diftance from my 
papers. I exped much entertainm^t from this 
pofthumous work of a man to whom no one is 
more indebted for amufement and inftrudion, 
than. 

Sir, 

Tour humble fervant, 

S-P- 
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AN IMPROMPTU. 

No — not one farthing would I give for fudi 
Hcoat in wet weather, or dry, -— If the fun 
Alines, you are fure of being melted, becaufe it 
clofes fo tight about one — if it rains, it is no 
more a defence than a cob^^eh — a very fieve, 
o* my confdence ! that lets through every drop, 
^ and like many other things that are put on only 
/or a cover, mortifies ybu with difappointment^ 
and makes you curfe the impoftor, when it is toa 
late to avail one's felf of the difcovery. Had I 
been wife, I fhould have examined the claim the 
coat had to the title of " defender of the body** 
*— before I had trufled my body in it — • I fhould 
have held it up to the light, like other fufpicious 
matters, to have feen how much it was likely to 
admit of that which I wanted to keep out -— 
whether it was no more than fuch a frail, flimfy^ 
contexture of flefh and blood, as I am &ted U^ 
cany about with me through every tra& of this 
dirty world, could have comfortably and fafdjr 
^penfed with in fo ihort a journey «- takix^ 
into my account the chance of fpreading trees 
— thick hedges o'erhanging the road — vaA 
twaity other coverts that a man may truft his 
head under — if he is not violently pufhed on by 
tiiat d — d flimulus — you know where. -.— thai 
wilt not let a man fit ftill in one place for half a 
minute together — but like a young^ mettldbme 

tit, i$ eternally on.the fret, and is icnrpu&ing 
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on ftill farther — Gr if the poor feared devil is 
not hunted tantivy by a hue and cry with gyves 
and a halter dangling before his eyes — now in 
either cafe he has not a minute to throw away in 
{landing ftill, but like King Lear, mufl; brave 
** the peltings of a pitilefs ftorm/* and give Hea- 
ven leave to " rumble its belly-full — fpit fire 
— or fpout rain** — as fpitefully as it pleafeth, 
without finding the inclination or the refolution to 
flacken his pace, left fomething fliould be loft 
that might have been gained, or more gotten than 
he well knows how to get rid of — Now had I 
a&ed with as much prudence as fome other good 
folks — I could name many of them who have 
been made b— ps within my remembrance, for 
having been hooded and muffled up in a larger 
quantity of this dark drab of niental maaufafture 
than ever fell to my Ihare — and abfolutely for 
nothing elfe — as will be feen when they are un- 
drefled another day — • Had I had but as much 
as might have been taken out of their cloth, with- 
out leffening much of the fize, or injuring in the 
leaft the fliape, or contrafting aught of the doub- 
lings and foldings, or confining to a lefs circum-^ 
ference the fuperb fweep of any one cloak that 
any one b— p ever wrapt himfelf up in — -I 
ihould never have given this coat a place upon my 
ftoulders. I (hould have feen by the light at one 
glance, how little it would keep out of rain, by 
how little it would keep in of darknefs -— This 
a coat for a rainy day ? do pray, madam, hold 
it up to that window — did you ever fee fuch an 

3 illujirhut 
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illujiriom coat fince the day you could diftinguifh 
between a coat and a pair of breeches ? — My 
lady did not underftand derivatives, and fo Ihe 
could not fee quite through my fplendid pun. 
Pope Sixtus would have blinded her with the 
fanie " darknefs of exceflive light/* What a 
flood of it breaks in thro* this rent ? what an ir- 
radiation beams through that ? what twinklings — 
what fparklings as you wave it beiore your eyes 
in the broad face of the fun ? Make a fan out of 
it for the ladies to look at their gallants with at 
church — It has not ferved me for one purpofe 
— it will ferve them for two — This is coarfe 
ftuflf — of worfemanufafture than the cloth — put 
it to its proper ufe, for I love when things fort 
and join well — make a philtre * of it while there 
is a drop to be extrafted — I know but one 
thing in the world that will draw, drain, or fuck 
like it — and that is — neither wool Ror flax — 
make — make any thing of it, but a vile, h}^ocri- 
tical coat for me — for I never can fay fub Jove 
(what ever Juno might) that " it is a pleafure to 
be wet.** 

L. STERNE. 

* This allufion is improper. A philtre originally fignifie« 
a love potion — and as it is ufed as a noun from the verb 
philirate it muft fignify a Jiratner, not z fucker — cloth is 
fometimes ufed for the purpofe of draining by means of its 
pores or capillary tubes, but its aftion is contrary to philtra- 
tion. His meaning is obvious enough : but as he drew up. 
this fragment without flopping his pen, as I was informed, it- 
is no wonder he erred in the application of fome of his terms. 



< 415 ) 



THE 



F R A G M E NT 



CHAP- L- 



Shewing two Things ; firjl^ what aT^abelaic Fel* 
low LoNGiNus Rabelaicus is ; and fecondlj^ 
how cavalierly he begins his Book* 

MY dear and thrice reverend brethren, s|i^ 
well archbifliops and bifhops, as the reft 
of the inferior clergy ! would it not be a glorious^ 
thing, if any man of genius and capacity amongft 
us for fuch a work, was fully bent within him- 
felf to fit down immediately and- compofe a 
thorough-ftitched fyftem of the Kerukopae^ 
DiA, fairly fetting forth, to the beft of his wit 
and memory, and coUedting for that purpofe all 
that is needful to be known and underftood of 

that art? Of what art? cried Panu&ojL 

Good God ! anfwered Longinus, (making an 
exclamation, but taking care at the fame time ^ 
moderate his voice,) why, of the art of making 
all kmds of your theological, hebdodomical, yqS* 
trummical, humdrummical what d'ye call 'ems 
— I will be fliot, quoth Epistemon, if all this 
fiory of thiae of a roafted horfe^ is Amply no 

more 
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more than S Saufages ! quoth Panurge. 

Thou haft fallen twelve feet and about five inches 
below the mark, anfwer*d Epistemon, for I 
hold them to be Sermons — which faid word (as 
I take the matter) being but a word of low de- 
gree, for a book of high rhetoric — Lonoinus 
Rabelaicus was fore-minded to ufher and lead 
in his differtation, with as much pomp and parade 
as he could afford ; — and for my own part, 
either I know no more of Latin than my horfe, 
or the Kerukopaedia is nothing but the art of 
making 'em — And* why not, quoth Gymnast, 
of preaching them when we have done ? — Be- 
lieve me, dear fouls, this is half in half — and if 
fome fkilful body would but put us in a way to 
do this to fome tune — Thou wouldft not have 
them chanted furely ? quoth Triboulet, laugh- 
ing. — No, nor canted neither! quoth Gym- 
nast, crying — but what I mean, my friends, 
fays LoNGiNUs Rabelaicus (who is certainly 
<)ne of the greateft critics in the weftem world, 
and as Rabelaic a fellow as ever exifted) r-r what 
I mean, fays he, interrupting them both and re- 
fuming his difcourfe, is this, that if all the feat* 
ter*d rules of the Kerukopaedia could be but 
once carefully collefted into one code, as thick as 
pANUROE*s head, and the whole cleanly digefted 
•— (pooh, fays Panurge, who felt himfelf ag- 
grieved) — and bound up, continued Lonoinus^ 
by way of a regular inftitute, and then put into the 
hands of every licenfed preacher in Great Britain, 

and 
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and Ireland^ juA before he Ipegan to compofe^ I 
luamtain it — I deny it flatly,, quoth PANURQi^ 
— What? anfwered Lonoinus Rabelaicus 
with all the temper in the world. 



CMAP.IL 

tn which the Reader will begin to form a Judg- 
nientjofwhai an Hifiorical^ Dramatical, Anec^ 
dotical. Allegorical, dnd Comical Kind of a 
Work he has got hold of 

H OMEN AS, who had to preach next Sun- 
day (before God knows whom), knowing 
nothing at all of the matter —^ was all this while 
at k a§ hard as he could jdrive in the very next 
Toom : ■— for having fouled two clean fheets of 
his own^ and being quite ftuck fail in the entrance 
upon his third general divijion, and finding him- 
self unable to get either forwards or backwards 
vith any grace — *' Curfe it,*' fays he (thereby 
excommunicating every mother's fon who fhould 
think differently), " why may not a man lawfully 
call in for help in this, as well as any other hu- 
pMUi emergency ?*' -— . So without any more ar- 
gumentation, except ftarting up and nimming 
down from the top fhelf but one, the fecond 
volume of CiiARK — though without any fe^ 
lonious intention in fo doing, he had begun to 
clap me in (making a joint firft) five whole pages, 
nine round paragraphs, and a doz^ an4 a half 

VOL. IV. E E of 
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of good thoughts, alf of a row ; and becaufe there 
was a confounded high gallery — was traufcrib- 
ing it away like a little devil. — Now -— quoth 
HoMENAS to himfelf, *^ though I hold all this^ to 
be fair and fquare, yet, if I am found out, there 
will be the deuce and all to pay." — Why are 
the bells ringing backwards ^ you lad ? what is all 
that crowd aboutj honejl man ? Homenas was 
^ot upon DoSlor Clark'j back^ fir — and what 
of that ^ my lad? Why^ anj>leafeyoUy he has broke 
bis neck^ and fraSured his Jkullj and befiided 
himf elf into the bargain^ by a fall from the pulpit 
iwojiories high. Alas ! poor Homenas ! Ho^me-^ 
nas has done his bufinefs ! — ^ Homenas wilt 
never preach more while breath is in his body. 
— • No, faith, I fliall never again be able to tidde* 
it off as I have done. I may fit up whole winter 
nights baking my btood with hedic watchingSi, 
and write as folid as a Father of the church 

-: or I may fit down whole fiimmer days, evtr- 

porating my fpirits into the fined thoughts, and 
write as florid ^ a mother of it. — In a word, 
I. may compofe myfelf off my legs, and preach 
till I burft — and when I have done, it will be 
wbrfe than if not done at all. — Pray Mr. Such 
a-one who held forth laft Sunday ? Doffor Clark, 
Ptrowj fays one. Pray what Doilor ClatRK ? 
fays afecond r Why HomenasV DofforCzAK^^ 
quoiha thirds O rare Homenas ! cries a fourth ; 
yBlir fervant^ Mr> Homenas, quoth ^ fifth. ^-^ 
rfv9i\\ be^U over with me, by Heaven *— I ;nay 

as 
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las well put the book from whence I took it. — 
Here Hombnas burft into a flood of tears^ which 
falling down helter Ikelter, ding dong, withoitf 
any kind of intiH^iillon for fix minutes and al- 
moft twenty five feconds, had a marvellous efFed 
upon his difcourfe ; for the aforefaid tears, do 
you mind,^ did fo temper the wind that was rifing 
upon the aforefaid difcourfe, but falling for the 
mod part perpendicularly, and hitting the fpirits 
at right angles, wliich were mounting horizon- 
tally all over the furface of his harangue, they 
not only played the devil and all with the fubli- 
mity — ^ut moreover the faid tears, by their 
. mtrous quality, did fo refrigerate, precipitate,, and 
hurry down to the bottom of his foul, all the 
unfavoury particles which lay fermenting (as yo;Li 
faw) in the middle of his conception, that he 
went on in the coolefl: and chafteft ftyle (for a 
ftdUoquy I think) that ever mortal man uttered. 

" This is really and truly a very hard cafe,'* 
- continued HoMENAs to himfelf — Panurge, 
by the bye, and all the company in the next 
room, hearing all along every fyllable he fpoke ! 
for you muft know, that notwithftanding Pan- 
: URGE had opened his mouth as wide as he could 
for his blood, in order to give a roui^d anfwer to 
LoNGiNUs Rabelaicus's interrogation, which 
concluded the laft chapter — yet Home^as's 
rhetoric had poured in fo like a torrent, ilapdafh 
through the wainftot amongft them, and hap- 
pening at that untritml crififi^ wJb«n . Panvilpe 

E £ 5 ' had 
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hadjuft put his ugly face into the sSfyoivoJisid 
pofture of defence — ^that he ftopt Ihort *-« he^did 
indeed, ai>d, though his bead was full of matter^ 
said he had fcr^wed up every nerve and mufcle 
belonging to it, till all cried crack again, in order 
to give a due proje^k force to what he was go- 
ing to let iy full in Longinus Rabelaicus's 
teeth, wfto fat over againft him — Y^ fcr all 
that, he had the continence to contain himfelf, 
for he ftopt fhort, I fay, withottf uttering one 
word except Z . ,. . ds — Many reafons may be 
afligned for this, but the moft true, the moft 
ftrong, the moft hydroftatical, and the moft philo- 
fophical reafon, why Panurge. did not go on^ 
was — that the fore-mentioned torrer^ (fid not fo 
^ drown his voice that he had none left to go ©a^ 
* with. — God help him, poor fellow ! fo he ftopt 
Ihort (as I have told you before), and all the 
time HoMENAS was fpeaking, he laid not ano- 
ther word,, good or bad, but ftood gaping and 
flaring, like what you pleafe — fo that the break,^ 
marked thus — which Homenas's gpef had 
made in^ the middle of his difcourfe, winch he 
could no- more help thaiaLbe could fly — produced 
no other change in the room where Longinus 
Rabelaicus, EpiS'Tejsion, Gymnast, Tri- 
BouLET, and nine or t«i more honeft blades 
had got terufcopaedSzihg- together, but that it 
gave time to Gymnast to give Panurge a good 
fquafhing chuck under his double chin ;. which 
Panurge taking in good part, and juft as it 

was 
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was meant by Gymnast, he forthwith (hut his 
mouth — and gently fitting down upon a ftool, 
though fomewhat eccentrically and out of neigh- 
bour's row^ but liftening as all the reft did with 
might and main, they plainly and diftindly heard 
every fyllable of wTiat you will find recorded in 
the very next chapter. 
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THE 

HISTQJiy 

OF A 

GOOD WARM fTATCH-COAl'* j 

' With which the prefent Pofi«(for 

// not content to cover iis own Shoulders^ 

Uxileis he can cut out of it 

Ji p4tttcoutfor its tViftf and a P^ir of Breeches for hh Son* 

A POLITICAL ROMAHtE. 



SIR. 

IN my laft, fpr wajit of fomething better to 
wiTte about, J told you what a world of fendi- ^ 
pg and proving we haye had of late in this 

little 

* As the following piisce was fuppreflfed during the li|«r 
pme of Mr. Sterne, and as there are fome groundsr:^ 
believe that it was DOt intended by him for publication^ a& 
apology piay be deemed neceflary for inserting it in the p(«« 
' fcnt edition of his Works. It muft be acknowled|;e49 that 
a mere7<« d'efprit relating to a private difpute, w^i^h could 
intejreil only 4 few> and which was intended to divert a fmall 
circ|e of (rietids» was with great propriety concealed while it 
might tend to revive departed anioioiities, or give pain to any 
of the perfoiis who were concerned in fo triBing a conteft. 
And thefe confiderations feem to have had weight with thofe 
to whom the MS, was intruded ; it not having beeft made 
public until many years after it vtras written, nor until moil 
of the gentlemen m ntioxred in it were dead. After the lapfe 
Nttf j|»rc thaa twenty years, it may be puKfuacd tbttt there 
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little village • of ours, about an old caft pair of 
black plufli breeches t, which Ji^ \ our parifli* 
clerk, about ten years ago, it feems, had made 
a promife of to one Trim % who is our fexton 
and dog-whippcr. ^-^ To this you vrite rne word, 
that you have had more than either one or two 
occafions to know a great deal of the fhifty beha« 
viour of the faid mafter Trim — ^ and that you are 
aftonifhed, nor can you for your foul conceive hoy 
fo worthldb ^ fellow, and fo worthlefs a thing into 
the bargain, could become the occafion of fo 
much racket as I have reprefentied, •^-^-^ 

Now, though you ' do not fay exprefsly you 
could wilh to hear any nK)re about it, yet I fee 

^an bq no iihpropriety in giving one of the earlicft ofMr^ 
Sterne *j bagHietles a place among his" more important perfor- 
mances. -The Aijghleft (ketches of a geiiius are. too valuable 
to be neglefted ; and the prefent edition would be incompletCi 
if this composition, written immediately before Trillratn 
Shandy, and which may be confidered as the precurfor of it, 
was omitted. As the whole of it alludes to fadls and cir^uiift- 
'ttances confined to the dty of York, it will be neceffaty to 
obferve, that it was occafioned by a controverfy between Dr. 
Fotintayne and Dr. Topham, in the year 17581 on a charge 
'made by the latter againft the former, of a breach of pro- 
*mire,ln withliolding from hun fome preferment which hehad 
reafon to exped . For the better iUuftration of this little Sa- 
' tire, a few notes are added, from the pamphlets which ap« 
peared while this infignificant difference was agitating* 

. * York.. 

; f The Commiflaryihip of Pickering and Pocklingtoiil 

:f Dr. John Fountayne, Dean ef York. 

$ DivTepham. *J' .<r 

plainjy 
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plainly enough I have raifed your curiolity ; and 
therefore, from the fame motive that I flightly 
mentioned it at all in my laft letter, I will in this 
give you a full and very circumftantial account of 
the whole affair. 

But, before I begin, I muft firft fet you right 
in one very material point, in which I have mifled 
you, as to the true caufe of all this uproar amongft 
^s — which does not take its rife, as I then told 
you, from the affair of the breeches, but, on the 
iContrary, the whole affair of the breeches has taken 
•its rife from it. — To underftand which, you muft 
know, that the firft beginning of the fquabble was 
not betwixt John the parifh-clerk, and Trim the 
fexton, but betwixt the parfon * of the parifh and 
the faid mafter Trwiy about an old watc/>coat f, 
that had hung up many years in the church, which 
Trim had fet his heart upon ; and nothing would 
ferve Trim, but he muft take it home, in order 
to have it converted into a warm under petticoat 
for his wife, and a jerkin for himfelf againft win- 
ter, which, in a plaintive tone, he moft humbly 
begged his reverence would confent to. 

J need not tell you, Sir, who have fo often felt 
it, that a principle of ftrong compaflion tranfports 
a generous mind fometimes beyond what is ftri^- 
ly right ; — the parfon was within an ace of being 

♦ Dr. HuttoOjT Archbifliop of York- 

f A patent place, in the gift of the Archbifliop, which 
had been given to Dr. Topham for his life, and which, in 
X75B» he folicited to have granted to one of his family after 
death* 

an 
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an honourable example of this very crime —for no 
fooner did the diftinft words — petticoat -^ poxa- 
wife '. — warm — winter j ftrike i^on his ear — r 
but his heart warmed — and before Trim had weil. 
got to the end of his petition (being a gentleman 
of a fmnk open temper) he told him he was wel- 
come to it with all his heart and foul. — But 
Trimy fays he, as you fee I am but juft got down 
to my living, and am an utter ftranger to all pa- 
jrifh matters, knowing nothing about this old 
watch-co.at yqu beg of me, having never feeh k 
in my life, and therefore cannot be a judge ^yhe- 
ther *tis fit for fuch a purpofe,, or if it is, in truth 
know not whether *tis mine to beftpw upon you 
or not V- you muft have a week or tep days ps^- 
tience, till I c|ui make fome enquiries about it —- 
audi if I find it is in my power, I tell you again, 
man, your wife is heartily welcome to an imder* 
petticoat put of it, and you to a jerkin, was ^he 
thing as good again as you reprefent it. 

It is neceffary to infonn you. Sir, in this place^ 
that the parfon was eanieftly be^t lo ferve Trim 
in this affair, not ^ only from the motive of geiie- 
rofity which I have juftly afipribed tp hipi, but Kke- 
wife from another motive, jgid that w^s by ijpiaking 
fome fort of recompenfe fpr a. I^ultitude of fmaU 
fervices which Trim had occafion^lly dpne, and 
indeed was continually doing (as he was^much 
about the houfe), when his own man was out of 
the way. — For all thefe reafons together, I fay^ 
the parfon of the parifli intended to ferye Trim in 

this 
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thisznattcrtotheutmoilof hispower. Allthatwas 

wanting, was, previoufly to enquire if any one ha4 

%, claim to k» or whether, as it had time immemo- 

rial hung up in the church, the taking it dowil 

might not raife a clamour in the paiifli, Thefe en* 

fjuiriee were the things that Trim dreaded in his 

heart *— he knew very well, that, if the parfon 

fliould but fayonewprdtothechurchwardens about 

k, there would be an end of the whole aflfair. . For 

this, and fome other reafons not neceffary to be 

told you at prefent, TrM was for allowing no time . 

in this matter — but on the contrary doubled his 

diligence and importunity at the vicarage-houfe ~ 

plagued the whole family to death — • preil his 

iuit morning, npon, and night ; and, to ^rten 

my ftory, teafed the poor gentleman, who was but 

in an ill ftate of health, almofl out of his life 

about it* • 

You will not wonder when I tell you, that aH 
this hurry and precipitation on the fide of matter 
^rimj produced its natural eflfeft on the fide of 
the patfon ; and that was, a fufpicion that all wa^ 
not right at the bottom. * 

He was one evening fitting alone in his ftudy, 
^weighing, and turning this doubt every way in his 
jnind^ and after an hour and a half's ierious deli- 
beration upon the affair, and ninning over Trimh 
-behaviour throughout —* he was juft faying to hinw 
felf — it mujh befo — when a fudden rap at the 
door put an end to his ibliloquy, and in a feif 
-minuteis to hi§ djDubte too ; for a labourer in the 

towii. 
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town, vrh6 deemed, himielf paft lus fi^-'fecond 
year, had been Returned by the conftables in- the 
militia lift -^ and he had come with a groat in his 
hand to fearch th^arifli-regifter for his age. The 
parfon bid the poor fellow put the groat into his 
pocket, and go into the kitchen «-* then fhutting 
the ftudy-door, and taking down the parifh regifter 
— ivbo knows ^ fays he, but I may find fometbing 
here about this f elf -fanie watch^coat f He had fcarcc 
amclafped the book, in faying this, when he popped 
on the very thing he wanted, fairly, wrote in th* 
firft page, pafted to the infide of one of the covers; 
whereon was a memorandum about the very thing 
in queftion, in thefe exprefs words — Memoran- 
dunu ^^ The great watch-coat was purchafed and 
** given, above two hundred years ago, by the Lord 
** of the manor, to this parifh-churcb, to the ft 
*' ufe and behoof of the poor Sextons thereof, 
** thdr fucceiTors for ever, to be worn by them re- 
fpeftively in winterly cold nights, in riiiging eom- 
plines^pajftng-belh^ J^^* which the &idlord of the 
^^ manor had done in pity to keep the poor 
wretches warm, and for the good of his own foul, 
foi* which they were dire&ed to pray, &c/' Juft 
Heaven^ / faid the parfon to himfelf, looking up w 
wards, what an e/cape bcn^ I bad ! give this for an 
undet'-pettkoat to TrimV ^tnfe? I would not have 
ximfeAted to f tub a defocratm to be Primate rfaU 
'England —^ ndy^ J would not have difiurbed afin^ 
rle button of it for all my tithes, 

Scarqe were the words out of his mouth, wfaea 

in 
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in pops Trim with the whole fubjefl of the ex- 
clamation under both his arms — I fay under 
both his arms — for he had actually got it ript 
and cut out ready, his own jerkin under one ann^ 
and the petticoat under the other, in order 
to carry to the taylor to be made up, and had 
juft ftepped in, in high fpirits, to ihew the par- 
Jon how cleverly it ha4 held out. 

There are now many goody fimilies fubfifting 
ia the world, but which I have time neither to 
recoiled or look for, which would give you a 
ftrong concepticMi of the aftonifhment and ho- 
ned indignation which this unexpeded flroke of 
Trim^ impudence impreflfed upon the parfon^s 
looks — ^ let it fuffice to fay, that it exceeded all 
fair defcription — as well as all power of proper 
refentment — - except this, that lYim was or- 
dered in a ftem voice, to lay the bundles dov/n 
tipon th^ table *-— to go about his bufinefs, and 
, waiuupon him, at his peril, the next morning at 
eleven precifely. — • Againft this hour, like a 
iKdfe man, the parfon hadfent to de/ire Jchn the 
f>ari{h-clerk, who bore an exceeding good cha- 
racter, as a man .of truth, and who, having 
moreover a pretty freehold of ajjout eighteen 
pounds a year in the townfhip, was a leading man 
in k ; and upon the ^ whole was fuch a one, of 
whom it might be faid, that he rather did honour 
to his office, than, that bis office did honour to 
him — him he fends for, with the churchwar- 
dens, and one of the Hdefmen, a grave know* 

5 inj 
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ing hold man, to be prefent — for, as Trim had 
with-held the whole truth from the parfon touch- 
ing the watch-coat, he thought it probable he 
would as certainly do the fame thing to others^ 
Though this, I faid, was wife, the trouble of the 
precaution might have been fpared — becaufe 
,the parfon*s charadler was unblemiflied — and 
he had ever been held by the world in the eftir 
mation of a man of honour and integrity, — 
Trim*s charafter, on the contrary, was as well 
known, if not in the world, at leaft in all the , 
parifhy to be that of a little dirty, •pimping, 
pettifogging, ambidextrous fellow — who nei- 
ther cared what he did or faid of any, provided-^ , 
he could get a penny by it. This might, * I faid, 
have made any precaution needlefs — but you 
muft know, as the parfon ' had in a manner but 
juft got down to his living, he dreaded the con- 
fequences of the leaft ill impreflion on his firft 
entrance among his parifliioners, which wouM 

- have difabled him from doing them the good he 
wifKed — fo that out of regard to his flock, 
more .than the neceffary care due to himfelf -*- 

*he was refolved not to lie at the mercy of what 

refentment might vent, or malice lend an ear to. 

Accordingly, the whole matter was rehearfed, 

from firft to laft^ by the parfon, in the manner 

" I have told you, in the hearing of John the pa- 
rifh-clerk, and in the prefence of Trim. 

Trim had little to fay for himfelf, except " that 
the parfon bad abfolutely promifed to befHend him 

\ 8 - and 
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and his wife in the affair to the utmoft of his power; 
that the wateh-coat was certainly in his power, and 
that he might ftill give it him if he pleafed." 

To this the parfon^s reply was fliort but ftrong, 
** that nothing was in his power to do, but what he 
could do honejily — - that, in giving the coat to 
liim and his wife, he fhould do a manifeft wrong 
to the next fexton, the great watch-coat being 
the mbft comfortable part of the place — that 
he fhould moreover injure the right of his own 
fucceflbr, who would be jufl fo much a worfe 
patron as the worth of the coat amounted 
to; and, in a word, he declared, that his 
tehole intent in promifing that coat, was cha- 
rity to . 3 V/V72, but wrong to no man — that was 
a referve, he faid, made in all cafes of this kind : 
and he declared foleninly, in verbo facer dotis^ that 
this was his meaning, and was fo underflood by 
^rm himfelf/' 

With the weight of this truth, and the great 
good fenfe and ftrong reafon which accompanied 
all the piarfon faid on the fubjed — poor Trinji 
was driven to his laft fhift — and begged he 
might be fuffered to plead his right and title to 
the watch*-coat, * if not by promife^ at leafl by fer* 
vitude — it was well known how much he was 
entitled to it upon thefe fcores: that he had 
blacked the parfon's fhoes without count, and 
greafed his boots above fifty times — that he had 
run for eggs in the town upon all occafi<ilis*— • 
whetted the knives at all hcJurs — catched his 

horfe,^ 
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hcrfe, and rubbed him down — that, for his 
wife, (he had been ready upon all occaficms to 
char finr them ; and neither he nor (he, to the 
beft of his remembrance, ever took a fiuthiug, 
or any thing beyond a mug of ale. --- To tUs 
account of his fenrices, he begged leave to add 
thofe of his vrifhcs, which, he laid, had been 
equally great — he affirmed, and was ready he 
faid to make it appear, by a number of witncf es^ 
^^ he had drank his reverence's health a thoufand 
times (by the bye he did not add out of the par- 
ibn^s own ale) — that he had not only drank his 
health, but wiihed it, and never came to the 
houfe but afked his man kindly how he did ; that 
in particular about half a year ago, when his 
reverence cut his finger in paring an apple, he 
went half a mile * to aik a cunning woman what 
was good to itaunch blood, and a&ually returned 
with a cobweb in his breeches pocket. Nay, iay& 
Trim J it was not a fortnight ago, when your re- 
verence took that ftrong purge, that I went to 
the far end of the whole town to borrow you a 
dofeftool — and came back, as the ndghbours 
who flouted me will all bear witnefs, with the pan 
upon my head, and never thought it too much." 

* << LoQg before any thing of mj patent was thoagiit 
^ of, I not only mod fincerely lamented the Arcblufbop's 
^< Olnels, but made it my bufiaefs to enquire after every 
** place and remedy that might help his Grace in hit com- 
« IiLuhU" Extract of a Letter from Dr. TophaxU; ^ 

p. 26. of Dr. Fcmntajn^s Anfwer^ 

Trir. 
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Trim concluded this pathetic remonftrance with 
faying ** he hoped his reverence's heart would 
not fuffer him to requite fo many faithful fervices 
by fo unkind a return : — that if it was fo, as he 
was the firft, fo he hoped he fliould be the laft 
example of a man of his condition fo treated/* — 
This plan of Trm*s defence, which Trim had put 
himfelf upon, could admit of no other reply than 
a general fmile. — Upon the whole, let me inform 
you, that all that could be faid pro and couy on 
both fides, being fairly heard, it was plain that 
Trim * in every part of this affair had behaved 
very ill — and one thing, which was never ex- 
pefted to be known of him, happened in the 
courfe of this debate to come out againfl him, 
namely, that he had gone and told the. parfon, 
before he had ever fet foot in his parifh *, that 
John his parifh-clerk — * his church-wardens, and 
fome of the heads of the parifh, were .a parcel 
of fcoundrels. — Upon the upfhot. Trim wjw 
kick'd out of doors, and told at his peril ftever 
to come there again, . 

At firfl Trim huffed and bounced mofl ter-» 
ribly — fwore he would get a warrant — thgt 
nothing would ferve him but he would call a 

• In Dr. Fountayne's Pamphlet, p. i8 and 19, Dr, Top- 
ham is charged with having afiured Archbifliop Huttont 
before he came into the Diocefe, that the^Dean and Chap* 
ter of York were a itt o£ Jirange people^ and that he would 
find it very dlfficultf if not impofftbleyKo live Upon good tenoa 
with theiQ> 

vot. IV. y y bye-law, 
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bye-Iaw, and tell the whole parilh hotur the par- 
fon had mifufed him ; but coolmg of that, as fear- 
ing the parfon might poffibly bind him over to his 
good behaviour, and; for aught he knew, might 
fend him to the houfe of correftion, he lets the 
parfon alone, and to revenge himfelf falls foul 
upon the clerk, who has no more to do in the 
quarrel than you or I — rips up the promife of 
the old — caft — pair of black — plufli — 
breeches ; and raifes an uproar in the town about 
it, notwithflanding it had flept ten years — '" but 
all this, you muft know, is looked upon in no 
other light but as. an artful ftroke of generaUhip 
in Trim to raife a duft, and cover himfelf un- 
der, the difgraceful chaftifement he has under- 
' gone. — — 

If your curiofity is not yet fatisfied — I will 
now proceed to relate the battle of the breeches in 
the fame exadt manner I have done that of the 
i?5ratch-coat. 

Be it known then, that about ten years ago,, 
when John was appointed parifli-clerk of this 
church, this faid Trim took no fmall pains to 
get into John^s good graces, in order as it after- 
wards appeared, to coax a promife out of him of 
a pair of breeches, which John had then by him, 
of black plufh, not much the worfe for wearing 
, — Trim only begged, for God*is fake to have 
them beftowed upon him when John (hould think 
fit to caft them. 

Trim ^s one of thofe kind of men who loved 

a bit 
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a bit of finery in his heart, and would rather 
have a tattered rag of a better body's, than the 
beft plain whole thing his, wife could fpin him, 

John^ who was naturally unfufpicious, made 
no more difficulty of promifing the breeches than 
the parfon had done in promifing the great coat ; 
>and indeed with fomething lefs referve — becaufe 
the breeches were JohrCs' ovM^ and he could 
give them, without wrong, to whom he thought 
fit. 

It happened^ I was going to fay unluckily, 
but I fliould rather fay moft luckily for Trim^ 
for he was the only gainer by it, that a quarrel, 
about fome fix or eight weeks after this, broke 
out betwixt the * late parfon of the parifh and 
John the clerk. Somebody (and i^ \^as thought 
to be nobody but Trirn) had put it into the par- 
fon's head, " that JohtC^ delk t in the church 
was at the leaft four inches higher than it fhould 
be — that the thing gave offence^ and was inde- 
<X)rous, inafmuch as it approached too near upon 
a levei with the parfon's delk itfelf.** — This 
liardfhip the parfon complained of loudly, and 
told John^ one day after prayers, ** he could 
bear it no longer — and would have it altered, 
and brought down as it fhould be." John made 
no other reply, but, " that the deflc was not of 

* Archbifhop Herring. 

f This alludes to the right of appointing preachers for 
the vacant flails, which Dr. Fountayoe, as Dean of York, 
dawned againft the Archbifhop* 

F,F a his 
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his raiiing : that 'twas not one hair bres^th 
higher than he found it — and that as he found 
it fo he would leave itw In ihort he would nei- 
ther make an eneroachment, neither would he 
fuffer one*" — - The late parfon might have his 
virtues, but the leading part of his charafler was 
not humility — • fo that John^s ftiffnefs in this 
point was not likely to reconcile matters^ •^— 
This was Trinfs harveft. 

After a friendly hint to John to Hand his 
ground, away hies Trim to m^ke his market at 
the vicarage. — What pafTed there I will not 
fay, intending not to be uncharitable ; fo fliall 
content myfelf with only gueffing at it from the 
fudden change that appeared in Trim^s drefs for 
the better -—for he had left his old ragged coat, 
hat, and wig, in the flable, and was come forth 
ftrutting acrofs the chui'ch-yard yclad in a good 
charitable caft coat, large hat, and wig, which 
the parfon had juft given him. — Ho ! ho ! hol- 
lo! Johrij cries Trim, in an infolent bravo, as 
loud as ever he could bawl — fee here, my lad, 
how fine I am. — The more (hame for you, an- 
fwered John ferioufly — Do you think, Trim^ 
fays he, fuch finery, gained by fuch fervices, 
becomes you, or can wear well ? — Fye upon it, 
Trim, I could not have expefted this from you, ' 
• confidering what friendfliip you pretended, and 
how kind I have ever been to you — how many 
{hillings and fixpences I have generoufly lent 
you in your diftreffe^ — Nay, it was but the 

other 
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other day that I promifed you thefe black plufh 
breeches I have on. — Rot your breeches, quoth 
Trim (for Trim^s brain was half turned with his 
new finery), rot .your breeches, fays he — I 
would not take them up were they laid at my 
door — give them, and be d — -r^ to you^ to 
whom you like — I would have you to know I 
can have a bettet* pair of the parfon's any day in 
the week — — Joh^ told him plainly, as his word 
had once pafTed him, he had a fpirit above taking 
advantage of his infolence in giving them away to 
another • — but, to tell him his mind freely, he 
thought he had got fo many favours of that kind, 
and was fo likely to get many more for the fame 
fervices, of the parfon, that he had better giye 
up the breeches, with good nature, to fpme one 
who would be more thankful for them^ 

Here Jobn mentioned Mark * Shnder (who it 
feems tjie d^y befo;re had alked John for them), 
not knowing they were uiider promife to Trim 
— ^' Come, lYwiy fays he, let poor Mark have 
them — ^ you know he hais not a pair to his a — , 
befides, you fee he is juft of my fize, and they 
will fit to a T, whereas if I give ^em to you, look 
ye, they are not worth much, and befides you 
could not get your baekfide into them, if you 
had them, without tearing them all to pieces." 
-^ Every tittle of this was nioft undoubtedly true, 
for TrtMy you muft know, by foul-feeding, and 
, playing the goodfellow at the parfpn's, was 

♦ Dr. Braithwaite, 

f ^ 3 grown 
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grown fomewhat grofs about the lower parts, jf 
not higher ; fo -that, as all John faid upon the oc- 
cafion was faft. Trim with much ado, and after 
a himdred hums and hahs, at laft, out of mere 
compaflion to Markj Jigns *, /ealsj and delivers 
tip ALL RIGHT, interest and preten- 
sions WHATSOEVER IN AND TO THE SAID 
BREECHES, THEREBY BINDING HIS HEIRS, EX- 
ECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, AND ASSIGNS, 
NE.VER MORE TO CALL THE SAID CLAIM IN 

QUESTION. — All this renunciation was fet 
forth, in an ample manner, to be in pure 
jMty to Mark^s nakednefs — but the fecret was. 
Trim had an eye to, and firmly expefted, in his 
own mind, the great green pulpit-cloth f, and 
old velvet cufhion, which were that very year to 
be taken down — which, by the bye, could he 
have wheedled John a fecond time,* as he had 
hoped, would have made up the lofs of the 
breeches fevenfold. 

Now you muft know, this pulpit cloth and 
cufliion were not in John's gift, but in the church- 

♦ Extraft of a letter from Dr.Topham to Dr. Fountaync : 
** As Dr. Ward has propofed to refign the jurifdi&iDn of 
** Pickering and Pocklington to Dr. Braithwaite» if you 
** have not any otiier obje6Uoo, I fhall very readily gire up 
«*what JMTEREST arifes to me in thefe jurifdi^lions from 
** yonr f riendfliip and regard,'* P- 5- of Dr. Fountajde's 
Anfwer to Dr. T^pham. 

f The Commi£aryfhip of Dean of York, and tJie Com* 
mifirar)'fliip of the Dean and Chapter of York. 

wardens'. 



A WATCH-COAT, 439 

wardens**, &c. However, as I faid above that 
John was a leading man in the parifli, Trim 
knew he could help him to 'em if he would — ^ 
but John had got a furfeit of him — fo, whea 
the pulpit-cloth, &c. were taken down, they 
were immediately given {Jebn having a great fay 
in it) to William Doe t, who underftood very well 
what ufe to make of them. 

As for the old breeches, poor Mark lived to 

wear them but a Ihort time, and they got. intQ 

'the pofleffion of Lorry Slim J, an unlucky wight, 

by whom they are ftill worn — " in truth, as you 

will guefs, they are very thin by this time. 

But Lorry has a light heart, and what re- 
icommends them to him is this, that, as thin as 
they are, he knows that Trim, let him fay what 
Jie will to the contrary, ftill envies the pojfejfor of 
them, and with all his pride would be very glad 
to wear them after him. 

Upon this footing have thefe affairs flept 
quietly for near ten years, -—^ and would have 
flept for ever, but for the unlucky kicking bout, 
which, as I faid, has ripped this fquabble up 
afreih ; fo that it was no longer ago than laft 
week, that Trim met and § infulted John in the 

* The members of the Chapter. 

\ Mr. Stables. 

X Mr. Sterne himfelf. 

\ At the Seflions dinner, where Dr. Topham charged Dn 
Fountayne with the breach of his promife, in giving the 
Commiffarylhip of Pocklington and Pickering to another 
perfoD* . 

F F 4 publiq 
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public town-way before a hundred people •— 
tax'd him with the promife of the old call pair of 
black breeches, notwithftanding Trim's folernn 
renunciation — twitted him with the pulpit<:loth 
and velvet cufhion — ^s good as told him he was 
ignorant of the common duties of his clerkihip ; 
adding, very infolently, that he knew not fo 
mucli as to give out a common pfalm in tune. 

Join contented himfelf by giving a plain anfwer 
to every article that Trim had laid to his charge, 
and appealed to his neighboiirs who remembered 
the whole aflfair — and, as he knew there was 
never any thing to be got by wreftling with a 
chimney-fweeper, he was going to take his leave 
of Trim for ever. But hold — :- the mob by this 
time had got round them, and their high migh- 
tinefles infifted upon having Trim, tried upon the 
fpot. 

Trim was accordingly tried, and ^er a full 
hearing, was convidted a fecond time, and hand- 
led more roughly by one or more of them than 
even at the parfon's. 

Trim J fays one,, are you not afhamed of your- 
felf to make all this rout and.difturbance in the 
town, and fet neighbours together by the ears, 
about an old — worn-out ^^^ pair of caft •— . 
breeches not worth. half a crown ? Is there a caft 
coat, or a place in the whole town, that will 
bring you in a Ihilling, but what you have 
jfnapped up like a greedy hound as you are ? 

In the firft place, are you not fexton and dog- 

whipper. 
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shipper*, worth three potinds a year? Then 
you begged the church-wardens to let your wife 
have the wafliiiig and darning of the church- 
linen, which brings you in thirteen fhillings and 
four-pence ; then you have fix fhillings and eight- 
pence for oiling and winding up the clock, both 
paid you at Eafter — the pounder^s place, which 
is worth forty fhillings a year, you have got that 
too — you are the bailiff, which the late parfon got 
you, which brings you in forty fhillings more. 

Befides all this, you have fix pounds a year 
paid you quarterly for being mole-catcher to the 
parifh. Aye, fays the lucklefs wight above men- 
tioned (who was flanding clofe by him with the 
plufh breeches on), *' you are not only mole 
catcher. Trim, but you catch STRAT CONIES 
too in the darky and you pretend a licence for 
it, whicbj I trow, will be looked into at the next 
quarter feflions/* I maintsdn it, I have a licence, 
fays 2 Vra, blufhing as red as fcarlet — I have 
a licence, and as I farm a warren in the next panlh, 

# « In the firft place, would any one imagine that Dr. 
< Topham, who was now Mafter of the Faculties — Com- 
« miffary to the Archbifhop of York — Official to the 

• Archdeacon of York — Official to the Archdeacon of 
« the Eaft Riding — Official to /he Archdeacon of Clevet- 

* land . — Official to the peculiar jurifdidlion of Howdenfliirc 
« — Official to the Precentor — Official to the Chancellor 
^ of the Church of York — • and Official to feveral of the 

* Prebendaries thereof, could accept of fo poor an addition 

• as a CommifTaryfhip of five guineas per annum V P. S. 
•f Dr, Founiajru*s Anf'wer to Dr. Topham^ 

I will 
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I will catch conies every hour in the night. Tau 
eatch conies / fays a toothlefs old woman juft paf- 
fingby. 

This fet the mob a-laughing, and fent every 
man home in perfed good bumom-, except Tntriy 
who waddled very flowly ofiF with that kind of 
mflexibie gravity only to be equalled by one ani- 
mal in the creation, and furpaffed by none. 

I am Sir, 

Yours, &c. &c. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

I have broke open my letter to . inform yoii, - 
that I miffed the opportunity of fending it by 
the meffenger, who I expefted would have called 
upon me on his return through this village to 
York; fo it has lain a week or ten days by 
me — I am not forry for the difappointment, 
becaufe fomething has fince happened in conti- 
nuation of this affair, which I am thereby enabled . 
to tranfmit to you all under one trouble. 

When I finifhed the above account, I thought 
(as did every foul in the parifh) Trwi had met 
with fo thorough a rebuff from John the parifli- 
clerk, and the town's-folks, who all took againft 
him, that Trim would be glad to be quiet, and 
let the matter reft. 

But, it feems, it is not half an hour ago fmce 
Trim * fallied forth again, and, having borrowed 
a fow-gelder's horn, with hard blowing he got 
the whole town round him, and endeavoured to 
raife a difturbance, and fight the whole battle 
t)ver again — alleged that he had been ufed in 
the laft fray worfe than a dog, not by John the 
parifti-clerk, for I fliould not, quoth Tr/'/Tz, have 
valued him a rufh fmgle hands — but all the 

* Alluding to Dr. Topham's Reply to Dr. Fountayne'a 
Anfwer. 

town 
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town fided with him, and twelve men in buckram * 
fet upon me, all at once, and kept me in play at 
fword's point for three hours together. 

Befides, quoth Trim^ there were two mifbe^ 
gotten knaves in KendaUgreeriy who lay all the 
while in ambufh in Jobn^s own houfe, and they 
all fixteen came upon my back, and let drive at 
me all together — a plague, fays Triniy of all 
cowards. 

Trim repeated his (lory above a dozen times, 
which made fome of the neighbours pity him, 
thinking the poor fellow crack brained, and that 
he a£kually believed what he faid. 

After this Trim dropped the. affair of the 
breeches, and began a frefh difpute about the 
reading-defk, which I told you had occafioned 
fome fmall difpute between the late parfon and 
John^ fome years ago. — This reading-delk, as 
you will obferve, was but an epifode wove into 
the main ftory by the bye, for thetnain affair 
was the battle of the breeches and the great-coat. 

However, Trim being at lafl driven out of 
thefe two citadels — he has feized hold, in his 
retreat, of this reading defk, with a view, as it 
feems, to take fhelter behind lU 

I cannot fay but the man has fought it out ob- 
ftinately enough, and had his caufe been good, 
I fhould have really pitied him. For, when he 
was driven out of the great watch-coat ^ you fee 

♦ In Dr. Topham's R eply, he afferts, that Dr, Fountayne's 

Anfwer was the child and of spring of many parents^ ?• '• 

lo he 
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^' he did npt^ruh away ; no — ^^^ t«- retreat^ behind ' */. 
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jY .he cannot makfe a lone ftand therej ' otfaeVs are 
?..-. of opinion, ithat Tr/V/z will once more in- Tiife] life . 
.^'^ get hold of the parfon'S horfe, and charge iipofev-^.i 

him, or perhaps behind him; but, as the hbrfe;. ;%* 
^ is not eafy to be caught, the more , general opi-** *^^. 
f hion is, that, when hq is driven out of the^^r^ail * . . J 

ing-delk, he ' will make, -his lafl r^ticeat iti finibr ^ • ,.^C 
,* manner, as,, if pofSble to gain the clofejiool^ and* '/.%' .* 

defend himfelf behind it t6 thqj very laft drop. V . * !j 

.' ' If Tm* fhould, make this movement, by- mv v 

advice he fhould bfe left, befide his cit^^,v.ui [^ ; . . 

full poffeffion of th€ field of battle, where*^*ds * 

• •' certain he will keep every body a league off, and -|* .'• 
may hop by himfelf till he is weary. Befides^ . -[. 

<' as Trim feen\s bent upoii purging himfelf, and ;J* 

may have aTjiriidance pf foul humoufs to. work ? •• 

off, I think he cannot be better pkced. =] 

But this is all matter of fg^ulation. — Let me "% 




hind* the lirididelk : " Neighbours and townfmeh f 
all, IvWirbe^worn befdjfe' mf Lord -Mayor, that/ 
John ;airf;hi| ifcieteen* inj^n in^ ^r^^w' have;? 
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abufed me worfe than a dog, for they told yotl 
that I played faft and go loofe with tlie late par« 
Ion ^d him in that old difpute of theirs about 
the reading'de/iy and that I made matters wprfe. 
between them, and not better.'* x " 

Of this charge Trim declared he was as inno- 
cent as the child that was unborn . — that he would 
be book-fwom he had no hand in it. 

. He produced a ftrong witnefs, and moreover 
infinuated,* that John himfelf, inftead of being an- 
gry for what he had done in it, had aftually thank- 
•ed him — • Aye, Triniy fays the wight in the plufli 
brioches, but that was, 2V/m, the day before /i^Ati 
found- thee ouL Befides, Trhriy there is nothing 
in that, for the very year that you was made 
.town^s pounder, thou knoweft well that I both 
thanked thee myfelf, and moreover gave thee a 
good warm fupper for turning John LuncTs cows 
and horfes out of my hard corn clofe, which if 
thou hadft not done (as thou toldft me), I fliould 
have loft my whole crop ; whereas John Lund znd 
'Thomas Patt^ who are both here to teftify, and 
are both willing to take their oaths on't, that thou 
thyfelf waft the very man who fet the gate open 
— T and after all, it was not thee, Trim^ *twas 
the blackfmith's poor lad . who turned them 
out — fo that a man may**be thailked iird reward- 
ed too for a good turn which- be'iiever did, nor 
ever did intend. ' / • • • ' ,• 

Trim could not fufta&i this linexpefted ftroke 
— fo Trim marched ojQfthe field w^hout colours 

,5 -^ flying, 
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fljing, or his horn founding, or any other en- 
figns of honour whatever. — Whether after this 
Trim intends to rally a fecond time — or whether: 
he may not take it into his head to claim the vic- 
tory — none but Trim himfelf can inform you. 

However, . the general opinion upon the whole 
is this, that in three feveral pitched battles, Trim 
has been fo trnnm^d as never difaftrous herb was 
trimmed before. 



THE END. 
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